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TO THE PUBLIC. 


HE known Importance of the preſent Seſſion 


5 of Parliament, during which, from the erl- 
tical and highly intereſting ſituation of public affairs, 


ſubjects of the firſt magnitude muſt neceſſarily be 
brought under diſcuſſion in the Two Houſes, induced 
perſons, enterpriſing i in ſpirit, and anxious to ſolicit 


the favour of the Public by efforts to merit it, to 


apply to the Editor to join them in an undertaking, 


which, if well executed, could ſcarcely fail of at- 


tracting general notice, and engaging general atten- 


tion. Habituated, unremittingly, to viſit the foun- 
tain- head of the beſt ſources of political information, 


and feeling it mortifying alrogether to forego the 
ſatisfaction he had for ſo many years derived from 


attendance, where, by the courtely and liberal cuſ- 


tom of modern times, -i was admitted, with little 
or no reſtraint, the Editor liſtened to the propoſition; - 


but his promptitude to accept it was checked by the 
recollection of the extreme fatigue that returning to 
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his old line of ſervice would occaſion ; when, fron 
a variety of natural cauſes, he was leſs able than at 
earlier periods of his life to encounter it; and he felt 
a ſtill ſtronger reaſon for entertaining woe on the 
propriety of his committing himſelf fo a reſponſi - 
bility, which no ſingle individual, who meant to en- 
| deavour to do juſtice. to the Public and himſelf, could 
anſwer, His difficulty, after no inconſiderable de- 

gree of reaſoning, was ſolved by the plan being ſug. 

geſted of<giving him aſſiſtants, ſo as to lighten his 
labour, and afford him an opportunity of rendering 
the whole work, by his reviſion, as far as his abilities 
would allow, more correct and better entitled to the 


public notice. 


Candour and fairneſs the Editor has ever deemed 
due to thoſe who thought him worthy cheir counte- 
nance; and therefore it is, that he has ſtated circum- 
ſtances, in the narrative of which he may appear, 
perhaps, too much the hero of his own little tale; . 
but he is willing to face that imputation, when he 
reflects that his motive cannot be conſidered as im- 
proper or queſtionable. 


| The Debates that occur in the Honſa of Common - 
generally 
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generally moſt materially intereſted the public atten- 
tion; and the circumſtance is not at all to be won- 
dered at, becauſe the bulk of Britiſh ſubjects are in 
che higheſt degree anxious to fee how queſtions are 
parliamentarily diſcuſſed and diſpoſed of, in the de- 
ciſion of which, their individual property is likely 
to be moſt immediately affected. Hence the newſ- 
papers are full of reports of what paſſes in tlie Houſe 
of Commons, and their accounts of the debates in 
the Houſe of Lords are generally leſs ample and 
ſatisfactory. A variety of other ſubordinate reaſons | 
operate to cauſe this effeft, and thoſe reaſons have 
not unfrequently operated on the. Editor, while he 
continued a Hoa reporter. 


In the plan of the preſent work, his intention is 
to keep the favourite object of the Public, viz. the 
Debates in the Houſe of Commons, fully before them, 
to have them reported as amply and a8 ably as poſſi- 
ble, and to take care that impartiality is ſtrictly pre- 
ſerved: But a 51. portion of this department will 
primarily reſt with his aſſiſtants, becauſe he cannot 
engage to be conſtantly preſent where the extreme 
and unavoidable length of attendanee might materi- 
ally prejudies his kealth,, and prematurely deprive: 
his n sf thi nent ol his exiſtence. In the 
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Houſe of Lords, where arguments altogether new in 

themſelves, generally of equal, and ſometimes of | 
greater weight and importance than thoſe urged in 
the Houſe of Commons, are- advanced, but eſcape 
the notice of the Public, he intends to pay particular 


attention. 

By this arrangement he hopes to open to the 
reader a new field of information, and be able to 
furniſh a ſyſtem of Reports, more comprehenſive in 


its deſign, and more complete in its execution, than 
any to which their notice has been lately invited, 
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ADVERTISEMENT _ 
| T0, THE READER. 


FE may not be unneceſſary to bring to the public 
_ = mind the recollection of the peculiar ſituation in 
which the Seſſion of Parliament commenced, on 
the opening of which the following Debates have 
ariſen, The French Republic had declared war 
againſt Great Britain early in the laſt year, and Britiſh 

troops were inſtantly ſent for the protection of Hol- 
land, under the command of his Royal Highneſs the, 
Duke of York. Additional ſupplies were from time 
to time furniſhed, and in conjunction with the Dutch, 
the Auſtrians, and the Pruſſians, the campaign com- 
menced, and was for a conſiderable time carried on 
with great ſplendour and ſucceſs. Holland was reſ- 
cued from the imminent danger that threatened her, 
many ſignal victories were gained by the Allies, ſeveral 
important places, of which the French had poſſeſſed 
themſelves, were recovered, and ſome ſtrong towns 
upon the frontier of France were taken. The 
Royaliſts in the French interior appeared in arms, 
reſiſted and attacked their tyrannic rulers; Toulon fell 
into the hands of the Britiſh and Spaniſh forces; and 


in different quarters of the globe the Allies had 
3 | ; realon- 
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| reaſonable ground of triumph. The new and hi- 


therto unheard-of means of raifing troops by the 


operation of popular terror enabled the republican 


leaders to ſwell their armies on the ſudden, and to 
drive them forward incredible in number, when, 


from the ſevere duties of an arduous campaign, the 
troops of ſuch of the Allies as they were directed to 


attack, were leaft capable of effectually refiiting the 
tremendous impreſſion of ſuch a horde of armed 


men rendered ferocious by the artful contrivance of 


thoſe who collected and ſent them to the field, ſure of 
famine or public execution, if they did not ſucceed in 
poſſeſſing themſelves of the ſtrong-holds, ftores, and 
granaries of their opponents. Under theſe circum- 
ſtances the Republicans gained ſome advantages 
againſt the forces of Auſtria and Pruſſia, while their 


internal and ſouthern armies defeated the Royaliſts 
in La Vendée, regained poſſeſſion of Lyons, raſed it 


to the ground, and obliged the Britiſh, the Spaniards, 


and the Neapolitans, to evacuate Toulon, an opera» 
tion attended with conſequences in the higheſt degree 
injurious to the marine of the French, and advan- 


tageous to Great Britain, 


It being a firiking part of the character of our 
_ countrymen to be ſuddenly elevated with the ſucceſs 
of our arms, and as ſuddenly depreſſed by any caſual 


misfortune or check that they might experience, 
ſome people without doors were apt to entertain 


but gloomy opinions of our all a a4 from the con 


tinuance 
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tinuance of the conteſt with the Republicans; and at 
once forgetting that they had been the aggreſſors, to 
look to the termination of the war with a degree f 
anxiety and eagerneſs, not conſidering, that we could 
not withdraw from it without deſerting our Allies, 
and incurring national diſgrace, and that it was not 
in our power to treat for peace, even if a ſeparate 
peace could be obtained, without the utmoſt danger 
to our future ſafety and that of all Europe. 


| Hence all men of ſenſe and reflection rejoiced at 
the meeting of Parliament, conſcious that the wiſdom 
of the Two Houſes would correct the weakneſſes of | 
individuals, and ſtrengthen their minds, by adopting 
and purſuing that courſe of proceeding, which the 
exigency of the times rendered expedient. In the De- 
bates of the firſt day, the Reader will find, that thoſe 
members in the Lords and Commons, who had re- 
ſorted, as it were in a body, to the ſtandard of the Mi- 
niſter, when the conduct of the French began to be 
alarming, and the attempted diffuſion of their prin- 
_ ciples threatened deſtruction to religion, law, ſubor- 
dination, order, and property, wherever they were 
introduced, continue firmly attached to Government, 
and conſidering the war as indiſpenſably neceſſary, 
have pledged themſelves to give Miniſters their hearty 
ſupport to all meaſures for 'a vigorous proſecution of- 
it. On che ather hand, the Reader will perceive that 
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of the war with unabating vigour and ſpirit. By a 
temperate peruſal of the arguments advanced by dif. 
ferent Gentlemen in ſupport of their different opinions, 
the Public will be beſt enabled to form a judgment 
for themſelves, and to that judgment we beg leave 
| humbly to ſubmit theſe Reports. 
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„ PR 
TUESDAY, FANUARY 21, 1794. 
URSUANT to his Majeſty's Royal .Proclamation, the 
Three Eſtates, conſtituting the Seventeenth Parliament 
of Great Britain, afſembled at Weſtminſter, when the Fourth 
Seſſion of the ſame was opened with the uſual ſolemnities for 
the deſpatch of public buſineſse. LEY : 
At a quarter paſt three o'clock his Majeſty came down to 
the Houſe of Peers, and being ſeated on the Throne, and the 
Commons attending, his Majeſty was pleaſed to open the 
Seſſion with the following moſt gracious Speech : | 
| 6 My Lords and Gentlemen, VER | 
© The circumſtances under which you are now aſſembled 


& require your moſt ſerious attention. | 
We are engaged in a conteſt, on the iſſue of which de- 
„ pend the maintenance of our conſtitution, laws, and reli; 
« gion; and the ſecurity of all civil ſociety. i. 
Lou muſt have obſerved with ſatisfaction, the advantages 


© which have been obtained by the arms of the Allied Powers, 


and the change which has taken place in the general ſitua- 


© tion of Europe ſince the commencement of the war. The 
« United Provinces have been protected from invaſion; the 
«© Auſtrian Netherlands have been recovered and maintained; 


cc and places of conſiderable importance have been acquired 


“ on the frontiers of France. The re-capture of Mentz, and 
e the ſubſequent ſucceſſes of the Allied Armies on the Rhine, 


& have, notwithſtanding the advantages recently obtained by 


« the enemy in that quarter, proved highly beneficial to the 


© common cauſe, Powerful efforts have been made by My 


% Allies in the ſouth of Europe; the temporary poſſeſſion of 


„ the town and port of Toulon has greatly diſtreſſed the ope- 
« rations of My enemies; and in the evacuation of that place, 


© an important and deciſive blow has been given to their 
„ naval power, by the diſtinguiſhed conduct, abilities, and 
e ſpirit of My commanders, officers, and forces, both by fea 


„ | F 
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e The French have been driven from their poſſeſſions and 
« fiſhery at Newfoundland; and important and valuable ac- 
« quiſitions have been made both in the Eaſt and Welt. 
« Indies. n 5 5 3 

& At ſea our ſuperiority has been undiſputed, and our com- 
cc merce ſo effectually protected, that the loſſes ſuſtained have 
cc been inconſiderable, in proportion to its extent, and to the 
ce captures made on the contracted trade of the enemy. 

e The circumſtances by which the further progreſs of the 
ec Allies has been hitherto impeded, not only prove the ne- 
<« ceſſity of vigour and perſeverance on our part, but, at the 
« fame time, confirm the expectation of ultimate ſucceſs. 
« Our enemies have derived the means of temporary exertion, 
<« from a ſyſtem which has enabled them to diſpoſe arbitraril 
« of the lives and property of a numerous people, and which 
« openly violates every reſtraint of juſtice, humanity, and re- 


« ligion: But theſe efforts, productive, as they neceſſarily 


« have been, of internal diſcontent and confuſion, have alſo 


« tended rapidly to exhauſt the national and real ſtrength of 


« that country. | 
% Although I cannot but regret the neceſſary continuance 
« of the war, I ſhould ill conſult the effential intereſts of 
« My people, if I were deſirous of peace on any grounds but 
& ſuch as may provide for their permanent ſafety, and for the 


“ independence and fecurity of Europe. The attainment of 


« theſe ends is ſtill obſtructed by the prevalence of a ſyſtem 


in France, equally incompatible with the happineſs of that 


country, and with the tranquillity of all other nations. 

© Under this impreſſion, I thought proper to make a de- 
&« claration of the views and principles by which I am guided. 
J have ordered a copy of this declaration to be laid before 
« you, together with copies of ſeveral conventions and treaties 
« with different Powers, by which you will perceive how 
« large a part of Europe is united in a cauſe of ſuch general 
& concern. | | 
„ reflect with unſpeakable ſatisfaction on the ſteady loy- 
& alty and firm attachment to the eſtabliſhed conſtitution and 
« government, which, notwithſtanding the continued efforts 
* employed to miſlead and ſeduce, have been ſo generally 


“ prevalent among all ranks of My people. Theſe ſentiments 


«© have been eminently manifeſted in the zeal and alacrity of 
the militia to provide for our internal defence, and in the 
« diſtinguiſhed. bravery and ſpirit diſplayed on every occaſion 
« by My forces both by ſea and land: They have maintained 
& the luſtre of the Britiſh name, and have ſhown themſelves 

| | ; & worthy 


| Jax. 21.] WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 11 
« worthy of the bleſſings which it is the object of all our ex- 


c ertions to preſerve. | 335 
e Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, _ Ts 
I have ordered the neceſſary eſtimates and accounts to be 
« Jaid before you; and I am perſuaded you will be ready to 
e make fuch proviſion as the exigencies of the time may re- 
ce quire. I feel too ſenſibly the repeated proofs which I have 
« received of the affection of My ſubjects, not to lament the 
<« neceſſity of any additional burdens. It is, however, a great 
« conſolation to Me to obſerve the favourable ſtate of the re- 
cc venue, and complete ſucceſs of the meaſure which was laſt 
year adopted for removing the embarraſſments affecting 
© commercial credit. BOP at Att A 
Great as muſt be the extent of our exertions, I truft you 
ce will be enabled to provide for them in ſuch a manner as to 
4 avoid any preſſure which would be ſeverely felt by My 
« people. | OE niet. +1 
My Lords and Gentlemen, i 3 
In all your deliberations, you will undoubtedly bear in 
* mind the true grounds and origin of the war. EP 
© ArFattack was made on Us, and on our Allies, founded 
« on principles which tend to deſtroy all property, to ſubyert 
ce the laws and religion of every civilized nation, and to in- 
{© troduce univerſally that wild and deſtructive ſyſtem. of ra- 
% pine, anarchy, and impiety, the effects of which, as they 
« have. already been manifeſted in France, furniſh a dreadful 
<« but uſeful leſſon to the preſent age and to poſterity. _ | 
_ « Tt only remains for Us to continue to perſevere in our 
« united exertions; their. diſcontinuance or relaxation could 
% hardly procure even a ſhort interval of delufive repoſe, and 
ce could never terminate in ſecurity or peace. Impreſſed with 
« the neceſſity of defending all that is moſt dear to Us, and 
« relying, as we may with confidence, on the valour and 
& reſources of the nation, on the combined efforts of ſa large 
<< a part of Europe, and, above all, on the inconteſtable juſtice 
ce of our cauſe, let Us render our conduct a contraſt to that 
« of our enemies; and, by cultivating -and . practiſing the 
principles of humanity and the duties of religion, endeavour - 
% to merit the continuance of the Divine favour and pro- 
e teCtion, which have been fo eminently experienced by theſe 
“ kingdoms.” 2 Wn pl 
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Fir His Majeſty having retired, Lord Grenville laid on the table, 
Copies of Various Ne which had been entered into be- 
tween His Majeſty and ſeveral Foreign Powers. 5 
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© The Lord Chancelhr, from the woolſack, then read His Ma- 
jeſty's Speech, and the Clerk afterwards at the table. 


Lord Stair aroſe, and apologized for his inability to acquit i 
himſelf in a manner adequate to the occaſion. His Lordſhip 
ſaid, he felt it not only to be his duty, but that of every man at 


the preſent important cri/zs, generally to impreſs and enforce 
the ſentiments contained in his Majeſty's moſt gracious 
Speech. He proceeded to draw a picture of the preſent poſ- 
ture of affairs in Great Britain and France. When he con- 
ſidered the misfortunes of a neighbouring country, where 


the miſeries naturally attendant on anarchy and con- 
fuſion continued to prevail, and contemplated the ſecurity 


afforded by the laws and the conſtitution of England, his 


Lordſhip ſaid, he conceived that it would be degrading in 
the extreme to his country, to draw a compariſon between the 
two nations. It Was, indeed, unneceſſary to ſay a ſingle word 


on the advantages which the people of Great Britain en- 
joyed above thoſe of all other countries. With reſpect to tlie 
ſentiments breathed in his Majeſty's moſt gracious Speech, 
they were ſuch as muſt meet the approbation of their Lord- 
ſhips, when they conſidered the ſtate of affairs with reſpect 
to France at the period when we engaged in the war, and 


what it was at preſent. When, in conſequence of the ag- 


greſſion of the French, we originally engaged in hoſtilities 


againſt that diſtracted country, ſhe was in poſſeſſion of the 


Auſtrian Netherlands, had taken Nice and Savoy, a great 
part of the Palatinate, and threatened Italy with invaſion. 


The other Powers of Europe were ſhocked and aſtoniſhed at 


her ſchemes of ambition and aggrandizement, but, inſpired by 
our interference, thoſe Powers, with the additional hopes of 
retribution, engaged in the common cauſe of civilized ſociety, 
and proceeded to proſecute the war againſt France with vi- 
gour. The Netherlands in conſequence were recovered, and 
Valenciennes, which the National Convention admitted to be 
the key to France, ſurrendered to the combined efforts of the 
Allies, and the brave and ſpirited exertions of the Britiſh, 
Defeated on the Rhine, driven from Alſace, their armies 


deſtroyed, Valenciennes in the hands of the Auſtrians, and 


the Southern Provinces exhauſted; in ſuch a ſituation, we 
could not ſurely heſitate to proſecute the war with vigour. 
And as a further ſtimulus for the proſecuting another cam- 


paign, it ſhould be remembered, that we have got a footing in 


St. Domingo, which, under the preſent able adminiſtration, 
he had little doubt would be followed by the complete conqueſt 
my”: | | e of 
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of that great and valuable iſland. In addition, his Lordſhip 
ſaid, he did not believe at this moment, that the Freneh fla 
was flying in any one of che French ſettlements in the af 
Indies; and he muſt briefly remark, that the ſituation of the 
War at preſent bore the molt proſperous and hopeful aſpeCt for 
this country. The ſucceſs of the Britiſh navy next demanded 
their Lordſhips attention. Since the memorable battle of 
La Hogue, 'a more diſtinguiſhed or brilliant maritime enter- 
priſe had not been atchieved, than that at Toulon by Lord 
Hood; not that the affair of La Hogue was in any degree of 
national importance to be compared to what this country had 
gained, by the burning the enemy's ſhips at Toulon, and 
bringing ſeveral away in triumph. The deſtruction of the 
arſenal and naval ſtores of the ſecond ſeaport in France was a 
circumſtance that ſhe could not repair for years. It muſt ne- 
ceſſarily cripple her navy for the preſent and for years to 
come, and prove the moſt fatal-blow that ever was {truck at 
the French marine. Theſe were facts that muſt have great 
weight with their Lordſhips, and impreſs on their minds the 
ſentiments contained in his Majeſty's moſt gracious Speech, 
and the impolicy of relinquiſhing a war in which France had 
ſuffered a greater ſeries of miſchiefs than ſhe had experienced 
in any preceding war. It could not but be a pleaſing con- 
ſideration for their Lordſhips, that, while the French were 
thus crippled in their navy, ours had ſuffered little or no- 
thing ; in fact, our marine was never on a more reſpectable 
footing, nor better able to protect our coaſts and trade from 
the depredations of our enemies. Another flattering object 
of contemplation to their Lordſhips and the whole kingdom, 
the Earl ſaid, muſt be the ſtriking contraſt preſented by a view | | 
of the internal ſtate of the two countries. In France we could 
only caſt our eyes on a picture of anarchy, blood, tyranny, | 
and ruin: Agriculture and manufactures at a ſtand ; Com- 
merce diſabled, and almoſt wholly deſtroyed : Property no 
longer ſafe, and private eaſe utterly at an end. In Great Bri- 
_ tain all the bleſſings of a free conſtitution, enjoyed in their ut- 
moſt extent: Agriculture and manufacture flouriſhing,. our 
commerce vigorous and increaſing; and although our manu- 
factures had, as the neceffary and inevitable conſequence of 
war, received ſome temporary check, new markets were of- 
ferirlg themſelves, and new proſpects of advantage ariſing. 
Aboye all, it was to be remembered, that our revenue rather 
increaſed than diminiſhed, even under the acknowledged preſ- 
ſures and difficulties of war. His Lordſhip, therefore, flat- 
tered himſelf, that the Houſe would be unanimous in accord- 
a ing 
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ing with his Majeſty in his ſentiments 1 Great Britain 


had now the power of cruſhing France, and preventing her 


for years from troubling Europe. Her rulers, he obſerved, 


had acted with the moſt unparalleled barbarity in their own 
country, marking their progreſs uniformly with cruelty and 
devaſtation; they had razed Lyons, the firſt manufacturing 
town in France; they determined that 'Toulon- ſhould 


ſhare the ſame fate z but they ſpared Bourdeaux, on condition 
that every man of property ſhould deliver up that property, 


under the pain of being maſſacred if he concealed his riches. 
La Vendee, one of the moſt fertile provinces of France, was 
avithout a houſe or a human creature, and every inhabitant at- 
tached to loyalty had fallen a victim to his principles. For 


twenty miles round that rich province had been ravaged; and 


throughout France there was no ſecurity for either liberty or 
life. Manufacturers were torn from their looms, and ſent to 


the war; and the grain was ſeized from the poor, who were. 
left to languiſh and ftarve, while their property, and the 


means of exiſtence, were ſeized and diſtributed among the 
troops. In addition to theſe afflictions, her internal trade 
was deſtroyed; he wiſhed, therefore, to aſk the advocates 
for peace how it was poſlible, that a country, thus diſtreſſed, 
and ſo ſituated, could carry on a war againit the combined 
powers and riches of Europe? Revenue, he inſiſted, ſhe had 
not; and if ſhe had, there were none who dare collect the 


impoſts. Her lands had been ſold and re. ſold by her rulers; 
a ſecond time they had plundered her churches; and as to 


the forced levies, many had reluctantly left Paris, but there 
were few who would return. War, he confeſſed, ſhould not 
be the object of a commercial country; it was what every 
prudent and good ſtateſman ſhould avoid; but there were 


caſes in which it wad, b&ynadneſs not to have recourſe to 
Te herequeſted the attention of their 


this extremity. AX | 
Lordſhips, while he "obſerved, that though our manufaCtures 
might receive a temporary check in conſequence of the loſs 


of the French markets, and the ſtate of Europe on the conti- 
nent, yet Spain, and every nationat war againſt France, was 


open to our manufactures, which would more than compen- 
ſate for the loſſes ſuſtained in conſequence of the exiſting 
| hoſtilities with that country. His Lordſhip ſaid, he had 
been affured, by thoſe who were the beſt enabled to give 
him information on the ſubject, that our trade to the Eaſt 
Indies was more productive than at any former period. Who 
theri, he aſked, would call upon the nation to relax in her 


efforts to fubdue a nation, that had almoſt, from the wicked» *' 


neſs 
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neſs of her own rulers, ſubdued herſelf? Was there any 
noble Lord, who, for the ſake of a momentary and deluſive 
repoſe, would riſk the future ſecurity of a permanent peace ? 
Who, he aſked, would venture to wiſh for peace, when the 
conſequences might be the introduction of anarchy and con- 
fuſion into this happy country? If France were to depart _ 
from her recently avowed principles, if ſhe would difayow her 
declared deſign of meddling with the conſtitution and go- 
vernment of other nations, every friend to his country would 
wiſh to make peace with her and leave her to herſelf ; but in« 
the preſent ſituation of affairs, he was convinced that nothing 
but the moſt vigorous perſeverance would ſecure permanent 
tranquillity, and prevent the miſchiefs with. which, by a 
premature ceſſation from hoſtilities, this country was me- 
naced. Impreſſed with theſe ideas, and approving of every 
ſentiment expreſſed in the Speech from the throne, his 
Lordſhip moved an Addreſs, which was, as uſual, the echo 
of the Speech. | | | 


parts; to extenuate nothing; to aggravate nothing. If it 
were well and properly underſtood, his opinion of it was 
ſuch, that he could repoſe himſelf for the reſult with cheer. 
fulneſs and confidence on the wiſdom of Parliament, on the 
good ſenſe of the people in general, and, above all things, on 
that pre-eminence of public virtue, on that genuine attachment 
to * conſtitution, which are ſo remarkable in the preſent 
criſis. \ | 
In performing the taſk which he had impoſed on himſelf, 
it would be neceſſary for him to recapitulate our advantages, 
to examine our difficulties, and to advert to the different 
lines of conduct poſſible to be adopted; after which he 
ETD 8 5 | would 
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would turn to the favourable part of the proſpect, the grounds 
of confidence and of juſt hope. 


Holland had been reſcued; Frankfort, Mente, the Prin- 
cipality of Liege, had been recovered ; many ſignal victories - 
had been gained; ſome ſtrong frontier places of great im- 


portance had been taken; our armies had been ſtrengthened ; 


and ſeveral powers had acceded to our alliance in ſupport of . 
2 cauſe which affects the honour and effential intereſts of 
every eſtabliſhed government. Many of the foreign poſſeſ- 


ſions of France had ceaſed to belong to her, and perhaps it 
was not too much to ſay, that England has it in her power 
to appropriate to herſelf as many of them, great and valuable 
as they are, as ſhe may think expedient. | 1 

At ſea, our commerce had been protected; that of the 
enemy had been annoyed. Our naval force, which by the 
peace ſyſtem was very low when the war broke out, had 
been increaſed more thin had ever been known in any one 


year of any former war, and was beyond all compariſon ſu- 


perior to that of the enemy : And the blow which had lately 
been given to France in the Mediterranean, in thoſe ſeas 


where the French fleet lately rode paramount, was ſuch as 
In ordinary times would have been reckoned an ample com- 


penſation for the expenſes of a campaign. 


If the review could ſtop here, we might well expect the 
immediate return of that tranquillity, in the place of which 
France had ſo long preſented a hideous dream of ſedition, © 
rapine, and maſſacre. It was, however, neceſfary to look to 
the poſition of the enemy, and to the means lately invented 
of raiſing an armed force by the operation of popular terror. 


He ſaw that invention with uneaſineſs, but not with de- 
ſpondency : Be thought it terrible, becauſe it could not be 
imitated by any, nation retaining either the principles or the 
practice of law and humanity : But a little time might ſhow, 
that it carried with it its own antidote; that it exhauſted the 


nation which had recourſe to it; that it could not eaſily be 


repeated; and that it prepared the minds of men for a more 
rational form of government. He was diſpoſed to render 
Juſtice to the talents of the French leaders, who certainly 
had ſhown abilities in their combination againſt God and man, 
againſt the religion and liberties of the world. But the in- 
vention to which he now adverted was 3 of their 


erimes, and not of their ingenuity. Their ſituation required 


ſome deſperate and unheard-of exertion. They had made 


terror the order of the day, and by the aid of impriſonment, _ 


confiſcation, and murder, had intimidated all reſiſtance, filed 
| . their 
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their treaſuries, and crowded their armies. ' They had ſent 
forth thoſe crowds with terror and famine in their rear, and 
with the licence of unbounded plunder in their front. - Other 
ages had ſeen mighty empires over-run by hordes of barbarians ; 
it was reſerved for the prefent age to ſee thoſe hordes. compoſe 
ed, not, as heretofore, of wretched and ignorant multitudes : 
The hordes of the preſent day ſuperadd to the ferocity and 
energy of ſavage life, the arts and improvements of modern 
war, the abuſe of the invention of printing, force of lan- 
guage, and all the worſt eorruptions of polithed ſociety: It 


An army of robbers and murderers was the worſt of all ene- 
mies. So long as fuch a force could be kept together it was 
perhaps no paradox to fay that the progreſs and refult of 
the war would not entirely depend on the number of our vic- 

tories, or on the extent of our ſucceſſes. MEE X 
Here then the queſtion - would ariſe, whether any other 
line of conduct could be recommended, than that of in- 
creaſed vigour and exertion, ſtated by his Majeſty in his 
Speech, and approved in the Addreſs, Was there any diſ- 
continuance or relaxation of our efforts which could do 


more than produce a ſhort and precarious interval of deluſive 


repoſe? | 
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was referred for the preſent age to ſee armies compoſed by £ 
concentrating all the excffſes of inſubordination and anarchy. 


Would it be poſſible for any noble Lord to recommend a 


negotiation for peace? He felt an impatience in the mere men- 
tion of ſuch an hypotheſis, which he conſidered as an extreme 

both of oy and of diſhonour, With whom could we make 
2 compact? With men who by the perhdious ſeizure of 
our merchants” property, contrary to the commercial treaty, 
had ſhewn that they diſregarded compacts ; with men who 


have ſet at defiance every facred obligation, that had hitherto» 


formed the bonds and good faith of ſociety? What mi- 
niſter, on the faith of a treaty with ſuch men, would adviſe: 
the King to diſarm? What miniſter, for the ſake of ſuch a 
treaty, would abandon all the conqueſts which we now: 
have within our graſp? France has declared that ſhe would 


build a wo navy; Will you then, with your preſent ſuperi- 


ority, withdraw your fleets, and open her ports, that ſhe may 
obtain naval ſtores and the means of carrying her threats 
into execution? But there was another objection :'The leading 
regicides cannot make a peace, they have no ſecurity but in 
keeping the unhappy people, whom they are governing with 
a rod of iron, in a ſtate of warfare. and confuſion. __ 
1 accordingly ayowed —_ intention to oyerthrow all 


govern⸗ 
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overnment, and particularly the Britiſh, and had made 
everal decrees tending to prohibit any poſſible negotiation | 


with us. His Lordſhip ſaid he could not lament thoſe de- 
crees, becauſe he ſhould be ſorry to ſee any interruption to the 
concert of the different powers, and to the preparations making 
by thoſe powers. 8 | 1 
There remained, however, another poſſible mode for us. 


It might be ſaid, Suſpend your ſubſidies, recall your ar- 


mies, retire within pow own iſland, and wait with patience 
for the continent to fet itſelf to rights.” | 


He did not believe that there exiſted an Engliſhman capable 


dr ſtating ſeriouſly ſo ſhameful and ſo ſenſeleſs an idea. The 
national character of honour and firmneſs was a principal 
cauſe of the national proſperity z and he truſted that Great 
Britain would never, 10 


Where then would be the commerce of our merchants, 
when all the ports of Europe ſhould be in the ſame loſt and 
deſolated fituation that Bourdeaux now is? Where would be 


the ſecurity of the Britiſh channel, when the Texel, the. 
Meuſe, Fluſhing, and Oſtend, ſhould be crowded with Dutch 


ſhipping, manned by the refuſe of France, and maintained 
by the pillage of Amſterdam ? 


It had happened to him to ſee the near proſpect of the 
calamity which he now deſcribed, when the French army 


was trying to paſs the Moordyck, in February 1792 ; and he 
was convinced that if they had not begn prevented by the wiſe 
exertions of this country, and of the Dutch Miniſters, not 


all the brilliant victories of the Prince of Cobourg would 


have been able to diſlodge Dumourier, and to force him out 
of Holland; and if the French once got poſſeſſion of Holland, 
there was an end to the ſecurity of Great Britain, 


If then it was impoſſible to negotiate or to withdraw the 
armies, it remained only to puſh forward the war with re- 


doubled energy, and with all the reſources, force, and union 
of this country. ws 
We had not ſought the war; it had come upon us like 


a calamity of the elements; we muſt. refiſt that calamity as 
well as we can; not for an indefinite period or purpoſe z 
but till we are indemnified for the outrage offered to us; and 


9 


at all events till we can make peace with ſafety. 


8 


Q 


or a moment of prefſure and temporary 
emergency, think of wrapping ' herſelf up in a dangerous 
and diſhonourable ſelfiſhneſs. Beſides, we could not with- 
draw our armies without leaving Flanders and Holland to be 
over-run by the French, and by every deſperate and malignant 

_ adventurer to be collected from every other nation. | 
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It remained for him to preſent the bright and cheerful 
ſide of the picture, to compare our ſituation and that of the 
enemy. He had been ſeveral years in France, and had ſeen 
her, with all the defects of her government, one of the hap- 
Nieſt' countries under heaven, except our oõẽ n. He now ſaw 

| Fs torn by civil faction and the worſt paroxyſms of ſedi- 
tion, deſtitute of trade and manufactures, neglectful of 
agriculture, and depopulated by maintaining fourteen armies, 
by famine, by a general depravation of manners, by emi- 
grations beyond all example, and by a continued maſſacre 
_ perpetrated from day to day in all her unhappy cities. He alſo 
law her engaged in an expenſe, amounting, in the courſe of 
one year, nearly to the total of our whole national debt. 
The contraſt of the picture in England is very pleaſing. 
We have reaſon to believe that the ſupplies may be found 
without any ſevere preſſure on the people. Our commerce 
is flouriſhing, and new and important markets are opening 
toit: And he had reaſon to believe that the revenue 'of the 
laſt year would be found equal, or ſuperior, to the average 
ſtated by the committee of 1791 as the average peace re- 
venue. 155 1 | N 
It was in itſelf a great advantage to our cauſe to have the 
conſciouſneſs that we might ultimately hope for the protection 
and bleſſing of Providence on our arms. e 
On the whole, he ſaw every good ground to hope that « 
Great Britain would add to the bright pages of her hiſtory 
the glory of reſcuing mankind from a torrent of murder, 
rapine, and irreligion, and from all that train of evils with 
which the French lunacy had ſo long menaced the whole of 
the civilized world. | | | | 
The Earl of Guildford“ ſaid, he feared the unanimity 
ſo much expected by the mover and ſeconder of the Addreſs 
would not take place; his Majeſty would no- doubt always 
find ſupport from that Houſe, when any ſupport was neceſſary, 
either for the preſervation of the honour of the Crown, or to 


| * Eldeſt ſon of the late Earl of Guildford, who came into the miniſtry 
about the year 1768, and held the premierſhip till the ſpring of 2782, 
when, through the adverſe events of the American war, he was compelled, 
by increaſing minorities, to retire from the helm of goverament, and yield 
his ſituation and power to the adminiſtration formed by the late Marquis 
of Rockingham, Earl Shelburne (now Marquis of Lanſ{down), Lord George 
Cavendiſh, and other popular characters. The preſent Earl is a man of 
moſt amiable character and conſiderable abilities, beloved, like his father, 
by all who know him, and. moſt honourably true to his principle, as the 
inkeritor of his father's ſhare in the memorable Coalition of 1734. 


C 2 Rs ſecure 


20  WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Lone 


ſecure the ſafety of the people; and in ſuch cafes none 
would be more ready than himſelf to ſtand forward, and lend 
every aſſiſtance that was neceſſary. From the Speech from the 
throne and from the Addreſs, he was ſorry to find no proſpecł 
of peace held out, nor a probability ſuggeſted of a ſpeedy 
termination of the war. Peace, his Lordſhip obſerved, was 
highly defirable on every account. At the ſame time he 
would be the laſt man to adviſe agreeing to a peace neither 
honourable in itſelf, nor prudent for the nation to accede to. 
So much therefore did he diſter in ſentiment from the noble 
Earl who moved and the noble Lord who ſeconded the Addreſs, 
that he felt it his duty to move an Amendment to the Addreſ: 
for the purpoſe of opening a way for peace. Ser 
We were confeſſedly in a ſtate of difficulty and embarraſſ- 
ment. Whether that aroſe from miſconduct or misfortune, 
he ſhould not now inquire. The queſtion was, how we ſhould 
get out of our preſent embirraflment; and from all he faw, 
, by the information we had upon the ſubject, our beſt method 
was that of ſetting on foot a negotiation with a view to the 
; adjuſtment of an honourable peace. He might be told that 
| unanimity was deſirable; in a conteſt ſuch as we were now 
| engaged in, he would go as far as he thought any noble Lord 
ought to go, for the purpole of preſerving unanimity in the. 
ö | reat council of the nation; but that ſhould be the caſe only 
when he was ſatished that public affairs were conducted in the 
beſt poſſible manner. What was our ſituation at that mo- 
ment? We were engaged in a deſperate and expenſive war, 
and without any definite object to be gained by it. Parlia- 
| ment thus met, and of courſe expected to have the moſt ample 
| ſatisfaction upon material points. What had that day pro- 
duced ? They heard of nothing but of perſevering in a ſyſtem 
that could gain nothing to Great Britain, and might end m 
ll our total ruin. Their Lordſhips had been told at one time 
* that the ſafety of our allies the Dutch required our interference. 
| Holland was now ſafe, and yet we continued hoſtilities as at 
the commencement of our engagement in the war. (How long 
we were to continue them, it was impoſſible to tell, unleſs we 
came to ſome ſpecific point upon the ſubject. At preſent the 
object of the war was undefined and apparently nndefinable. 
If we were not to ſheath the ſword until monarchy was re- 
ſtored in France, God only knew when the diſpute was to be 
put an end to; and it was impoſſible to be too eager to check 
that career of pride and folly. Every man would, in his : 
Opinion, do all he could for that purpoſe, unleſs he thought . 
that this country ſhould be entirely ſacrificed to the aggran- : 
| bs __drzement 
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dizement of Auſtria or of Pruſſia, and that Monſ. Calonne 
mould fill the place of Robeſpierre. He therefore ſelt it to 
be his duty, to intreat the Houſe to be aware of the danger we 
vere in, and to take care not to adviſe his Majeſty to any thing 
22 would put the happineſs of this country to ultimate 
nr | | 
JI 0 entertain their Lordſhips with general declamation upon 
the advantages of peace, and the calamities of war, was unneceſ- 
ſary, and therefore he ſhould avoid it; but there were circum- 
ſtances at the preſent moment of ſo much importance, that it 
> Vas impoſſible to paſs them without notice. It was firſt of all 
to be conſidered that the object of the war was not aſcertain- 
ed. If we regarded appearances, at one time we ſhould ſind that 
the war was undertaken for the ſafety of Holland. At that 
time nothing was ſaid on our part about any form of government 
in France; on the contrary, the whole of it was given up. 
When Lord Hood negotiated with the Touloneſe, and when 
they were induced to receive him into their port, it was under 
the expreſs ſtipulation of ſupporting the conſtitution of 1789: 
Of that conſtitution, Which had been properly ſtyled a“ Mag- 
nificent Fabric of human Wiſdom and Virtue,” and againſt 
which our allies on the continent have declared war, we this 
day hear not a word. If Lord Hood was not authoriſed 
to propoſe the terms which he offered, his public declaration to 
the people of France was a groſs impoſition on the Touloneſe, 
and a ſcandalous reflection upon the government of this 
country. Does the Addreſs propoſe that we ſhould proſecute 
the war for the protection of our allies ? Has Holland once en- 
tered into the minds of his Majeſty's miniſters on. this occa- 
ſion, or the noble Lords who have with ſo much eloquence ſup- 
ported the Addreſs? It is but too obvious, from the lan- 
guage which they have uſed, that the objects which miniſters 
ave in' view are widely different fgom thoſe by which the 
public were led into this unfortunate war. Let us, how- 
ever, for a moment, ſuppoſe that the end which they wiſh 
to obtain is the protection of Holland, and of Great Britain, 
againſt the incurſions of the French republicans; give me 
leave to aſk your Lordſhips, whether this end could not have 
been as effectually obtained, and much more effectually ob- 
tained, by negotiation than by warfare ? Was it not propoſed 
to them, before we were plunged into the horrors and devaſ- 
tation of war, to try the experiment of negotiation? When 
that had failed, it would have been time enough to commence 
hoſtilities z and there are few, I believe, who are not now con- 
vinced, that the ſafety of Holland would have been better ſe- 
2 1 | | cured 
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cured by the conciliating voice of our ambaſſador at Paris, than 
by the thunder of our cannon. It may be ſaid, that the mo- 
ment I allude to was not the moſt favourable ; that the French 
were at that time ſo elated with their aſtoniſhing and before 
unheard-of ſucceſſes, that they would have liſtened to no 
terms which the dignity of Great Britain, and her good faith 
to her allies, could have permitted her to offer. 'The'hif- 
tory of that period, and the language and efforts of her mi- 
niſters, ambaſſadors, and generals, afford a complete refutation 
of ſuch an aſſertion. But let us even here again concede to 
thoſe who are of this opinion. We know of another period, 
the circumſtances of which can give no ſupport to ſuch an ar- 
gument: Were they not ſuthciently humbled in the courſe of 
laſt ſummer, by a retreat as ſpeedy and diſaſtrous as their march 
had been rapid and victorious; when their army had been half 
deſtroyed, and the remains of it had been almoſt totally diſ- 
organiſed ; when they had been driven from Brabant, and had 
| been unſucceſsful from Weſtern Flanders to the Rhine; when 
ſeveral of their provinces had been invaded, and their moſt im? 
portant fortreſſes had been ſubdued ; is there a noble Lord in 
this Houſe who does not in his conſcience believe that they 
would then have been eager to liſten to ſuch terms of peace 
* as became the dignity and juſtice of this country to offer? If 
Il inſolence is too often the attendant of proſperity, adverſity is 
i generally accompanied by moderation and humility. Much 
Il has been ſaid of the ſignal advantages we have gained over 
them, and the certain proſpect we have of a ſpeedy peace, by 
vigorouſly exerting the itrength, and applying the reſources of 
this country in the profecution of the war. Our advantages, 
* | I -niuch fear, will be greatly counterbalanced by the expenſes 
8 we have incurred, and the loſſes ſuſtained by our traders and 
ll manufacturers. If we alſo compare the * made by 
the allies with the preſent poſition of the French armies, it is 
to be feared that the former have not much to boaſt of. May 
18 it not reaſonably be inquired, whether we have not already ob- 
| tained the end which we propoſed ? and aſter the obtaining of 
[ - which, his Majeſty's miniſters repeatedly and ſolemnly declared 
they would purſue every meaſure that thould tend to procure a 
ſpeedy, fafe, and honourable peace ? Our allies the Dutch are 
in perfect ſecurity. The French had been driven from their 
territories, and confined within limits, beyond which we ought 
not to attempt to paſs. The noble Lords who moved and ſe- 
conded the Addreſs admit, that they have made the moſt ſtu- 
pendous efforts, and ſuch as have aſtoniſhed all Europe; but 
this ring in a maſs, ſay they, cannot be repeated or imitated. 
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It is a violent convulſion, which muſt exhauſt the nation that 
reſorts to it, or at leaſt ſo far weaken it as to bring it to a low 
pitch of humiliation. The fame cauſes, my Lords, will pro- 
duce the ſame effects. The preſſure of an invading enemy 
only bends the bow to give the arrow a greater degree of force. 
Their extenſive territories we are all acquainted with; their 
vaſt numbers, and great internal reſources, are unqueſtiened; 
and whatever may be their diſſenſions and maſſacres, we find 
them capable of bringing into the field, troops chat have ſcarce - 
ly learned their exerciſe, and yet have ſucceſsfully oppoſed the 
beſt-diſciplined armies in Europe. What reaſon have you to 
believe that thoſe troops, which they will oppoſe to us in the 
next campaign, will be leſs diſciplined, or worſe appointed, 
than thoſe we have already had to contend with? Hiſtory 
teaches us that experience makes the ſoldier, and praCtice often 
leads to victory. The cruelties practiſed at Lyons, which 
have been painted in ſuch glowing colours by the noble Lords, 
and to no one are they more abhorrent than to me; the deſtruc- 
tion of that firſt manufacturing city in the world, as they have 
called it; the maſſacre and baniſhment of its numerous inha- 
bitants to the interior provinces, all forming, as they ſay, a 
dreadful prelude to the fate of the not leſs celebrated city of 
Toulon; the wars and murders of La Vendee, the fineſt and 
moſt fertile province in France, are urged to. ſhow that the 
French are ſo reduced, that they cannot long reſiſt the formi- 
dable powers of the allies. Here let me again aſk, whether the 
deſolation of La Vendee, and the deſtruction of thoſe once 
famed and flouriſhing cities, will encourage other provinces to 
revolt againſt the exiſting government, and induce Bourdeaux, 
Marſeilles, and Dunkirk, to expoſe themſelves to the ſame ex- 
terminating vengeance ? fot | 
Another argument has been adduced to encourage us in the 
proſecution of the war, ariſing from the deſtruction of the ſhips 
and naval ſtores at Toulon. The noble Lord who moved the 
Addreſs ſays, that this alone will compenſate us for all our loſſes 
and expenſes incurred during the war ; and whatever may be 
their future form of government, they will not for many years, 
perhaps an age to come, be able to diſturb the tranquillity of 
this country. 'To eſtimate our gain by the loſſes of the French, 
is not the moſt accurate method of calculation. I cannot ſee 
how the reducing of France to poverty will enrich Great Bri- 
tain z and I ſhall have occaſion to ſhow preſently, that it will 
have a contrary effect. Was it for the purpoſe of making a 
partition of France among the allies, that we ſo benevolently 
interfered? Was it then for the purpoſe of deſtroying By 
1 wonte 
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vronted conſequence, that we ſo humanely interpoſed our fleets 
and armies in behalf of Louis XVII.? Is it to reduce her for 
the future to the loweſt degree in the ſcale of nations, 20bỹ. 
ever may be her form of government, that we are to proſecute 
this diſaſtrous war? Our allies may, perhaps, owe us ſome ob- 
ligations, if this be the caſe; but no Frenchmen of any de- 
ſcription, royaliſts or republicans, can thank us, after having 
diſcovered this cloven foot. 'The arguments ſuggeſted in fa- 
your of the continuance of the war naturally divide them- 
ſelves under two heads, the policy of the war, and its neceſlity. 
The policy of the war, if there be any, muſt be founded upon 


fome preſent gain, or the proſpect of ſome future advantage t 
that we are to reap from it. Circumſtanced as the two coun- ( 
tries are, our intereſt would be promoted by the proſper! ] 
France, rather than its ruin. A neighbouring nation, deſolated ] 
and impoverithed, can hold out no advantage to this country, 1 
whoſe welfare eflentially depends upon the flouriſhing ſtate of = 
her trade and commerce. If France fhould be exhauſted by t 
another campaign, will Great Britain be ſtronger at the end of f 
it ? If you dry up the reſources of France, will you not deſtroy 

your own markets? If you deſolate her, what commodities will a 
ſhe have to exchange with you, or money to purchaſe what e 
you have to fell? But be the policy of the war what it may, 18 
if it be not founded in juſtice and in honour, it ſhould be ſ\ 
ſpurned by a nation hitherto famed for thoſe diſtinguiſhed vir® lit 
tues. The arguments adduced to prove the neceſſity of den- 771 
tinuing our warlike operations againſt France, may be reduced de 
to three heads, It is ſaid, that we muſt go on: b Kb Ju 
Firſt, Becauſe it is neceſſary to oppoſe the progreſs of the cr 
French arms. | | | Fi | ab 
Secondly, It is neceſſary thereby to prevent the propagation yo 
of French principles. | | al 
And, "Thirdly, We muſt perſevere, until ſuch a govern» | ler 
ment can be eſtabliſhed, that will induce us to treat under the 
the faireſt proſpect of obtaining a laſting and honourable the 
| ve pe: 


pee. | | 
His Lordſhip faid, he meant not to deny, that the progreſs tha 


of the French arms was at one time very alarming. It the 
threatened the annihilation of the Dutch, our moſt valuable 3 
allies; and if it had not been timely checked, it might have lati 
endangered (he ſcrupled not to ſay it) the ſalvation of this the 
country. The ſtate of things is, however, now reverſed; the tra- 
French are ſeparated from Holland by a ſufficient diſtance; und 
and ſome regard ought to be paid to their public declaration, the! 
Vr. That they do not mean to interfere in the internal go- 1 
| | | vernment | hay 


E 
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vernment of any country, nor will they make war upon any 
nation that is not the aggreſſor.” But have his Majeſty's mi- 
niſters calculated the force and the reſources by which they 
are to accompliſh, the important end they have propoſed to 
themſelves? Much reliance, no doubt, muſt be placed upon, 
the aſſiſtance of our allies, who, as the Speech expreſſes it, 
have entered into an almoſt general confederacy ; but our hopes 
Cannot be much brightened by the proſpect of aſſiſtance from 
thoſe whom we are obliged to ſubſidize for the ſingular pur- 
poſe of defending themſelves, It is notorious to all Europe, 
that the reſources of Auſtria are exhauſted. The Emperor 
can no longer levy freſh impoſts upon his ſubjects ; and he is 
left to the precarious ſupport of private benevolences, and the 
loyal contribution of individuals. As to the King of Pruſſia, 
lets reſerve is neceſſary. Notwithſtanding tae late ſhameful 
addition which he has made to his territories, by the plunder of 
the innocent and defenceleſs Poles, he either cannot, or will 
not, contribute any material aſſiſtance to another campaign, 
But it is urged, that we muſt at any rate prevent the import- 
ation of French principles, that are Leftrudhve of the peace of 
_ every civiliged and well-regulated government. The doctrine 
is not more exploded, that you cannot make converts by the 
ſword, than that you cannot prevent the diſſemination of po- 
litical, or any other principles, by the aid of arms. But what 
more apt means than thoſe uſed by the allies could have been 
deviſed to ſpread the falſe philoſophy of the French, which is 
Juſtly reprobated by every wiſe and good man? If you with to 
cruſh the Jacobins of this country; if you defire to render 
abortive the machinations of a Britiſßh Convention; if, my Lords, 
you would impreſs upon the minds of his Majeſty's ſubjects, 
a ſenſe of the ineſtimable dleflings reſulting from our excel- 
lent conſtitution of King, Lords, and Commons, prove to 
them that they have a government that will ſecure to them 
their liberty and property, together with all the advantages of 
peace and proſperty. Many conſiderations lead me to reflect, 
that the people of this country may ſoon be diſcontented with 
the conduct of our public affairs; and when that begins to 
appear, it is not by argument, or ſyllogiſms the people will be 
fatisfied, but by their feelings. It is in vain that you tell them 
the Fritiſh conſtitution is the wiſeſt and beft that was ever 
framed; you muſt make them feel that they actually enjo 
under it thoſe advantages which it is calculated to afford 
them. | | 
_ Laftly, it is ſaid that you have no perſons to treat with who 
| as x po: inclination to ſecure to you a laſting peace. = < 
OL, I, 8 e 
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he were aſked, his Lordſhip ſaid, who thoſe are with whom we . 


Ought to open a negotiation ? he would anſwer, thoſe men (be 
they who they may) who have the direction of the arms and 
of the force of the country. 55 Se) 

He declared he could not ſuſpect that there was a noble Lord 
preſent who was not convinced, that if you offer them terms 


which are fair, they would cloſe with us; and the treaty which 


it is their intereſt ro conclude, the ſame intereſt will bind them 
to obſerve, No difficulty ought to ariſe from the form of the 
government with which he propoſed we ſhould negotiate 
peace, We are at peace wich governments that bear a ſtrong 
reſemblance to that now exiſting in France. We have treated 
Vith thoſe of the {ame deſcription, and we are actually in al- 
liance with Dantzick. He {hould therefore beg their Lord- 


{hips pardon for ſo long an intruſion on their time, and ſub- 


Mit an amendment to be inſerted after the third or fourth pa- 


ragraph of the Addreſs, to the following effect: —“ That this 
© Houſe do thank his Majeſty for the gracious declarations 


4 which he has been pleaſed to make of the views and princi- 
« ples by which he is guided in the proſecution of the preſent 
ce war; but they hoped His Majeſty would ſeize the earlieſt 
« opportunity to conclude a peace, by which the permanent 
ce ſafety of his ſubjects, and the independence and ſecurity of 


« Europe, may be provided for; and that they humbly hope no 
« difficulty may prevent the attainment of ſo deſirable an ob- 
* ject, from the form of government which may be eſtabliſhed 


«K in France.” | 
<. 1 ſhall only trouble the Houſe, his Lordſhip added, with 


one or two more obſervations. The reſources of the country are 


unqueſtionably great, but it behoves his Majeſty's miniſters to 


refſect on the inevitable loſſes which we have ſuſtained ſince 
the commencement of hoſtilities, and the heavy diſtreſſes un- 
der which our manufacturers, and all the lower claſſes of the 


people, labour. When new burdens are laid on, he believed 


their abilities to ſuſtain them had not been eſtimated. Hows» 


Ever the war might be terminated, there was no poſſibility of 


our being reimburſed, and when it might terminate, the noble 
Lords could only form a very uncertain gueſs, One thing ap- 


pears clear, viz. that there is no probability of its ending ſuc- 


ceſsfully under the management of thoſe who have the preſent 
direction of it. If we muſt go on, let the buſineſs, be en - 
truſted to thoſe who have abilities to conduct it more ſucceſſ- 
fully; and if, from the juſtice of the cauſe in which we are 


embarked, we have reaſon to hope for, the interpoſition of 
Him who is the Ruler of all the nations of the earth, let us 


ſeek 
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ſeek for agents to whom he may be more propitious than to 
thoſe who have hurried us, and wiſh to plunge us deeper, inte 
the miſeries of this ill-fated war.? . 

The Duke of Portland ſaid, he could not conſent to give a 
filent vote upon To important an occaſion, and therefore he 


was thus early anxious to offer himſelf to their Lordſhip's no- 


| tice, He had, at the commencement of the war laſt year, ac- 


knowledged his opinion of the juſtice and neceſſity of it; and 
'he was now more fully convinced of both. He taought it the 
duty of every man to concur in ſtrengthening the hand of Go- 


Ae as t. war was neceſſary, and a vigorous proſecution 


9 


of it appeared to him to be the only probabſe means of ſaving 
the country, and bringing the conteſt to a favourable end by 
an honourable and permanent peace, The war, his Grace 
ſaid, differed from all others: —It was a diſenſtve war in the 
ſtricteſt ſenſe of the words. He conſidered the war to be 
merely grounded upon one principle, and that no leſs than the, 
preſervation of the exiſtence of the Chri/#:an Religion : Againſt 
that ineſtimable bleſſing, and againſt all that was ſacred and, 


dear to us, he conceived all the thunder of our enemies to be, 


aimed; and we had no other means to preſerve them, together 


with our conſtitution and property, but the humiliation of a, 
power founded in rapine, cruelty, and fraud, which threat- 
ened equally the deſtruction of all. 


. 


le declared he did not know to what the amendment could. 


tend. Did his noble Friend mean to recommend a breach 
of all the treaties which exiſted between this country and fo- 
reign powers? A meaſure which it would unqueſtionably be 
tiffianourable in the extreme for this country to purſue, and 


which muſt ultimately end in our ruin and diſgrace. His 


Grace concluded with declaring that he would pledge himſelf 
to give his cordial ſupport to miniſters, and therefore would vote 
for the Addreſs. 'F c e e 
The Earl of Guildford explained the nature of his motion, 
which ſeemed to him to have been miſconſtrued by the noble 


Duke. It was not his view to adviſe his Majeſty to make a ſe- 
parate peace, or to dictate to his Majeſty any ſpecifie terms of 


peace whatever, but merely to adviſe his Majeſty to order a 
negotiation to be ſet on foot on ſuch terms as to his Majeſty 
might appear juſt and reaſonable. : | | 
Earl Spencer aid, he alſo, like his noble friend who kad 
juſt ſat down, could not conſent to give a ſilent vote. He faid 


* Firſt Lord of the Treaſury during the Coalition Miniſtry, which came a 
after the peace in 1783, and continued in po ver All Friday, Dec. 195 1783, 
when they were diſmiſſed by his Majeſty 

: | D 2 he 


28 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS | [Loss 
he meant to vote for the Addreſs, for the ſame reaſon as 


the noble Duke had alleged, being perſuaded of the juſtice. 


and neceſſity of the preſent war, and that the preſervation of 
all order, and every thing that was valuable in civil ſo- 
ciety depended on it, The Earl ſaid, he was extremely ſorry 


to be obliged to ſacrifice old friendſhips, and to abandon poli- 


tical connexions with thoſe with whom he had long been 
in the habit of acting; but ſuch a ſacrifice, painful as it was, 


muſt be made, when conſcience and the moſt deliberate re- 

flection convinced him that at ſo momentous a criſis every 

other conſideration ought to give way to . vag of his. 
‚ 


country. He acknowledged that he felt particular pain in ſe- 
parating himſelf from a gentleman, whoſe amiable qualities in 


private life had long ſince entitled him to his warmeſt regard, 


and whoſe cloquence and ability in parliament. he contemplated 
on the preſent occaſion with admiration mixed with emotions of 
aſiliction, becauſe the gentleman to whom he alluded, had appear - 


ed to him to have governed hiniſelf ſince the revolution in b rance 


by principles cloſely connected with thoſe which had given birth 


to conduct and practices in that country ſo diſguſting to huma- 


nity, and ſo full of horror. Great therefore as the ſacrifice 
was, he felt it his duty to make it, and could not help uniting, 

ith every other well-wither of his country, to ſtrengthen the 
power of his Majeſty's minifters' hands, in ſupport of the ſen- 
timents that day delivered from the throne, which juſtly ſtated 


the neceſſity of the proſecution of the war with vigour and, 


perſeverance, He would therefore ſupport the Addreſs, and 
joined in the juſt tribute of praiſe to his Majeſty's miniſters 
for the merit and ability of their conduct during the laſt cam- 
paign. He ſaid they had atchieved that which in the reign of 


Queen Anne was generally conſidered as a maſter- piece of. 


policy; indeed they had even effected a greater combination 
of powers to oppoſe the progreſs of the French carnage and, 
devaſtation than formed the grand alliance of that era; they 
had alſo in a great meaſure ſtopped the miſchief of the diſſemi- 


nation of the French principles and doctrines, ſo ſubverſive of 


all peace and tranquillity, the effects of which had aboliſhed 
religion and humanity in France, His Lordſhip reprobated 
the idea of making peace with thoſe, who denied the exiſt- 


ence of a God, and had declared perpetual war againſt all 
Hates where the laws of civil government oppoſed a barrier to 


their wild and extravagant ſyſtem of equality—a ſyſtem found- 
ed in the groſſeſt abſurdity, and maintained by murder and 
rapine. The war appeared to him to be a juſt and neceſſary 
war; and nothing had been done on our part to render it lets 


juſt 
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Juſt than it was at the commencement: He was therefore for 
a vigorous proſecution of it, as the only means we had of 
preſerving the conſtitution of this country, and ſecuring the 
tranquillity of Europe, Whenever we were to negotiate 
terms of peace, it ſhould be for ſuch a peace as ſhould be ho- 
nourable and promiſe permanency. For theſe reaſons, he 
_ pledged himſelf to give his hearty and unequivocal ſupport to 
his Majeſty's miniſters for the vigorous proſecution of the 
war, and would that day vote for the Addreſs, as originally 
moved, and againſt the amendment. fot. 

The Earl of Coventry ſaid, if the miniſtry of this country did 
not oppoſe the mad politics of- France, if they did not put a 
| ſtop to the wild enthuſiaſm of the Republic, if French princi- 
ples prevailed, our wooden walls would be rendered uſeleſs, and 
all the property in England would not be worth five years pur- 
chaſe, What would have been the conſequence had the arms 
of France over-run the United Provinces ? He would not heſi- 
tate a moment to aſſert that Britain would fall; her proud navy 
would not be able to protect her. His Lordſhip ſaid, he could 
not more comprehenſively deſcribe the neceſſity of vigorouſſy 
proſecuting the war than by one ſhort ſentence ; he would not 
ſay, as the Roman patriot did of old, delenda ęſt Carthago, but, 
minuenda eft Gallia; a truth fo undeniable, that it needed not 
an argument to illuſtrate or eſtabliſh its verity. For theſe 
reaſons the Earl declared, he gloried in the cauſe in which 
the miniſtry had embarked, and aſſured them that they ſhould 
have his ſteady ſupport. | 8 

The Duke of Norfolk lamented the neceſſity of his differing 
in opinion from his noble Friend near him (the Duke of Port- 
land), to whoſe purity of mind he was ready to bear witneſs. 
He ſaid, there was no man in the houſe more anxious for the 
maintaining our happy conſtitution than he was; yet he could 
not induce himſelf to ſuppoſe that thoſe imaginary dangers, that 
had been artfully and induſtriouſly held out to the Public, war- 
ranted the Miniſtry in continuing the war. He hoped, ſince 
he had often been told in that houſe in the laſt ſeſſion, that 
Miniſtry embarked in the war to protect the United States, 
that when they had accompliſhed their object, they would 
have withdrawn their troops, or elſe contented themſelves with 
forming a barrier to protect thoſe allies for whom we were ſo 
dreadfully alarmed, But he was ſorry to hear the object now 
diſclaimed, and lamented ſeeing the country plunged into a 
continental war, which was likely to exhauſt her finances, and 

which had already involved the people of this country in ſuch 
unheęard- of calamities. Miniſters ruſhed into the war, 8 
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ported by popular caprice; and he believed, from what he 
Heard in the parts of the kingdom which he had found occa- 
non to viſit, that the war was ſtill popular, and that the peo- 
ple were ſtill anxious for the continuance of hoſtilities. From 
his connexions in the country he had an opportunity of know- 
ing their ſentiments, and he feared the fact was as he had juſt 
ſtated it. He ſaw indeed ſome of the people lamenting their 
H-judged ambition, and regretting that imprudence which en- 
couraged their deſtructive career; and he was now convinced 
of what he ever had ſupp6Kd before, that there were no 
grounds for the panic of government, no danger of the intro- 
duction of French principles into this country. The people 
ſaw too dreadful an example in France to imitate ſuch conduct 
here. He condemned the obſtinacy of Miniſtry in rejecting all 
negotiation with France; that alone which could fave the 
blood of Europe, and terminate thoſe dreadful calamitics. 
He feared that an unfair advantage had been taken of the 
public in this buſineſs, from the commencement of it; the 
2 feelings of Engliſhmen had been worked upon un- 
ily ; for, by perpetually bringing to view the aſſaſſinations 
and other atrocities of the French, the horror naturally excit- 
ed againſt theſe was made uſe of artfully as a pretext for the 
war. To this were to be added falſe alarms, that were raiſed 
la r, and continued for ſome time afterwards ; when 
ſtorles were told about viſionary plots and inviſible inſurrec- 
tions; ſo that there had ariſen ſomething like popularity about 
this war, and he knew not whether the deluſion was yet en- 


tirely at an end; he believed not: but be that as it might, it ay 
was the duty of that Hovſe to prevent the continuance of an — 
| unneceſſary and a ruinous war; and} imprefſed with that idea, = 
158 he ſhould vote for the amendment of his noble friend. tl 
ll His Grace, in the courſe of his ſpeech, adverted to what 

i ; Earl Spencer had faid of ſacrificing party connexions, and p n 
5 Faid ſome handſome compliments to the Member of Parliament ol 
it, g ſuppoſed to have been alluded to. | c 
Lord Spencer therefore roſe to explain, repeated his former f: 
language, and declared he meant not the ſmalleſt perſonal re- d 
flection, but merely to ſtate his reaſons for abandoning a poli- Ti 

tical connexion, the ſeparating from which gave him much 55 
real pain. | | v 
Lerd Hoy (Earl of Kinnoul), in a ſhort ſpeech, declared, | - 


that he gave his hearty and fincere ſupport to the Addreſs and 
to Miniſters, becauſe the war was neceſſary and unavoidable. Su 
The Karl of Derby began with declaring that he ſhould P 
vote for the amendment of the noble Earl. It was, he faid, bis h 
: 8 wiſh 
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wiſh that it would admit of even yet ſtronger language, fo that, - 
he could bring his mind to ſome fixed point or condition, upon 
which his Majeſty's miniſters might be induced to ſay they 
were ready to negotiate for ſo deſirable an object. He expect 
ed that Miniſters, or their friends, would have defined the 
object of the war : As for his part, he could not conceive why 
it was continued, Was it te extirpate republicaniſm, and 
_ eſtabliſh royalty in France? If ſo, we muſt wait for the ex- 
tirpation of every man in it; till then, we could not hope ta 
accompliſh our object. He had been told of the flouriſhing 
Rate of our revenues by one noble Peer, and he was informed, 
what had appeared to him rather ſtrange, that it had equalled 
any year of our peace eſtabliſhment, and this as an inducement 


to continue the war. | 
[He was told here by Lord Auckland, and other noble Lords, 
that the average of four years was only meant, as ſtated by the 
Committee of 1791.) | 
The Earl of Derby remarked upon this, that though he gave 
the noble Lords full credit that they believed this to be the 
caſe, yet the aſſertion did not bring very complete conviction 
to his mind: At any rate, the exceedings of revenue were no 
argument for protracting the war. A noble friend of his had 
declared, that in the parts of the country which he had occaſion. 
to viſit, the war ſeemed even ſtill to be popular. He was a 
little ſurpriſed to hear this from the noble Duke, becauſe he 
had not himſelf found it ſo: A different opinion prevailed in 
the large manufacturing county in which he lived. In that 
county - 12,000. manufacturers bad been taken from the loom, 
and ſent to the army. Was that a very ſatisfactory circum- 
ſtance, and either likely to make the war popular, or to aid 
the revenue? : | | | 
Could they call this national: proſperity? could they tell the 
nation her finances were flouriſhing, when the means of mak- 
ing her ſo were deſtroyed? What gave energy to the mer- 
chant ? what drew wealth into. the country? Lo our manu- 
facturers we were indebted for all, and theſe were Jatterly 
dwindling into decay, It was, a circumſtance of melancholy 
reflection, r not be concealed. D | 
His Lordſhip ſaid, he did not underſtand what the noble Earl, 
who ſpoke laſt but one, meant by minuendae/t Gallia; to what does 
he apply the word minuenda; Jo the armies, or to the marine of 
France? Does he mean to limit the eſtabliſhment of either one 
or the other? Does the noble Earl mean to ſay in one of theſe 
points to France, as Rome did at one time (of that period of her 
| hiſtory from whence the noble Earl borrowed the quotation) to 
| one 
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one of her adverſaries, © You ſhall limit your marine; you 


ſhall have ſo many gallies and row-boats, and no more?“ 


Would France liſten to ſuch language for a ſingle moment? 
His Lordſhip ſaid, he would avoid entering into the conſidera- 
tion of the conduct of the war, as opportunities enough for 
diſcuſſion on that point would neceſſarily preſent themſelves 
in the courſe of the ſeſſion. He could not, however, avoid 
faying a word or two, on the ſtatement given by authority of 
the tranſactions at Toulon ? He noticed a palpable ſuppreſſion 
of certain circumſtances, detected by a reference to paſſages, 
which were communicated on a previous occaſion by the 
writer. He noticed the general conduct of our allies, and 
adverted to their means of carrying on a war. He begged to 
know if Auſtria was not crippled in her reſources, and whether 
the Emperor had not notoriouſly been diſappointed in his ap- 
plication for the voluntary aids of his ſubjects ? | 
If we looked towards the King of Pruſſia, did his declared 
poverty promiſe a wider extent of warlike preparation, and a 
much larger duration of his aſſiſtance? Ruſſia had indeed 


Joined in the opinion that it was a common cauſe, in which 


all kingdoms and every people were alike intereſted ; but her 
good wiſhes were the ſole aids furniſhed by that enlightened 


and liberal potentate. When he thought of the powers we 
were made to ſubſidize, to defend their own dominions, he 


was at ſome loſs to conceive how far this complaiſance might 
carry us. Would our reſources, impoveriſhed as they muſt 
naturally be, ſuffice to keep up the bankrupt armies of all 
Europe? His Lordſhip too remarked, that we could have 
ſmall reliance even upon the gratitude of our ſubſidized allies, 


Certain powers, of this deſcription, had thought proper, not 
merely to evacuate a fort, but to quit a town without our 


leave, and conſulting only their perſonal ſafety, diſregarded 
the grand obligation, for the preſervation of which they were 
ſo liberally paid. DOR 5 

After commenting pointedly on this fact for ſome little time, 
the Earl entered into a juſtification of the amendment moved 


by his noble friend; and declared, it appeared to him to be 


highly neceſſary, and ſhould have his cordial ſupport. 
The Earl of Mansfield began with promiſing their Lord- 
ſhips that he would not be long. The Houle, he ſaw, was 


exhauſted, and he felt himſelf rather indiſpoſed. A few ob- 


ſervations, howeyer, he wiſhed to offer. If any obſtacles had 


. ariſen in the proſecution of the war, that to him was an addi- 


tional reaſon for his giving his cordial and zealous ſupport to 


Miniſters in the protecutien of this juſt and neceſſary war. 


He 
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He gave them his ſupport, in confidence that they would act 
up to the exigency of the occaſion, with that manly firmneſs, 
ſteady perſeverance, and well-guided conduct, which the oc- 
caſion required. He hoped they would profecute this war 
until the object of it was attained; and he was glad to find it 
marked out in the-Speech from the throne: "The war had 
been falſely called without doors, A War of Kings. In fact 


it was a war of a much more important nature. It was a war 


for the preſervation of order,' government, religion, law, 
juſtice, morality, and humanity, The neceſlity, the object of 
engaging in hoſtilities, had been often declared to that Houſe; 
but ſome noble. Lords ſeemed: or affected to be ignorant why 
it ſhould now be continued. Are we not ſtill as far as ever 
from attaining a laſting peace, a peace which we can depend 
on? He did not mean to fay that the war was continued to 
obtain ſatisfaction and indemnity. They were undoubtedly 
great points in the caſe; but they were not the principal mat- 
ters to be conſidered. The object was this, to reſtore order 
and good government in France, and to preſerve to ourſelves, 
and the reſt of Europe, the bleſſings of order and legal go- 
vernment: For the French had declared war againſt order and 
good government in Europe, and were determined to do all 
they could to make the reſt of mankind as wretched as them- 
felves; they were determined to prove themſelves Beet Bu- 
mani generis. They were a ſet of beings who had formed a 


conſpiracy againſt the general intereſts of mankind. 


The queſtion ſo often mentioned, viz. With whom were 
we to treat for peace? was a proper and an unanſwerable 
queſtion. There was not a propoſition in Euclid clearer than 
this, That it is impoſſible for order to make alliance with 
anarchy. What government is there yet for us to commence- 
a treaty with? there ſtill continues that diſunion in the coun- 
cils of France, which can induce us to hope only for further 
anarchy and confuſion. What would have been the ſituation 
of affairs, if ſome months ago we had treated with thoſe who 
then held the executive powers of France? We ſhould have 
again been involved in the ſame neceſſity ; for the party we 
muſt have then negotiated with, have ſince ſuffered from the 
weight of that tyranny which they were ſo active in raiſing. 
We might indeed treat with an uſurper. Cromwell, for 
inſtance, was unqueſtionably an uſurper, yet alliances' were 
formed, and all Europe treated with him; but Cromwell had 
permanent power, which was not the caſe with the preſent 
rulers in France. If we entered into negotiation, it muſt be 
for permanent and laſting peace: That was the object of all 
negotiation; and nothing could be. more true than that de- 
or l * dFlaration 
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claration in the Speech, which ſtated,. that to negotiate now, 
and to relax ſrom exertion in the war, would only produce a 


moment of bee It would, in fact, be attended 


een 


with the moſt d ous conſequences, and precipitate that 
ruin, it was not leis their duty than their intereſt to avert, 
If war, as it now ſtood, was a ſerious evil, agreeing to the 
amendment would double the miſchief they intended to re- 
move; for, in all caſes of this ſort, the party with whom you 
treat, ſhould have the power, ſuppoſing x to have the 
inclination of making a permanent treaty.. What would have 
been the effect of our having treated with the Girondiſts laſt 
year, as was then recommended, they being the predominant 
faction in Paris? What was now become of Briſſot and his 
party? —Fallen by the moſt — of all laws; fallen 
under the keen ſeverity of their own ſyſtem 5 


Aeris artifices arte perire ſua, 
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Suppoſe we were to treat with Robeſpierre, whoſe wy 
had we that he and his faction might not meet the ſame fate 
Such are thoſe who rule the republic, and ſuch are the men 
we are deſired to make peace with. Can any noble Lord be 
ſo inconſiderate, as to defire the miniſters of this country 
to commence a negotiation with theſe ſubverters of all order? 
they who have built their government on the deſtruction of 
monarchy, and who are not ſatisfied in performing their 
horrid crimes in their own country, but who wiſh to intro- 
duce them all over Europe, and convince the people of other 
countries of the excellence of ſuch principles? | 
If they treated with France in the preſent form of govern- 
ment, they would not have any ground to ſtand upon; we 
ſhould never have another ally in Europe, and, what was worſe, 
we ſhould not deferve to have any. Let them proceed then 
in this war with Readineſs, and their object would be gained. 
He felt as much as any man, that war was a great calamity; 
but that nation would ſoon ſink into inſignificance, where war 
was regarded as the greateſt calamity. 'Their Lordſhips ſhould 
Hear the words of St. Juſt, one of the moderate men of the 
Convention: © Let Great Britain awake, and we will aſſiſt 
her in getting rid of Kings. Away with that infamous 
iſland!“ We had long enjoyed the bleſſings of a free govern- 
ment, and he hoped we ſhould hand it down unimpaired to 
poſterity, to be by them enjoyed until time ſhould be no more. 
We. are engaged in the cauſe of all civilized Europe. In ſo 
| y-_ 2 purpoſe, and for ſo great an end, ſhould England be 
remoſt in deſerting the ſtandard ? Forbid it juſtice, forbid 
ſentiment, forbid it humanity! No, my Lords, we will 
not negotiate with ſuch offenders ; we will ſhow them, by our 
wt | reſo- 
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reſolutions, this night, we are determined to check their pre- 
ſumptuous endeavours, and convince them that Engliſhmen 
ſtill regard and adore that Sovereign, . whoſe attention to their 
real intereſt merits their pratitude, and ſecures his undiſturbed 
tranquillity. Nor, my Lords, can we obſerve in this Conven- 
tion any intention of relinquiſhing theſe alarming principles. 
God forbid we ſhould have a peace on ſuch: diſhonourable 
terms !—God ſorbid that we ſhould treat for one, till we can 
ſecure our conſtitution, preſerve our liberty, and maintain 

our religion! +1 4 5 - | tt 50 e 
Earl Hardwithe aid, he thought it incumbent on every 
noble Lord, who had at any time ſtated his ſentiments on 
political ſubjects in that Houſe, that day to riſe and avow his 
opinion as to the preſent important criſis of public affairs. He 
meant moſt decidedly to give his vote for the Addreſs, and to 
lend miniſters every poſſible ſupport towards a vigorous pro- 
ſecution of the war; becauſe he not only conſidered it as juſt 
and neceſſary, but ſuch as had been forced upon the country, 
and could not at preſent be brought to .a termination with 
ſafety and honour. He -agreed entirely with thoſe noble 
Lords, that there was not in France any proper power to treat 
with at preſent, ſo as to make a peace to be relied on, in the 
{ſmalleſt degree likely to be permanent and ſecure. When a 
noble Earl near him (Lord Mansfield) had ſaid, that It was 
impoſſible for order to make an alliance with anarchy, he had, 
| pr inadvertently, uſed the very expreſſion of Monſieur 
Briſſot, in his pamphlet addreſſed to his conſtituents, publiſhed 
at Paris in May laſt, and immediately ſuppreſſed: The 
pamphlet, though ſo long fince publiſhed, had not, for the 
reaſon he had ſtated, been known much of in London, till 
within a few weeks paſt. That pamphlet gave a ftriking 
picture of the true ſituation of the Convention, and the pre- 
dominant faction in Paris; and the ſtatement it contained 
might be relied on, as the author was well known to have had 
a a principal ſhare in contriving the plots he deſcribed, and to 
have been one of the chief actors in the ſcene of his political 
drama. His Lordſhip thought no man could read that 
.curious pamphlet, ind. not be convinced, that it- would be 
the extreme of folly to attempt to negotiate for peace. with 
any perſons in France at preſent. The circumſtances of the 
times, and the ſituation of the country, the Earl ſaid, reminded 
him of a celebrated performance at a memorable epoch of our 
Hiſtory, he meant the laſt ſpeech of King William to his 
Parliament; that ſpeech had made ſo much impreſſion on 
the public mind, and been ſo generally admired, that it was 
op | printed 
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printed and ſold in great numbers, which were framed: and 
12 up for years together in moſt of the houſes in all parts 
of the kingdom. His Lordſhip read ſome of the moſt ſtriking 
paſſages of it, and particularly that in which the King told 
his parliament, to recolle& that the eyes of all Europe were upon 
them; that the cauſe the country was engaged in, was moſt ardu- 
ous and important ; but that they might entertain a confidence of 
ſucceſs, 1F ENGLISHMEN WERE BUT TRUE TO THEM= 
SELVES. His Lordſhip commented on the wiſdom and ſalu- 
tarineſs of this language, and on its appoſiteneſs to the preſent 
occaſion, when the eyes of all Europe were clearly upon us, 
and there * ſo much occaſion for public unanimity, and for 
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Engliſnmen to be true to themſelves. | | 

Earl Stanhope ſaid, he was aſtoniſhed to hear the noble Duke 
and the noble Earl near him, pledge themſelves reſpectively 
to that Houſe, to give their cordial and hearty ſupport to 
miniſters, during the future proſecution and continuance of 

the war: He roſe, therefore, to pledge himſelf to that Houſe, v 

and to the public, as heartily to give his firm and moſt deter- el 

mined oppoſition to the war, in every ſtage of it; becauſe he , at 

thought it a moſt unjuſt and unneceſſary war. He meant that \ ſo 

night to vote for the Amendment, as propoſed by his noble A 
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Friend; and was ſorry to have heard it ſo much miſtated, as 
it had been by the noble Duke, not, he was perſuaded, inten- 
tionally, but in conſequence of miſconception merely. The 
Amendment was clear and ſpecific, and peculiarly proper, as 


it left it to the wiſdom and prudence of his Majeſty, what h. 
terms to offer, or what to accept: But it would not be neceſ- 0 
ſary for him to take up much of their Lordſhips' time, by bi 
entering into, a diſcuſſion of the expediency of ſuch a propo- be 
Tal for peace, as he intended, in a few days, to bring forward it 
a motion for that purpoſe ; and he would take care it ſhould 1h 
not be miſrepreſented, becauſe he would take care that it in 
ſhould not be miſunderſtood. The ſubject was of infinite cl 
importance to the country, and ought not to be poſtponed. h 
What he bx to was a motion for an Addreſs to his Majeſty, | co 
to deſire his Majeſty to give directions for a formal recognition | to 
of the French republic. He profeſſed himſelf warmly inclined | in 
for peace in almoſt any manner that it could be obtained, and or 
would therefore vote for the Amendment. He not only an 
thought that we could and ought to treat with the preſent | hz 
government of France; but would go much further, in order w 
that it might be no longer a doubt or difficulty who we were th 
to treat with, or how we were to treat. He had acquainted ö di 
his noble relation, the Secretary of State, that it was his. in- da 


tention 
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tention to make a motion to ſet that matter in the cleareſt 
point of view; and requeſted he would name the earlieſt day 
ſible, when it would be convenient to him that it ſhould 
de brought forward. The noble Secretary had named next 
Thurſday: He therefore gave notice, that on Thurſday (23d) 
he meant to move, that an humble Addreſs be preſented to his 
Majeſty, humbly praying that his Majeſty would be pleaſed 
to give eee his miniſters, in the name of this country 
to acknowledge the Republic of France: | | | 
Lord Grenville ſaid, he had been anxious to hear all the 
arguments of different noble Lords before he ſpoke, and he 
had hoped that every noble Lord would have entered that 
Houſe with an unanimous determination to ſupport the 
Addreſs to the crown. At this moment, when the eyes of 
Europe were turned on their deliberations, their unanimity 
might ſhow a daring nation that they were refolved to main- 
tain the bleſſings they enjoyed, and that diſunion ſhould not 
weaken their meaſures, or ſlacken their efforts. We have 
embarked in a war, in which we may naturally hope for the 
aſſiſtance of Providence; but the ſubject had been argued with 
ſo much ability and talents by the noble Earl who moved the 
Addreſs, and the noble Lord who ſeconded it, that little in- 
deed remained for him to add. It was true that his noble 
relation had applied to him, to know when it would ſuit him 
to diſcuſs the motion of which his noble relation had juſt 
given notice, and, as far as he had power, to name a day: He 
had faid, he had no objection to Thurſday. He was obliged 
to his noble relation, for his intention to bring on the motion; 
but as it could not be too ſoon diſcuſſed, he was glad it could 
be taken into conſideration on ſo early a day. At ſuch a criſis 
it was highly neceſſary. that the members of both Houſes 
ſhould ſpeak-on it. With that view it was that his Majeſty, 
in his Speech from the throne, had been ſo explicit, and ſo 
clearly {tated the object of the war, the circumſtances that 
had attended it, and the neceſſity for its continuance. - The 
conduct of noble Lords that day had been extremely ſatisfac- 
tory to his mind; and he had no doubt but it would make a due 
impreſſion on the nation, while it reflected the higheſt honour 
on themſelves. His Lordſhip ſaid, if the war was undefined 
and undefinable, as the noble Earl who moved the Amendment 
had ftated, the ſame ſurely might be ſaid of the Amendment, 
without injuſtice. With regard to the objects of the war, and 
the ſucceſſes of the campaign, Lord Grenville declared, he 
did not think it neceſſary for him to go into any detail that 
day; he would, therefore, content himſelf with — 4 
| f 708 he, g Oule, 
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Houſe, that on their reſolves depended the ſafety, and per- 
haps the independence, of Europe: And, he truſted, that the 
reſult of their deliberations would furniſh a bright page in the 


annals of their country. 


The Marquis of Le ſaid, he conſidered the preſent, N 


as the opening of one of the moſt momentous ſeſſions that 
had occurred in modern times; that, exhauſted as the Houſe 
was, it was not neceſſary for him, at that late hour, to take 
up much of their Lordſhips time in arguments to juſtify his 
giving Eis vote for the Amendment, and againſt the Addreſs 


as originally moved. He meant not, the 1 to 


. avoid the appearance of oppoſing the war; their Lordſhips 
well knew he had declared his opinion on that point diſtinctly, 
and aſſigned his reaſons for it moſt explicitly and unreſervedly 
to that Houſe and to the people laſt ſeſſion, when the latter 
were in the fulneſs of their delufion. He thought he ſaw 
pretty evident marks of a change in the public ſentiment, 
reſpecting the war. Sure he was, that when men came to 
reffect coolly, and to give their reaſon fair play, they would be 
convinced that the war was unneceſſary in its commencement, 
and highly impolitic in its continuance. That was his opinion, 
and that opinion he would never be backward to aſſert and 


maintain in the face of their Lordſhips. As for the Speech 


delivered from the throne, conſidering it the ſpeech of the 
miniſtry, he would declare he ſhould oppoſe the greater part 
of it; little, very little of it, was there to which he could give 
the ſmalleſt approbation. The Speech had diſcovered a ſecret, 
viz. that it was a war for nothing: Nothing always coſt moſt : 
It was, generally a purchaſe paid for ten times over. Hurried 
into this melancholy war, Heaven knows where it will termi- 
nate; for miniſters ſeemed determined to perſevere till ſome 
firm government was eſtabliſtked, or monarchy reſtored. No- 


ble Lords, in the courſe of the debate, afferted, that this war 


was unprecedented; that it was totally different from any other 
in the hiſtory of this country. He could find but one which 
it ſtrongly reſembled, and which was nearly the deſtruction 
of England—the war with America. Though this war was 
carried on perhaps injudiciouſly, he was certain that was much 


worſe, He would decline at preſent going into the hiſtory of 


the campaign; he would for that ſubject chuſe a time when 
their Lordſhips were not exhauſted by long fitting, and 
wearied by difcuſſion. The miniſters ſay they are ignorant 


how they ſhould proceed; with whom they ſhould treat. 
They tell you, my Lords, there is no power in France to 


treat with, if they were diſpoſed to treat at all, Before they 
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make ſuch aſſertions, let the King's miniſters aſk General 
Wurmſer, if there is no exiſting government in France ? 
Let them aſk the Duke of Brunſwick and the King of Pruſſia 1 
Let them aſk my Lord Hood, and Sir Gilbert Elliot! Let 
them aſk the royaliſt army of La Vendee | Let them aſk the 
unfortunate Lyoneſe | Let them aſk the Spaniards, retreating 
before their arms! All theſe he was afraid muſt confeſs 
there was a government; and he greatly feared that it would 
not be long before the Prince of Saxe Cobourg, and the 
Duke of York, muſt allow that there was a government in 
Frante. { "rig: | : | 
It did not, the Marquis faid, require much of the ſpirit of 
- divination to pronounce a year ago, what would be the fatal, 
the unavoidable, conſequences of involving the country in 
a war againſt opinions; the avowed object of which was to 
repel unprovoked aggreſhons, but the real one was to pre- 
ſcribe laws to an independent country. Whether the Speech 
from the throne would remove or confirm the delirium that 
had' been produced in the public mind, he could not take 
upon him to ſay; but it certainly contained information that 
muſt be acceptable to all that preferred war to peace, and 
had an intereſt in ſupporting the romantic ſchemes of admiy 
niſtration. The Amendment of the noble Earl did not exactly 
correſpond with his ideas, although the gave it a preference 
to the Addreſs. The horrid outrages that had been perpe- 
trated in France, particularly in the Iſland of Noirmoutier, 
were owing to the deluſive hopes the royaliſts entertained of 
aſſiſtance from this country They diſcovered their error 
when too late. The tragical event that took place, he choſe 
rather to allude to that mention. Theſe outrages, he was 
forry to ſay, ſeemed to be terminated only by the extermina- 
tion of one of the contending parties, The Marquis com- 
plained of the ſort of contempt and perſonal odium endea- 
voured to, be thrown on the leading characters in the Con- 
vention, and ſaid it was ſimilar to the idle conduct that had 
been held with reſpect to the Congreſs in America, during 
the miſchievous war with that country. He ſaid, it was 
weak and fooliſh 'to talk of Engliſh morality and Engliſh 
regard for religion, in contradiſtinction to the conduct and 
manners of the French republicans The faſt-day was 4 
proaching, and though he was not fond of party diſcourſes 
from the pulpit, he fhould be glad to hear a good ſermon 
on a text, which he had always conſidered as one of the beſt 
parts of the Scripture, viz. the parable of the Phariſce and 
the publican. e Fo 7 
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The Earl of Abingdon ſaid, that being come to town to 


attend his duty in parliament, as one of the hereditary guard- 


jans of the conſtitution of this country, and finding that the 
addreſs to his Majeſty was founded on meaſures, which alone, 
in his mind, could effect our political falvation and exiſtence 
(I mean, ſaid his Lordſhip, by proſecuting with wi part 
vigour and redoubled ardour, the zu/# and holy war in whic 
we are engaged, juſt and holy, moſt truly ſo on our part), 
he roſe to give the Addreſs his moſt hearty and cordial ſup- 
ort | | | 
8 The Marquis Townſend made a ſhort ſpeech at the table in 
ſupport of the Addreſs, and pointed out in a clear manner 
the impoſſibility of commencing a negotiation with the pre- 
ſent predominant faction in Paris. The Marquis alſo ani- 
madverted on the other topics which had been adverted to in 
the courſe of the Addreſs. _ | | e 
The Earl of Lauderdale began with ſtating the difficulties he 


felt in riſing to ſpeak to the queſtion, but his difficulties did 
not ariſe ſrom the want of argument of the noble Earl. They 


aroſe from a melancholy reflection on the ſituation of affairs; 


from a painful recollection of the raſh conduct of the mi- 


niſtry, in not offering an alliance and treaty with France 
from the recollection how the miniſters of this country 
treated the negotiations of the republic, and the ſhameful 
and indignant manner with which they loſt a favourable o 

portunity for negotiation, viz. when Monſieur Chauvelin 
was here, whom they infulted, although he had been ſent by 
the republic, to enter into an alliance with this country. 
He felt extremely hurt at being obliged to act differently 
from the noble Duke (Portland) with whom he had com- 


menced his political career; and he lamented the loſs the 


country received, from the noble Duke's attaching himſelf 


to miniſtry; which, he doubted not, his Grace did on the 


pureſt motives; but neither that, nor, he believed, any thing 


ele, could put an end to their private friendſhip. He ſaid, 


that the noble Secretary of State had argued little on this 
important occaſion; that he made, it is true, a pompous 
eulogium on the conduct of his Majeſty's miniſters and mea- 


ſures, but had quickly paſſed over every thing relating to the 
war, every objection he could make to. the Amendment. 
His Lordſhip apologized for having rifen ſo late, but no 


Jateneſs of the hour could prevent him from doing his duty, 
and offer ſome remarks on the ſubje&t. The noble Secretary 
had ſaid, he wanted to hear every noble Lord to have ſtated 
his ſentiments before he roſe himſelf; but no noble” Lord 
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was entitled to ſay when another noble Lord ſhould: ſpeak. 
He called on the noble Lords to conſider the ſituation of the 
country, and to recolle&t how materially different the mea- 
ſures of miniſters had been in the laſt campaign, to what they 
declared to be their object in the next campaign. The war 
was engaged in to protect the country of our allies from in- 
vaſion; that they declared to be the object; but had by | 


kept that in view? His Lordſhip confeſſed himſelf at fir 


puzzled to account for the perverſe dereliction of the object 
which miniſters once profeſſed to hold out but he conjectured 


the cauſe might be found in the opinion of a man whoſe 


imagination was acknowledged to be as futile, as his judgment 
was notoriouſly defective. He recommended it to their 
Lordſhips to examine the different language of Lord Auck- 
land's memorial, and that held by Lord Hood in his addreſſes 
at: Toulon. Does (continued his Lordſhip) the declaration 
of Lord Hood and Sir Gilbert Elliot at 'Toulon ſhew that to 


be the object which Lord Auckland had ſtated ?—Does the 


. capture of the fortified towns in the Netherlands manifeſt | 


that to be the only motive? No; it is evident miniſters with 
to eſtabliſh the old government, and that the revival of mo- 
narchy in France is now what appears to have induced them 


to perſevere in hoſtilities. But he did not heſitate a moment 
to aſſert, that if this was the particular object they had in 


view, the campaign was conducted with inability by miniſtry 3 
that they had let flip the only opportunity of effectuating 
their wiſh, the time when the Duke of York, and Saxe 
Cobourg, were ſucceſsfully advancing 'into the interior of 


France. Had they perſevered then, had they marched for- 


ward to the capital, the Convention might have trembled for 
their ſafety, the republic might have ſhuddered for their ex- 
iſtence; but the critical moment was deferred. Their minds 
were turned to different objects; they omitted the only period 
for ſucceſs, and they gave the victorious arms of the republic 


an opportunity of deſtroying the only remaining friends of 


royalty in Britanny and La Vendec l 
His Lordſhip adverted to the wretched ſtate of the royal- 
iſts in that country, who now ſuffer the horrors of deſtructive 


war, and ſhudder at the confidence they had placed in the pro- 
feſſions of ſupport from England, nearly as much as they did at 


the introduction of the guillotine into that devoted province. 


Hle was ſorry that, at this time, the noble Duke ſhould with- 


draw from the people that ſupport which he ever gave to 
their intereſt : Surely it was not the melodious voice of the 
noble Lord who called to him, that could have induced him 
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to depart from that line of conduct which had hitherto ſo 
eminently diſtinguiſhed him. If he wiſhed to ſave the 
country from the precipice of ruin, he ought to oppoſe the 
government, and give his ſupport to the amendment. The 
noble Duke aſſerted that this war was different from any 
we were ever engaged in, that its object was the ſupport of 


religion and happineſs, and that it was ſolely defenſive. For 


his part, he had never dreaded the introduction of French 


principles in this country; but as to the latter aſſertion, could 
the noble Duke be ſerious, when he ſaid, that the capture 


of the fortified towns in the Netherlands ſhewed the war to 
be defenſive? Does the attempt of ſending troops into the 
Weſt demonſtrate that ſuch was their object? Does the cap- 
ture of Toulon, and the conſequent declaration, ſhew it to 
be the motive? No ! the eſtabliſhment of monarchy in France 
is the ſecret object which miniſtry undertook to effectuate; but 
each day might convince them of their error, of the little 

ound of expectation there was to warrant their indulging 
in the vain idea of being able to accompliſh ſuch an event. 


What, he aſked, was the ſituation of the republic now, com- 


pared with what it was when we embarked in this ruinous 
war? The reſources of Auſtria, of Pruſſia, and of England, 
were greater; but the enemies of France were more nu- 
merous; now their internal enemies are deſtroyed, we can 
hope for nothing in the quarter of the royalifts : The diſaf- 
fected city of Lyons is razed; the inhabitants expoſed to 
miſery, executed, or dragging on an exiſtence in dungeons ; 


Toulon is recovered : In a word, no internal enemies diſtract 


and weaken their exertions. The popular idea, the only ar- 
gument made uſe of by the miniſtry of the country, that 
which ſeemed to contain the very marrow of that on which 
they relied, was the difficulty and the dangers of treating 
with the government in France. This was the argumenr 
made uſe of when the raſhneſs of former miniſters had 
brought England to the verge of ruin during the American 
war. He reprehended the ſtyle in which the leaders in the 
Convention were treated in this country, and ſaid, it was 
like the ſtyle adopted with reſpect to the leaders in America 
during the laſt war. What ! it was ſaid by the miniſter then, 
is the Britiſh nation to ſtoop to treat with Hancock and his 
crew? What! ſay miniſtry now, ſhall the nation treat with 
Robeſpierre? They were obliged to treat with that ſame 


Hancock and his crew, whom they had affected to deſpiſe ; 


and they muſt, ere long, enter into alliance with ſome of 
thoſe againſt whom they now ſo loudly inveigh; but, my 
7 | Lords, 
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Lords, though it 1s irrelevant now, the conſequences of this 


war cannot be paſſed by; conſequences ſo lamentable, that 
you cannot but ſhudder when you hear that the alarm o 


fear, which was ſpread by the miniſtry, became the obje 


of criminal perſecution in this country. The revolutionary 


tribunal in France is looked on with horror and diſguſt ;z but 


what has been the conduct of the criminal courts in Great 
Britain, particularly on a recent occaſion in a diſtant part of 


the kingdom? Have you not heard of the moſt extraordinary 
ſentences? Were ſuch cruelties ever remembered in the 


. hiſtory of our country? Are theſe what can induce the 


people to admire the conſtitution? Are theſe what can 
warm them to its ſupport? What man could venerate or 
reſpect that conſtitution which muſt be protected by the 
friend becoming a ſpy on the actions of his neighbour, and 
the hours of domeſtic conviviality ſubje& to a ſtate inquiſi- 
tion? But, my Lords, this buſineſs 1s not confined to this 


kingdom; in that country to which I belong, the courts of 
| Juſtice have exceeded every thing that imagination could 


picture; but the ſingularity of their proceedings ſhall be an 
object of future ſcrutiny, I will bring their conduct under 
inveſtigation, and ſhew you that this is one of the conſe- 
quences of this ruinous war. The writings of Mr. Paine, 
which for two years were let paſs with impunity, were at laſt 


attacked by the provident miniſtry, and the moſt horrible 
perſecutions were entered into to ſupport their impolitic am- 


bition. But what was it, my Lords, that brought about that 


revolution which we ſo often lament ? It was the enormous 
ſeverity of puniſhments; it was the dreadful oppreſſion of 


the poor. Does the miniſter of this country proceed the 
right way to prevent the introduction of French principles? 
He embarks in the war which weighs down the people with 


taxation; and he introduces a ſyſtem of ſeverity which muſt 


make them deteſt, not admire, the conſtitution we all zre ſo 
proud to boaſt of. His Lordſhip dwelt on what he termed 
the miſconduct of the war, the expenſive eſtabliſhment at 
Toulon, which miniſters knew muſt be evacuated ; and it was 
therefore a waſte of the public money. He conſidered the 
treatment of the Duke of Tuſcany by adminiſtration as al- 


| together ſcandalous and indefenſible; it was a ſpecies of con- 
ducł that had been revived now, for the firſt time, after it had 


lain by dormant and condemned for near a century. What _ 


right had we to charge that Prince with want of family 
affection ? What had been the conſequence of the former in- 


terferences-in two known inſtances ? No leſs than the death of 
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that relation, for whoſe ſafety they had interfered. After a 
long ſpeech, containing many more pointed obſervations, his 
Lordſhip ſaid, I agree with a noble Earl, that “ the eyes of 
Europe are fixed on us at this moment :” We ſhould ſhew, 
by the deciſion of this night, by the ſupport we give the 
Amendment, that in Engliſhmen there continues that true 
_ greatneſs of mind, that would with to put a ſtop to the in- 
human deluge of blood, which diſgraces the powers of Europe 
engaged in this unjuſt, unnatural, and impolitic war. 


Lord Carliſle deſired to be heard, in order to notice what 


had been faid by the laſt noble Lord. He was not afraid, he 
ſaid, that it weuld make much impreſſion on the Houſe ; but 
it might have ſome effect on the public without doors, if not 
ſet to rights: It was on that account that it deſerved an 
anfwer. | | ROY 

His Majeſty's miniſters had been charged with having 


neglected their duty, in having refuſed to negotiate with M. 


Chauvelin for ſecuring the continuance of peace with France 
but M. Chauvelin had no powers to treat for, or ſecure peace. 
M. Chauvelin had come to this country merely to diſſeminate 
ſedition, not to negotiate peace: But all his attempts were vain; 
he found the people loyal, ſatisſied, and happy; and returned 
to France with the unwelcome report, that it was impoſhble 
to prevail on Britiſh ſubjects to leſſen their affection for their 
Sovereign, and love for their conſtitution, | 

The Amendment to the Addreſs, his Lordſhip faid, con- 
veyed an unwarrantable reflection on his Majeſty's miniſters. 
Its object was to recommend a ſpeedy peace with France, as 
if they did not defire it; and were they not anxious to con- 
clude it the moment there was an opening for a permanent 
and ſecure peace? But could ſuch a peace be negotiated with 
men who ſet religion and every moral obligation at open defi- 
ance? who gloried in atheiſm ? | EE 

Lord Grenville roſe a ſecond time, and hoped that every 
noble Lord would have ſpoken. His Lordſhip threw a variety 
of new lights upon the ſubject of the debate. He acknowledged 


it was not ſurprifing, that the noble Earl [Lauderdale] could 


not reply to arguments he had not adduced ; but he would, 
thus called upon, enter pretty fully into the queſtion, that he 
might reply to certain aſſertions which had been frequently 
urged in the courſe, of that night. His Lordſhip ſaid, he 
withed the noble Earl had not ventured to queſtion the con- 
duct of the criminal courts of a. diſtant part of the kingdom, 
if he had not thought proper or intended to bring the charge 
forward in ſuch a ſhape as would admit of full information 


. reſpecting 
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reſpecting it, and a fair and ample diſcuſſion. Whenever that 
ſhouldbe the caſe, he pledged himſelf to thew that in no inſtanc 
had the laws been wreſted for any vindictive purpoſe—The 
had been exerted, but not ſtretched; and the occaſions had 
been ſuch as ſufficiently called for the vengeance of an inſulted 
conſtitution, There would, he hoped, be a future opportu- 
nity for going thoroughly into an inveſtigation of the buſineſs. 
The principal point under diſcuſſion, his Lordſhip ſaid, 
was the queſtion that had been ſo frequently repeated, With 
whom were we to treat?“ He would give their Lordſhips a 
| ſatisfaction more complete on that point than any ſurmiſes or 
arguments he could himſelf advance he would give them the 
opinion of M. Briſſot, a man confeſſedly at the head of a pow- 
erful party, that of the Girondiſts, whoſe policy brought the 
unhappy Monarch of France to the ſcaffold, and whoſe crime 
had been ſtated by Robeſpierre to be no leſs than the plung- 
ing of France into a war with this country, | 
The Executive Power, then, according to M. Briffot, is 
« any ſanguinary monſter, who, in the revolutionary inſur- 
rection of a mob, is the moſt ferocious and the moſt unprin- 
i cipled.” If we could have acceded to terms propoſed by M. 
| Briflot, can we ſuppoſe that M. Robeſpierre would not have 
found it eaſy to convert into criminal accuſation the making 
peace with a tyrant (for ſuch they had infamouſly ſtyled his 
Majeſty), in direct oppoſition to the will of the Convention, 
who had declared it death to propoſe to treat with any power, 
till that power had firſt acknowledged the ſovereignty of the 
nation, and the juſtice and propriety of the principles the 
( had eſtabliſhed ? And could we admit to negotiate with ſuc 
perſons on ſuch grounds? Impollible ! | 
What, ſaid his Lordſhip, vas the opinion of M. Briſſot as 
to our averſion to negotiate ? Hear his own words“ The 
abſurd and impolitic decree of the 19th of November, which 
very juſtly excited uneaſineſs in foreign cabinets” Here you 
have a juſtification, by the author of the war, of the feelings 
and the conduct of the allied powers. He adds, throwin 
the infamy of that act upon the Anarchifts, “ the death of the 
King is an impolitic meaſure, which, with the maſſacres of 
the 2d of September, alienated from them all the neutral 
powers.” | I | 
At the very moment we were amuſed with the hopes of 
peace, Dumourier was' preparing to invade Holland. 'The 
Executive Council of France only deſired him to drive the 
Auſtrians from the Rhine, as a preparatory ſtep, and the 
conqueſt of Holland would have followed of courſe. 'The 
| CY | | _ plunder 
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plunder they were to collect in Holland was to have enabled 
them to have carried on their ſchemes of ſubverting every 


other government; and M. Briſſot has confeſſed, that the va 

wealth that was to be acquired, was for the purpoſe of enrich- 

ing the tyrants that ruled France. EEE 
If we had been even inclined to deſcend to negotiate with 


the preſent men in power, M. Robeſpierre would tell you, 


that you could not do ſo, unleſs certain previous ſtipulations 


were complied with. By a decree of the Convention, France 


cannot make peace with any power who holds one foot of her 
territory; previouſly therefore to a negotiation, the allies muſt 
have given up the fortrefles they have taken; they muſt have 


given up Brabant; and Savoy and Nice muſt have been put 


in poſſeſſion of the republicans. In the Weſt Indies we muſt 
have abandoned Cape Nicola Mole; and in the Eaſt we muſt 
have evacuated Pondicherry, and every other conqueſt which 
| Happily manifeſts that their power in India 1s for ever anni- 
lated. . | 
_ His Lordſhip then proceeded to ſhew the nature of the re- 
volutionary power, according to the opinions of M. Briſſot, 
which proved, that it ſtruck at every thing like authority and 
order, and that the finews of its power were impriſonment, 
confiſcation, rapine, and maſſacre. | 0 


The noble Earl, he obſerved, ſeemed to be completely un- 


acquainted with the preſent ſtate of France. If he thought 
that the people were unanimous in any thing, he would tell 
him, that, from the commencement of the revolution, a pe- 
riod of more violent diſſenſion never exiſted; nor were the 
minds of men ever more averſe to what pretends to be the 
executive power of the country than they were at this mo- 
ment. In Paris there now exiſted two Zb as much at 


open variance as the Briſſotines and the Mountain had been. 


The Commune of Paris and the leaders of the Convention 
were engaged in a violent ſtruggle for the executive power. 
Notwithſtanding the dreadful denunciations of the mer- 
chants, and every deſcription of perſons one degree better 
than the Sans Culottes, of Bourdeaux, at Marſeilles, and at 


Lyons, ſo little dependance can they place on the real feelings 
and attachment of the people, that at Lyons, for inſtance, 


not one wretch could be found ſufficiently depraved for their 
confidence, and Paris was obliged to ſend: and ſupply the 


municipal officers of the ſouth. In the capital two commit- 


tees, as he had ſtated, were ſtruggling for the'aſcendency ; 
and they were deceived, who imagine that the faction, which 
had diſcomfited Briſſot, might not ſpeedily fall before a more 

5 | | bloody 
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bloody rival. That the preſent ſucceſsful men perceive the 
ſame neceſſity for order as their predeceſſors, and labour to 
obtain it, is ſo ludicrouſſy proved, that, to the aſtoniſnment 
and laughter of all mankind, we find the merciful Robeſpierre 
become the advocate of the Chriſtian religion. 
Men formerly thought themſelves eminently ſucceſsful in 
the cauſe of freedom when they deſtroyed the Baſtile: At the 
time of its demolition it was a memorable fact, that only two 
ſtate priſoners were found in it. Look at the priſons of France 
at the preſent moment, crowded with unhappy wretches, 
whoſe riches conllitute their greateſt crimes. In all more than 
two hundred thouſand perſons have been made the victims of 
ſuſpicion and the revolutionary power. In Paris, the gaols, 
the abbeys, every den which they can convert to the ſafeguard 
of the only men of worth in France, is full of thoſe unhappy 
objects of a diabolical vengeance, and about 5000 perſons 
now languiſh in the dungeons of Paris. Nay, a late and well. 
known event may ſhew in a moſt glaring light, the total in- 
difference to even the miſerable forms of juſtige remaining. 
A great number of the unfortunate wives, &c. of thoſe un- 
happy. priſoners came in a body to the bar of the Convention, 
to beſeech that their relatives might have the common juſtice 
of trial afforded them, that if guilty, they might be puniſhed, 
but if innocent, reſtored to their homes; then they were ad- 
moniſhed, after ſome fulfome alluſions to the mother of the 
Gracchi, to employ their time better than to think about the 
deſtiny of ſuſpected perſons. But as ſomething was to be 
done, a motion was made to refer their caſes to the inveſti- 
gation gf the Committee du Salut Publique. This was negatived; 
for it was impoſſible for patriot citizens to ſpare ſufficient 
time for ſo humiliating a taſk; it was therefore decreed that 
two members taken from their ſociety, ſhould, juſt when 
they had nothing better to do, inquire whether any of them 
were worth ſaving, and report accordingly. Thus, in de- 
fiance of every principle of law and juſtice, theſe perſecuted 
beings were dehvered up to the ſavage judgment of the very 
men by whoſe arbitrary authority they were originally com- 
pelled to people their priſons. _ + F-4. He 10 
Lord Grenville, in the courſe of his reaſoning upon the dif- 
ferent parts of M. Briſſot's addreſs to his conſtituents of the 
Eure and Loire, contraſted them with the various ſtatements 
made by Briſſot to the Convention, at the commencement of 
the preſent year, in his reports delivered in his capacity of 
chairman of the Committee Diplomatiquez from whence it ap- 
peared, that the colouring put upon the moſt important facts, 
. 6 . 5 
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particularly with reſpect to the views and objects of the Con- 
vention in relation to the government impoſed upon the 
people of Belgium, and in reference to their conduct to fo- 
reign powers, and the means of effecting their purpoſe in 
each particular, was totally falſe and deluſive; and that the 


reports altogether might juſtly be confidered as one continued 


maſs of grofs impoſition on the public of France, with a view 
to further the intereſts and aims of the Girondiſts (at that 


time the prevailing faction in the Convention) , ſince Briſſot 


in his celebrated addreſs to his conſtituents explains the whole 
myſtery, and openly confeſſes that ſuch fallacies were prac- 
tiſed, in order to miſlead the people, and eſtabliſh the ty- 
ranny of the rulers of France. In this part of his ſpeech (and 
it was by much the longeſt and moſt effential) Lord Grenville 
diſplayed uncommon ability and powers of reaſoning. He 
firſt read the choſen paſſages from the diplomatic reports of 
Briſſot, and, after ſome pointed and illuſtrative obſervations, 
ſtated the different manner in which Briſſot explained the real 
facts, and commented upon them, in his recently printed 
addreſs of May laſt; but as we are not in poſſeſſion of the 
papers containing the diplomatic reports of Briſſot, it would 
be a vain attempt to endeavour to follow his Lordſhip in detail 
through this very important and very able part of a ſpeech, 
more remarkable for clearneſs and addreſs, where the taſk 
was in itſelf complex and difficult, than any ſpeech we ever 
liſtened to. | | 1 

His Lordſhip concluded with declaring, that he entertained, 
on what he deemed reaſonable grounds, the firmeſt confidence 
in the ultimate ſucceſs of the Allies; and that, feeling the 
noble taſk which that Houſe was then met to perform, he de- 


duced from the deciſion of that night, and the bleſſing of Pro- 


vidence upon their councils, the reſtoration of order and go- 
vernment to France; and the preſervation of the laws, the 
religion, and the liberties of Europe. | 


The Earl of Lauderdale roſe to explain. His Lordſhip de- 


clared, he was ſo far a friend to the doctrine of equality, 
that in that Houſe he would ever inſiſt on liberty of ſpeech. 
He had as much right to deliver his ſentiments at one time of 
a debate as at another, and no noble Lord, whether a miniſter 
or not, was entitled to dictate to him as to the mode in which 


he thought proper to diſcharge his parliamentary duty. With 
regard to what the noble Lord had ſaid, reſpecting the alluſion 
he had made to the conduct of a criminal court in Scotland, 


he was a little ſurprifed, becauſe if he were better known for 
any one part of his conduct in Parliament than another, he 
os CE | - truſted 


: . 
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truſted it was, for not blinking any queſtion of importance, 
but meeting it in the moſt open and direct way. He might 
hardly have been ſuppoſed to mention the conduct of the cri- 
minal courts of juſtice in Scotland, if he had not meant to 
bring the ſubject forward in a regular ſhape, as ſoon as he 
was perfectly prepared to do ſo. Such was his intention, 
when it was convenient to himſelf. His Lordſhip added a 
few more words to- prove, that the noble Secretary, in de- 
_—_— that the e e of France had paſſed a decree 
ſubjecting thoſe perſons to the penalty of death, who made 
peace with any Power that held a foot of the dominions of 
France, had been gnilty of a miſtake, and confounded the 
idea of that decree, by ſubſtituting the words make peace,” 
for © treat for peace.” His Lordſhip alſo repeated, that his 
noble friend's amendment only generally mentioned that his 
Majeſty might be addreſſed to propoſe terms of peace, without 
ſtating or limiting his Majeſty to propofe any preciſerterms, _ 
| The Lord Chancellor left the woolſack, not, he ſaid, with 
any intention, at that late hour, to go into a diſcuſſion of 
the ſubject at large. After the very able manner in which 
that had been treated by his noble friend near him (Lord 
Auckland), by the noble Secretary of State, and by many 
other noble Lords, any obſervations of his on the propriet 
and good ſenſe of his Majeſty's Speech, or of the Addreſs 
moved in anſwer to it, would be wholly unneceſſary and ſu- 
perfluous. He troubled their Lordſhips merely to take notice 
of a matter, which he doubted not their Lordſhips would go 
with him jn conſidering of more weighty importance than 
even any further diſcuſhon of the Speech from the Throne, 
you and important as that conſideration undeniably was. 
e roſe for the purpoſe of vindicating the charaCter of the 
Judges of the criminal court in Scotland, who had not been 
made the ſubject of a direct accuſation, which would admit 
of inveſtigation, diſcuſſion, and defence, but in an indirect, 
incidental, and. ſecondary way, had been attacked in the 
niceſt and moſt delicate point, that any man bearing the ſe- 
rious, ſolemn, and important character of a judge, could 
poſſibly feel. The noble Secretary of State had taken imme- 
diate and proper notice of ſo unjuſt a charge, and the noble 
Larl (who had thought proper obliquely to allade to him, al- 
though the noble Fart well knew that he was ready at all 
times to meet any direct charge) had condeſcended to ſay, 
that he intended to bring the matter forward in a regular 
ſhape ; but he had neither mentioned the time when he would 
do ſo, nor the facts on which he grounded his ſuggeſtion. 
Vor. b | G 5 The 
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The Lord Chancellor defended and juſtified the conduct of 
the judges of the criminal courts of juſtice in Scotland, and 


declared, that their ſentence in the caſe alluded to, had been 
clearly and ſtrictly conſonant to law, and preciſely appoſite to 
the occaſion. He had himſelf been in the ſituation of a judge, 
and he could not but feel for men of that deſcription, when 


unfairly and injuriouſly attacked. With ſeveral of them he 


had long lived in the habits of intimacy. and friendſhip, and 
he knew them well to be men of great abilities, and of inte- 


grity equal to their abilities; incapable of being biaſſed by 


avours or frowns. And as the characters of the venerable 
judges who compoſed the criminal court of juſtice in Scot- 
land ought to place them above ſuſpicion, he truſted that their 
Lordſhips would forgive him for having detained the Houſe 
at ſo late an hour, by the ſummary diſcharge of an indiſ- 
penſable part of his duty, in ſtanding up in the defence of 
learned and reſpectable men, attacked in their abſence, when 


there was not a poſſibility of their defending themſelves. 


The Earl of Lauderdale ſaid, he was extremely unfortunate 
in being ſo often obliged to trouble their Lordſhips, but it 


ſeemed to be his fate that day to be miſunderſtood. His Lord- 
ſhip then aſſured the Houſe, that he would give the noble and 
learned Lord an ample opportunity of defending himſelf ; and 


ſurely the noble Lord had not to learn, that he was the laſt man 


living, who would ſkulk from or blink any ſubject, which he 
had once thought it right to mention in that Houſe, With 
regard to what he had ſaid of the criminal court in Scot- 


land, he had not wantonly tated it. He.had taken great pains 


already to make himſelf maſter of the cafe, and had poſ- 
ſeſſed himſelf of as many documents as would take up a 
_ conſiderable time in reading to the Houſe z and as ſoon as he 
was prepared, he ſhould bring the ſubject forward in a ſhape 
capable of full diſcuſſion; but not being a profeſſional man, at 
Jeaſt not having praCtiſed, it could not be ſuppoſed that he 
could of a ſudden complete ſuch an arrangement as their Lord- 
- ſhips muſt all ſee was neceſſary on fo ſerious a ſubject. He re / 


minded the Houſe, that he was enitled to take it for granted, that 
he was not conſidered as a man pronto make illiberal or wanton 
attacks on judges, ſince he defied àny one of their Lordſhips 


to ſhew that he had conducted himſelf with greater delicacy, 
than he (Lord L.) had done in the caſe of the Libel Bill, 
when the nature of the ſubject neceſſarily rendered it ſo na- 
tural to advert to ſuch conſiderations. Y 

The Lord Chancellor again left the woolſack, to remind their 


Lordſhips that the conduct of the judges of Scotland, after 


What 
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what had paſſed, did not ſtand at all impeached. Their 
judgments, it would be found, were correct and unqueſtion- 
able. Their own admitted knowledge of law would prevent 
them from any imputation of having acted illegally, through 
Ignorance; and their characters, their habits, their tempers, 
and the mode in which they were well known to have con- 
ducted themſelves on all occaſions, exempted them from the 
ſuſpicion. of having been led aſide from their uſual prudenco 
by any motives of the moment, or of having forgotten to 
temper juſtice with merey. 1 . FO 
The Houſe at length divided on the queſtion of Amend- 
ment: | 2 ” * 
Contents 1 1 
Non Contents 297 
5. EE 9s 2} Majority . 135 
The main Queſtion of the Addreſs was then agreed to. 
The following are the names of the Peers who voted for 
the Amendment to the Addreſs : 4 


Duke of Norfolk ©  Farl of Lauderdale Karl Stanhope 


Duke of Bedford Earl of Cholmondely Earl Egmont 
Marquis of Lanſdown Earl of Guildford - Lord St. John . 
Earl of Derby + Earl of Albemarle Lord, Chedwerth. . 


On the motion of Earl Stanhope, their Lordſhips were : 
ordered to be ſummoned on Thurſday the 23d.—Adjourned 
at half paſt twel ee. | 4, 

| 3 WSDNRSs DAT, January 22. 
This day the Lords preſented their Addreſs to his Majeſty 


at St. James's. 1 EE Ne : 
The Humble ADDREss of the Right Honourable the Lok ps 
Spiritual and Temporal, in Parliament aſſembled. =» 
Die Martis, 21 Januarii, 17999. 
% Mg Gracious Sovereign. n $8 
« WE, your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjeQs, the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in Parliament afſembled, beg 


s leave to return your Majeſty Our humble thanks for your 


« Majeſty's moſt gracious Speech from the throne. | 
1 9 — us to aſſure your Majeſty, that we ſhall enter with 
the moſt ſerious attention into the conſideration of the 
<< preſent circumſtances of our country, knowing that on the 
<« iflue of the conteſt in which we are engaged depend the 
maintenance of our conſtitution, laws, and religion, and the 


* ſecurity of all civil ſociety. | 1 
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& We congratulate your Majeſty on the advantages which 
© have been obtained by the arms of the allied powers, and 
on the favourable change which has taken place in the gene- 


53 


ral ſitration of Europe, ſince the commencement of the war. 


We have ſeen with great ſatisfaction the United Provinces 
protected from invaſion, the Auſtrian Netherlands recovered 
ec and maintained, and places of conſiderable importance ac- 
& quired on the frontiers of France: We confider the recap- 
c ture of Mentz, and the ſubſequent ſucceſſes of the allied 
ec armies on the Rhine, as having, - notwithſtanding the late 
<« advantages of the enemy in that quarter, proved highly be- 
“ neficial to the common cauſe z and we are alſo juſtly ſenſible 

of the powerful efforts which have been made by your Ma- 
cc jeſty's allies in the South of Europe. | 

« We reflect with particular fatisfaction on the manner in 


& which the operations of your Majeſty's enemies have been 
& ;mpeded, during ſo great a part of the campaign, by the 


temporary poſſeſſion of the town and port of Toulon; on the 
important and deciſive blow which in the evacuation of that 
cc place has been given to their naval power; and on the diſ- 
ce tinguiſhed conduct, abilities, and ſpirit manifeſted on that 
« occaſion by your Majeſty's commanders, officers, and forces 
«© both by ſea and land. — | 

“ We beg leave to expreſs the ſatisfaction which we alſo 
ce feel in ſeeing that, during the courſe of the preſent year, the 


< French have been driven from their poſſeſſions and fiſhery 


cc at Newfoundland; that important and valuable acquiſitions 
« have been made both in the Eaſt and Weſt Indies; and that 
« while our naval ſuperiority has been undiſputed, our com- 
_ © merce has been ſo fully and effeQually protected. 

« We can aſſure your Majeſ 7 that we are ſtrongly impreſſ- 
« ed both with the neceſſity of vigorous and perſevering ex- 
cc ertions, and with the expectations of ultimate ſucceſs, from 
« the conſideration of the means by which the ſurther pro- 
cc greſs of the allies has hitherto been impeded, and of the 
ce ſyſtem from which our enemies have derived the means of 


c“ temporary exertion ; ſuch a ſyſtem, diſpoſing arbitrarily of 
the lives and property ef a numerous people, and violating 
« every reſtraint of juſtice, humanity, and religion, has ne- 
ce ceſſarily been productive of internal diſcontent and confu- 


0 


La) 


« fion, and has tended rapidly to exhauſt the natural and real 
« ſtrength of that country. be | FO! 
« While we join with your Majeſty in regretting the neceſ- 
« ſary continuance of the war, we are confident that your 
Majeſty's concern for the eſſential intereſts of your people 


& will 
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«,wilk induce your Majeſty to perſevere in the purſuit of thoſe 
c objects by which alone the ſolid bleſſings of peace can he 


« ſecured; and to take ſuch meaſures as may moſt effectually 


« provide for the permanent ſafety of your Majeſty's people, 
« and for the independence and ſecurity of Europe. It is im- 
ce poſſible for us not to ſee that the attainment of theſe ends is 


6 {till obſtructed by the prevalence of a ſyſtem in France, 
« equally incompatible with the happineſs of that country, 
« and with the tranquillity of all other nations; and, under 


ce this-impreſhon, we fully concur in the juſt and benevolent 
« ſentiments maniſeſted in the declaration which your Ma- 


« jeſty has graciouſly been pleaſed to communicate to us; and 


« we have ſeen with the utmoſt ſatisfaction ſo large a part of 


« Europe united in a cauſe of ſuch general concern. 


« We acknowledge, with pride and gratitude, the gracious 


© manner in which your Majeſty is pleaſed to expreſs your 


_« Majeſty's ſenſe of the unſhaken loyalty and firm attachment 
to the eſtabliſhed conſtitution and government, which, not- 


ic withſtanding the continued efforts employed to miſlead and 


« to ſeduce, have been ſo generally prevalent among all ranks . 


« of your Majeſty's ſubjects. The zeal and alacrity of the mi- 
« litia, and the diſtinguiſhed bravery diſplayed on every occa- 


« fion by your Majeſty's forces both by ſea and land, have af- 
forded eminent proofs of the ſame ſpirit which pervades and 


“ animates every claſs of the nation; and encouraged as your 


 « Majeſty's forces have been by the diſtinguiſhed example of 


„ your Majeſty's illuſtrious progeny, and by the ſenſe of the 
« bleſſings which it is the object of all our exertions to pre- 
« ſerve, they have maintained the luſtre of the Britiſh name, 
« and have ſhewn themſelves worthy of the cauſe in which 
* they are employed. - . | 

« We intreat your Majeſty to be perſuaded, that, in all 


our deliberations, we fhall bear in mind the true grounds 
and origin of the war. We remember with juſt indignation 


the attack made on your Majeſty and your Majeſty's allies, 
« grounded on principles which tend to deſtroy all property, 


© to ſubvert the laws and religion of every civilized nation, 
and to introduce univerſally that wild and deſtructive ſyſtem - 


of rapine, anarchy, and impiety, the effects of which, as 
„they have already been manifeſted in France, furniſh a 
<« dreadful but uſeful leſſon to the preſent age and to pol- 
« terity. | 1 | 

8 We will on our parts perſevere with union and vigour in 
* our exertions, ſenſible that by diſcontinuing or relaxing the 
< preſent efforts, we could hardly precure even a ſhort interval 
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« of deluſive repoſe, and could certainly never obtain either 
« ſecurity or peace. Deeply impreſſed with the neceſſity of 
« defending all that is moſt dear to us, and relying with confi- 
ce gence on the valour and reſources of our country, on the 


cc combined efforts of ſo large a part of Europe, and above 


cc all, on the inconteſtable juſtice of our cauſe, we will afford 
« to your Majeſty all poſſible ſupport in the juſt and neceſſary 


« ſyſtem in which your Majeſty is embarked ; and we truſt. 
- ©« that all claſſes of your Majeſty's ſubjects will endeavour, by 


& cultivating and practiſing the principles of humanity and 


c the duties of religion, to merit the continuance of the di- 


« vine favour and protection, which have been ſo eminently 
« experienced by theſe kingdoms.” | | | 


His Majeſty's moſt gracious Jnſwer. 


« My Lords, PRE hee 

<« T return you my warmeſt acknowledgments for this very 

c dutiful and loyal Addreſs. The ſentiments you expreſs re- 
cc ſpecting the preſent important ſituation of public affairs, 
© and the zeal and union you have manifeſted in ſupport of 


cc thoſe meaſures, which can alone tend to maintain the dear- 


« eſt intereſts of my people, and to ſecure the tranquillity and 
ce independence of Europe, cannot fail of procuring the hap- 
< pieſt effects both at home and abroad. You may be aſſured, 
« that nothing ſhall be wanting on my part to employ with 
& energy and vigour, in a cauſe of ſuch deep concern, thoſe 
& reſources which I derive from the wiſdom and firmneſs of 
% my Parliament, and from the general attachment of my 
« people to the conſtitution and government of their country, 


& and to the intereſts of humanity, order, and religion, 


throughout all Europe.” 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. os 


Tu Es DAN, Jan. 21. | | 


Soon, after the Speater had entered the Houſe (about three 
clock) the Uſher of the Black Rod appeared, and ſummon- 
ed the Houſe, with their Speaker, to attend his —_— in the 


Houſe of Peers, which was inſtantly complied wit 


On his return, the Speaker, having diſrobed, informed the 
Houſe, that, in purſuance of the powers veſted in him, he had 


cauſed new writs to be iſſued for the Boroughs of Higham 
Ferrers and Horſham, in the ſtead of ohn Lee, and Fames 


Baillie, Eſquires, deceaſed. 


Several 
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| Several members were ſworn in, among whom were Mr, 
Secretary Dundas, Mr. Fenkinſon, Mr. E. Eliot, Mr. John An- 
ftruther, and Mr. Canning. | | 


Mr. Dundas preſented Copies of the different Conven- 


tions and Treaties concluded between the month of July and 


the month of December laſt, between his Majeſty, and the 
Kings of Spain, of the Two Sicilies, of Pruſſia, the Queen of 
Portugal, the Emperor, the Margrave of Baden, and the Land- 
grave of Heſſe Caſſel; and alſo his Majeſty's Declaration ad- 
dreſſed to the People of France. —Ordered to lie on the 
Table. | 
Major Maitland moved, that they might be printed for the 
uſe of the members; Mr. Secretary Dundas informed him that 
they were printing. „ 5 
The Bill to prevent Clandeſtine Outlawries was as uſual read 
a firſt and ſecond time. 7 515 

Copies of the Declaration of his Majeſty's miniſters of the 
29th of October laſt, and of Lord Hood's Declaration to the In- 


habitants of Toulon, were ordered to lie on the Table. 


| ; ___ ADDRESS. | 

Lord Cliffden roſe to propoſe an Addreſs to his Majeſty. 
His Lordſhip began with a handſome apology for the inade- 
quacy of his abilities, and declared he would not long treſpaſs 
on the patience of the Houſe, but felt ſomewhat emboldened, 
by the conſciouſneſs of feeling, that what he had to propoſe, 
under the preſent circumſtances of the times, could challenge but 


little, if any objection ; indeed he flattered himſelf the Houſe would 
paſs an unanimous vote on the occaſion; and one reaſon why 


he felt ſo was, that the motion he ſhould have the honour to 
ſubmit to the Houſe, went only to acknowledge doctrines that 
were incontrovertible, and to admit facts that were notorious. 
None could oppoſe the Addreſs, he thought, who did not 
maintain that we were to act the baſe part of deſerting our al- 
lies, and make peace, or at leaſt endeavour ſo to do, without 
their concurrence z a meaſure fraught with too much infamy 
and too many dangerous conſequences to admit of defence. 
The enormous and alarming power of France was at once, he 
contended, both the offspring and parent of mifery and miſ- 
chief; maſſacre and rapine were the means of effecting her 
ambition, and the fatal conſequences of her dominion. If, 
therefore, we were to permit the exiſting grand alliance of 
Europe to diſſolve, this conſequence would enſue—France, in 
her preſent ſituation, being more than a match for the powers 
of Eur ſeparately, would in turn over-rua the Conti- 
| | 8 | | Nenty 
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nent, and having there univerſally ſpread her frantic ſyſtem of 
deſolation, would at length bring her deſtructive principles into 
full operation in this iſland. We might not be the firſt ſa- 
erifice; but aſſuredly neither we nor any exiſting” power in 


Europe could long eſcape her mercileſs dominion : No one, he 


thought, could doubt of this, who conſidered the preſent cha- 
racter of France, as evinced both in her avowed principles, her 
deceitful profeſſions, and her public conduct. 


Peace, every friend to his country moſt certainly wiſhed: | 


for; but it muſt be a peace in fact, and not in ſemblance only; 
a peace of permanency, not a temporary and deluſive repoſe. 


At preſent it was not to be obtained with ſafety ; and any ſuſ- : 


penſion of hoſtility would in the end undeniably prove a moſt 
deſtructive deluſion. Among the many acts of horrid atro- 
city in which the preſent Convention of France gloried, it was 


impoſſible, his Lordſhip ſaid, not to remark one, which par- 


took, however, of the attribute of juſtice. Briſſot and his 
faction projected and effected the murder of his Sovereign, 
and the deſtruction of monarchy. Briſſot, and the accom- 
plices of his deeds, had recently periſhed on the ſcaffold which 
they had themſelves erected and ſupplied with victims. In 


this fact, he ſaw not only a ſtrong inſtance of juſtice, but a 


well-timed warning to thoſe who might think lightly of mo- 
narchy ; an eſtabliſhment, under proper limitations, fo eſſential 
to the ſecurity of property, and the protection of individuals. 
It was no ſmall ſatisfaction, he declared, to find the ſenſe of the 
people of this country in general ſo conſonant to ſound rea- 
ſon and their true intereſts. The protection which the con- 
ſtitution afforded them, they gratefully repaid by the moſt 
fincere loyalty, the moſt unfeigned attachment, and the moſt - 
becoming ſubmiſſion to due ſubordination and order. All the 
malicious endeavours of the diſaffected had failed; the good 
ſenſe and honeſt diſpoſition of Engliſhmen had been proof 
againſt all attempts to infuſe ſedition into their minds and to 
excite them to encourage proceedings tending to anarchy and 
revolt againſt the eſtabliſhed government. 
Ihe wife and vigorous meaſures adopted in the laſt Seſſion, 
his Lordſhip ſaid, had been productive of the moſt beneficial 
conſequences to the peace and proſperity of this kingdom 
by them the Jacobinical faQions, which had been engendered 
by art, and ſtill lurked among us, had been expelled. In Ire- 
land, efforts no leſs daring and violent had been reſorted 
to by the ſame agents, or thoſe aCtuated by the ſame prin- 
ciples; but the power of reaſon roſe pre-eminent over the 
intrigues of villany and anarchy, and the tranquillity of theſe 


countries 
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countries were now, he truſted, happily ſecured from all 


violation or chance of being diſturbed and overthrown. To 


render that tranquillity permanent, to maintain our national 


honour and character, and to make the whole civilized race 


happy, were objects which, he had no doubt, a firm perſeverance 


in the war would effectually ſecure. | e TOTO 

The war, his Lordſhip contended, was not only juſt and 
politic, but forced on us by a neceſſity which left us no 
Option. | | | 


The circumſtances of the war, he ſaid, were neither diſ- 
couraging in themſelves nor diſhonourable in effect. The 


territories of our allies had been, ſince the period of our being 
forced, by every poſſible aggravation, and by every principle 
of ſelf-defence, to take part in it, reſtored and protected; our 
commerce had ſuffered no material curtailment ; the diſpoſt- 
tion of a great majority of the people, he was ſenſible, was 


friendly to, the laudable purſuit of ſuppreſſing the dreadful 
reign of outrage, bloodſhed, and rapine; and the ſyſtem on 
which our ſanguinary foes carried on the war, could not be of 


long duration, as their deſperate reſources muſt have their 


| limits. They declared war, and commenced hoſtility? The 
late temporary ſucceſs of France on the Rhine had again de- 


monſtrated her principles, and the views of her advocates at 


home. Wherever ſhe conquers, her armies ſhew the ſame 
ſpirit of pillage and devaſtation they ſhewed laſt year in the 
Netherlands; while at home, we find, on the firſt news of her 


ſucceſs, the enemies of our conſtitution creep out again like 
beaſts of prey from their ſecret dens. He hoped, and doubted 


not, however, that every attempt of this nature would in- 


{tantly be cruſhed by the united ſpirit and loyalty of the peo- 
ple. After other pertinent obſervations; his Lordſhip con- 
cluded by reading the Addreſs he moved, which, as uſual, was 


an echo to his Majeſty's Speech, adopting the principles, and. 


admitting the facts it contained. | 

Sir Peter Burrell roſe to ſecond the motion. He declared, 
that he ſhould not have come forward, on the preſent occaſion, 
in ſo conſpicuous an undertaking as that of ſeconding the Ad- 
dreſs, did he not feel a thorough conviction that it behoved 
every man, who entertained a with for the well-being of ſo- 


ciety, the protection of his country, his liberty, his laws, and 


his property, and who held in abhorrence acts the moſt atro- 
cious and ſanguinary that ever diſgraced the human race, boldly 
and unequivocally to come forward and avow his principles. 


Engaged, as we were, in a war with an enemy who reviled all 
| ſocial and moral ties, who had declared eternal hoſtility againft 
1 „ - every 
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every fixed ſyſtem of government, and whoſe unprincipled and 
deſperate efforts at univerſal domimon threatened the well- 5 
being of every orderly ſtate, and the very exiſtence ef civilized 1 
man; how could a peace, at ſuch a time, be propoſed conſiſtent | 
with the welfare of this kingdom, and the protection of his 
_ Majeſty's allies 3 Fo make a feparate peace would be incom- 
patible with the character of Engliſhmen, who, true to their 
faith and their treaties, will not forſake thoſe powers who are 
engaged in the cauſe' of mankind, whoſe territories in that 
eaſe muſt, ere long, become provinees to France, and be ſubject- 
ed to their unbounded ambition and eruelty, in which caſe 
this country muſt be liable to the inſults, oppreſſion, and 
finally, perhaps, to the dominion of an implacable, inveterate, 
and, he would add, natural enemy, whoſe government is 
founded on bloodſhed and rapine. It was no common enemy 
we were to apprehend and guard ourſelves againſt in the 
French nation. Revenge, and not poſſeſſion, was the/ object 
of their efförts; to deſtroy, not to enjoy, their purſuit; nor 
would ſucceſs alter their principles. The preſent war could 
not be viewed in the partial: light of a conteſt between Eng- 
land and France; nor could any intereſted motives in the 
proſecution of it be poſſibly aſcribed to us; it was a war of 
almoſt all the powers of Europe againſt a ſet of vile uſurpers, 
who, to accompliſh their projects, reſpect neither man nor « 
property, ant are laying, their own fertile and beautiful coun- 
try in ruins ;, who have deſtroyed religion in the expulſion of, 
their clergy, and the open avowal of their infidel principles; 
Who have baniſhed order by the abolition of diſtinctions and 
neceſſary gradations; who deem the ſucceſs of the merchant, 
in the acquirement of property by his induſtry, an act of 
rreaſon; who bring: to the guillotine all men of wealth; who 
oblige the tradeſman and ſhopkeeper to diſpoſe of their arti- 
eles at prices arbitrarily fixed by their agents; and whoſe 
mode of taxation is one invariable ſyſtem of plunder and rob- 
bery. Such was the example which the common enemy of 
mankind diſplayed at this moment, to an aſtoniſſied, affrighted 
world; but, to give a juſt picture of all their iniquities, it 
would be neceſſary for him, he ſaid, to enumerate the various. 
eircumſtances which had occurred fince the commencement 
of the revolution in that country. 4 fan Sealy 
It had been expected, that the light of order would gra- 
dually have broken in on the ſtormy clouds of the revolution; 
but this hope was vaniſned. The actors were changed, but 
= the ſcenes continued the ſame. The theories of Marat, from 
which France herſelf ſhrunk with horror, when they _ 
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firſt broached, were realized and carried into practice. The 
execution, of their fellow-citizens conſtituted the chief amuſe- 
ment of the pe CHER do e d 7 17 8 
The views of, the French rulers ſoon diſcloſed themſelves 
after the memorable battle of Femappe. They at once avowed 
their intention to exect a ſovereign power on the ruins of ciyi 
ized ſociety. 'The nation, loved by ſome, feared by many, and 
imitated by more, had ſunk ſince that period into the loweſt de- 
baſement. If we had been cajoled by them in 1792, what. 
would have been our fituation at the preſent moment, when 
Priſſot and the rulers:of that moment were no more? The 
French nation had finee that time declared their purpoſe of 
waging a war of extermination againſt this country. Their, 


inclination in this inftance happily ontran their power. 

If a peace were deſirable with ſuch men, it had not yet been' 
ated how this peace was to be obtained. Were we to ſolicit 
their forgiveneſs? We ſhould find in this caſe ſomething to 
deter us in the example of the city of Lyons. The late ſuc- 
ceſſes of the French were not to be regarded as an object of ſur- 
priſe, where the property and the perſonal ſervices of the ſub- 
ject were equally at the command of the ruling powers. It 
was not to be expected that the alhes could in the firſt inſtance 
have reſiſted a movement of this extraordinary deſcription. 
Et ſhould ſerve only to put them on their guard, as there was 
unhappily no part of Europe ſufficiently out of the reach of 
their ſudden excurſions. It became Engliſhmen particularly 
to confider, that, in the ſafety of Europe, that of 

was involved ; and that, if the Netherlands fell a prey to the 
French, our cauſe might be conſidered as loſt! | 
England, at the opening of the preſent war, was not ſuffi- 
ciently prepared, and for a very extraordinary reaſon. All 
parties had agreed, that our peace eſtabliſhment ſhould be 
reduced to its loweſt ſtandard, on the ground that nothing was 
now to be feared from France, the ancient enemy of this 
country The relative ſituation of both countries was within 
N year completely 5 

vigour and active preparation. France had been nearly driven 
within her proper boundaries. Her country was at preſent the 
theatre of war, and the means intended for aggreſſion ſthe had 
been obliged to convert to the purpoſe of her own defence. In 
this reſpe& only were circumſtances changed. Her diſpoſi- 
tions were ſtill the ſame ; ruin and revenge were {till her ob- 
jects, and terror was ſtill her means! Great Britain, always 
ee of her atchievements, and which, 
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cConclude with giving his hearty aſſent to the motion of thanks. 


this time have been ſubdued. Their means of ſupporting 


convinced that the objects of it were attainable by negotia- 


cent. He thought at that time, and ſtill continued to think, 


=> 
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acts of hravery, courage, and generoſity, that will ever live to 
her honpur ; ſhall ſhe bow to the ſavage barbarity of her 
foes, when the means of conqueſt, and a glorious iſſde to the 
war, preſents itſelf to her view ? Convinced that ſuch means 
were within our province, in concert with our allies, he ſhould 


Mr. Sullivan ſaid, that he could not give a filent vote on 
this truly important occaſion. The motives for commencing 
the war, in his opinion, ſtill continued in full force. It 
France had depended on her regular reſources, ſhe mult before 


it were moſt extraordinary and moſt unnatural. It was like a 
convulſive effort in the human frame, which, though power-. 
ful at the moment, tended in the end but to weaken and 
enervate. | | 3 | . 

Lord Wycombe avowed that he was one of thoſe who, laſt 
ſeſſion, when the queſtion of war was brought forward, were 
of opinion that it was a meaſure unneceſſary and impolitic, 


tion, and that good and ſalutary proviſions might have been 
procured by us a the oppreſſed, and protection for the inno- 


that by ſo doing, we ſhould have prevented, through our in- 
fluence, the fate of the unfortunate Monarch and his Queen, 

which was now fo much the object of our condemnation and 
pity. Since that period, he had properly matured his ideas, 
and could find no one circumſtance that had occurred to in- 
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duce him to alter his opinion on the ſubject; on the contrary, m 
he thought every recent event had proved it to have been well fc 
founded ; and the ill ſucceſs which had attended our arms on "wh 
the Continent, in ſeveral expeditions, afforded but a diſtant 01 
proſpect of our efforts being ultimately crowned with ſucceſs; _ = 
and the real objects of it were every day moved ſtill farther W 
from our attainment. Notwithſtanding the interpretations of 
of ſucceſs given to our various concerns in the war, he ſhould m 
boldly ſay, that, far from ſubſcribing to this fond doctrine, ti 
he conſidered the arms of Great Britain as having experienced fr 
defeats, and (through the imbecility of his Majeſty's miniſters) 
misfortunes of the moſt diſcouraging nature. When the idea Si 
was firſt brought forward of a war with France, the general en 
opinion was, that the Britiſh navy, without compariſon the m 
greateſt and moſt complete in the world, would ride victorious pr 
over the ſeas, and ſhortly annihilate that of France, reduced th 


in its ſtrength by a dimunition of its number, and the defec- 
tion of its officers; in which, however, we are proved to 
e have 
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have been miſtaken ; for, notwithſtanding. the ſuperiority of 
its force, the ſeas remain unproteCted, _ our trade and com- 
merce are daily ſuffering by the captures made by the French, 
particularly on the Newfoundland coaſt ; and from the river 
| In Lawrence to the Gulph of Florida. Our firſt expedition 
againſt Martinique was conducted in ſuch a manner as he 
uſted would excite further inquiry and inveſtigation. Ja- 
maica was left unprotected to meet its fate. In the next place, 
the unprotected ſituation of our trade and poſſeſſiohs along the 
whole coaſt of North America, &c. required attention. When 
we conſider the nature of our Weſt India trade, the produce of 
thoſe iſlands coming home from them along the whole Ameri- 
can coaſt, what ſhall we ſay to the French having the uninter- 
rupted and undiſturbed command of that extenſive range ? But 
for the inſubordination of the French crews, Newfoundland, 
Halifax, and our other poſſeſſions in that part of the world, 
*% would moſt probably have fallen a facrifice to the force which 
was ſitted out againſt them. Of the Channel fleet and its 
operations, his Lordſhip would forbear ſaying any thing at 
preſent, as his Lordſhip purpoſed making that a ſubject of 
diſtinct inquiry hereafter. The expedition unfortunately un- 
_ dertaken againſt Dunkirk, he could take 2 him to affirm, 
was contrary to the opinion of the beſt- informed men on the 
ſubject; and that the only fruit that had reſulted from it; was 
the unfortunate circumſtance of having weakened our allies, 
and expoſed ourſelves to diſgrace. To the expedition againſt 
Toulon, ſimilar reprehenſion would be found to attach, inaſ- 
much as, after all our waſte of blood and treaſure, it was 
found to be untenable. With reſpect to Dunkirk indeed, par- 
ticular blame was due, becauſe it had been undertaken with- 
out the adequate means of ſucceſs. As a particular proof of 
this, ſuch gun-boats as were conſtructed for that occaſion, 
were neither ready in due time, nor capable of carrying guns 
of a calibre fit to cope with thoſe of the enemy. Nieuport 
mult have fallen into the hands of our enemies, but for the 
timely aſſiſtance afforded to it by the arrival of his Honourable 
friend, General Grey. PE Tg | | 
Of the Weſt India expedition (under Sir Charles Grey and 
Sir John Jarvis) Lord Wycombe ſaid, that he ſhould have 
entertained every hope from the known abilities of the com- 
manders; but - their force had been ſo maimed and curtailed, 
previous to their final departure, that he doubted if miniſters 
5 themſelves could entertain any very ſanguine hope from their 
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The conduct of miniſters to neutral powers would form, 
he truſted, alſo another object of ſerious inveſtigation. He 
alluded particularly to the order of council, for interceptin 


American ſhips laden with the produce of the French colonies. 


The late ſpeech of the Preſident, Mr. Waſhington, ſhewed, 
that the Americans were not diſpoſed to be tvifled with; and, 
from his knowledge, he could aver, that there was no circum- 
Nance, which the Americans would be inclined more ſtrongly 


to reſent, than' ſuch an attack on the freedom of their com- 


merce. | 
His Lordſhip's remarks tended in general to prove, that the 
Britiſh arms had ſuffered defeats; not from any declenſion of 
their bravery, but from a want of ſyſtem in thoſe with whom 
the direction of the war reſted; and made ſome very pointed 
geographical obſervations on the ſeveral feats of war, expreſſin 
his conviction, that Weser of hoſtilities could tend to 
no other purpoſe than that of weakening our ſtrength and our 
reſources, and of courſe rendering us more inſecure from 
choſe evils which we deprecate in the French government, 


which we are ſo anxious to guard againſt. He concluded with 


moving an Amendment to the motion, thanking his Majeſty 
for the communication he had been graciouſly pleaſed to make 
to that Houſe, and earneſtly recommending to him to adopt, 
ſuch meaſures for bringing about a peace, as to him might 
ſeem wiſe and fit. -_ | | 
Sir James Murray roſe to ſet the noble Earl right with 

reſpect to the relief of Nieuport. The Duke of York had 
ſent orders, and had taken ſteps which compelled the French 
to retreat from all the poſts which they had aſſailed. 

Lord Wycombe demanded whether Sir Charles Grey had not 
ent an officer on ſhore, to announce to the commandant, that 
the hext morning a reinforcement would arrive; and whether 
the commandant did not declare, that he was unprovided with 
ammunition—but on this promiſe he agreed to ſtand out, and 
the place was ſaved ? „ | 
Wo James Murray faid, he could not tell any thing of that; 

e only knew, that hopes were given to the Duke of its being 
able to hold out for a time. Ea N 

Col. Tarleton roſe to oppoſe the Addreſs, and condemned 


the war in its undertaking and conduct. If Addreſſes, and 


the bufineſs of Parliament, were become à mere form, and 
loſt their ſpirit; if they were to meet as a matter of courſe, 
to thank the miniſter for loſſes and diſgraces; what hindered, 
that proclamations were not ſubſtituted in their ſtead at once, 


and allowed the force of law? How could they juſtify them: 


f ſelves 
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ſelves to their conſtituents, in Taiſing\taxes for the purpoſe of 
carrying on an. uſeleſs and ruinous war, and ſupporting a ſet 
of  beggarly allies? Looking at the fituation-of- Europe, it 
mult ny evident to all, that civil war was inevitable in 
France without the aid of external hoſtility. It was by com- 
bination alone, that the Jacobins became triumphant, and by 

the efforts of their external foes they were enabled to depreſs 


their internal enemies. On the other hand, we were in full 


poſſeſſion of domeſtic 1 Ky and tranquillity, of trade and 
power, reaping all the benefit from the diſtraction and diſ- 
treſs of our neighbours. What then could have induced us 
to mix in the war? After all that had happened, the Colonel 
Taid, it was the duty of that Houſe xo expreſs their ſenſe of 
the manner in which the war had been conducted; and he 
conceived the mere detail and narrative of facts would be the 
ſevereſt cenſure that could be paſt upon the authors of them. 
When the Britiſh lion was once rouſed, much was naturally 
to have been expected; but he would aſk, what, after an 
exertion of twelve months, had been done? Merely nothing! 
If, indeed, a proper force had been early directed along the 
Seine, it might have reached Paris, and much benefit been de- 
rived from it, by affording the royaliſts an opportunity of diſ- 
playing their true ſenſe and wiſhes. By this meaſure, a fair 


inference might have been drawn ſpeedily ; either a fortunate 


iſſue to the event, or elſe a demonſtration of the utter impoſſi- 
bility of conqueſt. He conjured the Houſe to interfere, and 
not ſuffer the miniſtry, by the . purſuit of temporizing mea- 
ſures, to ſuffer our trade to be interrupted, and our arms 
diſgraced. He reminded them of the various diſaſters that 
have befallen us; the expedition under Gen. Grey, crippled.z 
Toulon evacuated; our General there a priſoner; and our 
commiſſioner, an honourable Baronet, a member of that 

Houſe (Sir Gilbert Elliot), unable to communicate either 


confidence to our allies, or comfort to his country. He meant 


not, he ſaid, to dwell on the long catalogue of miniſterial 
errors in the conduct of the campaign; they were too noto- 


rious to need repetition: Commerce was the offspring of 


peace; and we, as a commercial nation, ſhould cultivate it 
ſtrongly. War was the curſe and ruin of ſuch a people. He 
underſtood that a right honourable member (Mr. Dundas) 
aſſerted in the laſt ſeſſion, that the multitude of bankruptcies 
proved the flouriſhing ſtate of the country. If that were true, 
we certainly had the moſt ample teſtimony of our inereaſing 
proſperity, in the univerſal decay of trade in all the manu- 
facturing towns in the kingdom, If Britain were to * 
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her aſſiſtance, the allies would be. inſtantly beaten, and the 
ſword theathed. The preſent ſituation of the combined powers 


affords an awful and an uſeful leſſon: The picture is greatly 


different from that which might have been ſketched in the 
caſe of our neutrality. The Auſtrians and Pruſſians would 


have found their weakneſs, and have ſeen their reſources 


. exhauſted. We now. offered to the world, the extraordinary 


ſight of a commercial people paying half the princes of the 


globe, for fighting battles, in which we had at moſt but a 


ſecondary concern. When Gentlemen ſuppoſed France un- 
able to reſiſt her numerous aſſailants, let them remember the 
exploits of Salamis and Thermopylz, and reflect what ex- 
ertions the love of our country can inſpire. Had we avoided 
the preſent war; had the money we had ſquandered, been 


more rationally expended, on our commerce, our marine, 


and our manufactures; we ſhould have preſerved our pro- 
ſperity and domeſtic quiet, enjoyed all the advantages of peace, 


reſpected and admired by all, while diſtreſſed nations would 


have ſolicited the ſhelter of our wings for protection. 
The blood that had been ſpilt he conceived to be moſtly 
attributable to this country; for if we had not interfered, the 


Auſtrians and Pruſſians would long fince have. ſeen and ac- 
knowledged their inability to conquer France, and conſe- 


uently the ſword of deſolation would have been ſheathed. 
he Colonel concluded with declaring, that, being fully con- 
vinced of the folly and madneſs of the war, he ſhould give 


his hearty aſſent to the Amendment. 
Mr. Hawkins Brown ſaid, on ſo important an occaſion he 


would not give a ſilent vote. He ſupported the Addreſs, in 


a very ſenſible and pertinent ſpeech. He denied that the 


object of the war was the reſtoration of the monarchy of 
France under any form: Its object was to ſecure the civil 


order of ſociety in Europe; and when that was obtained, 


the form of government which France might aſſume would be 


a matter of indifference ; but while the French adopted a form 
of government that endangered all ſocial order, whether it was 


monarchical or democratical, ſuch government was in its 


nature generally aggreſſive, and provoked oppoſition from a 
principle of ſelf-defence. | | E 
Mr. Courtenay expreſſed his ſurpriſe at the objections ſtated 
in the. Speech from the Throne to any negotiations for peace. 
He profeſſed he knew not any found reaſon that could be ad- 
vanced againſt it. He took notice of an expreſſion which had 
fallen from the noble Mover of the Addreſs, reſpecting the 


aſſaſſination of Briſſot and the other deputies; and Mn 
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His aſtoniſhment that ſo foul a murder ſhould have been co- 


| Joured by the appellation of juſtice, The war, in his opi- 


nion, was a war of aggreſſion on our parts; and the firſt pro- 
vocation had been given by the inſulting rejection of Mon. 
Chauvelin, the French Ambaſſador, and the harſh reſtraints 


impoſed on our commerce with that country. 


He obſerved, that the Defenders in Ireland had been men- 


tioned by the noble Lord, as a proof of ſeditions exiſting in 


that kingdom; but it was notorious that theſe commotions 
had exiſted for the laſt thirty years, and always on the ſame 
plea of oppreſſions exerciſed on the lower claſſes of the peo- 
ple. If loyalty had there ſhewn itſelf more in the ſhape of 


rigorous proſecutions, it was only becauſe there was compa- 


ratively a greater number of penſioners in that kingdom, and 


with this claſs of -men their love for their country was in an 


exact ratio with what they get by it. 


The noble Lord, who moved the Addreſs, ſeemed to have 
no obje&ion to a peace with France, provided we firſt con- 
quered that country. Why a peace ſhonld not be made before, 
his Lordſhip-would probably find it difficult ro make out. His 


preſent argument put him in mind of a ſpecies of courtſhip in 
Ireland, where it was neceſſary to commit a rape on the 


woman, in order to marry her afterwards. The honourable 
Baronet who had ſeconded the 2 appeared in the true 
ſpirit of an) alarmiſt, to deſpair of the country, by way of 
encouraging us to carry on the war. He could wiſh that, how- 
ever hateful Jacobinical feelings were repreſented, the ho- 
nourable Baronet had imbibed ſome of the French enthuſiaſm, 
which led them to deſpiſe danger, and to emulate the beſt 


efforts of the republics of Greece and Rome. The Gentlemen 


on the other fide affected too much to deſpiſe the French, 


whilſt their ſentiments too plainly betrayed their fears. They 
{uſtained their feelings only by deſcanting on victories which 


were never heard of, until they were firſt promulged in the 


Speech from the throne. Mr, Courtenay had not before heara + 
of our triumphs, which were now quoted for the purpoſe of 


leading us to new exertions, He had heard, on che contrary, 
of the port of Corke having been blocked up, and of ſeveral 
of our victuallers having been taken by the French cruizers. 
He could not/divine in what way thoſe new exertions were to 
be effected. What number of men could we now ſend to the 
continent? The Prince de Cobourg had 120,000 men at 
the commencement of the preſent campaign ; the Duke of 


Brunſwick had 100,000, yet had he been obliged to retire 


. 


Yoke be I And 


before General Hoche, a commander taken from the ranks, 
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j 


And the French, who had made theſe prodigious efforts, 
were repreſented as ſtarving. This {afforded ſome: clue to 
the policy of the miniſter. It was probably his view to 
reduce the people of this country to the ſame ſtarving con- 
dition, in the hope that it might drive them to ſimilar 


| 

exertions. | | | . 
There was, however, a ſhorter way to every deſirable : 
end. It was only the preſſure of the combined powers, , 
which gave energy and weight to the authority of the uſurp- : 
ation in Paris. The attacks from without gave the Readers T 
in the Convention the ſole authority which they poſſeſſed f 
within the republic. Let the former be removed, and the K 
people of France would ſoon look to their internal governs ſ: 
ment: Robeſpierre and Danton then, and not till then, P 
would be found to poſſeſs as ſmall a ſhare of reſpect as the ti 
preſent miniſters of this count 0 
But it had been the wiſh of the Right Hon. Gentleman b 
oppoſite to him, to ſhew himſelf a great war miniſter, like ti 
his father: He had now tried the ſlippery aſcent, and muſt Pt 
have felt his failure. If the preſent Earl of Chatham had 5. 
ever ſuch a purpoſe in view, it was equally incumbent on wy 
him to retire. To either may be applied what was once wy 
ſaid of the ſon of an eminent literary character, | VE 
| or 

e Je tries to Mite becauſe his father writ, : po 

And ſhews himſelf a baftard by his wit!“ | au 

The purpoſes of the combined powers, Mr. Courtenay ob- N 
ſerved, were eaſily to be collected from their conduct in Poland. 1 
Why had not miniſters, who had been ſo eager to aſſiſt the bel 
Dutch and the Netherlands againſt the depredations of their ok 
, neighbours, done ſomething in behalf of that unfortunate king- tri 
dom of Poland? If the unfortunate King of that country had 1 
attempted to eſtabliſh arbitrary power in his realm, he in all the 
probability would have been ſubſidized and ſupported. He tha 
jent his fanction to the cauſe of liberty, and was ſtript in i 
conſequence of every type of regal dignity. To act with ſuch | | * 
men was degrading to the Britiſh name. If we wiſh to diſſolve ae: 
this vile connexion, and at the ſame time to deſtroy the atby 
French Jacobins, this could only be done by making an im- Cl 
mediate pence with France, | 8 als 
Lord Cliffden roſe to explain. He ſaid, that he had not at- "oth 
tempted to vindicate the execution of Briſſot, and the other Ei 
deputies. In his mind it was only the cauſe of one ſet of 4 


aſtalſins triumphing over another. 


; ; Mr. 
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Mr. Courtenay replied, that the noble Lord had called it 
© an act of juſtice,” an expreſſion which certainly implied 
{omething meritorious. . 5 

The Earl of Mornington began an able but long ſpeech with 
ſaying, that he would endeavour to ſhew, as ſhortly as he 
could, that the ſame 3 that there was to commence the 


Far, ſtill exiſted in all its force to compel us to the further 


continuance of it. The nation were convinced, and would 
always bear in mind, that in the origin it was a war of juſtice, 
neceſſity, and policy; that it was a war into which we were 
forced by the aggreſſion of France: But if there was any one 
man in this country not convinced of this fact, his Lordſhip 
ſaid, he held in his hand an authority which no man would diſ- 


pute; he meant the pamphlet of the celebrated Briſſot. If 


that philoſopher were brought to the bar, and ſtood convicted 
of all the atrocities that have been juſtly imputed to him, ſtill 
his evidence, as to the deſigns of France, as to her prepara- 
tions, as to her conduct with reſpect to neutral nations, and 


particularly to England, would be received as moſt conclufive 


proof. What does Briſſot, who was the ſoul of the Revolu- 
tion of the roth of Auguſt, and who was the great mover of 
one of the great parties, ſay of the decree of the 19th of No- 


vember 1792, commonly called the Decree of Fraternization, 
or, in other words, of inſtigating the ſubjects of the different 


powers of Europe to riſe in inſurrection againſt the conſtituted 


authorities? © The abſurd and impolitic Decree very juſtly 


excited uneaſineſs in foreign cabinets.” That decree ſtill 


exiſts in France; for no one of the acts, that have been done 


by the preſent party, have truly and effeftually done it away. 
The ſame ſpirit of fraternization is ſtil] manifeſt in their actions, 


though diſavowed in their writings. They have in all coun- 


tries, where they have had miniſters, uniformly and conſtantly 
employed the fame atrocious means. Do we not. ſee, from 
the ſpeech of Mr. Waſhington, and from the correſpondence 


that has been publiſhed, the conduct of citizen Genet in Ame- 


rica, how he inſulted the firſt magiſtrate ; he eſtabliſhed po- 


pular and diſorganizing clubs; he embodied armed men; he 


erected a conſular tribunal tor the condemnation of prizes ; and 
all this he has done with the applauſe of his country. In the 
ſame manner did their miniſters act at Conſtantinople.— There 
alſo they erected Jacobin clubs. In the Weſt Indies they pro- 


| polo a ſtill more horrid meaſure, that of putting arms into the 


ands of the Negroes, in order to commit a general maſſacre of 


all thoſe who ſhould object to their new ſyſtem of things; by 
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which, as it clearly appears from Briſſot, they meant to ſpread 
the ſame calamity over the whole of the Britiſh iſlands. That 


their object and aim was the overthrow of all the governments 


of the earth, Briſſot's confeſſion gives us certain proof: With 
reſpect to England in particular, and to her ally Holland, it 
does not reſt even on his authority ſolely; the correſpondence 
of Dumourier proves, that in October 1792 he propoſed the 


invaſion of Holland directly and unequivocally; and though 


much diſpute has taken place, as to who firſt outraged and 
provoked England, though the Federaliſts have accuſed the 
Anarchiſts, the Anarchiits the Federaliſts, the Mountain the 
Valley, and the Valley the Mountain, yet they all agree by 
theſe mutual accuſations, that they did commit the aggreſſion. 
Briflot adviſed the fitting out at Breſt a ſquadron of 30 ſhips; and 


was at length accuſed of a crime, in being the adviſer of war 


with England. Briffot is only anxious to prove that he wiſhed 
to attack us by other means ; he would have attacked us more 
ſecurely, by exciting commotions and fermentation in our on 
boſom. © What (ſays he) did the enlightened Republicans 
of France think before the 1oth of Auguſt? Men who 


wiſhed for liberty, not only for their own country, but for 


all Europe. They believed that they could generally eſtabliſh 


it by exciting the governed againſt the governors, in letting 
the people fee the facility and the advantage of ſuch inſur- 
rections. “ They entertained no doubt of accompliſhing 


this; for (ſays Briſſot) revolutions are always produced oy 
a minority: It was the minority that produced the Frenc 

revolution; it was the minority that made the people ſo- 
vereigns. | . 

In his opinion, his Lordfhip ſaid, his Majeſty's Speech was 
correct, in pronouncing the laſt a fortunate campaign. He 
did not ſpeak of the particular events, but of the generat reſult. 
The general reſult was indiſputably favourable ; we had driven 


the republicans from the Netherlands, from Antwerp, and 


Oſtend, by the poſſeſſion of which they controlled the commerce 
of Holland; we had driven them from Liege and from May- 
ence ;- we had ſecured our ally; we had taken the principal 
part of their fleet, or rendered it uſeleſs, for the whole cam- 
paign; and, on the evacuation of Toulon, we had given a 
fatal and deciſive blow to their marine. A greater advantage 
never was obtained in any firſt campaign that we ever had to 
wage againſt France. He dwelt qt large on the capture of 
Conde, Queſnoy, and Valenciennes, and ſtated them to be 


of eſſential utility in our next attempt to reduce France. 


Ho 


/ 
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He admitted the recent diſaſters of the Allies on the Rhine, but 
ſtill contended that France was in a worſe condition in that 
quarter than ſhe had been in at the commencement of the laft 
campaign. In the Weſt- Indies, we had taken Tobago, and 
a principal military poſt of St. Domingo; we had utterly de- 
ſtroyed theig Newfoundland fiſhery ; we had taken their forts 
and ſtations in the Eaſt-Indies, and particularly the important 
poſt of Mahe, which was of the utmoſt conſequence to us in 
our relation with Tippoo Saib. Upon the whole, therefore, 
he declared, that the reſult of the campaign was infinitely more 
favourable than our firſt expectation had formed it, aud left 
France in a worſe condition than at its commencement, He 
_ undertook to prove alſo, from principles that he flattered him- 
ſelf he could make manifeſt to the Houſe, that our proſpect of 
ſucceſs was now great and deciſive. The firſt principle he laid 
don was, that the foundation of the power of France, how- 
ever formidable in appearance, was in every part unſound, that 
their numerous armies were unſound, their refources were un- 
ſound, that, above all, the ſtability of their government was 
moſt perfectly unſtable and unſound. Secondly, that the 
cauſes of cur difficulties, by becoming capable of examination, 
would be diſcovered and removed; and he would take upon 
him to prove that, however French principles might have 
been received cordially at firſt, no man, however favourable 
to the principles of freedom, could now ſee them without 
Horror and diſguſt, On the 31ft of May laſt, the loweſt 
faction in the aſſembly, the minority, without character, com- 
poſed of men the loweſt in talents, of deſperate fortunes, and 
| of the moſt ſavage and ſanguinary minds, had in one day com- 
18 pleted a change; they had impeached 140 members, a number 
le | of whom they inſtantly arreſted, whom they had fince maſſacred, 
t. and the reſt had fled. They then formed a new Conſtitutien, 
n and even this in the month of September they had ſuſpended, 
id and erected a monſter, which they called a Revolutionary 
ce Government, in its ſtead. It would be impoſſible for him truly 
5 ts paint the character of this ſyſtem. To uſe their own phraſe, 
al terror was the order of the day. Take all their other Conſtitu- 
bs | tions, compound and mix them together, extract the malig- 
1 nity of each, and preſerve the violence of all, and add to the 
ge projection all that iniquity, cruelty, and horror can coneeive, 
to and you will have the genuine potion, called a Revolutionary 
of __ Government... Re 
be In the month of Auguſt laſt, his Lordſhip faid, they had 
be. ſpent 18 millions: By this calculation their expence for the 
He liſt year bad coſt them 216 millions ſterling; a ſum neurly 
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equal to the whole national debt of England. [The error in 


this ſtatement was immediately noticed by the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, and inſtantly corrected by his Lordſhip.) They 


had eſtimated the whole property of France at 120 millions; 
fo that they ſpent in one year 196 millions more than their 
total capital. And how did they ſupport this?. By means 
which could not laſt ; by aſſignats, which grind the poor, cheat 
the rich, foment avarice, and promote ſpeculation: By forced 
loans of the moſt extraordinary kind. They eſtabliſhed one 


in Auguſt of a moſt ſingular ſort: On all ſalaries and places of 


40l. a year, the tax was 4l. and ſo on till it roſe to 400]. But 
when it came to 400l. the tax was 220l. On all places and 
ſalaries above that ſum, the tax was firſt 2201. on the firſt 400l. 
and on all above that ſum, ſo that no man was to retain above 
r80l, a year; and all this was to be paid before the month of 
March ; and by this loan they: are to get into their hands 
40 millions ſterling, What a plan of finance was this! 
What ſhould we think of the Chancellor of our Exchequer 
if he were to come forward, on opening his budget, with'a 
plan for raiſing armies without taxing the people; and if 

he ſhould call for a forced loan on all property, and ſhould 
reduce every man of fifty, ten, five, two, and tool. a year 
to 180l.? In the ſame manner had they made their attacks 
upon commerce, they had reduced it to a non- entity; but they 
had made a kind and merciful decree, that any man who ſhould 


prove that he was completely ruined, ſhould have an indemnity. 


Cambon had made a report on the growing indignation againſt 
gold and ſilver. He had a ſcheme to bury it again in the 
| boſom of the earth. And what was his ſcheme? A decree 
to arreſt all perſons who ſhould he found to have concealed thei 
treaſure in the bowels of the earth. | 1 15 
His Lordſhip next came to their attacks upon religion; and 
he exemplified the connexion between religion and moral 
order by citing the memorable ſpeech of the Abbé Seyes, when 
he came to the bar to make a ſurrender of his indemnity. © In 
the rigour of my judgment,“ faid he, © I abandoned religion, 


and then inſurre&ion came into my heart.” It is ſaid that 


they have now eſtabliſhed a ſort of religion; the Houſe would 


ſee from Robeſpierre's manifeſto what that religion was : His 


words were“ What, accuſe France of irreligion | we, who 
have worſhipped God by the murder of Kings? 27) 
He next adverted to their criminal juſtice, which, he ſaid, 


they made an object of revenue, and that 1000 executions 
had taken place in Paris ſince May laſt, for pretended State 
crimes alone. It was a remarkable fact, that, during the 


whole reign of the late unfortunate Louis, not one ſuch execu- 


tion 
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tion had taken place. His Lordſhip entered at great length 
into each of the circumſtances at which it is only poſſible 
in this report tranſiently to have glanced, and from theſe he drew 
the concluſion, that though the power of the Republicans of 
France had in this campaign appeared to be formidable by 
their requiſitions for raiſing the people ina maſs, by their ſyſtem 
of terror, by putting the guillotine into permanent activity, 
by their gail 

of martial law, exerciſed with all their armies; though by theſe 


extraordinary means, they had diſplayed irreſiſtible energy in 


momentary efforts; yet it was in ſome degree conſolatory to re- 
fle&t that it was a power which muſt exhauſt itſelf, and could 
not endure. Notwithſtanding all this ſyſtem of terror, the ſpirit 
of revolt was not extinguiſhed in I heice. In no leſs than forty- 
three departments the ſtandard of K,ralty had been raiſed ; and 
now at Lyons, in their dying agories, the people ſtill ex- 
preſſed their regard for Louis. Even if a general ſentiment for 
peace ſhould ſhew itſelf, his Lordſhip ſaid, it could not be ob- 


tained z they had pronounced it to be treaſon to enter into any 


negotiation, for peace, till the unity and indivifibility of the 
Republic ſhould be acknowledged ; and by this they meant to 
include all the departments which they had ſeized upon from 


our allies ; and of courſe we could not make a peace with them 


without abandoning our honour. And how could we procure 
any other than a deceitful repoſe, until we fhall find a govern- 
ment in which we can have ſecurity! He appealed therefore to 
thoſe who had agreed to enter into the war laſt year, if they 
would now conſent to give up the conteſt? He appealed to 
them, if they did not feel Jeſs alarm at preſent than they did at 
the commencement of the laſt campaign? To what did they 
owe this, but to the barrier which we had been able to erect be- 
tween ourſelves and them ? And whether, after the ſucceſſes we 
have obtained, it is not better to go on, than to truſt to the re- 
ligion of Robeſpierre, whoſe piety conſiſts in the murder of 
Kings? to the faith of Cambon, whoſe ſyſtem of finance is to 
be eſtabliſhed on the proſcription of gold and filver ? to the mo- 
deration of Danton, who declares it to be treaſon to enter into 
_ a negotiation, without abandoniug the cauſe of our allies ? or 
to the friendſhip of Barrere, who has pronounced, in his re- 
port upon Toulon, that France never ſhall ſtop till England is 
overthrown ? ' 1 7 8 Et 

His Lordſhip was more than two hours on his legs, and his 
ſpeech, of which the above report, from neceſſity, can only be 
conſidered as an imperfect ſketch, was allowed by all who heard it, 
to be one of the moſt comprehenſive, animated, and maſterly of 
its Kind of late years delivered in thè Houſe of Commons. * 


tine ambulante, and by the ſtill more horrid engine 
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Mr. Sheridan obtained the next hearing, and ſet out with ob- 
ſerving that the Noble Lord who had juſt fat down, had divided 


a ſpeech, more remarkable for its ability than its brevity, into 


two parts; into a detail of the atrocities that had been com- 
mitted in the courſe of the Revolution in France, and into 
a declamation upon them, in which he had thought proper to 
read a great number of extracts from a pamphlet of Briſſot, and 
had in reality put that gentieman upon his trial. He did not 
ſee any other of the learned gentlemen, connected with Ad- 


miniſtration, riſing in ſupport of the proſecution, nor did he 


think that the Speaker was yet ready to ſum up the charge. 
In that ſtate, then, he hoped he might be permitted to fay a 
few words to the real que , He admired the emphaſis of 
the noble Lord, in re,” is the extracts from Briflot ; he 
admired too his ingenuit; „l his obſervations upon theſe ex- 
tracts; but he could not help ſtill further expreſſing his admira- 
tion that the noble Lord ſhould have thought proper to have 
taken up ſo many hours in quoting paſſages in which not more 
than one word out of ten was to the purpoſe; nay, in which 
every paſſage was truly and moſt forcibly againſt his argument. 
The noble Lord had ſet out with making a variety of quota- 
tions to prove that France had begun the war with Great 
Britain. Why the noble Lord thought it neceſſary to bring 
this forward on the preſent occaſion, was manifeſt from a 
paſlage in the King's Speech, deſiring the two Houſes to bear 
in mind the real grounds on which the war was undertaken, 
and the cauſes that led to it. What the real grounds of the 
war were, Mr, Sheridan profeſſed. he did not know, for they 
never had been explained either to that Houſe or to the nation, 
nor had he ever been able to divine them; but he knew the 


means by which we had been brought into this war; we had 


been brought into it by repeated declamatians on all that the 
trenzy, folly, and raſhneſs of individuals in France, had either 
laid or written, by which the paſſions of the country could be 
routed, or their fears excited, in order to ſecond the views of 
thoſe who had determined to plunge us into it at all events. The 


ame ſort of recapitulation, the noble Lord now thinks proper 


to make upon preciſely the ſame ſort of authority, in order to 
provoke us to the further continuation of it. What was the 
{um of all that he had told the Houſe ? that great and dreadful 
enormities had been and were ftill committing in France; 
enormities at which the heart ſhuddered, and which not merely 
wounded every feeling of humanity, but diſguſted and ſickened 
the ſoul, All this was moſt true; but what did this prove 
except that we had driven the people to a ſtate of madneſs, and 
that, furious and deſperate, we had deſtroyed, or lulled to 
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| ſleep, | thoſe ſentiments of humanity; which could only be 


found predominant in à ſtate of reaſon? We called them 


monſters; and we hunted them like monſters, | we drove 
them to the extremities that produced the evil; we baited 


them like mad beaſts, until at length we made them ſo; we 
were, in truth; the - authots of every one of thefe calamities z 
for judge of human nature as it is, deprive it of all rational 


hope, deſtroy all fair combat, and treat men as beaſts and mon- 


ſters, and all hiſtory will prove that you make them ſo. Such 
has been your treatment of France. You have made the 
monſters of which you complain. Vou cut them off from all 
the world; you hunted them in their inmoſt receſſes ; you 
treated them with every ſpecies of contempt ; and now you 
come forth with declamations on the horror of their turning 
upon you with the fury which you yourſelves inſpired, 


The noble Lord, in going over the pamphlet of Briſſot, Mr. 


Sheridan, obſerved, tells us rather whimſically, that he paſſes 
over this paſſage, and runs over that, in the very moment, when; 
by the bye, he enters more particularly into the detail of both ; 


and diſclaims all idea of entertaining the Houſe on the ſubject, 


when at the ſame time he dwells upon all the moſt minute parti- 
culars, and omits no one of the paſſages which he pretends to 
paſs over; and all this is done to ö the Houſe, that the 
ſyſtem now adopted by the goveryment of that country is ſo ab- 
horrent to the feelings of — ſo contrary to all the 
natural love of harmony and of ſocial order implanted in the 
heart of man, ſo ruinous to external force, as well as to inter- 
nal peace, proſperity, and happineſs, that it cannot ſtand. Is 
this the concluſion that the noble Lord wiſhes to draw from all 
the details that he has taken from the publications of Briſſot? 
1 cloſe with him on the ſubject. Admit his ſacts, grant that 
the ſyſtem now prevalent in France is all that he has called it, 


and what ought to be the conſequenee to us? that we ought to 


leave to the natural workings of the diſcords which it is caleu- 
lated to engender, the taſk of its overthrow. That if it will 
not ſtand of itſelf, it is not neceſſary for us to attack it. That 


it it be an oppoſition to all the feelings that God hath planted 


in the heart of man, it is an outrage on the Deity, feebly to in- 


terpoſe our weapons where he has already erected the certain 
cauſes. of its fall. Why dare to take the thunderbolts out of 
his hand, and ſtrive, by the petty force of human oppoſition, 


to accompliſh that which is in the ſettled order of eternal Pro- 
vidence. 1 9 1 2 | rich | 2 
Te noble Lord has quoted a number of paſſages from 


| Briſſot, to prove that a ſyſtem of fraternization, which was one 
of the pretexts on which we went to war, is {til}, in reality, 
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maintained by the party in power, though the one party differed 
from the other about the means. he noble Lord has not. 


been very fortunate in proving what he is ſo eager to aſſert. Are 


the principles of fraternization now avowed ? The noble Lord: 
ſhews us that all parties accuſe each other on the ſubject. Fhe 
Federaliſts throw it on the Anarchiſts, the Anarchiſts on the 
Federaliits, the Valley on the Mountain, and the Mountain on: 
the Valley: they all ſeem to have repented of their having pro- 
voked this country to war; and the conſequence of this re- 
mak wh ch the noble Lord has brought into review, is, that 
they have abandoned the ſentiment and principle of fraterniz a- 
tion completely and tor ever. It is a lamentable thing, Mr. 
Speaker, that Great Britain ſeems to have taken it up. They 
have declared that they will not interfere- in the government 
of any other country than their own; they have declared that 


they will not dictate to any nation, ner to any people, what 


fyſtem they ſhall purſue. W hat have we done view our con- 
duct to Genoa ! behold the ſyſtem of Britiih fraterzination } 
With every petty and unfortunate ſtate of Europe have we not 
preſumed to fratermze ? Wherever we durlt be preſumptuous 
enough to dictate, we have committed the outrage. There is 
no magnanimity in our fraternity, for what is the ſort of bro- 
therhood that we profeſs to the poor defenceleſs States of Genoa 
and others? We have ſaid, you ſhall not govern yourſelves ; 
you ſhall not promote your own happineſs ; you ſhall not be 
guided by your own councils; you ſhali not preſerve the 
bleflings of peace, neutrality, and commerce; we chooſe to 
fraternize with you, and to communicate to you in brother- 
hood the calamities of the war in which we are involved, Such 
is the glorious character of Britiſh fraterzination ! i 
The noble Lord's next remark was, that the French had 
ſent their Citizen Genet to America; and here again he enu- 
merat2s all the outrages that he committed, the inſults which 
he gave to General Waſhington, and others; his erection of 
clubs, of a conſular tribunal for the judgment of prizes, &c. &c, 
And what is the reſult of all this enumeration ? The noble 
Lord is aſſuredly molt unfortunate in his arguments! America 
remains neutral and at peace America, with the wiſdom, pru- 
dence, and policy that we diſdained, preferves at this moment 
perfect tranquillity, and has opened the road to unbounded opu- 
lence : America has preſerved to herſeif the commerce which 
we abandoned, and ſhe is at this moment enjoying all the fruits 
of induſtry, manufacture, and trade increaſed by the demolition 
of every rival, and which, but for our inſanity, would have been 
excluſively our own. And wao will ſay that America is de- 
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graded by this conduct? Who will ſay that the inſolence of 
Citizen Genet, even as ſtated by the noble Lord, would have 
been a good and genuine cauſe of war? No man will aſſert that 
America has not, by the wiſe policy which ſhe has adopted and 
purſued, diſtinguiſhed herſelf above the nations of Europe, and 
has ſhewn the happy reſult of an adminiſtration actuated only 
by a regard to general happineſe. > F-27 | 
The next thing the noble Lord remarks from Briſſot's pam- 
phlet, ſeemingly as a juftification for our going to war, is, that 
Monge had, in the month of October, 1792. promiſed the Go- 


vernment of France, to have thirty ſhips of the line at ſea in 


April. And this, ſays the noble Lord, with boaſtful excla- 
mation, was happily prevented by the vigorous meaſures of the 
Britiſh Miniſter. And what was the vigorous meaſure pur- 
ſued ? Two corn ſhips were ſtopped in the river Thames! 
If they knew of ſuch a promiſe en the part of the Marine 
Miniſter: of France,“ ſays the noble Lord, “ and. had not 
taken ſteps to prevent its execution, they would have deſerved 
to be whipped like ſchool- boys. Then, Sir, let us examine 


what ſteps they did take. Was the equipment of this fleet pre- 


vented by the ſtoppage of a couple of corn ſhips ? Had they a 
fleet ready to meet ſuch a fleet in the month of April, or even 
for a conſiderable time afterwards ? Miniſters would “ deſerve 


to be whipped like ſchool-boys,” if kowing, in the month of 


October, that ſuch a deſign was really taken up by France, 
they neglected every meaſure that common ſenſe, fore- ſight, 
and their duty ſhould have dictated to preſerve us againſt the 


conſequences. 


The noble Lord tells us, as a proof that they certainly har- 
boured the intention of engendering commotions in England, 
that Condorcet, in a pamphlet, ſtates, that a plan for a Par- 
lamentary Reform was ſupported by the Minority in England. 
And here the noble Lord had alſo brought forth the wiſe argu- 
ment of the French writer, that this plan muſt certainly ſuc 
ceed, becauſe it was ſupported by the Minority. “ Every Re- 
volution is the work of a Minority. The French Revolution 
was accompliſhed by the Minority!“ If this be true, it cer- 
tainly is a moſt ominous thing for the enemies of Reform in 
England; for if it holds true of neceſſity, that the Minority 
ſtill prevails in national conteſts, it muft be a conſequence, 
that tae ſmaller the Minority, the more certain muſt be the ſuc- 
ceſs. If this be true, in what a dreadful ſituation mutt the 
noble Lord be, and all the alarmitts !- for never ſurely was the 


Minority ſo ſmall, ſo few in number, as at preſent. I am 


glad, however, to find, that we are terrible in proportion as 
we are few; I rejoice to find that the liberality of ſeceſſion, 
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which has thinned our ranks, has only ſerved to make us more 5 
formidable. "the alarmiſts will hear this with new apprehen⸗ 
ſions; they will no doubt return to us, in order to diminiſh . 
our force; and we ſhall ſwell gur numbers, in order to come 
nearer in a balance of inſignificance to the numerous hoſt of 
the Majority. N a | 
The noble Lord, in ſummoning up all the details into which 
he has gone, calls upon gentlemen to ſay, whether they do not 
a feel more confidence, and are not leſs alarmed at this time than 
they were laſt year? The queſtion is apt, and well put: I have 
no doubt, but gentlemen are leſs alarmed. Why? becauſe _ 
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have found out that they were alarmed without reaſon, becau! 4 
tie bugbear is vaniſhed, and they now ſee that the miſerable des» {| ] 
lution, by which we were drawn into this war, had no rational c 
foundation, and could not ſtand the teſt of time and truth. All 4 
the noble Lord's arguments, and all the reſult of his induſtry f 
in the quotations that he has made, is to hold out an aſſertion t 
to the Houſe, that we were forced into war by tae aggreſſion of _ 
France, and that it was of courſe on our parts a meature of ne- v 
ceſſity, and not of choice. Why this ation is ſo eternally | h 
made, though it is ſo feebly maintained, can only be accounted b 
for, by the ſuppoſition that Miniſters find it neceſſary to their of 
preſent embarraſſments, to delude the public with the idea, that 0¹ 
as France declared the war, France is indiſpoſed to peace. 2 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he could take upon him to aſſert, that they ca 
never have made out, to the conviction of any reaſonable and ot 
independent mind, the fact that the French were anxious for a | do 
war with England. On the contrary, it is manifeſt from all bo 
their conduct, that they were hoſtile to the meaſure, that they 

have demoliſhed the party who ſeemed in the leaſt to favour it; be 
and he believed e would not only be ready to make of 1 
peace with England upon terms, not merely of ſafety, but on = 
terms which are honourable and advantageous to the Empire, © of 
He declared, this from the view of their public declarations. ſha 
They have, he ſaid, pledged themſelves to the people, that eſta 
they have abandoned all idea of ſpreading their doctrines over the 
other countries: they have declared that their only taſk is to | ver. 
eitabliſh ſuch a Government as the people ſhall chooſe for efte, 
France; and therefore the obvious concluſion is, that they muſt war, 
at all times be ready to treat with their enemies, upon the prin- its v 
Ciple of be ing left to the exerciſe of their own will within their Frer 
own boundaries. | | thec 
The noble Lord muſt excuſe him, Mr. Sheridan ſaid, if he man) 
aſturted in direct contradiction to his opinion, that the war was cond 


not a War of neceſſity on our part, but a war of choice; and ha 
| | was 
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was aſtoniſhed to find that the Right Honourable Gentleman 
himſelf (Mr. Pitt) does not feel it neceſſary to his own dignity 
to own the fact; he wondered that he does not feel ſhame at 


the notion of calling it a war of neceſſity. Would he make this 
aſſertion to his allies? Will he meet the queſtion fairly? 


Would he have ſtood ſtill, and ſeen the Auſtrians, the Pruſ- 


ſans, and the other ſtates of Europe, encounter France by 
themſelves, if France had not committed an aggreſſion upon 
us? If he ſays this, mark the dilemma into which he brings the 
nation. The war is called a war for human order, for the gre- 
ſervation of morals, of property, of religion, and of all that is 


dear to human kind. Does he then mean to ſay that he would 


have ſtood ſtill, with his arras folded, and have ſuffered human 


order, government, morality and religion, to take care of 


themſelves, if France had not. implicated Great Britain by 2 
ſpecial offence ? Will the Right Honourable Gentleman fay fo 
to the King of Pruflia ? The King of Pruſſia, Sir, at this mo- 


ment tells you, even with a menacing tone, that it is your own 


S 


war; that it is a war which does not come within the tenor of 


his treaty of defenſive alliance, and that he is not, therefore 
bound to furniſh the troops for which he ſtipulated on the event 
of your being attacked, He ſays, that you made the attack, 


on prineiples, to be ſure, which he calls juſt, but he demands 
a new ſubſidy, if he is to continue to fight your battles. To 


call it, therefore, Sir, a war of neceſſity, throws a meanneſs 
on the cauſe in which you are plunged, You muſt either aban- 


don the aſſertion of its being a war of neceſſity, or give up the 


boaſt of its being a war of principle. 8 

The noble J. ord fays, that, however deſirous the nation may 
be of peace, we can only think of obtaining it on the grounds 
of ſeeing a Government eſtabliſhed likely to ſecure to us peace; 


and that we can only make peace conſiſtently with the intereſt 
of our allies, What does he mean by ſuch a Government as 


ſhall ſecure to us peace? Muſt we go on with war till we have 
eſtabliſned a Government in France to our minds? If this be 
the ſyſtem of Miniſters, they ſhould tell us what fort of Go- 
vernment they mean, and what are the hopes that they have to 


effect it; ſurely when a Government involves a country in a 


war, they ought to point out the ſpecific means of aſcertaining 
jts object. Ihe noble Lord ſays with a fort of pride, that the 
French are in a worſe condition now than at the beginning of 


the campaign. Ina worſe condition perhaps, as they have loſt 


many thouſands of their people, All Europe, Sir, is in a worſe 
condition. 17. 34577 E 
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But, “ faid Mr. Sheridan, I demand a queſtion more to the 
Pyrpoſe, and in truth, the only queſtion with which England 
has to do; I aſ you if there is any one man in this Houſe or out 
of it, who thinks that we are nearer to the object in view, than 
we were at the beginning of the campaign? Let any man fairly 
and honeſtly anſwer this queſtion, before we madly plunge into 
new horrors ! Let us look around us at the ſtate. of our allies 
and at the circumſtances of the campaign. Almoſt all the ad- 
vantages ſo vauntingly enumerated were gained before we ſepa- 
rated, Holland was ſaved, the French were driven out of the 
Netherlands, and though indeed the frontier towns were not 
taken, we had proſpects which no man will ſay we poſleſs at 
this moment. it was ſaid, when Great Britain puts forth her 


mighty arm all, that is wanted to the overthrow and extinction. : 
of the banditti in Paris will be found; the Royaliits in every , 
part of France will rouze themſelves, and hearing the voice of t 
the Britiſh Lion, will rife with a triumphant energy in every 5 
part of the kingdom. What has been the ſad experience? 8 
They have heard our voice indeed, and they too fatally were h: 
ſeduced by its attraction. They declared themſelves they were * 


abandoned; they are extinct, Good God, are we to be told 
that the proſpect is improved by the operations of the cam 
paizn! T he maſſacres to which we have doomed theſe mi- 
ierable creatures, by the falſe hopes and promiſcs by which we 
have deluded them, does not ſ{crve to brighten the proſpect of 
the next campaign. Who again will be fo ſtupid as to liſten 
to the voice of Britain? What Royaliſt, after the fate of 
Toulon, of Noirmoutier, and of St. ow will take courage 
on the promiſes of Britain to raiſe the ſtandard in France? Nor 
rs this the only change for the worſt. At the commencement 
of the campaign, two parties in th: moſt inveterate oppulition 
to each veher, divided, tore aſunder, and diipirited the French 
people. In the convulſions of theſe parties, all the efforts of 
rhe nation were enicebled, the hopes of the patciot diſmayed, 
exertion and enterprite ſhackled, and the whole ſyſtem de- 
ranged, ſo as to give us hopes that by their internal feuds, they 
would not be able to reſiſt with effect the tremendous power of 
cke Combined Armies. What has happened? To the aſtoniſh- 
ment of all the world, to the confuſion, to the diſmay of all, 
one of theſe parties, apparently the molt feeble, has not merely 
ſubdued, but extinguiſhed the other ! and ſo little ſenſation has 
this made in France, that the conquering party ſeems already 


ſeated in the quiet poſſeſſion of the moſt ample authority ever 3 
poſſeſſed by any Government. Their triumph has been ſo | 9 
complete, that tney have exerciſed powers unheard of, and un- a 
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parelleled in hiſtory, and by which they have performed atchieve- ; 
ments the moſt tremendous. They have ſent a commiſſiones 


even to a conquering army, to demand of them to deliver up 
their generals, and they have obeyed them without a ſcruple. 
In all their orders, in all their enterpriſes, not a ſingle corps 


has either ſhewn diſaffection, or riſen up in mutiny to the Con- 


vention. Here then is a proof that the condition of the Allies 
is worſe now than at the beginning of the campaign, for the 
great experiment has been made; all Europe has riſen in arma 


againſt one nation, and that one nation, fired by enthuſiaſm, 


and fighting for what they conceive to be the cauſe of liberty, 
has ſucceſsfully reſiſted them, | | | 3 

« The noble Lord tells you that to be ſure they have a great 
army, but it is not ſound; they have a great deal of treaſure, but 
their proſperity is not ſound; they have made wonderful exer- 
tions, but their force has not a found foundation; and the 
noble Lord has taken great pains to ſhew you how all this 
comes to paſs. It reminds me of a ſtory of a tradeſman, who 


had bought a houſe- clock from an ingenious young man, who, : 


without having learned the trade, had invented and made a very 
curious time-piece. A neighbouring clock-maker was very 
much exaſperated at this intruſion of the natural genius, and 


he took a great deal of pains to convince his neighbour, that he | 


ought by all means to turn this clock out of doors. It was im- 


poſſible, he ſaid, it could go well as it was not made by the 
rules of the art. It was in vain that his neighbour faid that it 


went truly, that it told him the hour of day exactly, that he 
could wind it up like other clocks, and that, upon the whole, 
he was well pleaſed with it. The clock-maker anſwered, that 
all that might be very true, but it could not be found at the 
bottom It had not all the wheels and movements that were 
uſual; 2nd he at length cajoled the poor man to turn out his 


time- piece, and buy from him, at three times the coſt, a clock 


n did not do him half the ſervice. The noble Lord next 
tells us of the ſhackles that they have put upon commerce; 
and, with a great deal of piteous declamation, he has told us 
how little regard they have paid to that ſource of national 
wealth. This is all, certainly, very true; and I have n» 
doubt, Sir, but it has ariſen from the exceſſive alarm of ſome 
diſtinguiſned Patriot, who, viewing the immenſe power aſſem- 
bling againſt them, and, dreading for the freedom of his 
country, has exclaimed in the Convention, Heriſb our Gm 
merce, live our Conſtitution ”** "The noble Lord next tells us of 


* Alluding to an expreſſion of Mr. Windham, member for Norwich. 
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the amazing taxes that have been laid on the people, and with 


great arithmetical accuracy has found that, in taking from 


every man of 400l. a year, 220l. there only remained 1 8ol. to 
himſelf: in this he agreed with the noble Lord, he was ſorry 
it was the only part of his propoſition to which he could agree. 


But what did the argument prove? That ſo devoted were the 


people of France to the cauſe of Liberty, ſo determined to 


maintain the ſtruggle in which they were engaged, ſo ready to 


ſupport the party in power, that they agreed to a man to ſur- 
render all their fortunes, and, from him that poſſeſſed 10,0001, 


a year, down to him who was worth only 400l. conſented to live 


on 1801. rather than yield to the powers of Europe. This is 


tremendous but to whom ? To thoſe who have to. fight with 
ſuch a people. The noble Lord makes a ſpeech for the 


Chancellor of the Exchequer, in which he is not more fortu- 
nate than in his other arguments. He makes him ſay, While 
the gentlemen of France are thus giving up all their fortunes 
to prevent the poor from being burthened, what do I propoſe to 
do? Do ] talk to you of raiſing and ſupporting an army without 
laying additional burdens on the people ? Do I talk of pro- 


curing voluntary contributions, except of mittens, night caps, 


and under-waiſtcoats? Do I demand of the Placemen and 
Penſioners who ſupport the war, to give up all their incomes 
except 180l. a year? No ſuch thing. All the gentlemen who 
will come forward in ſupport of this great and glorious war, are 
to ſhare in the taxes that are to be laid on the people, and ac- 


cordingly look round me and fee how I have fattened and ag- 


grandized all the perſons who have come forward to my aid. 
Na man now can make a boaſt of the ſacrifices he has made in 
order the better to oppoſe the friends of Briſſot * in England. 
Not merely themſelves, but their nephews and coulins, to the 
third and fourth remove, have been loaded with ſpoils, and have 
been appointed paymaſters, agents, commiſſaries with penſions, 
entailed upon the country, whatever might be their ſervices, 
merely for coming over to the ſupport of the war. Good 
God, Sir, what a contraſt do we exhibit, that in ſuch a mo- 
ment as this; in times ſo big with national fate, the money 


ſqueezed from the pockets of an impoveriſhed people, from the 


toils, the labours, and the ſweat of their brows, ſhould thus be 
ſquandered as the price of political apoſtacy ! It miſbecomes 
the honour of a gentleman to give, it miſbecomes the honour 
of a gentleman to take, in ſuch a moment. This is not a day 


* Alluding to an expreſſion of the preſ-nt Lord Chancellor, in the courſe of laſt 
ſeſñ on of Parliament. | E's | 
1 ſor 
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for jobs and little dirty traffic, lucre, and emolument, unleſs it 
is meant to promulgate it as a doctrine that all public men are 
impoſtors, and that every libel of the French is founded in 
truth. What is the fort of language that we hear? The order 
of nobility is in danger. I will fight for nobility, ſays a 
Viſcount, much better if you will make me an Earl. Make 
make me a Marquis, ſays the Earl; give me a blue ribband, 
ſays the noble Lord in a green one; and thus, while the people 
at large are told that the very pillars of the Conſtitution are in 
danger, they ſee nothing but a miſerable ſcene of intrigue for 
the proſtitution of honours, and the corrupt ſquandering of na- 


tional wealth. Even the Right Honourable Gentleman himſelf, 


who made ſo loud a boaſt, in the commencement of his po- 


litical career, of his own diſintereſted purity, who lamented that 


he had fallen upon times too good, and who withed'that they 
were even more corrupt, to diſplay with greater effect the con- 
traſt of his magnanimity, takes to himſelf, in addition to all the 
profits of active office, a ſinecure which he ſwells into an enor- 
mous penſion, Sir, though theſe things have hitherto paſſed 
without obſervation in this Houfe, they muſt not, ſhall not con- 
tinue ſo to be overlooked. If the Repreſentatives of the peo- 
ple do not ſhew to the country a ſpirit of vigorous correction in 
regard to the uſe of public money; if they do not take care, 
that not a ſingle guinea ſhall- be ſpent otherwiſe than in the 
public ſervice, the people will ſoon be taught not to look to this 
country, nor to Parliament for relief. 1. { 30 
„  Butin all this ſcene of jobbing and of plotting, what pride 
ought we not to feel, Sir, we who have ſuffered ſo much from 
the reproach of a coalition. When the pinching hour of neceſ- 
ſity. came, Miniſters were forced to log to thoſe men for aid, 
for joining with whom we had hl ſo many accuſations; 
To be ſure, it was not a very creditable Thing to the talents, nor 
could it be very pleaſant to the feelings of the gentlemen on the 
other fide, that Government were obliged to make this ſort of 
application. But that was for them to think of. When the 
King of Pruſſia was to be ſoothed and coneiliated, his zeal to 
be animated, and his flagging ſpirit to be revived, they could 
only find a proper agent from-among their number (Lord Yar- 
mouth *.) Nor could they even find fit couriers to carry home 
the diſpatches on this important embaſly out of their ranks 


(Lord George Conway, &c.) When they ſtood in necd of 


a perſon to preſerve-peace and cordiality between the Allies, they 


* Lately Lord Beauchamp, eldeſt ſon of the Farl of Hertfore, now Marquy 
. Hertford, In Lord North's adminiſtration, Lord Beauchamp held the oiũce of 
feier of his Majeſty's Houtchold, _ ' A ids 
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made the fame application to Lord Malmfbury *. Did they want 
a a perſon to preach to the people of Toulon the bleſſings of an 


undefined monarchy, they applied to the ſame quarter (Sir Gil- 
bert Elliot.) Did they require a perſon to conduct the affairs 
of a neighbouring kingdom, they could find no man conver- 
tant with the forms of Parliament, and properly verſed in the 
conduct of public affairs, but in their number, (Mr. Silveſter 
Douglas +.) Did they fect it acceilary to appoint an attorney- 
general to the Prince of Weles, a Welch judge, ora ſtanding 
Counſel to the India Board: — ſo deſtitute and baren of all 
talents, learning and experience, were their own benches, that 
they were obliged again to look to the other fide of the houſe, aud 
to heap all the three offices on one man, (Mr. Anſtruther.) 
« ] do not mean, Sir, to impute to gentlemen improper mo- 
tives, but it is a little ſingular, that juſt at the time when they 


thought their country in danger, they ſhould not have given. 


their ſupport to the Government without the creation of fo many 


new places of enormous emolument to themſelves. Bis Ma- 
jeſty laments the burthens that are to be laid on his people, and 
yet Miniſters are thus lavith in courting, nay purchaſing deſerters 
by the moſt ſhameful proſtitution of the national treaſure ; I take 


it for granted that they have been forced thus to look to the other. 


ide, becauſe the nurſery for Stateſmen formed by the Secretary 
of State oppoſite to them, has not yet reared a ſufficient number 
of plants for the neceſſary conſumption. I dare ſay that though 
our Chiron is ſlow in his march, he will improve as he goes on ; 
and perhaps this year we ſhall be called upon for an additional 
ſum of money to turn the nurſery into a hot-bed. It is iaid, 
that if we were delttous of making, peace, we have not the 
means— With whom ſhall we treat? I anſwer, with the men 
that haye the power of the French Government in their hands. 
1 never will diſdain to treat with thoſe on whom I make war: 
ard ſurely no wiſe nation ought to perſevere in the idle diſdain 
of a- negociation with thoſe who are a match for them in war. 
A Right Honourable Gentleman oppoſite, ſaid, that what made 
him firſt think of a negociation with America, was- his looking 
at General Waſhington's army ; he had looked at it on the 
tight, on the left, on the centre, and according to his curious 
phraſe, he could not accommadate himſelf any where, The ſame 
was ſurely true of France, we had tried it on all ſides, on the 


Huth at Toulon, on the weſt by the Rhine, an the north by - 


Flandeis, on the eaſt, by our ſpying glaſſes, at St. Maloes, and 

we could no where be accommodated, But I ſee notwithſtand- 

ing our fatal experiment, we are doomed to go on; the fatal 

termination is taken, and there is no rational hope that the 
d ſenſe and ſpirit of this houſe will reverſe the decree.” 


*ormerly James Harris, Eſq. K. B. Ambaſſador at various European Courts 
' Parrilter, brother-in-law to the Earl of Guildford. M 
Ir. 
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Mr. Sheridan took a rapid and maſterly review of the pro- 
ceedings of the campaign, to ſhew that Government had not 
diſplayed à ſingle exertion becoming the dignity of the nation, 
or calculated either to maintain the ſplendor of our name and 
arms, or to accompliſh the object of the war; that our trade 
had every where been left to fortune; the American ſhores 
completely expoſed: and here he gave an affecting picture of 


the fate of Captain Courtenay, and ſhewed that even in the points 


of dur attack, particularly at Toulon, Dunkirk, &c. &c. we had 
ſeen nothing but incapacity and blunder in the execution, as well 
as difaſter in the event. "Theſe things muſt, he ſaid, be 
the ſubject of parliamentary inveſtigation. It was not enough 
that our precipitate retreat from Dunkirk was huſhed up and 
compromiſed between the Maſter-General of the Ordnance 
and the Firſt Lord of the Admiralty, becauſe one of them was 


brother to the Miniſter. With reſpe& to the tranſactions of 


Toulon, without ſtopping to enquire whether the deſtruction 
of the ſhips was conſiſtent with the laws of war, he would de- 
mand by whoſe orders the Conſtitution of 1789 was firſt offered: 
to the people, and by whoſe orders that offer was broken 
to them; and it muſt be a ſubject of enquiry how Lord 
Hood, who had fo freely taxed General OfHara with not keep» 
ing his word, had himſelf broken his word to the nation, about 
tae ſtrength and reſiſtance of the place. The execution of the 
plan for the deſtruction of the ſhips, he would prove, was miſe 
managed in all that depended on the part of Lord Hood]; for at 
the Babel council of the uncombined armies, an offer was made 
to undertake the deſtruction of theſe ſhips, which appears ta 
have been accepted; and yet ſuch an inadequate force: was 
given for the purpoſe, as to oblige Sir Sidney Smith to leave 
afteen ſhips of the line unconſumed. He reproached them alſo 
for the expedition of Earl Mora, which was talked of fo lon 
as to deliver over all the unhappy Royaliſts on the coaſt to maſ- 
ſacre. The expedition of Sir Charles Grey had been equally 


ruined by protraction; and with reſpect to the whole of our 


naval campaign, it was in vain to enter into the detail; for 
0 man could with truth aſſert, that we had apy where pre- 
ſeated a formidable aſpect to the enemy. Of the conduct of 
the channel fleet he would not ſay one word; he was ſure that 
the noble Admiral had exerted his utmoſt talents in the ſervice, 
though they all knew the induſtrious pains that had been taken 
to throw unmerited reproach upon him. That our trade had 
not been protected, the fact of the channel being now, or very 
lately, at the mercy of a few French frigates, was a mot 
glaring proof. He ſaid, that he did not mean to propoſe any 
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amendment; be ſhould be inclined to ſupport, however, any 
amendment that went to declare that this country ought to treat 
for a peace, whenever an opportunity for that purpoſe preſented 
itſelf. [Mr. Sheridan's was generally allowed to be a moſt 
captivating and brilliant ſpeech. ] | * 
Hr. I/indham deſended Lord Mornington againſt the accuſa- 
tion of not having ſpoken+to the queſtion. ' The noble Lord had 
recapitulated the conductof France in a manner ſo maſterly, ſo true 
and ſo alarming, as feriouily to fix the attention of the Houſe 
and the nation. The Honourable Gentleman had warned the 
Houle to beware of continuing a war which he had deſcribed 
in terms of reprobation. - But, was the war to be avoided? 
No: the Right Honourable Member had himſelf adduced nu- 
merous arguments to prove it was not, For his own part, his 
mind was made up for war. During the laſt ſeſſions of Par- 
liament, moſt gloomy pictures had been drawn, and prophecies 
pronounced of the misfortunes that were to enſue ; which the 
progreſs of the campaign had falſiſied. There had indeed been 
a variety and fluctuation of events; and if he were at preſent 
aſked his opinion of theſe events, dating from the ſtate in which 
we were {1x months ago, he would frankly own it might be 
called unſucceſsful ; though if conſidered as it ought to be from 
the commencement, he ſhould then affirm it was the very re- 
verſe. Neither would he allow it to be true, that the inter- 
ference of England had produced union and energy in France. 
It was the duty of cher Governments to interfere; for France 
was making war agaialt all Governments, all religion, and all 
principle. To war had all the crimes committed by the French 
been attributed; but crimes could exiſt, and factions could 
exterminate cach other without the aid of war. Since the Re- 
volution, France had become the enemy of every Govern- 
ment; for the monſter was “ born with teeth.” Flanders 
had groaned under the yoke of the French during their ſhort 
reſidence in thoſe fruitful provinces, which had not only been 
pillaged but obliged to conform to the revolutionary mandate 
of the invaders, tacugh no people were more religiouſly de- 
voted to their ancient forms, and the Government of their 
progenitors, than the. inhabitants of the Netherlands. How 
was it poſſible to preſerde peace with the French, who find 
grounds of quarrel with every nation that dares to ſuſpect the 
purity of their intentions: What nation had ever profeſſed 
more peaceful principles of conduct; and what principles had 
ever been more productive of war? Why was the injuſtice of 
our interference with the internal Government of France, fo 
much iuſiſted on? Let any man examine the conduct of thele 
ö . ; reſormers, 


* 
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reformers, and deny, if he dare, the efferveſcence with which 


country was at the commencement of hoſtilities, great exertions 


; Fa 


they interfere in the Government of other nations. Mr. 
Windham then diſcuſſed the inability of Civilians to give rhe- 
toric. rules ſufficient for the regulation of nations in all caſes, 
eſpecially one fo unforgſeen as the preſent ; and then cited Vatel 
to ſhew that that ey great authority was rather favourable 
than otherwiſe to the proceedings of England on this emergency, 
Again he adverted to interference in internal affairs, and da- 
manded what muſt become of the balance of power without 
ſuch interference? He inſiſted that the internal regulations of 
all countries, frequently did, and thoſe of France at preſent 
eſpecially, affect the neighbouring powers. Who ſo preciſe, 
who fo folemn as the French had been in inſtituting rules? 
Who ſo apt at breaking them? The fate of the Briſſotines too 
had been deplored; for his part he ſaw it was true indeed, that 
they “ did but teach bloody inſtructions, which being taught 
returned to plague the inventor. Even-handed juſtice gave 


back the ingredients of the poiſoned chalice to their on lips.“ 


Rriſſot and his opponents were manufactured of the ſame ſtuff, 
a part of the fame web. The energy of the French, Mr. 
Windham ſaid, had been emphatically deſcribed; but if the 

were energetic, what ought we to be? Superior as our — 
was, ſhould we ſlumber, ſhould we be outſttipt, baſely ſue 


for peace, proclaim our cowardice, and avow our inferiority ? 


No, this was not the ſpirit of Britons, it became not their 
bravery, nor was it uſually adopted in their practice, Never 
was there a period in which Britiſh arms had ſhone with greater 
luſtre. Standing as we do, the defenders of the preſent and 


the future world, ought we meanly to crouch in cowardice, 


and ſupplicate in deſpair? Beſides, by ſubmiſſion we could 
only degrade ourſelves, without obtaining preſent ' redreſs or 
future ſafety, Mr. Windham adduced many other argumenta- 
tive diſtinctions, nicely logical and difficult to report. | 
Mr. Secretary Dundas began with declaring that the Hons 
ourahle Gentleman (Mr. Sheridan) who had preceded Mr. 


Windaam, in the debate, eloquent as that houſe had often 
heard him, had never diſplayed language more forcible, talents 


more brilliant, or powers more aſtoniſhing. Nor was he barren 
of praiſe to the Right Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Windham) 
who ſpoke next in turn. Having paid this handfome tribute to 


genius, Mr. Dundas-entered into a defence of the meaſures of 
Adminiſtration, willingly took his ſhare of reſponſibility, and 
declared, that inſtead of errors, if errors they could be proved, 


he gloricd in the part it had been his lot to take. Situated as this 
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kad been expected, and he was proud to aver, that they had 
not only been fulfilled, but had even exceeded hope, and totally 
outrun expectation, Never was there a period in which they 
had been equalled. In the month of September 1792, the 


number of ſeamen to man th: Britiſh gavy, amounted to no 
o: force, by the fore- 
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more than 15,000, This very inadeq 
ght and activity of adminiſtration, received a fupply of 54,000 
men. We had then only thirteen ſhips of the line in commiſ- 
fion, and theſe were with miraculous celerity, augmented to 
eighty with frigates in proportion, Of land forces we had 
only ooo, and by exertions no leſs extraordinary, 30,000 re- 
cruits had been raiſed. He appealed to the houſe, whether the 
wiſdom with waich all this had been planned, and the ceconomy 
with which it bad been effected, could merit the aſperity with 
which Miniſters had been cenfured? did it not, on the con- 
trary, demand the moſt unequivocal applauſe ? What were the 
obiects to be purſued? The intentions of the enemy were to 
be penetrated, their motions watched, and their plans counter- 
acted, In the month of March, Miniſtry received intelli- 
gence of a French ſquadron deſtined to the Weſt Indies, and 
Admiral Gardner was immediately diſpatched with a ſufficient 
force, in queſt of them. The Mediterranean was the next im- 
mediate objectof concern, the trade of which amounred to a mil- 
kon ſterling, and there the French flag, at that time, reigned tri- 
umphant. But ſoon Lard Hood appeared, and never was con- 
duct more maſterly, or effects more glorious. The Italian 
States threatened, and trembling in terror, took ſhelter under 
the Britiſh wing, ang there found ſafety. The moſt ſanguine 
bad never indulzedVhopes equal te theſe effects. The next 
great object was the channel fleet, and to this the moſt aſſiduous 
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| attention had been paid, and with the ſame ſucceſs. The caſes he: 
11 of the naval department were numerous indeed, and embarraſſ- k FY 
ing; but what pra'ſz could be too great for his Majeſty's ſer- 15 de 
; vants, to whom tnis great truſt was committed; when it was ie 
| remembered, that inſtead of culpable remiſſneſs, and an ex- ey th 
poſed trade, as had been alleged, it ſhould be found that fifty act 

convoys had been provided for the ſafe-guard of our trade, and 8 

that not one ſhip under their protection had been loſt. An 4 OVE 

Honourable Gentleman had blamed Miniſtry for leaving the 8 

coaſt of America expoſed ; but it was known that their atten- ; T's 
tion had been called to the Weſt Indies. Tobago had been hos be 
taken; and though we had failed at Martinico, the fault reſted Fes ag 
with the inhabitants, who had invited Britain to yield them cont ha 
ſuccour, had aſked only a ſmall force, and when a much larger , 0 0 
had been ſent, did not act with that firmneſs and alacrity which | lar q epr 

were neceſſary to ſucceſs. He owned himſelf to be one of N 


thoſe 


. 
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thoſe who ſought for, and expected indemnification for the ex. 

es of the war, and he knew not where to look for it ſo effec- 
tually as the Weſt India iſlands. Our own iſlands were not, 
could not be ſecure, while France ſhould poſſeſs all the iſlands 
ſhe held at the commencement of the war. Was it therefore 
not highly laudable in Government, to turn its attention to that 
quarter where ſucceſs had been the moſt probable? At St. 
Domingo, we were at preſent in poſſeſſion of Nicola-mole, its 


ſtrongeſt fortreſs, and Port Jeremy, which had eſcaped the 


ravages by which the iſland in general had been deſolated. 


Vigilance in theſe latitudes was indeed neceſſary, for it 


had been the plan of France to fend emiſſaries amo 
the negroes, excite them to inſurrection, and thus = 
ford employment for our arms to quell tumult in our iſlands, 
while ſhe ſhould purſue her baneful projects in Europe. In the 
courſe of his ſpeech, the Right Honourable Secretary pro- 
nounced the eulogium of our officers. particularly of Lord Hood g 
and applauded the maſterly manner in-which the evacuation 


of Toulon had been effected. Our ſucceſſes had indeed been 


great, and never was there a firſt year of any war on recordy 

that had been equally fortunate, 4 ge be 
Mr, Fox ſaid, that notwithſtanding the lateneſs of the hour, 

the importance of the queition, and the confuſed mode in 


which it had been treated by the advocates for the profecution 


of the war, rendered it neceſſary for him to. attempt, if poſſible, 
to diſſipate the miſt in which it had been involved; he would 
therefore endeavour, once more, to obtain an explicitdeclaration 
of what was the real object of the war, that the people of this 
country might be no longer the dupes of artifice and deluſion, 
and made to believe, that they are expending their money and 
their blood for one purpoſe, while in fact they were called upon 


to do ſo for another. On this point the laſt few minutes of 


the ſpeech of a noble Lord (Mornington) long and eloquent 
as the whole ſpeech was, had afforded more valuable informa- 
tion than all the reſt. The noble Lord had ſaid, in very ex- 
plicit terms, that as long as the preſent, or any other J=cobin 
Government ſubſiſted in France, no propoſitions for peace 
could be made or received by us. He withed this had been 
ſtated laſt year; and that neither the houſe nor the country 
had been drawn in to countenance a war, the object of which 
was not fairly explained to them, till, as they were now told, 
they had gone ſo far that they could not recede. The Chan- 


cellor of the Exchequer, in the debates of laſt ſeſſion, although 


he deprecated the continuance of a Jacobin Government, yet 


ſaid, that he would not conſider that as a har to a negociation, 


provided the objects then held out, viz. the fafety af Holland, 
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and the excluſive navigation of the Scheldt could be ſecured; 
and he illuſtrated his doctrine by his practice, for he actually 
did open a negociation with perſons deriving their powers from 
the then Jacobin'Government of France. What then became 
of the argument, that there could be no ſafety for neighbour- 
ing ſtates, no ſecurity for the obſervance of any treaty while 
ſuch government was permitted to ſubſiſt? That negociation, 
he ſhould perhaps be told, was never meant to ſucceed, and 
well did the mode of conducting it juſtify the ſuppoſition; but 
why was it not to ſucceed? That the people of England 
might be er a war on a falſe pretence of defending 
an ally, while the real object was the ſubverſion of the ruling 
ower in France. Again he would aſk the queſtion, although 
he ſhould ſhudder to hear tne melancholy information ; but if 
it was ſo, let it be unequivocally ſaid, that we were engaged in 
a war which could have no termination, till we had extermi- 
nated French Jacobiniſm, in other words, till we had con- 
quered France. In the preſumption of certain theories of our 
own, we were to ſtake the wealth, the commerce, and the 
Conſtitution of Great Britain, on the probability of compelling 
the French to renounce opinions, for which, we had alread 
ſeen, that they were ready to ſacrifice their lives. This at leaf 
was the caſe, if the majority of the Houſe had come over to 
the ſyſtem of extermination which was laſt year avowed only 


by a few. | 1 = . 
He admired the fpeech of the noble Lord, and that of his 
Right Honourable Friend (Mr, Windham) the leſs, becauſe 
much of both was only imitation or tranflation of ſpeeches and 
reports in the French Convention, The noble Lord aſked, if 
we would truſt to the religion of Robeſpierre, the finance of 
Cambon, or the moderation of Danton ? The anſwer of the 
French Convention to his Majeſty's Declaration appeared in 
terms not decent to be mentioned in that Houſe, to the wiſ- 
dom of -our Monarch, the-good faith of another, and the chaſ- 
tity of a third, His Right Honourable-Friend treated Vatel 
with as little reſpect as M. Genet, the French Miniſter to the 
United States of America. © I would throw Vatel and Gro- 
tius into the ſea,” ſaid M. Genet, when their principles in- 
terfered with his notions of the rights of nations. Juſt ſo 
would his Right Honourable Friend treat them when they 
controverted his ideas. By ſome ſtrange fatality we were 
now conſtantly reprobating the language and practices of the 
French, and as conſtantly copying what we reprobated. More 
inclined as he was to follow experienced rules of judging and of 
ſpeaking, he held the opinions of eminent and learned men, 


dif 
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diſpaſſionately given on ſubjects which they had ſtudied, as of 
great importance in regulating their conduct. Vatel, than 
whom he knew of no man more eminently learned in the ſci- 


ence on which he had written, laid: it down as a principle, that 


every independent nation has an undoubted right to regulate 
ies own Government; and on this authority he had reprobated 
the conduct of Auſtria and Pruſſia in attacking the French, for 
no reaſon but becauſe they were attempting to regulate their 
government; a conduct which he feared had been more fatal 
to the political morality of Europe, than any thing the French 
had yet done. It was true, as his Honourable Friend (Mr. 
Sheridan) had ſtated, that the French were no: alone charge- 
able with the carnage which had waſted Europe. The Duke 


of Brunſwick's Manifeſto he conſidered as the ſignal for car- 


nage, and a general war. For carnage, by whomſoever com- 


mitted, he was no apologiſt; it was equally repugnant to his 


feelings and his judgment ; and therefore he had kept himſelf 
clear of all concern in meaſures which tended to lead to it. 
But thoſe who negociated the treaty of Pilnitz, impartial 


p poſterity would pronounce guilty ; and this country, if it had 


acceded to that treaty, would not be acquitted. To the treaty 
of Pilnitz he traced the origin of the war. Could it be pre- 
tended that France had been in all cafes the aggreſſor? Had 


ſhe been fo with reſpect to Prufiia ? T he proof was obvious. 


We had a treaty of alliance with Pruſſia, by which we were 
bound to furniſh certain ſuccouts if Pruſſia ſhould be attacked. 


Were we called upon for thoſe ſuccours /—No ſuch thing. 


Sufficient evidence that Pruflia did not confider the war with 
France as a war of defence, but a war of aggreſſion, volun- 
tarily undertaken. - , mY 1 | 
Whether we or®*the French were originally the aggreſſors, 
made- no great difference now. This much we know, that 


they offered to negociate, and that all their propoſals were 


treated with diſdain and haughtineſs, which could not fail to 
render peace impoſſible. Roberſpierre, that great authonity, 


- whom the advocates for the war never failed to quote when 


they found him on their ſide, accuſes Briſſos of having involved 
France in the war with this country. , On the ſtrength of Ro- 
berſpierre's impartialjudgment in the cafe. were Miniſters ex- 
culpated from the charge of having cauſed the war. Such were 
the- arguments on which their friends defended their conduct 
At that time, contrary to the opinion of many of his friends, 
in the face of almoſt the reprobation of that Houſe, he had 
recommended negociation in preference to war; and painful as 
it was to him to differ from men whom he had long loved ang 
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eſteemed, on the moſt mature reflection, he felt as much 

ſolid ſatisfaction in the advice he had then given, and the con- 
duct he had purſued, as it was poſſible to derive from the con- 

ſciouſneſs that they were preciſely ſuch as they ought to have 
been. | 

But the origin of the war was now a ſecondary conſidera- 
tion. The main queſtion was, how can it be concluded? 
His opinion ſtill was, that we ought to treat with the preſent, 
or any other government to which the preſent may give place 
in France; while others ſaid, and an awful conſideration it 
was, that no treaty with any modification of Jacobin Govern- 
ment could be ſecure, The queſtion of ſecurity he would now 
examine, conſidering an attempt to negociate in the only twa 
points of view, under which, as appeared to him, it could poſ- 
libly fall. His gwn opinion, or rather his conjecture, was, that 
peace might be obtained. But however well or ill founded this 
might be, we were firſt to conſider whether ſuch a peace as might 


be ſuppoied attainable was ſo deſirable as to induce us to nego- 
ciate; and next, whether failing in the negociation would be 


attended with ſuch dangers as ought not to be hazarded. How- 
ever we might abhor the conduct of Frenchmen towards 


Frenchmen, whatever indignation we might feel againſt crimes 


from which humanity ſhrunk aghaſt, hatred of vice was not a 
CY * 8 * N 
juſt cauſe of war between nations. If it were, Good God 


with which of thoſe wit whom we are now- combined againſt 


France ſhould we be at peace? We, proud of our own free- 


dom, had long been accuſtomed to treat deſpotic governments 
with contempt, and to mark the vices of deſpots with vigilant 


ſenſibility. Of late, however, our reſentment had been moſt 


_ readily excited by the abuſes of Liberty; and our hatred. of 


vice was very different on different ſides. In France an old 


deſpotiſm is overturned, and an attempt made to introduce a a 


free government in its room. In that attempt great crimes are 
committed, and language is ranſacked, and declamation ex- 


hauſted to raiſe our indignation and excite us to war againſt the 


whole people. In Poland, liberty is ſubverted; that fair portion 
of the creation ſeized by the relentleſs fangs of deſpotilm ; the 


wretched inhabitants reduced to the ſime ſituation with the an- 


cient ſlaves of their new maſters, and ordered to ſing Te Deum 
for the bleſſings thus conferred upon them ;—and what does all 
this pr duce? Sometimes a well turned ſentence to expreſs our 
forrow. But hatred of vice is no juſt cauſe of war, nor ever 
was among nat'ons; and when he heard men declaim on the 
crimes of France, who knew how to. reaſon as ſtateſmen, he 
could not but ſu: pect that they meant to deceive, Such a 

ä | peace, 


k Ara TE 


0 


Jaws 211) WOODFALUS PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. i 


peace, it was next ſaid, would not be ſecure. He admitted 
that it would not be ſo ſecure, for the permanent intereſt of this 


country, as he could wiſh; but it would be as ſecure as any 
peace that had been made with France at any other time, and 


more ſo, than any that they, who would make no peace 


without the reſtoration of the monarchy, could ever expect 
to make, The preſent rulers of France had declared them- 
{clves our natural enemies; they had contrived ſchemes and ſent. 
emiſſaries to overturn our Conſtitution. Had not all this been 
conſtantly done by Louis XIV.? — Was he not the declared 
enemy of our Revolution ? Did he not keep up a correſpondence 
with the Jacobite party among us; and endeavour by force and 


_ aitifice, to overturn our eſtabliſhment in Church and State? 


Had our new fangled politicians lived in thoſe times, they 
would have ſaid, before the peace of Ryſwick, „What ! treat 


with Louis XIV. who has made war upon you unjuſtly, who has 


fomented treaſon arid rebellion, who has attempted to deſtroy all 
that you hold ſacred, and inſtead of a limited monarchy, 
and the Proteſtant 'religion, impoſe upon you the fetters of 
deſpotiſm and Popery f?? Such muſt then have been their lan- 
guage, but King William and his Miniſters would have 
thought thoſe who held it fitter for Bedlam than a Cabinet. 


It was faid, that the Jacobins have threatened to over-run 


Holland, and extend their conqueſts to the Rhine. Did not 


Louis XIV. invade Holland Were his projects of conqueſt 


ſo moderate as to be confined within the Khine? The whole 
argument then comes to this, that you muſt be ſatisfied with 
the beſt ſecutity you can get, taking care that the power, with 
whom you make a peace, ſhall have no temptation to break 
it, either from your miſconduct or want of vigilance. The 
beſt-ſecurity fot Holland is the Emperor's poſſeſſion of the Ne- 
therlands; and repairing the fortifications of the barrier towns, 


which the Emperor was bound by treaty to maintain, Whes 
ther the Emperor ſhould be obliged to do this at his own'ex- 


pence, or whether Holland and Great Britain ſhould aſſiſt him, 


was matter of diſcuſſion; certain it was, however, that it 


would coſt us much leſs than another campaign. If we 
looked at the declaration to the people of France, the firſt 
idea preſented by it, although afterwards ſomewhat modified, 
but again confirmed by the declaration at Toulon, was, that 
the reſtoration of monarchy mult be the preliminary to peace. 
Now ſuppoſe that inſtead of the Jacobin Republic, ſome ſtable 
form of government, but not a monarchy, ſhould be eſta- 
bliſhed, with which we might think it ſafe or neceſſary to 
treat, what would become of our promiſes to Louis XVII. and 
$a 5 7 2s MES "the 
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the people of Toulon? Then as to our ſecurity, according to 
the declaration, as ſoon as the French have a King we will 
ceaſe to make war upon them, and they may ſet about modi- 
fications of their monarchy. But how are theſe to be made? 
Not certainly with a guard of German troops ſurrounding the 
hall, where thoſe nreet who are to make them. France will 
then be left in preciſely the fame fituation as in 1789, from 
which flowed all the miſchiefs that are now ſaid to render it 
impoſſible for us to treat with them. Such is the notable ſe- 
curity which the miniſter propoſes to obtain by way of. indefi- 
nite duration! 5 | 5 5 
The ſame miniſter promiſed at Toulon, or thoſe whom he. 
employed promiſed for him, to reſtore the Conſtitution of 
2729, and it was in fact reſtored there. Louis XVII. was not 
{tyled King of France and Navarre, &c. but King of the 
French, and all the authorities appointed by the Conſtitution 
of 1789, were re-eſtabliſhed. How did this agree with the 
conduct of our Allies? While we were in poſſeſſion of Tou- 
lon, General Wurmſer entered Allace, where he iffued a pro- 
clamation, diſmiſſing all perſons appointed to offices under the 
Conſtitution of 1789, and reſtoring, till further orders, the 
ancient ſyſtem, which we are apt to call deſpotic. He would 
ſuppoſe a thing too abſurd to be ſuppoſed, but merely for the 
ſake of argument, viz. that France were brought to ſubmit to 
whatever we choſe to propoſe. Muſt ſhe have a King? She 
conſents—Muit that King be Louis XVII.? She conſents— 
What in this caſe would be our ſecurity? Miniſters do not 
mean to reſtore to France alt they may take in the courſe of 
reducing her to this ſubmiſſion. By their own declaration, 
they muſt have an indemnification foy the expence of their 
ſervices. Admitting that Louis XVII. would have a proper 
ſenſe of gratitude; and that gratitudein Kings ts ſtronger than in 
other men—a poſition, however, rather doubtful (for although, 
« as rich as a King—as happy as a King,” and many more of 
the ſame ſort were common ſayings, © as grateful as a King“ 
had not become proverbial) ; yet as Monarchs muſt be ſubject 
to the voice of the people, what as Frenchmen would their 
voice be? That France was deprived of her former poſſeſ- 
Hons, that ſhe was ſhorn of her ancient luſtre, and that no 
fair occaſion ſhould be loſt of regaming what had been ra- 
viſhed from her;”—and thus France would ſeize the firſt 
opportunity of attacking us, when we might poſſibly have no 
ally but Holland, and when Pruſſta or Auſtria might be 
Jeagued with France. Would any man ſay, that this was not 
the probable courſe of events? Unleſs, indeed, it could be 
mewn, that Priuces were more honeſt and true to their en- 
| geagements 
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gagements than other men; but from what hiſtory he could 
collect this obſervation, he was yet to learn. There were 
eertam high ſtoical ſentiments, ſuch as“ we know what be- 
comes us to do, and that we will do, regardleſs of conſe- 
quences.” ——On ſuch ſentiments men might act, if they 


pleaſed, for themſelves, but they had no right to act fo for 


their conſtituents. Were Gentlemen ready to ſay with De- 
moſthenes, that ſeeing all the calamities which muſt follow 
from their conduct, yet theſe calamities they would brave; 
and all this for the cruſade againſt the Jacobins ? 

When he heard that the ſucceſs of the campaign was to be 
made matter of boaſt in the King's Speech, he thought it the 
| higheſt pitch of effromtery to be found in the annals of any 
nation. Little did he imagine that his Majeſty would think 
x neceſſary to recapitulate from the throne all the ſucceſſes 
obtained before the riſing of the laſt Seſſion of Parliament 
ſucceſſes of which they had been told over and over. If, how- 


* 


\ 


ever, theſe ſuccefſes were to be eſtimated from June, when 


his Majeſty laſt addreſſed the Parliament, to. what would they 
amount? or if, which way indeed the only rational mode of 


2 a judgment of the future, the ſituation of France 


when firſt attacked by Auſtria and Pruſſia, were compared 


with her preſent ſituation, what was the proſpec of ſinal ſuc- 


ceſs ? Far from imagining that he ſhould have had to contend, 


that the campaign had been neither ſucceſsful nor glorious, he 


expected to be aſked, when he came to talk of peace, what ! 
are you ſo puſillanimous as to ſuffer your ſpirits to be de- 


preſſed by a few untoward events? Would you adviſe to 


degrade your country fo far as to offer terms of peace now, 
which we diſdained to offer in June, when our good fortune 
was at its height? When we have been repulſed at Dunkirk ; 
when the Prince of Saxe Cobourg has been repulſed at 
Maubeuge; when we have been driven from Toulon in a 
manner afflicting, if not diſgraceful ; when General Wurmſer 
has been routed in Alſace; the ſiege of Landau raiſed z and 
the Duke of Brunſwick can ſcarcely protect the German 
cities on the Rhine—to offer terms of peace would be to 
fupplicate, not negotiate.” Such an appeal to his feelings 
for the dignity of his country, he muſt have endeavoured to 
anſwer ; but from this taſk he was completely relieved by mi- 
niſters boaſting of their victories. If the advantages we had 
obtained were ſuch as they repreſented them to be, we could 
negotiate without diſhonour; we could aſſume the digniſied 
character of being in a condition to dictate the terms of peace, 
and of forbearing to inſiſt on all that our ſuperiority entitled 
us to demand. Here then was an additional reaſon * pr 
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ſuing the courſe which he recommended. The Right Hon. 
Secretary (Mr. Dundas) had faid, that our object in the Welt: 
Indies was to gain a ſolid advantage for ourſelves, as an in- 
demnification for the expences of the war. This, however, 
was a diſtin object from that of giving ſuch a government to 
France, as miniſters might think it ſafe to treat with; and in 
many reſpects contradictory to the other. In purſuance of the- 
object of ſolid advantage to ourſelves, whatever iſlands we took 
for Louis XVII. we muſt wiſh to keep; and as we wiſhed to- 
keep the iſlands, muſt wiſh that Louis XVII. who would have 
a right to demand them of us, ſhould not be reſtored; and 
thus our two objects would run counter to each other. 
The Right Hon. Secretary had ſaid, that if we were to make 
peace with France on the principle of uti pofſidetis, the cam- 
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[ paign would be the moſt advantageous and the moſt glorious 4 

4 on the records of hiſtory. Advantageous in that point of view t 

if it certainly might be; but glorious it could hardly be called, F 

| when it was conſidered that we were Jleagued in it, with ſo | a 

| many other powers, againſt a ſingle nation whoſe force we had = 
46 formerly met, not only without allies, but with thoſe who _ al 
| 9 ought to have been our allies marſhalled under the ſtandard of 7 
0 our enemies. But the real object of the war was to deſtroy the nc 
' i Jacobin power in France. Had we ſucceeded in that object? „ 
4 Was it not clear to the apprehenſion of every man who poſſeſſed wl 
1 the ſmalleſt degree of information, that we were more diſtant ".. vs 


from it than ever? | . 
The Right Hon. Secretary had ſaid, that miniſters had been 


much embarraſſed about ſending the forces then at their diſpo« 
ſal with Sir Charles Grey to the Weſt Indies, or with the Earl 
of Moira to co-operate with the Royaliſts in France. The an- 
ſwer was eaſy. If their war with the perſons who now govern _ 
France was, as their friends now profeſſed it to be, Bellum 
internecinum, they ought not to have heſitated a moment. Aſſiſt- 
ing the Royaliſts would have moſt materially promoted their 
object. He hoped that, as ſometimes happens to men fluctu- 
ating between two purpoſes, they had not ſo divided. their 
attention as to render both ineffectual. N 
It was true that he, and thoſe who thought as he did, had 
ſtated the dangers that were to be apprehended from war; but 
de appealed to the recollection of every man who heard him, 
whether they had ever ſaid, that the war was likely to be ter- 
minated in one campaign. On the contrary, was it not the 
meaning, if not the expreſs terms of the ſpeeches made by 
thoſe who adviſed going to war, that one campaign would be 
ſufficient? Did not miniſters know that the ſame idea had 
been circulated by every miniſterial ſcribbler in ee 
b | rial 
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rial newſpaper ? and was it not notorious, that this deluſion 


had induced many perſons to approve of the war, who would 
have otherwiſe oppoſed it? His Right Hon. Friend (Mr. Winds 


ham) had ridiculed the idea of the war having united the 


'French among - themſelves. Had it not united them? and 
ven them an 


p - 


what was worſe for the cauſe of the allies, | 
energy not eaſy to be withſtood ? At the cloſe of the lafl ſeſſion 
of Parliament, they had two parties ſtruggling for power— 


| Marſeilles, Toulon, Lyons, Bourdeaux, la Vendée, in a ſtate 


of rebellion, or on the point of rebellion. All thoſe, in addi- 
tion to the force of ten combined foreign powers, had France 
then to contend with; and as far as could be collected from 
information, there was not now an inſurrection from one end 
of France to the other. What then was the inference? That 


there was no probability, nor even poſſibility, of overturning 


the Jacobin government of France in another campaign, nor 
in another to that. The French were now inſpired with ſuch 
an enthuſiaſm for what they miſcalled liberty, that nothing 
but abſolute conqueſt could induce them to liſten to any plan 
of internal government propoſed by a foreign power. Con- 
ſidering the ſpirit of the French in this point of view, he was 
not much comforted by any thing that had been ſaid of their 
finances. The arguments of the preſent day reminded him of 
what he had heard in the American war. The Americans 
were repreſented as deſtitute of money; as making temporary 
exertions by means of paper, which a few halfpence might buy 
to the nominal amount of 100 dollars; as exerciſing on one 
another the moſt intolerable tyranny; on the Royaliſts, the 
moſt unheard- of cruelty and then came what was now the 
maſter argument, that if ſuch principles of reſiſtance were ſuf 
ſered to exiſt, there muſt be an end of all civilized govern- 
ment, and the monarchy of England muſt be trampled in the 
duſt, He was not then deterred from recommending, what 
he now recommended—negotiation, while negotiation was 
practicable. He lived to ſee Great Britain treat with that very 
Congreſs ſo often vilified and abuſed; and the monarchy ſub- 
{it in vigour full enough, certainly fuller than it had ever 
before ſubſiſted in ſince the Revolution. If it were not pre- 
tumptuous for any man to reckon on his own life, he might 
ſay, that he ſhould ſee Great Britain treating with thoſe very 
French Jacobins—and might the period be as favourable for 
making peace as the preſent |! 5 RD 
Having contended that as much ſecurity might be obtained 
by treating now with France, as in any caſe that came within 
experience, or was preſented: by theory, it remained only to 
prove that if negotiation ſhould fail, we had much to gain, 
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and nothing to loſe. We ſhould demonſtrate to all the world 
that the war, on our part, was ſtrictly defenſive; and we 


mould convince the people of England that their money was 


not expended to gratify the caprice of an individual, but to 
protect the honour and the intereſt of the country. In France 


the advantage would be ſtill greater; —in France, where enthu- 


faſm ſupplies the place of military diſcipline and military ſkill— 
where it makes the people ſubmit to tyrariny almoſt beyond 
Human patience—we ſhould diminiſh that enthuſi ſm by ſhew- 
ing them that they are not engaged in a war of defence, but a 
war of conqueſt. | | | = 

Mr. Fox then entered into an examination of the conduct 
of the war, which he ſhewed had been deficient in every ma- 
terial point. “ If,” ſaid he, © any independence of fpirit 
remains in this Houſe; if there is a man in it not the ſyco- 
phant of miniſters, that man cannot hold up his head and ſay, 


he does not in his conſcience believe that the campaign, as far. 


as this country is concerned, has exhibited nothing but the 
imbecility of thoſe who planned it. The miniſter poſſeſſes 
great talents, and great eloquence; and his having been ſo 
long in office muſt have confiderably increafed the number of 
his admirers; but he muſt pick and chooſe from the very 
loweſt clafs of thoſe who pay court to him, before he can fins. 
thirty perſons, even at his own table, who will ſay that he is a 
war-minifter. They will tell us that he may do better another 


time; but how much Britiſh blood and treafure muſt be la- 


viſhed, while the miniſter is ſerving his apprenticeſhip to this 
trade of war? Mr. Fox proceeded to conſider the conduct of 


miniſters towards neutral powers; in the courſe of which he 
was led to ſpeak of America, and paid a high-wrought com- 
pliment to the character of the Preſident, General Waſhington. - 


He concluded with moving an Amendment to the Addreſs, 


the fame in ſabſtance as that moved in the Houſe of Lords. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, the queſtion . which 
had been brought forward by the Right Hon, Gentleman who 
ſpoke laſt, amounted to little leſs than negativing the Ad- 
dreſs, and upon this principle, what had previouſly been ſaid, 
exactly referred to the ſubject of debate. From the length 
to which the diſcuſſion had been carried and the lateneſs of the 
hour, it was impoſſible for him to go much into detail; yet in 


circumſtances of ſuch peculiar and tranſcendant importance 
as the preſent, though he could add little more in point of ar- 


gument, he conſidered it as incumbent on him expreſsly to de- 
Jiver his opinion on ſeveral points which had been * by the 
Right Honourable Gentleman. He ſtill conſidered it as ne- 


ceſlary in the preſent ſtage of the queſtion, to refer to tbe 
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original grounds upon which the war had been undertakeny 
The Hon. Gentleman on the other fide had told them, that 
theſe were of little conſequence; and had inſiſted, that a ſe- 
cure and honoyrable termination of the war, was the only 
point which ought now. to occupy their diſcuſſion. It be- 
came more neceſſary to refer to theſe original grounds, as, 
while the preſent ſyſtem continued, there was no probability 
for any ſuch termination in the preſent moment. In recur= 
ring tgen to the principles on which they had ſet out, it would 
appear, that the preſent war had not been haſtily and raſhly 
engaged in, but after due deliberation and mature conviction. 
It had been the opinion of the majority of that Houſe, and 
of the great body of the nation, that it was undertaken upon 
grounds ſtrictly defenſive; and that the nation was equally 
compelled to engage in it by the obligations of duty, and 
the urgency of neceſſity. An Hon. Gentleman had aſked 
Would not we have engaged in the war even if France had 
not previouſly declared againſt us ?—To this he would anſwer, 
what he had laſt ſeſſion aſſerted, That if we did not receive 
ſatisfaction for paſt injuries, and ſecurity with reſpect to the 
future, moſt certainly we would. From the conduct of 
France, the war, in whatever form it appeared, could only be 
conſidered as aggreſſive on their part. As to what were the 
objects of the war in the firſt inſtance, they had been ſtated 
by his noble friend (Lord Mornington). Theſe objects 
were —Firſt, That the ſyſtem adopted by the French, had de- 
veloped principles deſtructive to the general order of ſociety, 
and ſubverſive of all regular government. Secondly, That the 
French themſelves, with a view, no doubt, of extending their 
ſyſtem, had been guilty of uſurpations on the territory of other 
ſtates. Thirdly, that they had diſcovered hoſtile intentions 
againſt: Holland. Fourthly, that they had diſcloſed views of 
aggrandizement and ambition entirely new in extent and im- 
portance, and menacing in their progreſs not only the inde- 
pendence of this country, but the ſecurity of Europe. Un- 
leſs it can be ſhewn, that we were originally miſtaken; that 
cheſe were not proper objects of conteſt; or, that theſe objects 
are already gained; the obligations and neceſſity which ori- 
Finally induced us to undertake the war, operate with equal 
force at the preſent moment. In that caſe, even ſuppoſing 
that difappointment and difficulty had occurred in the proſe- 
cution of the war, they ought to have no other effect than to 
Inſpire us with additional vigour and ſtimulate us to new 
exertions. Though not inſenſible to any failure or miſcarriage 
that might be-aſctibed to the miſconduCt of thoſe employed 
in conducting the operations of the war, yet. theſe could not 
Vol. I. 15 ä | | a 
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at all affect the general queſtion, even if their conduct had as Fi 
much demerit as had been ſtated by the Hon. Gentleman on ju 
the other ſide. However unpleaſant he or his colleagues al 
might feel from that peculiar fituation of reſponſibility. in re 
which they ſtood, that was no reaſon why there ſhould be any in 
alteration in the fentiments of the country. If thoſe diſap- fa 
pointments and difficulties aroſe, not from the nature of the to 
conteſt, but from the miſconduct of thoſe entruſted with the co 
management of public affairs, the nation were not therefore int 
to be diſcouraged in the career of exertion, and to ſhrink from OU 
their duty. If thoſe perſons who conducted his Majeſty's co 
councils were unequal to the taſk, let us not think ſo meanly ad 
of the abilities of the country, as to ſuppoſe that there are not ſa: 
others of ſuperior talents, without: reſorting to the few in- op 
dividuals who have ever ſince its commencement diſcovered hai 
principles inimical to the war. Surely it is not neceſſary to eri 
ſuppole that all the abilities of the nation were excluſively mo- Jut 
nopolized by thoſe individuals. But if, on the other hand, the eve 
difficulty was afcribed to the nature of the conteſt itſelf, on] 
which, however, he ſhould much more regret, then would the crit 
argument with reſpect to the miſcondu& of miniſters, or of cen 
thoſe concerned in conducting the active operations of the diff 
war, be much weakened. He bd, he would proceed briefly to WA: 
take a view of the different ſtages in which the queſtion of the- of 
War had been debated. At the concluſion of laſt Seſſion, he oO 
had placed its termination upon two circumſtances: Firſt, me! 
the being able to procure a peace upon terms likely to render dur 
it ſecure and permanent; and ſecondly, an indemnity ſuit- en 
able to the expence which the nation ſhould have incurred of! 
in carrying on the war. He had therefore, in the debate at firſt 
the concluſion of laſt Seſſion, held out as a means, not only of nov 
annoying the enemy, but of ſecuring thoſe deſirable ends, the tent 
2 of an interference in the internal government of Thi 
France. Not that he had abſolutely inſiſted upon an entire of « 
ſubverſion of that government; he had always afferted that if whi 


a peace could be made upon terms of ſecurity to this Country, 
no conſideration of the deteſtable characters of the ruling 
men in France, or of the crimes and horrors with which the 
were ſullied, ought to influence this country to reject ſu 
terms. The Hon. Gentleman had then admitted this principle 
to be right both in point of expediency and morality. He 
mult here advert to an unfair mode of argument which had 
been employed by the Hon. Gentleman, He had endeayour- 
ed to give a different turn to ſentiments, by confounding the 
Periods at which they had been brought forward. When the 
ſtrict neutrality obſerved by this country, with reſpect to 
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France, had been mentioned in his Majeſty's Speech, no in - 


jury had then been received from France. When the ſyſtem. 


altered, the ſame ſentiments could no longer apply. If a fo- 


reign country divided into two parties had diſcovered hoſtile. 


intentions with reſpect to a nation, it would ſurely be perfectly. 
fair to endeavour to oppoſe theſe parties to one another, ſo as 


to defeat the effects of this enmity: More eſpecially, if the 
continuance of a ſyſtem was the ground of that enmity, an 


interference to deſtroy that ſyſtem was particularly juſtifiable. - 


Such was the preciſe ſtate of the caſe between France and this 
country. Laſt year this interference had been avowed and. 
admitted as a ground of action, and its propriety could not 
ſurely now be denied. Since laſt year, a new ſcene had been 
opened, more eventful and extraordinary even than thoſe which 
had formerly been exhibited. However the horrors and 


crimes which had taken place in former periods of the Revo- 


lution might have exceeded all expectation, and tranſcended 
even the utmoſt ſtretch of imagination; they now appeared 
only to have paved the way for freſh horrors, and accumulated, 
crimes beyond whatever fancy could have feigned or fear con- 
ceived. Things had come to ſuch a criſis, that he had no 
difficulty to declare, that while that ſyſtem continued, peace 


was leſs deſirable to him than a war under any circumſtances + 


of diſaſter which he could poſſibly imagine. Not that he 
would contend that the mere abhorrence of crimes, that the - 
mere deteſtation of character, except directly bearing upon 


our own ſafety, could conſtitute any reaſons why we ſhould 


en in a war; but, in the preſent inſtance, the reaſoning 
of his noble Friend directly applied; that reaſoning had gone 
firſt, to ſhew the horror and enormity of the ſyſtem which 
now prevailed in France: Secondly, the danger of the ex» 


tenſion of that ſyſtem, if notdpeedily and effectually reſiſted: 


Thirdly, the meaſures which were employed for the purpoſe 
of extending that ſyſtem : Fourthly, the proſpects of ſucceſs, 
which we derive from the very nature of thoſe meaſures, in 
our attempts to cruſh the progreſs of that ſyſtem ;. And fifthly, 
that the ſucceſs of thoſe attempts depends upon the vigour of 
our warlike efforts; and that the circumſtances of the caſe 


vere ſuch, as entirely precluded all negotiation. The ſpeech 


of his noble Friend had been ſtyled declamatory, upon what 
principle he knew not, except that every effort of eloquence, 
powerfully exerted, was to be branded with the epithet of de- 


clamation. The propoſitions, which he had brought forward, 
had been urged, not in a vague and general way—they had been 


ſupported by ſtrong facts. The hiſtory of the rulers. of 


France had been taken from their own mouths, from records 
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be —WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS,” [Counoxs,” 
written under their inſpection, and decrees ſanctioned by their 


authority. From the nature of their government, there could 


be no dependance on the characters of whom it was com- 


poſed. The ſhifting of perſons took place like the ſhifting 


of ſcenes; but the principles and proceedings ſtill continued 


the ſame, or only were diſtinguiſhed in their progreſs by in- 


creaſed gradations of enormity, On the 21ſt of May, a ne- 


government, more dreadful in its character, and more fatal in 
its effects, had taken place this was the Revolutionary Go- 


vernment.— His noble Friend, the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
ſaid, began by ſtating, that one of the leading features of this go- 
vernment was the abolition of religion. It will ſcarcely be 
ſtated, that this ſtep could only affect opinions, or have no in- 


fluence upon the conduct of a nation. The extinction of 
religious ſentiment was only intended to pave the way for the 


introduction of freſh crimes, and entirely to break aſunder 


thoſe bands of ſociety which had been already looſened. It 
was intended only to familiarize the mind with guilt, and by 
removing the obſtacle of fear, to relieve it from the reſtraints 
of conſcience. Infidelity, as his noble Friend had remarked, 
was only meant to go hand in hand with inſurrection. A ſe- 
cond meaſure of this revolutionary government was the de- 


ſtruction of property, a precedent which tended not leſs to 
deſtroy all ideas of juſtice, than the former to extinguiſh all 


ſentiments of piety. Not leſs deteſtable was their conduct in 


their mode of inflicting puniſhments—a mode which took 
away from the accuſed all privilege of defence, and from their 


trials, even the appearance of legal forms. All theſe crimes, 


however, they contrived to convert into ſources of revenue. 


From the pillage of the churches—from the deſtruction of 
property—trom the confiſcation of the effects of thoſe who 


were condemned, they derived the means for conducting their 


military operations. They puſhed every reſource to its utmoſt 
extent, as for inſtance the unbounded circulation of Aſſignats, 
and the impoſition of a forced loan. What can be expected 
from a ſyſtem acting upon ſuch principles, and ſupported by 
fuch reſources? Reſources ſo deſperate afford in themſelves 
the moſt certain ſymptoms and indications of the approaching 
decay of that ſyſtem with which they are connected. If then 
ſuch be the ſyltem—if ſuch the means of its ſupport; and if 


France in conlequence has during theſe few months experien- 


ced a degree of diſtreſs, the greateſt perhaps ever known in any 
country, what proſpect can there be of either ſtability or per- 
manence to the preſent order of things? Can it be ſuppoſed 
to reſt on that ſomething approaching to inſtinct that ſpirit 
ef enthuſiaſm which has been ſo highly extolled by the Gen, 
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tlemen on the; other ſide ?? What can. we think of the pro- 
bability of the duration of a ſyſtem which has ſent as many 

ſuſpected perſong to priſon or the ſcaffold, as it has ſent recruits 
to the field? But it has been urged, that the French have diſ- 
tinguiſhed themſelves in the field, nor will it be denied, that, 
independently of any other circumſtance, the ſpirit of a peo- 
ple may make them brave in the moment of action. But 
their efforts are merely the effect of a ſyſtem, of reſtraint and 
oppreſſion, the moſt terrible and gigantic that has, perhaps, 
ever exiſted. They are compelled into the field by the terror 
of the guillotine they are ſupported there only by thoſe re- 
ſources which their deſperate ſituation affords; and in theſe 


circumſtances what can be the dependance on the ſteadineſs of 


their operations? On this ground, the more monſtrous and 


terrible the ſyſtem has become, the greater is the probability 


that it will be ſpeedily overthrown. From the nature of the 
mind of man, and the neceſſary progreſs of human affairs, it 
is impoſſible that ſuch a ſyſtem can be of long duration; and 
ſurely; no event can be looked for more deſirable than a de- 
ſtruction of that ſyſtem, which at preſent exiſts to the miſery 
* As to the queſtion of the Hon. Gentleman, whether I am 
never to make peace with the Jacobins? ſaid the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, it is extremely difficult to anſwer, and it 
would be neither prudent nor rational in me to give him any 
definitive reply in the preſent moment. It is a queſtion, the 
ſolution of -which muſt depend upon a combination of events. 
As circumſtances. may vary, a different line of conduct mult 
neceſlarily be. purſued ; nor would it be proper to bind up my 
diſcretion by pledging myſelf at preſent. to one ſet of meaſures. 
In the preſent circumſtances I have no heſitation to declare, 
that I would rather chooſe to perſevere in the war even amidit 
the worſt diſaſters, and ſhould deem ſuch a conduct much 
more ſafe and honourable, than to conclude a peace with the 


ruling powers in France, on their preſent ſyſtem. The queſ- 


tion of purſuing the war muſt, in every inſtance, depend upon 
the conyenience, with which it can be carried on to ourſelves, 
and of that you muſt be beſt qualified to judge. On this 
great and intereſting. crifis, I have no heſitation to ſtate, that 1 
ſhould think myſelf deficient in point of candour, if I did 
not moſt unequivocally declare, that the moment will never 
come, when I ſhall not think any alternative preferable to. that 
of a peace with France, upon the ſyſtem of its preſent rulers, 
The queſtion I do not now mean to argue at large, both from 
the very advanced hour, and from the full diſcuſſion whichfit 
has already received. I ſhall only touch on one or two 5 70 
22750 8 whic 
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the courſe of his argument. His motion is certainly couched 
in very general terms, and ſuch as might tale in every thing 
that I have contended for. It recommends to his Majeſty to con- 
clude a peace, whenever it can be done upon ſafe and advan- 
tageous terms, without any reference to the nature and form 


of government which may exiſt in France. I Hkewiſe am of 


opinion, that a ſafe and advantageous peace ought to be con- 


_ cluded, but that the ſecurity and benefits of that peace muſt 
depend upon the eſtabliſkment of a government eſſentially 


different from the preſent : But though the motions from the 
general terms in which it is expat 

no preciſe object, it is yet capable of doing much miſchief. 
It means and ſays, that this Houſe feels differently from the 
ſentiments expreſſed by his Majeſty. It holds out to our allies 


chat they are no longer to conſider us as eager in the Cauſe, or 


acting upon the principles in which we embarked along with 
themz while it muſt impart encouragement and confidence to 
our enemies. The Hon. Gentleman has faid, that a treaty 
with the French government would afford us as good a ſecu- 
rity for the continuance of peace as that which we derived 


from the treaty of Ryſwick or Utrecht. He then, in his ufval 


way, entered into a declamation againſt Kings, and faid that 


we might place equal dependance on the good faith of the pre- 


fent goyernment of France, as on that of the Court of Louis 


XIV. This Texpreſly deny; and I affirm, that had that King 


even ſueceeded in his ambitious projects to their full extent, 


what we ſhould then have fuffered might have been conſidered 


as a deliverance, nome e with what muſt be the conſequence 
of ſucceſs attending the preſent French ſyſtem. All the ſplen- 
dour of his court, all the abilities of his Generals and diſcipline 


of his armies, all the great exertions which he was enabled 


to make, proceeded from a high ſentiment of honour. The 
exertiſe of that power which he poffefled, however directed to 
the purpoſes of his ambition, was regulated by certain prin- 
Ciples, and limited within certain bounds. No ſuch prin- 
Ciptes actuate the conduct of the preſent French rulers. They 
have contrĩved to banifh all reſtraints, and with an ambition more 
Infatiable, they have at their diſpoſal means of deſtruction 
much more formidable than that monarch ever poſſeſſed in the 

nitude of his power. The Hon. Gentleman has inaccurately 


e 
| Bed, that I attach the ſame degree of importance to the 


reſtoration of monarchy in France as to the deſtruction of the 
preſent ſyſtem. | e (ET 
„This is by no means the caſe: I attach importance to the 


reſtoration of monarchy, from an opinion that in the 2 
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ſtate of France, ſome ſettled form ſhould take place in which 


the greater part of the people may be diſpoſed to concur. 


The ancient government I conſidered as the: beſt materials 
upon which they could work in introducing any change into 
the fabric of their conſtitution. Beſides, as I have thought 
it inchmbent, in any interference which I propoſed in the 
internal affairs of that country, to conſult chiefly: the happi- 


neſs of the people, monarchy appeared to me the ſyſtem moſt 


friendly to their true intereſts. In another reſpect, the Hon. 
Gentleman has miſrepreſented me, by ſtating the reſtitution 
of monarchy as an event which-muſt neceflarily be preceded 
by the conqueſt of France. I conſidered monarchy only as 
the ſtandard under which the people of France might be 


united, a government which my noble Friend has proved to 


be moſt agreeable to the wiſhes of two-thirds of the inhabit. 


ants : But it has been ſaid, that even the re-eſtabliſhment of 


royalty would afford us no additional ſecurity for the per- 
manence of peace, and that the French would ftill be equally 
formidable to this-country. It is however, ſurely, a wild and 
extravagant aſſertion, that the monarchy of France, ſtripped 
as it would then be of much of its power, and diminiſhed in 
its revenues, -ſhould be as formidable, as a ſyſtem which has 
proved itſelf to be more. dangerous than monarchy ever was 
in the plenitude of its power and the height of its greatneſs. 


But there is one part of the argument of my noble Friend to 
which I muſt particularly call your attention, and which, 
independently of every other conſideration, 2 even 


the poſſibility of our treating with France in the preſent mo- 
ment —a decree has been paſſed by the Convention, forbid- 


ding to treat with any enemy till they ſhall have evacuated - 


the territories of. the republic; and on the 11th of April it 
was again decreed, that thoſe perfons ſhould be puniſhed with 
death who ſhould propoſe to treat with auy power, which 
ſhould not have previouſly acknowledged the independence of 
the French nation, and the unity and indivifibility of the re- 
public, founded upon liberty and equality. Thus, by any 
propoſal to treat, we ſhould not only incur the * of 
the moſt abject humiliation, but abſolutely put ourſelves at 


their mercy, and become ſubject to the neceſſity of receiving 


any terms which they might be diſpofed to dictate. Are you 
then to withdraw your armies, to deprive yourſelf of the co 
operation of your allies, to forego all your acquiſitions, tg 
give up Conde, Queſnoi, Tobago, Fort Louis, all the facto- 
ries in the Eaſt Indies? | | | 5 

« Are you to abandon all theſe acquiſitions, the rewards of 


Four paſt labours, and the pledges of your future ſucceſs ? 
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Should you conſent to do all this, ſhould you even haſten to 
ſend an ambaſſador to treat with the Convention, you not 
only muſt acknowledge the unity and indivifibility of the 
French republic, but you muſt do fo in their way. You muſt 
acknowledge it as founded on liberty and equality. You muſt 


fubſcribe to the whole of their code, and by this act ſanction 
the depoſition of your Sovereign and the annihilation of your 


legiſlature. It may be ſaid, that they would not infiſt upon 


all this to its full extent; but of this I can have but little 
confidence, when I compare their paſt declarations and 'con- 
duct. To whatever pitch of extravagance: they may have 
reached in what they have ſaid, they have always outſtript it 
by what they have done. The abſurdity of their expreſſions 
has in every inſtance been ſurpaſſed by the outrages of their 
conduct; nor can we have any hopes of more moderation 
from any change of parties. In all revolutions that : have 
hitherto taken place, the firſt recommendation to favour has 
been hoſtility to England. The moſt violent have always 
predominated. The leadipg feature in their character at 
preſent is a ſpirit of military enterpriſe exerted, not for the 
purpoſes of ambition, but every-where ſpreading in its pro- 
greſs, terror and deſolation. We are called in the preſent 
2ge to witneſs the polilical and moral phenomena of a mighty 
and civilized people, formed into an artificial horde: of ban- 
ditti, throwing off all the reſtraints which have influenced 
men in ſocial life, diſplaying a ſavage 9 directed by a 
janguinary ſpirit, forming rapine and deſtruction into a ſyſtem, 
and perverting to their deteſtable purpoſes, all the talents and 
ingenuity which they derived from their advanced ſtage of 
civilization, all the refinements of art, and the diſcoveries of 
ſcience. In this ſtate, can there be any queſtion but to reſiſt, 
where reſiſtance alone can be effectual, till ſuch time as, by 
the bleſſing of Providence upon our endeavours, we ſhall have 
tecured the independence of this country, and the: general 
intereſts of Europe? It cannot be doubted, that there are 
many other points brought forward by the Honourable: Gen- 
tleman with reſpect to the conduct of the campaign, and the 
treatment of the neutral powers, which I am extremely anx- 
ious to meet, but into which the latenefs of the hour forbids 
me to enter. My own ſtrength, as well as the patience 
of the Houfe, is already exhauſted ; and I more willingly 
poſtpone them on the preſent occaſion, as they will, with 
more propriety, form future and ſeparate ſubjects of diſ- 
cuſſion.“ a | | 11-714 886% 
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| The Houſe divided on Mr. Fox's amendment, * 
OR Ayes 59 
Noes 448 


Majority 218, 


105 


The queſtion on the Addreſs, as originally moved, was 


then put and carried. 


Adjourned at Half an hour paſt five. 


Liſt "of 8 Iiir on Is 1 to the Addreſs in 
the Houſe of Commons, on the 21ſt of January: 


M. Lee Antonie, Eſq. 
Sir John Aubrey, Bart. 
Hon. Edward Bouverie, 
J. R. Burch, Eſq. 
George Byng, Eſq. 

J. B. Church, Eſq. 

'F * Coke, Eſq. 

E. Coke, Eſq. 

W. Colquhoun, Eſq. 
J. Courtenay, Eſq. - 

T. C. Creſpigny, Eſq. 
John Crewe, Eſg. 

Hon. Thomas Erſkine, 
Sir H. Fetherſtonhaugh, Bart. - 
Sir H. Fletcher, Bart. 

Sir H. R. Fitz patrick, 
Hon. Ed. Foley, 

Ralph Milbanke, Eſq. 

R. S. Milnes, Eſq. 

R. H. Charles James Fox, 
Philip Francis, Eſq. gh 
Fame Harcourt, Eſq. 


1 SF 
- p „ 
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ames Hare, Eſq. 
ilmer Honeywood, Ela. 
Henry Howard, Efq. 
David Howell, Efq. 
William Huſſey, Eſq. 
| Joſeph JetyD; Eſq. 
Sir William Lemon, Bart. 
Colonel Macleod, 
Hon. Major Maitland, 
Sir William Milner, Bart. 
Dudley North, Eſq. 
William Plumer, Eſq. 
W. Powlett, Efq. 
Sir M. W. Ridley, Bart. 
Lord William Ruſſell, | 
Vor. J. 
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Do. 


Great Marlow. 
Clitheroe. 
Northampton. 


Wendover. 


Norfolk. 
Derby. 


Bedford. 


£1 Tamworth. 
_ Sudbury. 
_ Cheſhire. 


Portſmouth. 


Cumberland. 
Taviſtock. 
Worceſterſhire. 
Durham County. 


Fork. 


Weſtminſter. 
Blechingly. 
Ilchefter. 
Knareſbrough. 


Kent. 
Arundel. 


St. Michael's. 


New Sarum. 


Calne. * 
Cornwall. 
Inverneſsſhire. 


Jedburgh, &c. 


Vork. 


Great Grimſby. 
Hertfordſhire, 
Totneſs. 
Newcaſtle, 
Surry. 


Thetford. 5 
Middleſex. 


Hon. 


| Hon. St. Andrew St. John, Bedfordſhire.” 
1 W. Cunlifie Shaw, Eſq. 3 Preſton. 
ſ: R. B. Sheridan, Eſq, - | Stafford, | 
1 William Smith, Eſq. — Camelford. 
1 Henry Speed, Eſq. 1 Huntingdon. 
4 Lord Robert Spencer, - Wareham. 
1 | Charles Sturt, Egg. „ Dan 
Colonel Tarketen, - Eiverpool. 
M. A. Taylor, Eſq, - Poole. 
a Thomas Thompion, Fiq. - ____ Eveſham. 
Lord John Townſhend 7 - Knareſborough. 
3 Sir Frederick Vane, Bart. Winchelſea. 
\ B. Vaughan, Eſq. - Calne, 
3 Robert V yner, Eg. 3 
| J. Walwyn, Efq: : - Hereford. 
"oh C. C. Weftern, Eſa, . Malden. 
„ John Wharton, Eſq. Beverley. 
* Samnel Whitbread, jun. Eſq. Bedford. 
i 1 Thomas Whitmore, Eſq: - ; a nh 
* Roger Wilbraham, Eſq. - bodmyn. 
i Sir Edward WI innington, Erin Droitwich. | 
. Earl Wycombe, Chipping . 
3 113 an 30 
i 33 
1 Adam, Eſq. Roſsſhire.- 
Charles , Ely. Northumberland. 
r | 
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with the ſubjects that called for and occaſioned the Debates, which 
a e in this publication reported, it is our intention regularly to in- 
ſert Copies of all SrATE PAPERS, TREATIES, and Conven- 
T10xs laid upon the Table of the Houſes of Parliament, and alſo 
Copies of ſuch PxoTEsTs as ſhall from time to time be erte 
on the Journals of the Houſe of Lords. ] | | 
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[ In-order to make our Work complete, and furniſh the Reader 


#. 4 


Tan. 1794] © - "TREATIES AND CONVENTIONS. 1063 


Auckentie Copies of the ſeveral Treaties and Canventions, laid 
upon tlie Table in the Houſe of Lords by Lord GRENVILLE, 
and in the Houſe of Commons by Mr. Secretary DUNDas. 


Convention between His Britannick Majeſty, and the Empreſs of 


Ruſſia. Signed at London, the 25th of March 1793. 


TPHEIR Majeſties che King of Great Britain and the Empreſs of 


all the Ruſſias, equally convinced of the importance and ad- 
vantage to the two: monarchies of the extenſion of the commerce 
which has luütherto ſubſiſted between their reſpective ſubjects, have 
acknowledged the neceſſity of immediately providing for this object 
by preliminary ſtipulations, till a definitive arrangement for a 
treaty of, commerce can be agreed upon between the two crowns. 
For this purpoſe, they have choſen and authoriſed, viz; His Bris 
tannick M1jeſty, the Moſt IIluſtrious and Moſt Excellent Lord 
William Wyndham, Baron Grenville af Wotton, one of his Ma- 
jeſty's Privy Council, and his Principal Secretary of State for. Fo- 
reign Affairs; and Her Majeſty the Empress of all the Ruſſias, the 


Molt Hlnſtrious and Moſt Excellent Lord, Count Simon Woronzow, 


Lieutenant General of the Armies of her ſaid Imperial Majeſty. 
her Envoy Extraordinary and Miniſter Plenipotentiary to His Bri- 
tannick Majeſty, and Knight of the Orders of St. Alexander New- 
ky, of the Military Order of St. George of the Third Claſs, 
and of St. Vlademir, Great Croſs. of the Firſt Claſs: Who, after 
communicating to each other their full powers, finding them to be 
in good and due form, have agreed upon the following Articles: 

ARTICILE I. The treaty of friendſhip, commerce, and navigation, 
concluded at St. Peterſburgh in the year 1766, between the two 
monarchies, ſhall reſume its force and activity, which ſhall con- 
tinue, in all the, clauſes and ſtipulations, during the ſpace of time 
hereafter fixed; and the two high contracting parties engage to 
employ themſelves, in the interval, in the arrangement of a new 
treaty, of commerce, for the purpoſe of ſecuring, in a permanent 
manner, whatever may tend to conſolidate and to extend the com- 
merce and the navigation of the Britiſh and Ruſſian ſubjects. In. 
conſequence whereof, His Britannick Majeſty, and Her Majeſty 
the Empreſs of all the Ruſſias, engage and promiſe reciprocally to- 
execute, obſerve, and accompliſn, in all pgints, the above-men- 
tioned.clauſes and ſtipulations of the treaty of commerce of the 
year 1766, as if they were inſerted hre word for word, and in the 
ſame manner 4n which they were executed, obſerved, and accom-- 
Fliſhed before the year 1787, being the date of the expiration of 
the ſazd Treaty; with exception only of thoſe alterations which 
are agreed upon by the preſent act, and which will be mentioned 
in the following Articles. ern = | f 

Arr, II. The college of commerce being no longer a court of 


juſtice, law-ſuits, and other affairs of Engliſh merchants eſta- 


bliſhed in Ruſſia, ſhall be judged and regulated by the tribunals 
eſtabliſhed for this purpoſe, in the ſame manner as is practiſed with 
regard to other nations who have treaties of commerce. In return 
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for which, the Ruſſian ſubjects eſtabliſhed in England ſhall,be under C 
the ſame juriſdiction of the ſame tribunals before, which the affairs 25 
af other nations are brought, who have treaties of commerce, with * 
—... ee F 
2 III. Her Imperial Majeſty of all the Ruſſias, in continu- dr 
ation of the encouragement which ſhe has uniformly granted, in me 
- her ſtates, ta the commerce and navigation of Britith ſubjects, en- rel 
| Sage that they ſhall enjoy, in her ports in the Black Sea, and the of 
ea of Azoph, all the advantages and diminutions of Cuſtom-houſe ori 
duties, which are ſpecified in the VIth Article of the edit preced- un 
ing the general tariff of the year 1782, aud which is of the fol- Br 
lowing tenor: e ee Ye EF: OS >. gr 
« Although this general tariff is to ſerve alſo for all our ports M. 
ſituated on the Black Sea, and the Sea of Azoph, we however di- M. 
miniſh in the ſaid ports, by one fourth part, the duties fixed in this Ru 
tariff, in order to encourage commerce for the utility of our ſub- op 
jects, and of the nations with which we ſhall ſtipulate reciprocal To} 
advantages in this reſpect, in compenſation for the privileges 2 
which thoſe nations ſhall grant to our commerce; excepting, to. 
however, from this diminution, the merchandize ſpecified by cel 
name in the preſent tariff, as liable to pay the ſame duties in the of 
ports of the Black Sea, as in the other Cuſtom-houſes' of our em- for 
pire, as alſo thoſe for which the preſent tariff fixes particular duties of 
in the ports of the Black Sea.“ 5 e e Co 
Ar. IV. The preſent arrangement of commerce, on which Ma 
Their Majeſties the King of Great Britain and the Empreſs of all ten 
the Rufſias are agreed, and by which they confirm the whole of the St. 
treaty of 1766, the alterations above agreed upon excepted, ſhall Th 
ſubſiſt and be obligatory during the ſpace of ſix years, this term W} 
being fully ſufficient m7, to a detinitive agreement pn all the por 
ſtipulations of a new treaty of commerce, calculated to perpetuate 7 
and to extend the advantages of their reſpective ſubjects. The frie 
high contracting parties engage, in conſequence of this act, to unit 
provide, in the moſt effectual manner, and according to the forms mu 
eſtabliſhed in. each of the two countries, for the entire execution of tog 
all that is ſtipulated, without the leaſt reſtriftion. | in t 
Akr. V. His Britannick Majeſty, and Her Imperial Majeſty at t 
of all the Ruſſias, engage to ratify the preſent ct; and the ratiſi- to e 
.catizons thereof ſhall be exchanged within the ſpace of three m onths, . -tecu 
or ſooner if it can be done, reckoning from the day of ſignature. 1 
In witneſs whereof, we the under-ſigned Plenipotentiaries of ſpec 
their Majeſties the King of Great Britain and the Empreſs of all the ther 
Ruſſias, have ſigned the preſent convention, and have cauſed it to whi 
be ſealed with our amd. „„ Miſc 
Done at London, the twenty-fifth day of March, one thouſand hav; 
ſeven hundred and ninety-thre. . ; have 
S8. Comte de WORONZOW, (L. 8.) Fay 
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Convention between His Britannick Majeſty and the Empreſs of + 
 _ Ruſſia, Signed at London, the 25th of March 1793. 
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THE perſons who have exerciſed the powers of government in 
France, after having plunged their own country.into the moſt 
dreadful miſeries, having adopted towards the other powers of Europe 
'meaſures equally unjuſt and offenſive, conducting themſelves in that 
_ reſpe& by principles incompatible with the ſecurity and tranquillity 
of all independent ſtates, and even with the exiſtence. of all ſocial 
order; and having actually rendered themſelves guilty of the moſt 
unjuſt and injurious aggreſſion, by laying an embargo on all the 
Britiſh and Ruſſian ſhips which were in the ports of France; an ag- 
greſſion followed by a declaration of war againſt his — 
Majeſty, and His Ally the republic of the United Provinces; their 
Majeſties the King ef Great Britain, and the Empreſs of all the 
Ruſſjias, have thought proper to concert together upon the means of 
opphling a ſufficient barrier to the dangers which threaten all Eu- 
rope, in conſequence of ſuch principles views, and conduct. 
4 Majeſties have therefore authoriſed their reſpective miniſters, 
to wit, the King of Great Britain, the moſt illuſtrious and moſt ex- 
cellent Lord William Wyndham, Baron Grenville of Wotton, one 
of His Majeſty's privy council, and his principal Secretary of State 
for the Department of Foreign Affairs; and her Majeſty the Empreſs 
of all the Ruſſias, the Moſt Illuſtrious and Moſt Excellent Lord, 
Count Simon de Woronzow, Lieutenant-General of Her Imperial 
Majeſty's Armies, her Envoy Extraordinary and Miniſter Plenipo- 
tentiary to the King of Great Britain, and Knight of the Orders of 
St. Alexander Newſky, of the Military Order of St. George of the 
Third Claſs, and of St. Vlademir, Grand Croſs of the Firſt Claſs: 
Who, after having communicated to each other their reſpective full 
powers, have agreed to the following articles 
' ARKT1CLET. Their Majeſties, in conformity to the ancient ties of 
friendſhip by which they and their auguſt predeceſſors have been 
united, and which they are deſirous of cultivating and extending as 
much as poſſible, will exert all their endeavours, and will concert 
together ultimately for aſſiſting and ſuccouring each other mutually, 
in the courſe of the preſent war, in order to procure for themſelves, 
at the peace, that ſatisfaction and ſecurity which they have a right 
to expect, and to guaranty for the future the public tranquillity and 
ſecurity of Europe. . N 
Ax. II. For this end, their Majeſties engage to employ their re- 
ſpective forces, as far as the circumſtances in which they may find 
themſelves ſhall permit, in carrying on the juſt and neceſlary war in 
which they are engaged againſt France: and they ri eg, =o: 
miſe not to lay down their arms but by common conſent, without 
having qbtained reſtitution of all the conqueſts which France may 
have made, upon either of their ſaid Majeſſ ies, or upon ſuch other of 
the powers, friends or allies of their ſaid Majeftzes, to whom they ſhall \, 
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judge proper to extend this gyaranty, by common conſent. 
Ax r. III. Their ſaid Majeſties reciprocally engage to ſhut all their 1 
ports againſt French ſhips; not to permit the exportation, in any 7 
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caſe, from their ſaid ports for France, of any military or naval 
ſtores, or corn, grain, ſalt meat, or other proviſions; and to take all 


other meaſures in their power for injuring the commerce of France, 


and for bringing her, by ſuch means, to juſt conditions of peace. 
Arr. IV. Their Majeſties engage to unite all their efforts to pre- 
vent other powers, notimplicited in this war, from giving, bn this 
occaſion of commun concern to every civilized ſtate, any protection 
whatever, directly or indirectly, in conſequence of their neutrality; 
to the commerce or property of the French, on the fea, or in the 
ports of France. F ; 
Ax r. V. Their Majeſties, deſiring mutually and ardently to con- 
frm and conſolidate, as much as poſſible, the friendſhip and union 
now ſubſiſting between them, and to protect and extend the commerce 
between their reſpective ſubjects, will authoriſe their miniſters to 
proceed, without delay, to the formation of a definitive arrange- 
ment for a treaty of alliance and commerce. In the mean time, and 
until that happy work can be effected, they have agreed to renew, 
proviſionally, the treaty of 1766, by a preliminary agreement of 
the ſame date with this convention, and exchanged in ike manner 
between the above-mentioned miniſters. | ns 
Aer. VI. His Britannick Maj oſty and Her Imperial Majeſty of 
all the Ruſſias, engage to ratify the preſent convention; and the rati- 
fications thereof ſhall be exchanged in the ſpace of three months, or 
ſooner, if it can be done, to becomputed from the day of the ſignature! 


a E 


In witneſs whereof, we the underſigned Plenipotentiaries of their 


Majetizes the King of Great Britain and the Empreſs of all the Ruſſias, 
have ſigned the preſent convention, and have cauſed the ſeals of our 
arms to be affixed thereto. : „„ > 
Done at Londen, this twenty-fifth of March, in the year one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety-three. | e 


S. Comte WORONZOw. (L. 8.) 


Treaty between His Brizannick Majeſty and the Landgrave of 


Heſſe Caſſel. Signed at Caſtel, the 10th of April 1793. 

E it known to thoſe whom it may concern, that His Majeſty the 
King of Great Britain, and His Serene Highnefs the Landgrave 

of Heſſe Caſſel, in confideration of the ſtrict ties which unite the 
zutereſt of their reſpective houſes, and having judged that, in the pre- 
ent fituation of affairs, it would contribute ro the reciprocal welfare 
of Great Britain and of Heſſe, to cement and ſtrengthen, by a new 
creaty of alliance, the connection which ſubſiſts between them; His 
Britannick Majeſty, in order to regulate the objects relative to this 
alliance, has thought proper to ſend to Caſſel the Right Honourable 
Thomas Earl of Elgin, and of Kinkardine, Baron Bruce of Kinroſs, 
Nis Mitäſter Plempotentiary ; and His Serene Highneſs has nom1- 
nated, on his part, for the ſame purpoſe, the'Baron Maurice Fre- 
derick, of Munch: uſen, his actual Minifter of State, Privy Counſellor 
and Knight of the Order of the Golden Lion, and his Director o 
rhe College and Treaſury of War, and John Francis Kunckel, Privy 
Counſellor of War: Who, being furniſhed with the neceſſary full 
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powers, have agreed to take for baſis of the preſent Treaty, the Trea- 
ties which were formerly concluded between Great Britain and Heſſe, 


to adopt ſuch parts of them as may be applicable to the preſent cir- 


cumſtances, or to ſettie by new articles thoſe points, which it may be 


neceſſary to regulate otherwiſe, Every thing, which ſhatl not _ 


wiſe be ſettled, ſhall be deemed ſubſiſting in full force, in the manne 
expreſſed in the above-mentioned Treaties; and, as it is not poſſible 
to ſpecify each particular caſe, every thing wh ch ſhall not appear to 
be determined in a preciſe manner, exther in the preſent Treaty, or in 
the former Treaties, ſhall be ſettled with equity and good faith, in 
conformity to the ſame principles, Which it is agreed on both ſides to 
adopt, for the regulation of ſuch caſes, whether during the courſe of 
the war, or after its concluſion. | | e rk 
Ax r. I. There ſhall be therefore, in virtue of this Treaty, between 
His Majeſty the King of Great Britain, and His Serene Highneſs the 
Landgrave of Heſſe Castel, their ſucceſſors and heirs, a ſtrit friend - 
ſhip, and a fincere, firm, and conſtant union, ſo that the one ſhall con- 
ſider the intereſts of the other as his own, and ſhall ſtrive to promete 
them with good faith, as much as poſſible, and mutually to prevent 
and remove all diſturbance and injury. 
An r. II. With this view, it is agreed, that all the former Treaties, 


eſpecially thoſe of guaranty,. ſhall. be deemed to be renewed and con- 


firmed by the preſent Treaty, in all their points, articles, and clauſes, 
and ſhall have the ſame force, as if they were herein inſerted word 
for word, in as much as the ſame is not derogated from by the pre- 
ſent” Treaty. | ts 5 

Ax r. III. His Majeſty the King of Great Britain, defiring to ſecure 
for his ſervice in Europe a body ef the troops of the Serene Land- 
grave, and His Serene Highneſs, wiſhing for nothing more than to 
give His Majeſty real proofs of his ſtrong attachment for nim, en- 


gage. by virtue of this article, to Keep in readineſs for this purpoſe, 


uring the ſpace of three ſuceeſſive years, reckoning from the day of 
the ſignature of the preſent Treaty, a body ot eight thouſard men, as 


well infantry as cavalry, or chaſſeurs, including offieers. This corps 


ſhall be completely equipped, furniſhed with tents, and all neceſſary 


equipagez in a word, ſhall be put upon the beit poſlible footing ; and 
nobody ſhall be admitted into it but men capable of ſerving, acknow- 
ledged as ſuch by the commiſſary of His Britannick Majeſty. This 
corps 1} all march in two diviſions: The firſt, canſiſting of four thou- 
ſand men, ſhall be compoſed of a corps of infantry with the artillery 
men, and of a regiment of cavalry. Formerly the ſignature of Trea- 
ties preceded for tome time the period of the requiſition for the march 
of the troops; but as, in the preſent circumſtances, there is no time 
to be loſt, the day of the fignature of the/prefent Treaty is deemed 
to be alſo the period of the requiſition, dad tae firit diviſion of four 
thouſand men ſhall be in readinebs to pals in review before the com- 
miſſary of His Britannick Majeſty on the elghth of next month, and 
to 7 the march che following day for the place of its deſtination. 
The ſecond diviſion, conſiſting alſo of four thouſand men, and com- 
poſed of a corps of infantry, of a battalion of chaſſeurs, and of two 
regiments of cavalry, ſhall be in readineſs to pals in review the g th 
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of june, and ſhall be ready to march in eight weeks from the day 


of the concluſion of the preſent Treaty, or even ſooner if it is po 

fible. Theſe troops ſhall not be ſeparated, unleſs the cauſe of war 
mould require it, but ſhall continue under the orders of their Heſſian 
Chief, under the command, however, of the General to whom His 


Britannick Majeſty ſhall entruſt that of his whole army: And the ſe- 


cond diviſion ſhall only be conducted to thoſe places where the firſt 
ſhall be, unleſs it ſhould be contrary to the plan of operations. _ 
Ak r. IV. Each battalion of infantry of this corps of troops ſhall 


be provided with two field-pieces, and the officers, cannoneers, and 
other men and equipage attached to them, 


Arr. V. In order to defray the expences to which the Serene 
Landgrave ſhall be put, by equipping the above-mentioned cdrps of 
eight thouſand men, His Majeſty the King of Great Britain promiſes 


to pay to His Serene Highneis, for each horſeman or dragoon, pro- 
perly armed and mounted, 80 crowns Banco, and for each foot ſol- 


dier 30 crowns Banco. This levy-maney for the firſt diviſion ſhall 
be paid fifteen days after the ſignature of the preſent Treaty. With 


regard to the levy-money for the ſecond diviſion, one half thereof 


{hall be paid on the ap ome of next month, and the other half on 
the day on which the ſecond diviſion ſhall begin its march. The 
levy-money ſhall be paid for the ſame deſcription of perſons for 
whom it was given in the former alliances. 

ArxT. VI. Beſides what is ſtipulated in the preceding article, 
His Majeſty the King of Great Britain engages to cauſe to be paid 
annually, during the three years that this Treaty ſhall laſt, a ſub- 
fidy and an half, fixing the ſum according to the cuſtom eſtabliſhed 
for the ſubſidies in the former Treaties. This ſubſidy ſhall com- 
mence from the day of the ſignature of this Treaty, and it ſhall be 
paid at the rateof twohundred and twenty-five den Len Fas Banco 

er annum, the crown heing reckoned at fifty- three ſols of Holland, 


or at four ſhillings and nine-pence three farthings Engliſh money. 


When the ſaid troops ſhall be ſent back by his Britannick Ma- 
jeſty, from the day of their return into the territories of his Serene 
Highneſs, till the expiration of the treaty, the ſubſidy ſhall be 
continued upon the ſame footing of 225,0c0 crowns Banco per 
annum. The payment of this ſubſidy ſhall be regularly paid with- 
out any deduction, and quarterly, in the town of Caliel, into the 
military treaſury of the Serene Landgrave, authoriſed to receive it; 


and in caſe that on either ſide it ſhould be judged expedient that 


the numberof the corps of troops ſhould exceed eight thouſand, the 
ſubſidy ſhall be prpportionably augmented, unleſs it ſhall be other- 
wiſe agreed upon. His Majeſty ſhall continue equally to this corps 
the pay and other emoluments during the remainder of the month 
in which it ſhall repaſs the frontiers of Heſſe, and arrive in the ter- 


ritories of his Serene Highneſs, that is to ſay Heſſe, properly ſa 


called. 

Ak r. VII. With regard to what relates to the pay and allowance, 
both ordinary and extraordinary, of the faid troops, during the 
time that they ſhall be actually in the pay of Great Britain; it is 

WOODFALL's PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. ] agreed 
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agreed, that, as long as they ſhall ſerve in the empire, they ſhall 
enjoy the ſame advantages and emoluments which his Majeſty grants 
to his German troops, according to the effective eftabliſhment of 
the ſaid corps of troops at the time of their being delivered, which 
ſhall be verified by a liſt Agnes by the reſpective miniſters of the 
high contracting parties, Which ſhall have the ſame force as if it 


were inſerted word for word in the preſent treaty. During the 


time that they ſhall be employed in the Low Countries, they ſhall 
be treated in the above mentioned reſpect, upon the footing of 
Dutch troops; it being underſtood that in both caſes, that is to ſay, 


in that of the German pay, as well as that of the Dutch, the allow- 


ances ſhall not be inferior to what was granted in former wars; and 
1: the nature of the war ſhould require har thoſe troops ſhould ſerve 
in different countries upon the continent of Europe from thoſe 
above mentioned; they ſhall, in that caſe, be put, in every reſpect, 
on the ſame footing with the moſt favoured of His Majeſty's auxi- 
liary troops. E 

If it ſhall happen that they ſhould be employed in Great Britain, 
or in Ireland, as ſoon as the notification, in ſuch caſe, ſhall be made 
to the Serene Landgrave, they ſhall be put on the ſame footing, in 
every reſpect, as the national Britiſh troops. 

All theſe allowances for thoſe troops ſhall be paid into the military 
_ treaſury of His Serene Highneſs, without any abatement or diminu- 
tion, in order to be diſtributed, | | 
Ax. VIII. If it ſhould unfortunately happen that ſome regi- 
ments or companies of the corps above mentioned, ſhould, by any 
accidents, be wholly or partially ruined or deſtroyed, or that the 
pieces of artillery or other effects, with which it may be provided, 
ſhould be taken by the enemy, His Majeſty the King of Great Bri- 
tain will pay the expences of the neceſſary recruits and remounting, 
as alſo the value of the ſaid field artillery and effects; in order 
ſpeedily to reſtore the artillery, regiments or companies to their 
former ſtate: And thoſe recruits ſhall likewiſe be put upon the ſame 
footing as thoſe which were furniſhed to the Heſſian officers, in 
virtue of the fifth article of the treaty of 1702, in order that the 
corps may be always preſerved and ſent back hereafter in as good a 
ſtate as that in which it was delivered; and the recruits annually ne- 
ceſſary ſhall be delivered to the Engliſh commiſſary, diſciplined and 
completely equipped, at the place of their deſtination, at the time 
which his Britannick Majeſty ſhall appoint. 

AR r. IX. It will depend upon his Britannick Majeſty to retain 
this corps of troops in his ſervice all the time of the duration of this 
Treaty, to make uſe of 'them in any part of Europe where he may 
have o-cafion for them, provided it be not on board the fleet, from 
the time of its quitting the territories of the Serene Landgrave; and 
when His Majeſty the King of Great Britain ſhall think proper to 
ſend back the ſaid troops, he ſhall give three months previous notice 
to His Serene Highneſs, and ſhall make him an allowance of a 
month's pay for their return, furniſhing them alſo with the neceſſary 
means of tranſport gratis. | 

Vor. I. | ART. 
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ART. X. His Britannick Majeſty promiſes to attend, as much as; 


poſſible, to the ſafety of the dominions and poſſeſſions of His Serene. 


Highneſs, and to direct the military operations, as much as circum- 
ſtances may permit, in ſuch a manner that the country of His Serene 
Highneſs may be covered and ſpared as much as poſſible. If, how- 
ever, notwithſtanding the precautions which ſhall be taken with that, 
view, the country of his Serene Highneſs ſhould be invaded by the 
enemy, on account of his alliance, and the preſent Treaty, His Bri- 
tannick Majeſty ſhall endeavour to procure to the country of His. 
Highneſs the Landgrave, an indemnification proportionable to the 
loſs occaſioned thereby, according to what has been formerly done 
on {milar occaſions. | 

Arr. XI. The ſick of the Heſſian corps ſhall remain under the 
care of their own phyſicians, ſurgeons, and other perſons appointed 
for that purpoſe, under the command of the General commanding 


corps of thoſe troops, and every thing ſhall be granted to them 


which is granted to His Majeſty's own troops. 

Ar. XII. All Heſſian deſerters ſhall be faithfully reſtored, as 
often as they thall be diſcovered in places dependent upon His Bri- 
tannick Majeſty, | 


An r. XIII. In conſideration that the article of recruiting be- 


comes daily more expenſive in Germany, on account of the nu- 
merous armies Which are there kept on foot, and that the vacant 
pay is regarded as the principal fund to defray that expence, it is 
agreed, that, at the review to be made in the ſpring, at the begin- 
ning of the campaign, by che commiſſary of His Britannick Mateſty, 
the corps ought to be complete, or the pay of thoſe wanting to 


complete ſhall be retained ; on the other hand, the pay of thoſe 


who. may be wanting from one ſpring review to. the next ſhall not be 
retained, but ſhall be allowed without abatement, as if they were 


complete; and, inſtead of what was formerly paid for recruiting, 


in the room of one killed or three wounded, it is agreed, that, 
without diſtinction, each man furniſhed ſhall be ſupplied at the rate 
of twelve crowns Banco a head, under the expreſs condition, how- 
ever, that what is here agreed on ſhall only regard the recruiting, 
which is the object in this article. | | | 

ART. XIV. All the expences of tranſport for the troops, as 
well for the men as for their effects, ſhall be defrayed by his Bri- 
tainnick Majeſty. | 3 

AR r. XV. The ſituation of affairs having entirely changed its 
aſpect ſince the commencement of this negotiation, it is ſtipulated, 


that i? His Britannick Majeſty ſhould' find that he has not, in the 


preſent moment, occaſion for the above- mentioned corps of troops, 
and that his Majeſty ſhould countermand their march before the 
term fixed for the review of the firſt diviſion : in that caſe His Ma- 
jeſty ſhall be bound to pay to His Serene Highneſs the levy money 
for the whole corps of 8,coo men, and a double ſubſidy, for one 

ear only; that is to ſay, zoo, co crowns Banco, which ſhall be 
inſlead of the different ſtipulations contained in the above 5 775 
1 g articles. 
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articles, The payment of the levy money ſhall, in ſuch caſe, be 
made on the Sth of the next month, and that of the ſubſidy in 
quarterly payments, in one year, reckoning from the date of the 
ſignature of the preſent Treaty. But it is expreſsly agreed, that, 
in the mean time, this article ſhall in no degree ſuſpend either the 
Labor ogas or the payment, which it has been agreed on each ſide 
to make. 
Ar. XVI. This Treaty ſhall be ratified by the high contract- 
ing parties, and the ratifications thereof ſhall be exchanged as ſoon 
as poſſible. In witneſs whereof we, the underſigned, authoriſed by 
the full power of His Majeſty the King of Great Britain, on one fide, 
and of his Serene Highneſs the reigning Landgrave of Heſſe Caſſel, 
on the other, have ſigned the preſent Treaty, and have thereto put 

the ſeals of our arms. Done at Caſſel, the roth of April, 1793. 

| | 5 n ELGIN (L. S.) 


Convention between bis Britannick Majeſty and the Landgrave of 


Heſſe Caſſel. Signed at Maykammer, the 23d Day of Auguſt, 1793. 


IS Majeſty the King of Great Britain, and his Serene High- 
H neſs the Landgrave of Heſſe Caſſel, having judged it mutu- 
ally advantageous to ſtrengthen and conſolidate the ancient bonds of 
friend ſhip, which ſo happily unite the two ſovereigns, by a treaty 
of ſubſidy,” concluded at Caſſel the 1oth day of the month of April, 
1793 ; and His Britannick Majeſty having thought fit, in the pre- 
ſent ſituation of affairs, further to augment the corps of troops em- 
. ployed againſt the common enemy, has charged, on his part, the 
Earl of Yarmouth, one of His Majeſty's Moſt Honourable Priv 
Council, to negociate and conclude, with Baron Frederick Segil. 
nond Waitz de Eſchen, Preſident of the College of Trade, and 
Privy Councillor, and with the Director of the Treaſury of War, 
John Francis Kunckell, Privy Councillor of War, in the name and 
on the part of his Serene Highneſs the Landgrave of Heſſe Caffel, 
an additional article to the treaty of ſubſidy, concluded the 10th of 
the month of April, 1793: which Miniſters Plenipotentiary, after 
having communicated to each other their reſpective full powers, 
have agreed as follows. | 
 _AvpiTional ART1CLE. His Serene Highneſs the Landgrave 
of Heſſe Caſlel, in order to give to his His Britannick Mzjeſty a 
new proof of his eagerneſs to comply with bis deſires, engages to 
Furniſh, in the ſpace of three weeks, at the diſpoſal of Great Britain, 
a new corps of his troops of four thouſand men, viz. one regiment of 
dragoons, one regiment of grenadiers, and two regiments of infan. 
try: which corps of troops, whether for the duration of the engage. 
ment, or the ſubſidy, or pay, is ceded to His Britannick Majeſt 
by His Serene Highneſs abſolutely upon the ſame conditions which 
have been ſtipulated for the —_ of eight thouſand Heſſians, which 
2 | 


— F 
- SS” 


3 


— — — 
n 
n 


ola 


— 


„ — — — — — 
NN 


1 J b4/n, % 
Cty * —4 * — N 
Pa 3 S 2 
S 2, OR n 
77 * * 


Fn. x. . ep? : . 
—__— — — err tn. rer 


MT at 
"A s . 
Tae 


y ; 
5 
re 
— - fl 4 
P 


116 STATE PAPERS. 


are already in the ſervice and pay of Great Britain, in virtue of the 
treaty of ſubſidy of the 10th of April, 1793. This article being 
only to be conſidered as an extenſion of the A of the treaty 


of ſubſidy above mentioned, is to be regarde 
of it, and as if it was thererein inſerted word for word. 


The ratifications of this additional article to the treaty of ſubſidy, | 
iven by the two contracting ſovereigns in good and due form, ſhall 


e exchanged at Manheim, by their reſpective miniſters, in the 
ſpace of three weeks, computing from the day of the ſignature, or 
ſooner, if it can be done. | 


In witneſs whereof we Plenipotentiaries, furniſhed with full powers 


from His Britannick Majeſty, and from His Serene Highneſs 
the Landgrave of Heſſe Calſſel, have ſigned the preſent addi. 
tional article, and have thereunto ſet the ſeals of our arms. 
Done at Maykammer, near Edinghoſen, the head quarters of His 
Majeſty the King of Pruſſia, the 23d of the month of Auguſt, 
in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety-three. 
YARMOUTH. (L. S.) 
FRED ERIe SIGISMOND B. WAIT Z D*ESCHEN. (L. S.) 
JEAN FRANCOIS KUNCKELL. | (L. 8.) 


Treaty between His Britannick Majeſty and the King of Sardinia, 
| Signed at London, the 25th of April, 1793. 


1 Majeſties the King of Great Britain and the King of 


| Sardinia, finding themſelves engaged in a war againſt France, 
in conſequence of the moſt injurious acts of violence and aggreſſion 
which they have reſpectively experienced from that country, their 
above mentioned Majeſties have agreed to make a common cauſe in 
this war, and to concert to together on the means of providing for 


their mutual defence and ſafety, as well as for the general intereſts | 


of Europe. 


Their above mentioned Majeſties, in conſequence, have named 


and conſtituted for this purpoſe, to wit, his Britannick Majeſty, the 
Moſt Illuſtrious and Moſt Excellent Lord William Wyndham, —— 
Grenville of Wotton, Privy Counſellor of His before named Ma- 
jeſty, and His Principal Secretary of State for the Foreign Depart- 
ment; and His Sardinian Majeſty, the Moft Illuſtrious and Moſt 
Excellent Lord Philip de St, Martin, Count de Front, Gentleman 
of the Chamber to his ſaid Majeſty, Colonel of Cavalry and Dra- 
goons, and His Envoy Extraordinary to. His Britannick Majeſty ; 
who, after having duly communicated their reſpective full powers, 
have agreed upon the following articles ; 

| ArxTicLe I. His Sardinian Majeſty engages to keep on foot, 
during the whole courſe of the preſent war, an army of fifty thouſand 
men, to be employed for the defence of his dominions, as well as to 


act againſt the common enemy: His Britannick Majeſty engaging, 
| pa 88 8 


as if it made a part 
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on his fide, to ſend into the Mediterranean a reſpectable fleet of 
ſhips of war, to be employed, accordingly as circumſtances ſhall. 
permit, againſt the naval forces which the enemy may have in that 
part of the world, Their before named Majeſties will ultimately 
concert as to the deſtination and employment of their reſpective 
forces above mentioned. | 85 | 

Ar. II. His Britannick Majeſty engages to furniſh to His 
Sardinian Majeſty, during the whole courſe of the war, a ſubſidy 
of two hundred thouſand pounds fterling per annum, to be reck- 
oned from the day of the ſignature of the preſent Treaty ; which 
ſubſidy ſhall be ald to him unctually every three months in ad- 
vance, to be reckoned from the above day. | 
Ar. III. His Britannick Majeſty engages not to conclude a 
peace with the enemy, without comprehending in it the entire re- 


ſtitution, to His Sardinian Majeſty, of all the parts of his domi- 


nions which belonged to him at the commencement of the war, 
and of which the aforeſaid enemy has obtained poſſeflion, or of 

which it may hereafter obtain poſſeſſion during the courſe of hoſti- 
lities. In return, His Sardinian Majeſty N firmly and 
inſeparably united and attached to the common cauſe, and to the 
intereſts of His Britannick Majeſty in this war, not only for ſo long 
time as the war may laſt in Italy, or in the ſouthern parts of 


Europe, but until the concluſion of peace between Great Britain 


and France. | | 
Ax r. IV. If one or other of the two high contracting parties 
ſhall happen to be attacked, moleſted or diſturbed in any of his 


eſtates, rights, poſſeſſions or intereſts, at any time, or in what- 


ever manner it may be, by ſea or by land, in conſequence or in 
reſentment of the articles or ſtipulations contained in the preſent 
treaty, or of the meaſures to to be taken by the ſaid contracting 
parties, by virtue of this treaty, the other contracting party en- 
gages to ſuccour him, and to make common cauſe with him, in the 
manner which is ſtipulated by the above articles. | 


ArT. V. The preſent treaty ſhall be ratified by both parties, 


and the exchange of the ratifications ſhall take place in the ſpace 
of two months, or ſooner if poſſible. | 

In faith of which we the under-figned, Miniſters Plenipoten- 

tiary of their Majeſties the King of Great Britain and the King of 

Sardinia, have ſigned this preſent treaty, and have cauſed to be 
affixed thereto the ſeal of our arms, | ; 

None at London, this twenty-fifth day of April, one thoyſand 
ſeyen hundred and ninety-three. 8 5 | 
hc: GRENVILLE. (L. S.) | 

ST. MARTIN DE FROST, (L. S.) 
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Treaty between His Britannic Majeſty and the King of Spain, 


Signed at Aranjuez, the 25th of May, 1793. 


T Britannick and Catholic Majeſties having reſolved, on 
conſideration of the preſent circumſtances of Efrope, to ſub- 
ſtantiate their mutual confidence, friendſhip, and good correſpond- 


ence, by means of a proviſional convention, in the interim of 


their entirely completing the ſolid ſyſtem of alliance and commerce, 
which they are ſo defirous of eſtabliſhing between themſelves and 
their reſpective ſubjects, have named and authorized for that pur- 
poſe, viz. on the part of His Britannick Majeſty, the Moſt Illuſ- 
trious and Moſt Excellent Lord Alleyne, Baron St. Helens, 
Member of His ſaid Majeſty's Privy Council, and his Ambaſſador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to His Catholic Majeſty ; and 
on the part of His Catholic Majeſty, the Moſt Illuſtrious and Moſt 
Excellent Lord Don Manuel de Godoy and Alvarez, de Faria, 
Rios, Sanchez, Zarroſa, Duke de la Alcudia, Grandee of Spain 
'of the firſt claſs, Perpetual Regidor of the City of Santiago, 
Knight of the Illuſtrious Order of the Golden Fleece, and of the 
Royal and Diſtinguiſhed Spaniſh Order of Charles III. Com- 
mander of Valencia del Ventoſo, in that of Santiago, Counſellor 
of State, Firſt Secretary of State and Deſpacho, Secretary to the 
Queen, Superintendant General of the Ports and High Ways, 
Gentleman of the King's Chamber in Employment, Captain Ge- 
neral of His Armies, Inſpector and Major of the Royal Corps 


of Body Guards: Who, after having communicated to each other 


their tull powers in due form, have agreed upon the following 


articles, 
ARTICIE I. The Two Moſt Serene Kings will employ their 
utmoſt attention, and all the means which are in their power, to 


re-eſtabliſh the public tranquility, and to maintain their common 
intereſts; and they promiſe and engage to act in perfect concert, 


and in the moſt intimate confidence, for the accompliſhment of 
thoſe ſalutary ends. | 

ART, II, Their ſaid Majeſties, having perceived juſt grounds 
of jealouſy and of uneaſineſs for the ſafety of their reſpective domi- 
nions, and for the maintenance of the general ſyſtem of Europe, 
in the meaſures which have been for ſome time paſt adopted in 
France, they had already agreed to eſtabliſh between tem an inti- 


mate and entire concert upon the means of oppoſing a ſufficient 


barrier to thoſe dangerous views of aggreſſion and aggrandize- 
ment; and France having declared an unjuſt and aggreſſive war, 

as well againſt His Britannick Majeſty as againſt his Catholic Ma- 

jeſty, Their ſaid Majeſties engage to make common cauſe in the 
ſaid war. The ſaid high contracting parties will mutually concert 
1 | 7 together 
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together every thing that may be relative to the ſuccours to be af- 
forded by the one to the other, as alſo to the employment of their 
forces, for their reſpective ſafety and defence, and for the good of 
the common. cauſe, | T7 

AR r. III. In conſequence of what is ſtipulated in the preced- 
ing article, and in order that the Britiſh and Spaniſh veſſels may 
be mutually prote&ed and ſuccoured during the preſent war, as 
well in their navigation as in the ports of the two high contracting 
parties, Their Britannick and Catholic Majeſties have agreed, 
and agree, that their ſquadrons and ſhips of war ſhall convoy, 
without diſtinction, the trading veſſels of the two nations in the 
ſame manner that each convoys its own, as far as circumſtances 
may permit; and that both their ſhips of war and trading veſſels 
ſhall be admitted into their reſpective ports and protected, and 
ſhall be furniſhed with the ſuccours of which they may ſtand. in 
need, at the current prices. Us | | 
Ar. IV. Their ſaid Majeſties engage reciprocally to ſhut 
their ports againſt French veſſels ; not to permit that there ſhall in 
any caſe be exported from their ports for France either warlike or 
naval ſtores, or wheat or other grains, ſalted meat or other pro- 
viſions ; and to take every other meaſure in their power to diſtreſs 
the trade of France, and reduce her by that means to juſt condi- 
tions of peace. | ; 2 

Ax r. V. Their ſaid Majeſties alſo engage, the preſent war 
being generally intereſting to every civilized ſtate, to unite all 
their efforts in order to prevent thoſe powers, which do not take 
part in the-ſaid war, from affording, in conſequence.of their neu- 
trality, any protection, direct or indirect, on the ſeas or in 
the ports of France, to the commerce and property of the French. 

Ak r. VI. Their Britannick and Catholic Majeſties promiſe 
reciprocally not to lay down their arms (unleſs it ſnould be by 
common agreement) without having obtained the reflitution of all 
the dominions, territories, cities or places, which may have 
belonged to either of them before the commencement of the war, 
and of which the enemy may have taken poſſeſſion during the 
courſe of Hoſtilities. b 
Ar. VII. If either of the two high contracting parties 
ſhould be attacked, moleſted or diturbed in any of his do- 
minions, rights, poſſeſſions, or intereſts, at whatever time or 
in whatever manner it might be, by ſea or by land, in con- 
fequence and in hatred of the articles or ftipulations con- 
tained in the preſent treaty, or of the meaſures to be taken 
by the ſaid high contracting parties in virtue of this treaty, 
the other contracting party engages. to ſuccour and to make 
common cauſe with him, in the manner ſtipulated in the fore- 
going articles. | * 

Au r. VIII. The preſent treaty ſhall be ratified by both 
parties, and the exchange of the ratifications ſhall be made 
inghe ſpace of fix weeks, or ſooner if it can be done. 
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In witneſs whereof we, the Plenipotentiaries of Their Bri- 


tannick and Catholic Majeſties, have ſigned in their name 
and in virtue of our reſpective full powers, the preſent 
treaty, and have ſealed it wich the ſeals of our arms. g 


Done at Aranjuez, the twenty- fifth of May, one thouſand | 


__ ſeven hundred and ninety-three. | 
ST. HELENS. (L. 8.) „ 
EL DUQUE DE LA ALCUDIA. (L. S.) 


—_—— 


Convention between His Britannick Majeſty and His Sicilian 
Majeſty. Signed at Naples, the 12th of July 1793. 


E Bri:annick and Sicilian Majeſties being convinced of 


the danger, which threatens Europe, in conſequence of the 
conduct of thoſe who now exerciſe the powers of | qr in 
France, of the views which they have manifeſted, and of the 


principles which they ſtrive to propagate in all parts; and the 


{aid perſons have actually declared againſt His Britannick Majeſty, 
as well as againſt ſeveral other powers, an unjuſt and unpro- 
voked war; Their ſaid Majeſties have judged proper to concert 
together upon the means of oppoling a barrier to the dangers 
above mentioned, and to provide for the future ſecurity and 


tranquility of their dominions, as well as for the general intereſts 


of Europe. | f | 
Their Majeſties having therefore authorized their reſpective 
Plenipotentiaries, to wit, His Britannick Majeſty, the moſt Illuſ- 


trious and Moſt Excellent Lord, William Hamilton, One of 


His Majeſty's Privy Council, Knight of His Order of the Bath, 


and His Envoy Extraordinary and Miniſter Plenipotentiary to His 


ſaid Sicilian Majeſty; And His ſaid Sicilian Majeſty, the Moſt Illuſtri- 


ous and Moſt Excellent Lord, John Acton, His Councillor and Secre- 


tary of State for the Departments of Foreign Affairs, of War, 
of the Marine, and of Commerce, Lieutenant General of His 


Armies, Knight of His Order of, St, Januarius, and Com- 


mander of the Order of St. Stephen; the Moſt Illuſtrious and 
Moſt Exgellent Lord, Marquis Charles Demarco, His Coun- 
cillor and Secretary of State for the Department of the Royal 


Houſhold, and Knight of His Order of St. Januafius ; the Moſt 


Illuſtrious and Moit Excellent Lord, Thomas de Somme, of 


the Princes del Colle, Marquis of Circello, His Gentleman 


of the Chamber, Biizadier of His Armies, and Knight of his 
.,rder of St. Januarius; Who, after having communicated to 
each other their reſpedive full powers, have agreed to the fol- 


lowing articles. 1 8 
AcricrE. I. Their Britannick and Sicilian Majeſties, from 

the motives above explained, will make common cauſe in the 
preſent war againſt France, and will concert together upon the 


military 


Jax. 1794. TREATIES, CONVENTIONS, &e. 1414 


military and naval operations, eſpecially in the Mediterranean 
Sea. | * wy 5 

Ax r. II. The high contracting parties reciprocally guaranty to 
each other their dominions againſt the common enemy, and en- 
gage not to lay down their arms, unleſs by common conſent, 
without having obtained the entire and full reftituijon of all 
places, towns, and territories, which reſpectively 92 to them 
before the commencement of the preſent war, and which the enemy 
may have taken during the — of the war. | 
Ar. III. His Sicilian Majeſty promiſes to unite to the forces 
of His Britannick Majeſty, in order that he may employ them in 


the Mediterranear, either conjointly or in concert with his own . 


mi itary and naval forces, a body of fix thouſand land troops, as 
well as ſour ſhips of the line, four frigates, and four ſmall ſhips of 
war. His Majeſty the King of the Two Sicilies offers to contribute 


the contingent above ſpecified from the preſent time, and to aug- 


ment it hereafter, if circumſtances will permit him. 

His Britannick Majeſty will defray the expence of the veſſels for 
_ tranſporting the ſaid body of troops to the places where it ſhall de 
required to ſerve ; and as ſoon as the ſaid corps ſhall have quitted 
the dominions of His Sicilian Majeſty for that purpoſe, His Bri- 


tannick Majeſty ſhall be obliged to provide it with the ſubſiſtence 


and forage which may be neceſſary, | 

Ar r. IV. His Britannick Majeſty ſhall keep a reſpeQable 
feet of ſhips of the line in the Mediterranean, as long as the 
danger of the Two Sicilies, and the operations which they ſhall 
undertake againſt the common enemy, ſhall require; and His ſaid 
Majeſty engages to take ſuch arrangements as ſhall be moſt 
proper for maintaining either by his own forces, or in concert with 
the other maritime powers engaged in this war, a decided ſupert- 
ority in that ſea, and to provide, by this means, for the ſecurity of 
His Sicilian Majeſty's domirions, of 

ArT. V. His Sicilian Majeſty will prohibit his ſubjects from all 


commerce with France, of what nature ſoeyer ; and will not even 


permit the ſhips of other nations to export from the ports of the 
Two Sicilies to the ports of France, any ſort of proviſions oy milz- 
tary or naval ſtores, | 5 8 

Ax r. VI. His Sieilian Majeſty promiſes to open the ports of 
the Two Sicilies, without reſerve or reſtriction, to the Engliſh 
{quadrons, and to furniſh them with all the ſuccour and cor. ne 
which they may be in want of, at the current prices, and in the 
manner practiſed in ſimilar caſes. His ſaid Sicilian Majeſty will 
ſhut his ports againſt all French veſſels, whether merchantmen or 
ſhips of war. | 3 Ph 

Ar. VII. The ſhips of war of his Britannick Majefty, which 
ſhall be employed in the Mediterranean to ſerve as convoy to the 
merchantmen belonging to the ſubjects of His ſaid Majeſty, 
ſhall alſo take under their coovoy the veſſels of his Sicilian Majeſty, 
which may have the ſame deſtination. A fimilar conduct ſhall | 
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6bſerved on the part of his Sicilian Majeſty 3 and to this end the 
neceſſary and proper orders ſhall be rei pectively given to thoſe 
hom it may concern. e 
Ax T. VIII. If, in the courſe of the events which may occur, 
His Sicilian Majeſty ſhall judge that he cannot any longer, with 
jy%ce and dignitv, continue the war, he declares, not only that he 
il) not make peace without ſtipulating, that the above-mentioned 
conchtions, in the ſecond article of this treaty, ſhall be at the ſame 
time offered, on the part of the enemy, 'to His Britannick Ma- 
jeſty, but alſo, that if His Britannick Majefy ſhould, notwith- 
ſtanding, determine to continue the war, His Sicilian Majeſty 
Nall obſerve a ſtrict and exact neutrality during all its further du- 
ration. 


ArT. IX. His Britannick Majety, at the future peace, and F 
at the congreſſes which may be held for that purpoſe, will give all 1 
requiſite attention to the welfare and ſecurity of Italy, and efpeci- 0 
ally to the dignity and intereſts of the Crown of the Two Sicilies, ] 
and to the procuring for his Sicilian Majeſty, at the peace, all due « 
ſatisfaction and ſecurity. . t 
Ax r. X. The preſent convert tion ſhall be ratified by the high X 
contracting parties, and the ratications thereof ſhall be exchanged Ie 
in due form, in the ſpace cot three months, or ſooner, if it can be A 
bo done, to be computed from the day ot the ſignature. | 
Mi In witneſs whereof we the underſigned, furniſhed with the full K 
1 powers of our reſpective ſovereigns, have ſigned the preſent b. 
. convention, and have cauſed the ſeals of our arms to be af- bs 
at fixed thereto. 1 hi 
N Done at Naples, the twelfth day of the month of July, in tke 01 
4 year 1793. . 
El | Tran Acrox. (1:28:) 
* (L. S.) W. Haurrrox. Manchis CH. Dtmarco. (L. 8) thi 
by 8 | Le Marquis De CIRCELLO. AL. 8.) pe 
. 5 8 of 
. — — pr. 
4 | 6 an 
0 Convention between His Britannick Majeſty and the King of for 
0 Pruſfa. Signed at the Camp before Mayence, the 14th of tu. 
nf July 1793: | A 
# THEIR Majeflies the King of Great Britain and the King of flat 
1 N Pruſſia, in conſequence of the ries of friendſhip aud of alkance con 
# by which they are now ſo happily united, and animated by the de- Or 1 
| fire of eſtabiiining with each other a more direct and a more con fi- ſea, 
dential communication upon every thing which relates to tle 4 
unjuſt and cruel war, which the perſons who exerciſe the powers of Tati 
government in Frarce have commenced againſt ſeveral great hal 
powers in Europe, adopting towards others meaſures equally upjuit don 
and offenſive, and conducting themſelves towards them by prin- ont 
eig les incompetible with the ſecurity and the tranquillit᷑y of all 2 | Ir 
| | 2 | pendent . 
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4 
ndent ſtates, and even with the exiſtence of all ſocial order; Their 


{1:4 NMajeſties have thought proper oconcerttogether upon the means 
ol oppoſing a ſufficient barrier to the dangers, which threaten all 


Europe, in conſequence of ſuch principles, views, and conduct. 
Their Majeſties have therefore authoriſed their reſpect ve Miniſters 
Plenipotentiary, to wit, His Majeuy the King of Great Braitain, 
the Earl of B-auchamp, One of His {aid Majeſty's Privy Council ; 
and His Majeſty the King of Pruſiia, the Marquis Jerome de Luc- 
cheſini, his Actual Chamberlain, Knight of the Orders of the 
Black Eagle, and of the Red Eagle: Who, aſter having communi- 
cated to each other their reſpective full powers, have agreed to the 


following articles. 


AkTIcLE I. Their Brirannick and Pruſſian Majeſties will exert 
all the ir endeavours to eſtabl;ſh and to maintain with each other the 
molt perfect concert, and the moſt intimate confidence, upon all the 
objects relative to the preſent war. The two High contracting 
parties, ſeeing in the ſame point of view the r ee, neceſſity 
of continuing their plans and operations for the accompliſhment of 
the juſt and lawfu] object of a peace, in which all Europe may find 


_ tranquillity and ſecurity, will continue to employ their reſpective 


forces, as far as their circumſtances will permit, in carrying on a 
war equally juſt and neceſſary. 

ART. II. Their Majeſties the King of Great Britain and the 
King of Pruſſia reciprocally promite not to lay down their arms but 
by common conſent, without having obtained reftitution of all the 
conqueſts which France may have made upon either of the two 
high contracting parties, or upon ſach other of the powers, friends 


or allies of Their ſaid Majeſties, to whom they ſhall judge proper 


to 7 this guzranty, by common conſent. 

ART. III. The high contracting parties having already taken 
the reſolution to ſhut all their ports againſt French ſhips, and not to 
permit the exportation, in any caſe, from their ſaid ports for France, 
of any military or nava! ſtores, or corn, grain, ſalt meat, or other 
proviſions, they rectproca'ly engage to continue thoſe meaſures, 
and promiſe to employ all other means wich ſhall be in their power 
for 1-jating the commerce of France, and for bringing her, by 
ſuch means, to juſt conditions of peace. 

Ak r. IV. Tneir NMajeſties engage to unite all their efforts to 
prevent, on this occaſion of common concern to every civilized 
itate, other powers, not implicuted in this war, from giving, in 
conſequence of their neutrality, any protection whatever, directly 
or indirectly, to the commerce or property of the French, on the 
ſea, or in the ports of France, 

Ar. V. Their Britannick and Pruſſian Majeſties engage to 
ratify the preſent convention; and tte ratifications thereof 
ſhall be exchanged in the ſpace of fix weeks, or ſooner, if it can be 
done, to be computed from the day of the ſignature of the preſene 
Konvention. 

In witneſs whereof, we the underſigned, Plenipotentiaries of 

His * the King of Great 1 and of His Majeſty the 

Q 2 King 
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King of Pruſſia, have ſigned the preſent convention, and have 
cauſed the ſeals of our arms to be affixed threto. 


Done at the camp before Mayence, the 14th of July, 1793. 
BeraucuAney. (L. S.) JerRons Marquis de Luccxtsini, (LS. 


i ” 3 * 
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Convention between His Majeſty the Emperor and His Britannick 
Majeſty. Signed at London, the zoth day of Auguſt 1793 


| [ ] IS Majeſty the Emperor and His Majeſty the King of Great 


Britain, finding themſelves equally engaged in a war with 


France, and defiring to act conjointly and with vigour, in order to 
provide, by that means, for the common intereſts of their dominions, 


as well as for the general tranquillity of Europe, have determined 


to eſtabliſh with each other a perfect and confidential concert and co- 
operat. on in every thing which may relate to that war. Their Ma- 
jeſties have therefore named for that purpoſe their reſpective miniſ- 
ters, to wit, His Majeſty the Emperor, the Moſt Illuſtrious and Mok 
Excellent Lord, Lewis Count of Starhemberg, Count of the 
Holy Roman Empire, his atual Chamberlain, and his Envoy Ex- 
traordinary and Miniſter Plenipotentiary to His Majeſty the King of 
Great Britain; and His Majeſty the King of Great Britain, the 


Moſt Illuſtrious and Moſt Excellent Lord William Wyndham, Baron 


Grenville of Wotton, one of His Majeſty's Moſt Honourable Privy 
Council, and His Principal Secretary of State for the Department 
of Foreign Affairs: Who, after having communicated to each 
dther their reſpective full powers, have agreed upon the following 
articles: | 
ART1CL# I]. There ſhall be, upon all points relative to the pre- 
ent war, the moſt perfect concert, and the molt intimate confidence 


gage to employ their forces, as far as circumſtances ſhall permit, in 
the moſt efficacious manner, and to concert tcgether upon all 
military operations, in order to anroy the enemy, and to contribute 
to the advantage of the common cauſe, | a | 


ART. II. Their ſaid Majeſties reciprocally engage to ſhut their 


ports againſt French veſſels ; not to permit in any inſtance, warlike 
or naval ſteres, corn, grain, ſalted meat, or other proviſions, to be 
exported from their {aid ports for France; and to take all other 
means in their power to annoy the commerce of France, and thereby 
to reduce her to juſt conditions of peace. 2 

AxT. III. Their Majeſties engage to unite all their efforts to 
prevent other powers, who ſhall not take part in this war, from 
giving, on this occaſion of commpn interelt to every civilized ſtate, 
any protection whatever, direct br indirect, in conſequence of their 
neutrality, to the commerce or to the property of the French, at ſea, 


ART, 


or in the ports ol F. ance. | 


between the two high contracting parties; and they mutually en- 


A 


„ we 


> 
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Ax r. IV. Their Imperial and Britannick Majeſties reciprocally 
promiſe not to lay down their arms (unleſs by common conſent) with- 
out having obtained the reſtitution of all the dominions, territories, 
towns or places, which may have belonged to either of them be ſore 
the commencement of the war, and which the enemy may have taken 
during the courſe of hoſtilities, or which may likewiſe have 
belorged to ſuch of the powers, friends or allies of their faid 
Majeſties, to whom they ſhall judge proper by common conſent to 
extend this guaranty. 

Ax r. V. If either of the two high contracting parties ſhould be 
attacked, moleſted, or diſturbed in his dominions, righis, poſſeſſions, 
or intereſts, at any time or in any manner whatever, by land or by 
ſea, in conſequence and in hatred of the articles or ſtipulations con- 
tained in the preſent convention, or of the meaſures to be taken by 
the ſaid high contracting parties, in virtue of this convention, the 
other contracting party engages to aſſiſt him, and to make common 
cauſe with him, in the manner ſtipulated in the preceding articles. 

Ax r. VI. His Majeſty the Emperor, and His Majeſty the King of 
Great Britain, engage toratify the preſent convention; and the rati- 
fication thereof ſhall be exchanged in the ſpace of ſix weeks, or ſooner, 
if it can de done, to be computed from the day of the ſignature. 

In witneſs whereof, we the underſigned, Plenipotentiarics of 
their reſpective Majeſties, have ſigned the 3 convention, 
and have affixed thereto the ſeal of our arms. 

Done at London, the thirtieth day of Auguſt, in the year one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety-three. 1 

GRENVILLE. (L. S.) 


Treaty between His Britannick Majeſty and the Margrave of Baden. 
Signed at Carlſruhe, the 2 iſt Day of September 1793 


E it known to thoſe whom it may concern, that His Majeſty the 
King of Great Britain, being deſirous of taking into his ſervice 

a Corps of the troops of His Serene Highneſs the Margrave of Ba- 
| den, to be employed in the preſent war againſt France, and His 
' Serene Highneſs being diſpoſed, as a proof of his attachment to His 
ſaid Majeſty, to furnith a corps of his ſaid troops, His Britannick 
Majeſty has thought proper to nominate, on his part, as his Miniſter | 
Plenipotentiary, Francis Earl of Yarmouth, one of his ſaid Majeſty's 
| Moſt Honourable Privy Council; and His Serene Highneſs has 
nominated, on his fide, for the ſame purpoſe, the Baron of Gailing, 
| Miniſter of State, and Preſident of the Chamber of Finance: Who 
being furniſhed with the neceſſary full powers, have agreed to take 
jor baſis of the preſent Treaty, the Treaty concluded at Caſſel, the 
19th of April laſt, between His Britannick Majeſty and the Land- 


grave of Heſſe Caſſe}, In conſequence, it is agreed, that His * 
; l | | neſs 
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neſs the Margrave of Baden ſhall enjoy, -proportionally, for bis | 


eorps of troops, all the advantages granted 10 His Highneſs the 
Landgrave of Heſſe Caſſel, as well in the ſaid Treaty as, in the ſecret 
articles, in caſe there ſhould be any; that every thing which, ſhall 
not be determined by the following articles, in a preciſe manner, 
mall be regulated, in future, according to the principles of equity 
and good faith, which have ted the whole of the preſent ne- 
gociation; and the4ald Plenipotendiaries have agreed, accordingly, 
upon the follo Hug articles: | | 1 5 25 

© ARTICLEF. There ſhall be, therefore, in virtue of this Treaty, 
between Bis Majeſty the King of Great Britain, and His Serene 


King real proofs ot bis ſtrong attachment for His Majeity, and of 


common object of the preient war againſt Þ ranct;, engages, by virtue 
of this article, to keep in readineſs for tlas purpoſe, during the 
ſpace of three ſucceſſive years, reckoning from the day of the ſig- 
nature of the preſent Treaty, a body of ſeven hundred and fifty-four 
men, including ofice:s, according to che ſpecification hereunto ate 
nexed. This corps ſhall be completely equipped, furniſhed with 
ter:ts, ard all neceſſary equipage, and ſl a:! be put upon the belt 
poſſible footing, and none ſhall be admitted into it but diſciplined 
meu, and capable of ſerving immediately, acknowledged as ſuch by 
the Commiliary of his Britannick Majeſty. As in the preſ int cir- 
cumſtances there is no time to be loſt, the above-mentioned Pleni- 
potentiaries have agreed that the day of the ſignature of the preſent 
Treaty ſha!l be deemed to be alſo the period of the requiſition for 
the ma: ch of the troops above mentioned; and tat the ſaid troops 
ſhall be in readioeſs to paſs in review before the Commuillary of His 
Britaunick Majefly cn the 10th of the month of October 1793, and 
mall be ready to begin their march on the following day for the 
place of their deſtination. Thejz troops ſhall not be ſeparated, un- 
jeſs the courſe of the war ſhall require it, but ſnall costinue under 
the orders of their Baden chief, under the command, however, of 
the General to whom His Britannick Majeſty ſhall entruſt that of 


dis whole army. | | 
An r. III. Each battalion of infantry of this corps: of troops 


Mall be provided with to ſield. pieces, and the officers, cannonee:8, 
ard other men and equipage attached to them. * 
Ar. IV. In order to defray the expence to which the Serene 
Margrave ſhall be put, by equipping the, above-mentioned'corps of 
feven hundred and fifty-jour men, His Majc@y the King of Great 
2 . Britain 


His 
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Braitain promiſes to pay to His Serene Highneſs, for each horſe- 
man or dragoon, properly armed and mounted, eighty crowns banco; 
and for each foot foldier, thirty crowrs baneo. This levy: money 
ſhal! be paid in fiſteen days after the ſignature of the pteſent Preaty. 

Ax r. V. Peſides what is ſtipulated in the preceding article, 
His Majeſty the King of Gfeat Britain engages to cauſe to be paid 
to the Serege Margrave, an annual ſubfidy during the three years 
that this Treaty ſhall laſt. This ſubſidy Thall commence from the 
day of the fpgnature of this Treaty, and it ſhall be paid at the rate 
of twenty-one thouſand two hundred ard fixteen crowns banco, per 


annum, the crown being reckoned at fifty-three fols of Holland, or 


at four ſhillings and nine penee three „ money. 
When the ſaid troops ſhall be ſent back by His Britannick Ma- 
jeſty, from the day of their return into the Margraviate of Baden, 


till the expiration of the Treaty, the ſubſidy ſhalt be continued upon 


the ſame footing of twenty-one thbuſand two hundred and fixteen 


crowns banco, per annum. The payment of this ſublidy ſhall be 


regularly made without any deduction; and quarterly, ia the ton 
of Carlſruhe, into the military treaſury of the Serene Margrave au- 
thor:ſed to receive it; and in caſe that, on either ſide, it ſhould be 


Judged expedient that the number of the corps of troops ſhould ex- 


ceed ſeven hundred and fifty. four, the ſubſidy ſhall be proportion 
ably augmented, unleſs it ſhall be otherwiſe agreed upon. His Ma- 
jeſty ſhall continue equally to this corps the pay and other emolu- 
ments, during the remainder of the month in which it ſhall repaſs 
the frontiers of the Margrayiate of Baden, and arrive in the terri- 
tories of His Serene Highneſs. | | 

Agr. VI. With regard to what relates to the pay and allow- 
ances, both ordinary and extraordinary, of the ſaid troops, during 
the time that they ſhall be actually in the pay of Great Britain, it is 
agreed, that, as long as they ſhall ſerve in the Empire, they ſhall 
enjoy the ſame advantages and emoluments which His Majeſty 
grants to his German troops, according to the effective eftabliſh- 
ment of the ſaid corps of troops at the time of their being delivered, 


which ſhall be verified by aliſt ſigned by the reſpective miniſters of 


the high contracting parties, watch ſhall have the fame force as if 
it were inſerted word for word in the preſent Treaty. During 
the time that they ſhall be employed in the Low Countries, they ſhall 
be treated in the above-mentioned reſpe&, upon the footing of 
Dutch troops ; it being underſtood that in both caſes, that is to ſay, 
in that of the German pay, as well as in that of the Dutch, the 
allowance ſhall not be inferior to what was granted in former wars 
to the Heflian troops; and, if the nature of the war ſhould require 
that thoſe troos ſhould ſerve in different countries upon the continent 


of Europe from thoſe above-mentioned, they ſhall, in-that<aſe, be 


put in every reſpe& on the ſame footing with the moſt favoured of 
His Majeſty's aux liary troops. 5 g 
All theſe allowances for thoſe troops ſhall be paid into the military 


treaſury of His Serene Highnels, without any abatement or diminu- 
tion, in order to be diſtributed. 5 
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Arr. VII. If it ſhould unfortunately 1 that ſome com · g 
by a v 

© 


panies of the corps above-mentioned, ſhould, ny accidents, be 
wholly or partially ruined or deſtroyed, or that the pieces of artil- 


lery or other effects, with which it may be provided, ſhall be taken f 
by the enemy, His Majeſty the King of Great Britain will pay the t 
expences of the neceſſary recruits and remounting, as alſo the value 0 
of the ſaid field · pieces and effects, in order ſpeedily to reſtore the ti 
artillery, 28 and companies, to their former ſtate; and thoſe a= 
recruits ſhall likewiſe be put upon the ſame footing as thoſe of the | a 
troops ſurniſhed to His Majeſty by His Serene Highneſs the Land- re 
grave of Heſſe Caſſel, by the Treaty of ſubſidy, ſigned at Caſſel the : 
roth of the month of April of the preſent year; fo that the corps fo 
of His Serene Highneſs the Margrave of Baden may be always M 
reſerved and ſent. back hereafter in as good a ſtate as that in which 1 
it was delivered; and the recruits annually neceſſary ſhall be deli. pa 
vered to the Engliſh commiſſary, diſciplined and completely po 


equipped, at the place of their deſtination, at the time which His 
Britannick Majeſty ſhall appoint, - | Wn 
A r. VIII. It will depend upon his Britannick Majeſty to re- 
tain this corps of troops in his ſervice all the time of the duration 
of this Treaty, to make uſe of them in any part af Europe where | 
he may have occaſion for them, provided it be not on board the I 
feet, from the time of its quitting the territories of the Serene 20 
Margrave; and when His Majeſty the King of Great Britain ſhall 
think proper to fend back the faid troops, he ſhall give three months 
previous notice to His Serene Highneſs, and ſhall make him an 
allowance of a month's pay for their return, furniſhing them alſo 
with the neceſſary means of tranſport gratis. 5 
AR r. IX. His Britannick Majeſty promiſes to attend, as much Tre: 
as poſſible, to the ſafety of the dominions and poſſeſſions of His tu 
Serene Highneſs, and to direct the military operations, as much as 
circumſtances may permit, in ſuch manner that the country of His 
Serene Highneſs may be covered and ſpared as much as poſlible. If, 
however, notwithſtanding the precautions which ſhall be taken with 
that view, the country of His Serene Highneſs ſhould be invaded 
by the enemy, on account of the preſent Treaty, His Britannick 
| Majeſty ſhall endeavour to procure to the country of His Highneſs 
the Margrave, an indemnikcation proportionable to the loſs occa- 
fioned by the invaſion, : | 5 
Ak r. X. The ſick of the ſaid Baden corps ſhail remain under 
the care of their own phyſicians, ſurgeons, and other perſons ap- 
po nted for that purpoſe, under the command of the colonel com- 
manding the corps of troops, and every thing ſhall be granted to 
them which His Majeſty grants to his own troops. | 
Arr. XI. All deſerters from the ſaid Baden corps ſhall be faith- 
fully reſtored, as often as they ſhall be diſcovered in places depen- 
dent upon His Britannick Majeſty. | : 
Ax r. XII. It is agreed, that, at the review to be made in meeps 
at the beginning of a campaign, by the commiſſary of His * 
x | Iajeſty, 
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Majeſty; the corps ought to. be. compleat, or the pay of. hols 
wanting to compleat ſhall be retained ; on the other hand, the pay 
of thoſe who may be wanting from one ſpring review to the next 


ſhall. not be retained, but ſhall be allowed without abatemeat, as if 
they, were compleat; and, inſtead of what was formerly paid for re- 


cruiting, in the room of one killed or three wounded, it is agreed, 


that each man furniſhed ſhall be paid for, without diſtinction, at 


the rate of twelve crowns Panco a head, under the expreſs con- 
agreed on ſhall only regard the 


dition, however, that what is here 


eee is referred to in this article. 
ART» XIII. All the expences of tranſport for the troops, as well 


at 


for the men as for their effects, mall be defrayed by His Britannick 


Majeſty, 00-4 7: : 8 k 

2 Ant, XIV. This Treaty ſhall be ratified by the high contracting 
r the ratifications thereof ſhall be exchanged as ſoon as 

Polio: 225 16 55. x on | F 

"7 witneſs whereof, we the underſigned, authorized by fall 
powers from His Majeſty: the Kiky of Great Britain on one 

fide, and His Serene Highneſs the reigning Margrave of Baden. 

on the other, have ſigned the preſent Treaty, and have thereto 
put the ſeals of our arm. en b waa 
Done at Carlſrube, the 21ſt day of September, in the year of 

our Lord one thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety three. 
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Baron de GAILING, L. S. 
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 tugal, signed at London, the zbch of September, 1793. 


T Britannick and Moſt Faithful Majeſties having re- 


ſolved, in conſideration of the preſent circumſtances of 
Europe, to ſubſtantiate, by means of a Treaty adapted to thoſe 


circumſtances, their intimate and mutual confidence, as well as the 
friendſhip and good underſtanding which have been ſo happily 


eſtabliſhed between their Auguſt Predeceſſors, and which they are 


always deſirous more and more to confirm, and improve, have 
named for that purpoſe, viz. His, Britannick. Majeſty, the Moſt 
Illuftrious and Moſt Excellent Lord William Wyndham, Baron 
Grenville of Wotton, one of His Majeſty's Moſt Honourable 


Privy Council, and His Principal Secretary of State for the De- 


N of Foreign Affairs; and Her Moſt Faithful Majeſty; the 
oft Illuſtrious and Moſt Excellent Lord Don John D' Almeida de 
Mello Caſtro, Member of the Council of Her Moſt Faithful Ma- 
jeſty, and Councillor in her Council of Finances, Knight of the 
Order of Chriſt, Commander of Port Ancho, in the Order of St. 
James, and Envoy Extraordinary and Miniſter Plenipotentiary 
from Her ſaid Moſt Faitl.ful Majefty to His Britannick Majeſty ; 
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Who, after having communicated to each other their feſpective full 
Powers, have agreed upon the following articles : | 

ARTICLE I. Their Britannick and Moſt Faithful Majeſties 
will employ their utmoſt attention to re-eſtabliſh: the public tran- 
quility upon ſolid and permanent foundations, and to maintain their 
common intereſts and the ſecurity of their refpetive dominions, 
And Their Majeſty's engage to act in concert, and in the moſt in- 
timate confidence, for the accompliſhment of theſe ſalutary ends. 

Arr. II. The perſons who have exerciſed the powers of govern- 
ment in France, having declared againſt His Britannick Majeſty an 
unjuſt and unprovoked war, Her Moſt Faithful Majeſty confirms. 
the obligation which Portugal has contracted by former Treaties for 
concurring in mutual defence, and engages to furniſh,.as an auxiliary 

power and an ally of His Britannick 'Majeſty, all the ſuccours 
which ſhall be compatible with her own ſituation and ſecurity, in 
N N they may act at the abſolute diſpoſal of His Britannick 
Majeſty. | OW Ba 
| ; $4 III. In conſequence of what is ſtipulated in the preced- 
ing article, and in order that the Britiſh and Portugueſe veſſels 
may be mutually protected during the preſent war, as well in their 
navigation as the ports of the two high contracting parties. Their 
Britannick and Moſt Faithful Majeſties have ſtipulated and agreed 
with each other, that their ſquadrons and ſhips of war ſhall con- 
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voy, without diſtinction, the trading veſſels of the two nations, in 
the ſame manner as is eſtabliſhed for thoſe of their own nations, as 
far as circumilances may permit; and that both their ſhips of war 
and trading veſſels ſhalt be admitted and proteQedin their reſpective 
ports, and ſhall be furniſhed with all the ſuccours of which they 
1 may ſtand in need, at the current prices of the country. © 2 
A Sers IV. Her Moſt Faithful Majeſty promiſes to ſhut all her . 
ij | Ports againſt all the French ſhips of war and privateers, during all 
A the time that France ſhall be at war with His Britannick Majeſty 3 | 
1 Her Moſt Faithful Majeſty will prohibit her ſubjects from exporting | 
4 from her faid ports for thoſe of France, or from carrying to the Tr 
4 ports of France, from any other your whatſoever, any military or d 
4 naval ſtores, or even corn, ſalted meat, or any other proviſions; ( 
10 Her ſaid Majeſty alſo engages not to give, nor to permit her ſub- 5 
ik jects to give, any protection whatſoever, either directly or indi- B 
rectly, to the trade or property of the French, on the ſea, or in 
the ports of France; and will take, in conſequence of what is de- ſery 
clared in this article the moſt ſevere meaſures, in order to maintain of } 
the above-mentioned prohibition in its full force. 4 Frai 
Art. V. If either of the high contracting parties ſhould be at- atta. 
tacked, moleſted or diſturbed in any of their dominions, rights, Hig 
poſſeſſions, or intereſts, at any time or- in any manner whatſoever, part, 
by ſea or land, in conſequence or in hatred of the articles or ſtipu- one 
lations contained in the preſent Treaty, or of the meaſures to be Sere 
taken by the ſaid contracting parties in virtue of this Freaty, the | Coy 
* | other his C 
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other contract ing party en tao aſſiſt and to make common 
cauſe, in the manner ene the aforeſaid articles. Fg 
Ax. VI. Their Majeſties, in conſequence of the ſtipulations 
of the Treaties no ſubſiſt ing between them, as well as of thoſe 
contained dn this Treaty, mutually engage, that in caſe, during the 
preſent war, either for the reaſon above-mentioned, or for any other 
cauſe, France ſhould: attack the dominions of Her Moſt Faithful 
Majeſty, or her ſhips of war, or trading veſſels, or ſhould commit 
any hoſtilities whatever, they will not only make common cauſe in 
the ſaid war, and afford to each other all poſſible ſuccours, conform- 
ably to the ſaid Treaties, but alſo that, during the ſaid war, they 
will ſhut their ports to all French ſhips whatſoever; and that they 
weill not lay dawn their arms (unleſs by common conſent) without 
having obtained a due ſatisfaction, as well as reſtitution, of all the 
-dominions, territories, iſlands or poſſeſſions, which ſhall have be- 
longed to either power before the commencement of the war, and 
of which the enemy may have taken poſſeſſion during the courſe of 
hoſtilities. | | 
AzT. VIE Their Britannick and moſt Faithful Majeſties en- 
gage to ratify the preſent Treaty, and the ratifications thereof 
ſhall be exchanged in the ſpace oſ ſix weeks, to be computed from 
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the day of the ſignature, or ſooner, if it can be done. Wy 
In witneſs whereof, we, the underſigned Miniſters Plenipotenti- 
ary of their Britannick and Moſt Faithful.Majefties, have ſigned 
the preſent Treaty, and have cauſed to be affixed thereto the 
ſeals of our arms. „ <> | 
Done at London, the twenty-ſixth day of September, one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety- three. „ 


GRENVILL B. „VVV 
D. JOAO DEALMEIDADEMELLODE cASsTRO. (L. S) 
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Treaty between His Britanoick Majeſty and the Landgrave of 
Heſſe Darmſtadt. Signed at Langen Candel, the 3th day of 
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France; and His Serene Highneſs being diſpoſed, as a proc | 
attachment to his faid Majeſty, to furniſh a corps of his ſaid tro "4 
His Britannick Majeſty thought proper to nominate, on . 
part, as his Miniſter Pleni 5 i 
one of his ſaid Majeſties Moſt Honourable Privy Council; and hi 1 
Serene Highneſs has nominated, on his ſide, for the ſame purpoſe 

Count Fancis de Jenifon' Walworth, K 
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bieter, his Councillor of the Chamber: who, being furniſhed with 
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miſes to pay to his Serene Highne 
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the neceſſary full powers, have agreed to take for baſis of the pre- 
ſent treaty, the treaty concluded at Caſſel, the 1oth of April laſt, 
between H's Britannick Majeſty and the Landgrave of Heſſe Caſſel; 
and the ſaid Plenipotentiaries have agreed, in conſequence, upon the 


following articles, | | ; | . 
As ricrE I. There ſhall be therefore, in virtue of this treaty 


between His Majeſty the King of Great Britain, and His Serene 
Highneſs the Landgrave of Heſſe Darmſtadt, their ſucceſſors and 
heirs, a ſtrict Friendſhip, and a ſincere, firm and conſtant union, ſo 
that the one ſhall conſider the intereſt of the other as his own, and 


ſhall ſtrive to promote them with good faith, as much as poſſible, and 


mutually to prevent and remove all diſturbance and injury. | 
AR r. II. His Majefty the King of Great Britain, deſiring to ſe- 
cure for his ſervice in Europe a body of the troops of the Serene 
Landgrave, and His Serene Highneſs, wiſhing for nothimg more 
than to give the King real proots of his ftrong attachment for his 
Majeſty, engages, by virtue of this article, to keep in readineſs for 
this purpoſe, during the ſpace of three ſucceſſive years, reckoning 
from the day of the ſignature. of the preſent treaty, a body of three 
thouſand men, including officers, according to the ſpecification 
hereunto annexed. This corps ſhall be completely equipped, fur- 
niſhed with tents, and all neceſſary equipage, and ſhall be put upon 
the beſt poſſible footing, and none ſhall be admitted into it but diſ- 
ciplined men, and capable of ſerving. immediately, acknowledged 
as ſuch by the Commiſlary of His Britannick Majeſty, As in the 
preſent circumſtances there is no time to be loſt, the above mention- 
ed Plenipotentiaries have agreed that the day of the ſignature of the 
preſent treaty ſhall be deemed to be alſo the period of the requiſi- 
tion for the march of the troops above mentioned; and that the ſaid 
troops ſhall be in readineſs to paſs in review before the Commiſſary 
of His Britannick Majeſty on the ſeventeenth of October of the pre- 
ſent year, and to begin its march the following day for the place of 
its deſtination. Theſe troops ſhall not be ſeparated, unleſs the 
courſe of the war ſhould require it, but ſhall continue under the or- 
ders of their Heſſian chief, under the command, however, of the 
general to whom his Britannick Majeſty ſhall entruſt that of h 
whole army. _ | | DOI ECM 5 
Ax r. III. Each battalion of infantry of this corps of troops 
ſhall be provided with two field pieces, and the officers, cannoneers, 
and other men and e attached to them. no bf ies 
Ak r. IV. In order to defray the expences to which the Serene 
Landgrave ſhall be put, by equipping the above mentioned corps 
of three thouſand men, His _— the King of Great Britain pro- 
s, for each horſeman or dragoon, 
properly armed and mounted, eighty crowns banco, and for each foot 


4 


ſoldier thirty crowns banco. This levy: money ſhall be paid in 


fifteen days after the ſignature of the preſent Treaty. 5. | 
ART. V. Beſides what is ſtipulated inthe preceding article, His 
5 3 | . Majeſty 
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Majeſty the King of Great Britain „ er cauſe to be paid to 


the Serene Landgrave, an annual ſubſidy during the three years 
that this Treaty ſhall laſt. This ſubſidy ſhall commence from the 
day of the fignature of this Treaty, and it ſhall be pail at the rate 
of eighty four thouſand three hundred and ſeventy-five crowns 


banco per annum, the crown being reckoned at fifty-three ſols of 


Holland, or at four ſhillings-and nine pence three farthings Engliſh 
money,» 945 £46 

When the ſaid troops ſhall be ſent back by His Britannick Ma- 
jeſty, from the day of their return into the territories of the Serene 
Landgrave, till the expiration of the Treaty, the ſubſidy ſhall be 
continued upon the ſame footing of eighty-four thouſand three 
hundred and ſeventy crowns banco per annum. 'The payment of 
this ſubſidy ſhall be regularly made without any deduction, and 
quarterly, in the town of Darmſtadt, into the general treaſury of 
the Serene Landgrave authorized to receive it; and in caſe that, 
on either fide, it ſhould be es. e expedient that the number of 
the corps of troops ſhould exceed three thouſand, the ſubſidy ſhall 


be proportionably augmented, unleſs it ſhall be otherwiſe agreed 


upon. His Majeſty ſhall continue equally to this corps the pay and 


other emoluments, during the remainder of the month in which it 


ſhall repaſs the frontiers of Darmſtadt, and arrive in the territories 
of His Serene Highneſs, ” |» Hr - 4! | fr 
Ar. VI. With regard to what relates to the pay and allow- 
ances, both ordinary and extraordinary, of the faid troops, during the 
time that they ſhall be actually in the pay of Great Britain, it is agreed 
that as long as they ſhall ſerve in the empire, they ſhall enjoy the 
ſame advantages and emoluments which his Majeſty grants to his 


German troops, according to the effective eſtabliſnment of the ſaid 


corps at the time of their being delivered, which ſhall be verified 
buy a liſt ſigned by the reſpective miniſters of the high contracting 


parties, which ſhall have the ſame force as if it were inſerted word 


for word in the preſent Treaty. During the time that they ſhall be 
employed in the low countries, they ſhall be treated in the above- 
mentioned reſpect, upon the footing of Dutch troope, it being un- 
derſtood that in both caſes, that is to ſay, in that of the German 


pay, as well as in that of the Dutch, the allowances ſhall not be in- 


ferior to what was granted in ſormer wars to the troops of Heſſe 
Caſſel; and, if the nature of the war ſhoald require that thoſe troops 
ſhould: ſerve in different countries upon the continent of Europe 
ſrom thoſe abovementioned, they ſhall, in that caſe, be put, in 
every reſpect, on the ſame footing with the moſt favoured of His 
Majeſty's auxiliary troops. | 2 


If it ſhall happen that they ſhould be employed in Great Britain, 


or in Ireland, as ſoon as the notification, in ſuch cate, ſhall be 
made to the Serene Landgrave, they ſhalt be put on the ſame foot - 
ing, in every reſpect, as His Majeſty's Britiſh troops. 

All theſe allowances for thoſe troops ſhall be paid into the gene- 
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ral treaſaty of his Serene Highneſs, without any abatement or di- 
Munition, in order to be diſtributed. As 
Axr. VII. If it ſhould unfortunately happen that ſome regiments 


or companies of the corps abovementioned ſhould, by any accidents 


be wholly or partially ruined or deſtroyed, or that the pieces of 
artillery or other effects, with which it may be provided, uld be 
taken by the enemy, his Majeſty the King of Great Britain will 
pay the expences of the neceſlary recruits and remounting, as alſo 
the value of the ſaid field pieces and effects in order ſpeedily to re- 
ftore the artillery, regiments or companies to their former ſlate : 
ard thoſe recruits ſhall be put upon the ſame footing as thoſe of the 
troops furniſhed to his Majeſty by his Serene Highneſs the Land- 
grave of Heſſe Caſſel, by the treaty of ſubſidy, ſigned at Caſſel the 
10th of the month of April of the preſent year, in order that the 
corps cf his Serene Highneſs the Landgrave of Darmſtadt may be 
always preſerved and ſent back hereafter in as good a ſtate as that 
in which it was delivered; and the recruits annually neceſſary ſhali 
be delivered to the Engliſh Commiſlary, diſciplined and compleatly 


equipped, at the place of their deſtination, at the time which his 


Britannick Majeſty ſhall appoint. 5 ED 
Ax r. VIII. It will depend upon his Britannick Majeſty to retain 
this corps of _ in his ſervice al! the time of the duration of 
this treaty, to make uſe of them in any part of Europe where he 
may have occ2fion fer them, provided it be not on board the Fleet, 
From the time of its quitting the terricories of the Serene Landgrave 
and when his Majetty the King of Great Britain ſhall think proper 
to ſend back the ſaid troops, he ſhall give three months previous 
notice to his Serene Highneſs, and ſhall make him an allowance of 


a month's pay for their return, furniſhing them alſo with the neceſ- 


fary means of tranſport gratis. 

AzT- IX. His Britannick Majeſty promiſes to attend, as much 
as poſſible, to the ſafety of the dominions and poſſeſſions of his 
Serene Highneſs, and to direct the military operations, as much as 
<ircumſtances may permit, in ſuch manner that the country of his 
Serene Highneſs may be covered and ſpared as much as. poſſible. 
If, however, notwithſtanding the precautions which ſhall be taken 
with that view, the country of his Serene Highneſs ſhould'be in- 
vaded by the enemy, on account of the preſent treaty, his Britan- 
nick Majeſty ſhall endeavour to procure to the country of his High- 
neſs the Landgrave an indemnification p roportionable to the loſs 
occafioned by the invaſion. ; | | 

AzT. X. The fick of the ſaid Heſſian corps ſhall remain under 


che care of their own 3 ſurgeons, and other perſons ap- 
e, 


pointed for that purpoſe, under the command of the General com- 
manding the corps of troops, and every thing ſhall be granted to 
them which His Majeſty grants to his own troops. | 

Arr. XI. All deſerters from the ſaid Heſſian corps ſhall be faith - 
fully reſtored, as often as they ſhall be Sed. in places de- 
pendent upon His Britannick Majeſty. * 


. ART« | 


People 
Geclar 
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Ax r. XII. It is agreed, that, at the review to be made in ſpring, 
at the beginning of the campaign, by the Commiſſary of His Bri- 

tannick Majeſty, the corps ought to be compleat, or the pay of thoſe 
wanting to compleat ſhall be retained; on the other hand, the pay 
of thoſe who may be wanting from one ſpring review to the next 
ſhall not be'retained, but ſhall be atlowed without abatement, as if 
they were compleat; and, inſtead of what was formerly paid in 
ſimilar caſe for recruiting, in the room of one killed or three 

wounded, it is agreed, that, each man' furniſhed ſhall be paid for, 
without diſtinction, at the rate of twelve crowns Banco a head, under 

the expreſs condition, however, that what is here agreed on ſhall 
only regard the fecruiting, which is referred to in this article. 

Ar. XIII. AlFthe expences of tranſport for the troops, as well 
for the men as for their effects, ſhall be defrayed by his Britannick 
Maje . 5 * 5 #1 Jon —_ 

Dy XIV. This treaty ſhall be ratified by the high contracting 

parties, and the ratifications thereof all be exchanged as ſoon as 
offible, | | 85 . | 

F In witnefs whereof, we the underfigned, authorized by full | 

from His Majeſty the King of Great Britain, on one fide, and 

of His 'Serene Highneſs the reigning Landgrave of Heſſe 
Darmſtadt, on the-other, have ſigned the preſent treaty, and 
have thereto put the ſeals of our arms. 

Done at Langen Candlel, the 5th day of October, in the year of 

dur Lord one thoufand ſeven hundred and ninety-thre. 

"YARMOUTH. * (L. S). 

IENISON WALWORTH. 15 
GEORGE GUILLAUME PANZERBIETER. (L. 8s.) 


i F | ” I , 5 . 2 


Declaration publiſhed in the King's Name, and by his Majeſty's 
Order, by their Excellencies Vice-Admiral Lord Hood, the 
Right Honourable Sir Gilbert Elliot, Bart. and Lieutenant Gene- 
ral O'Hara, His Majeſty's Commiſſioners Pleniporentiary at 
Toulon, the 2och'of- November, 1293. 45 „ 


XXII the underfigned, Commiſſioners Plenipotentiary of His 


t VV. Maſefty the King of Great Britain, do hereby publiſh, by | 
$ His order and in His name, the following declaration. | 

| His Britannick Majeſty having been informed of the circumſtan- 
3 ces under which the town, harbour, and forts of Toulon, and the 
* ſhips in the ſaid harbour, have been intruſted to Vice-Admiral 
8 Lord Hood, Commander in Chief of His Majeſty's ſhips and veſſels 
af in the Mediterranean, and of the declaration and proclamations. 
, publiſhed by the fail Vice- Admiral, as well as of the declaration. 
E made to him on the part of the inhabitants and people of Toulon, 
* has thought fit for the entire ſatisfaction of the ſaid inhabitants and 
. people, and for the further explanation of His Royal intentions, to 


declare as follows. 
I. When 
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K I. When monarchy ſhall be re-eſtabliſhed in France, and a treaty 


of peace ſhall be made and concluded, ſtipulating, in favour of his 
Majeſty, and his allies, the reflitution of all conqueſts made by 
France during the war, and a juſt indemnification for the loſſes and 
expences thereby incurred, and a proper ſecurity for the future, 
His Majeſty will reſtore the town, harbour, and forts of Toulon, 
together wich the ſhips and ſtores therein, according to the engage - 
ment/entered into for that purpoſe, by the ſaid Vice-Admiral. 

IL His Majeſty has given directions that che moſt effectual mea- 


ſurgs ſhall be taken for the protection of the perſons and property of 


the inhabitants of the ſaid town, and for procuring them the ſupplies 
of proviſions, and other articles, of which they may ſtand in need; 
and His Majeſty is alſo pleaſed to approve of continuing all perſons 
who held civil or military employments, in their reſpective places 
and occupations, 2s far as circumſtances and the good of the com- 
mon cauſe will permit. | | . 
III. His Majeſty will do every thing in his power, and in concert 
with his allies, to repel any attacks which may be made againſt Tou- 
lon, and to extend his protection to all thoſe who may be deſirous 
to have recourſe to it, under proper conditions. ; 
IV. His Majeſty ardently wiſhes the happineſs of France; but by 


no means deſires, on that account, to. preſcribe the form of its go- 
vernment. The King claims the right of taking a part, only be- 


cauſe the anarchy, which now deſolates that country, threatens the 
tranquillity of his own ſubjects, and that of the other powers of 
Europe, whoſe peace and ſafety materially depend on the re- eſtab- 
lichment of order in France, and of a regular ſyſtem, which may 


hold out to them a ſecure ground of negociation and friendſhip : - 


And his Majeſty does not heſitate to declare, that the re-eſtabliſh- 
ment of monarchy, in the perſon of Louis XVII. and the lawful 
heirs of the crown, appears to him the beſt mode of accompliſhing 
theſe juſt and ſalutary views. This form of government has not 


only prevailed ia France from the earlieſt times, but, being capable 


of ſuch limitations as may ſuit the reſpective circumſtances of dif- 
ferent nations, has been proved by experience to be the beſt adapt - 


ed, in great countries, to unite the advantages of ſecurity and order 


with real liberty. 


Such a ſyſtem, ſubject to the wiſe modifications which may here - 
after be made therein, in a regular and legal manner, when tranquil- 


lity ſhall have been reſtored in France, would afford to his Majeſty 
the beſt and moſt pleaſing proſpect of terminating the evils and miſe- 
ries now endured by the French nation, and of the renewal of a re- 
gular and amicable intercourſe between that country and other ſtates. 
It is to the attainment of this important object that all his Ma- 
jeſty's meaſures will be direſted ; and his protection and aſſiſtance 
will be extended, as far as circumſtances will admit, to all thoſe who 
manifeſt their defire to concur in ſo ſalutary a work. | 
| HOOD. WE: 
GILBERT ELLIOTT. 
CHARLES O'HARA., 


WWA 


3oth inſtant. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
WEDNESDAY, Jauuary 22. | 

The Houſe went to St. James's to preſent their Addreſs to 
his Majeſty.” {| | 5 3 

H0008E OF COMMONS, 

The uſual committees and orders were renewed. 

The report of the Addreſs was brought up, and agreed to. 

Mr. Fox reminded the Houſe that copies of certain trea- 
ties had been. laid on the table ſo late in the laſt ſeſſion that 
there was not an opportunity of taking them into conſidera» 
tion. He wiſhed to know whether or not it was intended 
to move for taking them into conſideration, becauſe ſome of 
them appeared to be ſo adverſe to the intereſts of Great Britain, 
that if Miniſters did not mean to call the attention of the 
Houſe to them, he would. Y | | GY 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, any gentleman might 
move to have them brought under diſcuſſion, or might deli- 


ver his ſentiments reſpecting them when the ſubſidies ſtipulat- 


ed came to be moved for in the Committee of Supply. | 
Ordered that the Chaplain preach before the Houle on the 


HOUSE OF LORDS. > 
THURSDAY, January 23, 
| "TRIAL OF MR. HASTINGS. | 5 
The Duke of Norfolk moved, that the order upon their 
Lordſhip Journals, to proceed further on the trial of Warren 
Haſtings, Efq. be read; which being done, it appeared that 
the day appointed-for that purpoſe was the ſecond Tueſday in 


this ſeſſion. 


His Grace then moved that the order be diſcharged, and 


that they ſhould further proceed on that trial on the 13th of 


February, . 
A ſhort oonverſation took place between Lord Radnor and 


the Lord Chancellor, after which the motion was agreed to. 


MOTION TO ACKNOWLEDGE/ THE FRENCH REPUBLIC. 


Eur Stanbebe.— My Lords, I have always been of opi- 


nion that many of the proceedings which have been adopted 
with refpe& to France have been adopted from miſconception, 
from falſe intelligence, or from ignorance of the leading prin- 
ciples, and of the moſt important facts of the French Revolu- 
tion. It is, therefore, my wiſh and my intention to appre- 
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ciate the ſituation of France and the ſituation of Great Britain; 
I will call on miniſters for an explanation of thoſe very extra- 
ordinary meaſures, which (as I know that all is not wrong 


which appears to be wrong) I hope, for the ſake of their cha- 


racers, they will be able to give to the ſatisfaCftion of every 


one. I will alſo call upon them to point out to this Houſe 


any one promiſe made, with reſpect to France, which has been 
performed—any one prediction which has come to paſs—any 
one prophecy which has not as regularly been belied by the event, 

& Your Lordſhips will all recollect a meaſure which under- 
went much diſcuſſion and debate laſt ſeſſion in both Houſes of 
Parliament, I mean the Traitorous Correſpondence Bill—a 
meaſure of the moſt important nature, on account of the lights 
which it threw out, and the view which it afforded of the mi- 
niſter's ſentiments and expectations. The clauſes of that Bill 
muſt be {till freſh in your Lordſhips' recolleQtion—© 
One of theſe clauſes was to prevent the exportation of 
arms from this country, It was ſaid, that if this were done 
the French could not poſſibly procure arms. Now, my Lords, 
what is the fact? I ſuppoſe you will not think that the French 
want artillery ; they have the fineſt train in the world. In the 
report of the war miniſter of France preſented to the National 
Convention, it was ſtated that the amount of the muſkets was 
ſeven hundred thouſand, which were chiefly diſtributed through 


the different departments. I know the ground on which 


the deluſive expectations of ' miniſters were formed. They 
imagined, from a report preſented by a former war miniſter, 
that the French could not make above 40,000 ſtand in a year; 
inſtead of that, my Lords, the fact is, that at Paris they make 
1000 ſtand of arms per day, or $00,000 a year, | 7% 
« Another clauſe in the Bill was, to prevent the exportation 
of ammunition. I will ſtate the fact on this ſubject ; By a 


report preſented to the firſt National Aſſembly it appeared, 


that the nation had gunpowder enough for ſever years of the 


moſt bloody war that could take place, and ſaltpetre for ſeven 


ears more, The Jaſt article they continue to' make. My 
Lords, I can eaſily divine the cauſe of that ſmile which I ob- 
ſerve on your countenances. You imagine that theſe miniſters 
of the French Republic have miſled the people. Do not de- 


pend too much on ſuch a ſuppoſition, Recollect that every 
miniſter of France has the guillotine behind him, and I think 
that all miniſters of all other countries who'endeavour to miſ- 


lead the people, deſerve the guillotine alſo. A clauſe'was 


alſo inſerted in the Bill with reſpect to clothing. What is the 


fact? Has the clauſe produced the expected effect? No: 
The French troops are as competely clothed as any troops in 


9 Europe:; 
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Europe; not indeed in regimentals, or uniforms; or. dreſs of 
this or that particular colour; but the Auſtrians themſelves, 
confeſs that they are well clothed. But if they were nöt, 
do they mind Go foppery of dreſs when they are fighting for 
their liberties? ' i | nite FEES 

The next expectation that was held out related to money. 
It was ſald that the French had no money; really, my Lords, 
this ſtruck me much. The ſame argument was uſed in the 
numerous diſcuſſions on the American war: The Americans 
kad no money, and they did without it. Recollect, my Lords, 
the ſentiments of that virtuous and incomparable ſtateſman, 
Sir George Saville: Whatever a nation chuſes to ſubſtitute 
for money will have the ſame value.“ Such were his words, 

and they were full of truth; for there were various ways of 
repreſenting ſpecie by attaching its value to paper, or any 
other material ſubſtituted in the ſtead of money. But do you. 
imagine that the French want money? No; for I believe 
they have more gold, filver, and bullion, than all the reſt of 
Europe. They have produced this effect by two loans, one 
a forced, the other a voluntary loan: The forced loan has for 
its ſolid ſecurity the national lands, and the voluntary loan is. 
ſo good a thing, that every perſon is eager for it, and endea- 
vouring to get a part of it, as they are of the loan in this coun- 
try. And now, my Lords, I proceed to aſſignats. I once 
{aid that they were worth more than the notes of the Bank of 
England—I remember that that opinion was almoſt univer- 
ſally ſcouted; it was laughed at, when I ventured to declare 
it, as monſtrous and extravagant; but I have not abandoned 
it, and I will affign my reaſoning for entertaining it. I think 
that theſe aſſignats will proceed in a progreſſive ratio of increaſe, 
while Bank notes will always remain the ſame. - Since De- 
cember aſſignats have riſen at leaſt 40 per cent.; conſequently 
thoſe who bought them when I delivered my opinion would 
have gained 40 per cent. on ſuch as they have continued to 
hold; whereas he that poſſeſſed a iol. Bank then, and yet 
holds it, has but 1ol. ſtill. p 3 

I muſt therefore inſiſt, my Lords, that it was fallacious 
and reprehenſible in miniſters to ſtate that the French had no 
means of ſupplying themſelves with money but from England 
The moſt abſurd idea that ever entered the mind of man 

It has been eſtimated, that after all the expences of the 


laſt campaign have been defrayed, the national landed pro-; 


perty of France will amount to 153 millions ſterling! Baz + 

theſe lands, it ſeems, would not 1 What is the fact? 

They have riſen four, five, ſix times their eſtimated value; 
and ſuch is the confidence of the people, that the very lands 
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even orf which the Pruſſians were encamped, ſold for double 
che price at which they were put up. | „ NR4 

« Another expeCtation held out was, that the Pruſſians and 
Auſtrians were the fineſt troops m Europe, and that the French 
wanted diſcipline. My Lords, I have ſeen perſons who have 
talked with the Duke of Brunſwick and the Auſtrian Generals 
on the ſubje of French diſcipline, and they are abſolutely 
alarmed: Beat themon Monday, Tueſday, Wedneſday, and they 
bring men to the cannon's mouth, and attack again on Thurſday, 
and thoſe diſcipli ned troops are forced to retreat; and yet they 
ſtill want diſcipline! My Lords, I am ſure Ido not mean any 


thing direſpectful to the allied powers; but what was the diſ- 


cipline at Toulon? A ſortie was made by Engliſh troops, 
Spaniſh, Neapolitan, Portugueſe, and Emigrants. | 
When orders were to be given, were they given with 
that promptitude which is ſo neceſſary in military operations? 
No: The commands were given by the General in one lan- 
guage, and the different ommanders were forced to ſend for 
the interpreters, who were not always to be found. In conſe- 
quence, one half of the troops employed in the ſortie were killed 
and wounded, and the other half ran away. Was this owing 
to miſconduek? No: The ſortie, we are informed, was well 
lanned and well executed; but the troops diſobeyed orders, 


and this I call diſeipline. This confuſion at Toulon was 


like the confuſion at Babel. 

“ The next mode by which the French were to be conquered 
was by preventing their getting corn, and ſtarving them. 
France was to be hermetically ſealed up; or, as was ſaid during 
the American war, they were to be ſubdued by a fyſtem of 

flarvation—by the cruel and diſgraceful project of creating a 
famine. Good God | thirty millions of the human race were to 
be ſtarved ! The folly of ſuch an idea could only be equalled by 


its wickedneſs. But were the armies alone to be ſtarved? No: 


They have proved that they will take care to fupply themſelves 


with proviſions. The old men then, the women, and the 
children, the infirm, and the aged, were to be ſtarved ! When 
the young, the active, and vigorous began to feel the want of 


bread, and the preſſure of famine, the natural efte&t would be, 
they would be forced into the armies in order to be ſure of 


being amply ſupplied with proviſions. But the truth is, that | 


France is in no want of proviſions. | 

* My Lords, in the debate of Tueſday, the only nobleman 
who appeared to me to make uſe of fair reaſoning, or met 
the queſtion properly, was the noble Lord who ſeconded the 


motion for the Addreſs; and he allowed it was impoſſible to | 
Mitate the French in the mode of raiſing troops. I will * | 


* 
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the noble Lord, juſtice—it is, my Lords, impoſlible, The 
miniſters of this country will not enter upon ſuch a meaſure z 
the Pruſſians and Auftrians much leſs. But the excellence of 


the French military ſyſtem conſiſts in not enliſting ſoldiers for 


life—they-only ſerve for a number of years: Indeed under 


the old government they were not enſiſted for life. Thus the 


drilbſerjeants and veteran ſoldiers have been diſperſed through 


the country, and have taught the people a mode of diſcipline 
which has made them excellent ſoldiers even before they enter- 
ed into the army. e | Wy 


If this riſing of the people in a maſs be what the French 


call it, 22 Lever of Archimedes, the effect, J infer, muſt be 
terrific! ! 1 FE | þ 
_ « Your Lordſhips do not ſeem to be fully imprefſed with 
that enthufiaſm which pervades the minds of the French peo- 
ple. Of that enthuſiaſm I will give your Lordſhips an in- 
{tance : A battalion was accuſed of entertaining counter-re-, 


 volutionary ſentiments, of ſinging counter-revolutionary ſongs, 
and of trampling the national cockade under feet. As ſoon 
as the intelligence of this diſaffection was received at Paris, 
the relations and friends of the battalion, to the amount of 


600, proceeded in a body to the Convention, and demanded 
that the nationat vengeance ſhould cut off thoſe traitors to the 
Republic. Tou have heard, my Lords, of one Brutus who 
condemned his children to death, but he was a public officer 
and a magiſtrate, and only did his duty. Here were, how- 


_ ever, 600 perſons, who, bound by no law, but animated 


only with a ſenſe of the duty they owed to their country, ſa- 
crificed all the fond ſentiments, the endearing attachments of 


kindred and friendſhip, in order that traitors might receive the 


juſt recompence of their treachery. i 
« The French, however, have committed many crimes.— 
They have taken the Civil Lift ; they have taken a quantity, 


x great quantity of property from the Clergy, and immenſe 


ſums from individuals, ſo immenſe that they will be ſufficient 
to defray all the expences of the next campaign. They have 
alſo removed the bells from the churches where they were un- 
profitably and uſeleſsly dangling. They have made the gold 
and filver ſaints deſcend from the altars, and have ſent them 
to the mint, the crucible, and the melting-pot. But do I de- 


duce the wealth of the Republic from theſe — No. 
, I fay that 


If I am aſked where the treaſury of the French is, 
it exiſts in the hearts of the people. They will not want 
money while there is a ſingle crown in France, nor reoruits 
or their armies, while there is a ſingle man in the country! 
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If miniſters be yet to know why they cannot imitate the 
example of the French in carrying, on the war, I will tell 


them Al have been in the Weſt—I hve in the South—and I have | 


heard from the North—and miniſters may be aſſured I ſpeak 
correctly, when I ſay, that the people are neither ready to 
ſpend their laſt guinea, nor to ſacritice their laſt man in ſup- 
port of the war. | | | | 


n 
»” 


« Let miniſters recolle& what a reſource; in reſpect to their 


armics, the rapid population of that large kingdom furniſhes, 
Since the commencement of the revolution, children have 
grown to lads, and lads to, men: They have imbibed no old 
notions to which they mult return, but have been bred up in 
the principles of liberty, and have been taught to regard it 
with. enthuſiaſm ; and this is the grand and firmeſt principle 
of the revolution. FCC OR ne IE Oy 

In the diſaffection in France, I would counſel miniſters 
not to place too much confidence: From the club of the Jaco- 
bins, which is the Convention, increaſed by perſons coming 


from all parts of France, they have expelled all ſuſpected per- 


ſons; and ſo fecure are the members of the ſupport of the 
people, that citizen Dubois-Crance, a man of great abilities, 
lately propoſed to enſure ſucceſs by this propoſition, * We 
muſt not retreat, let us cut of the poſſibility of retreat: He 
went further, and declared, he wiſhed that every perſon 
ſhould be aſked, what he had done to deſerve the honour of 
being hanged, if a counter-revolution ſhould be effected? 
And it would be an honour to be hanged in the cauſe of 
liberty—I would be the firſt to die on the gallows, or to loſe 
my head under the guillotine, in the ſacred and immortal 
cauſe of liberty: And I would make good my profeſſion, my 
Lords, if ever the occaſion ſhould unfortunately require it. 

„In the debate of laſt ſeſſion, relative to the war, I 
fuggeſted that the cauſe originated in a wiſh to interfere in 
the internal government of France. The Sectetary of State 
denied it. I muſt, however, perſevere in my opinion, and 


affirm that the conduct of miniſters has given me a right to 


aſſert that this is the cauſe of the war. X | 
« My Lords, among the atrocious acts which the allies have 
done, is to be clafſed the different conduct which they have 
adopted at difterent periods. ; 
At Toulon, Lord Hood publiſhed a declaration, in which 
de ſtated the object of the Allies to be the reſtoration of the 


conſtitution of 1789. The allies of the Engliſh at the ſame 
moment declared, that the object was to reitore the ancient 


-deſpotiſm. g | 5 
| | IM 9 « When 
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„When Dumourier (who was only the admiration af 
iniſters for a week, on account of his treachery having been 


unfucceſsful) deſerted the republic, he adviſed the Prince of 
Cobourg to iffue a proclamation, promiſing to reſtore the con-: 


ſtitution of 1789, as modified in 1791. Dumouner well 


knew, that the French would not endure a moment the old 
deſpotiſm. Such a proclamation as he adviſed, was publiſhed 
py the Prince of Cobourg; in a week afterwards, however, 
the Prince annulled this proelamation, and ſtated only that it 
was neceſſary to adopt vigorous meaſures againſt the French. 
Next appeared a declaration on the part of England; and 
afterwards a manifeſto from General Wurmſer, in which he 
orders all the deſpotic authorities to be reſtored. Orders 
what a word to freemen! My Lords, had I been a French- 


man, inclined to treat with the allied powers, J ſhould have 


been aſhamed of the numerous acts of duplicity which they 


have committed within the ſhort ſpace of ſix months: And 
yet it is ſtill inſiſted that the views of the allies are perfectly 
conformable» | T +3 
„ My Lords, I condemn the Engliſh declaration, becauſe 
it holds out deluſive hopes: It promiſes protection to all who 
will declare in favour of monarchy. | i 
Let the inhabitants of Straſburgh, who have died by the 
guillotine Let the men of Lyons, who have fallen Let the 
royaliſts of La Vendée, who have been exterminated—and 
the inhabitants of Toulon, who have been abandoned let 
them tell you what protection they have received! |  - 
* My Lords, one of the unfair and uncandid meaſures of 
thoſe who have oppoſed the French, is, that they have magg 
no diſtinftion between the permanent conſtitution and the 
proviſional government of France. The republic is in a ſtate 
of ſiege, and forced to adopt a military form of adminiſtra- 
tion. I will point out the difference between the permanent 
and proviſional government; and it cannot be too much at- 
tended to. DEE | | 

“ Briflot and his party were entruſted with the important 


_ taſk of making a conſtitytion ; They were a long while em- 


ployed on the ſubject; and when they produced their work, 
it was miſerably ill done. 15 5 — 

8 mals important part they included in an appendix, 
which they dared not publiſh. Of the defects of this conſti- 
tution, one of the moſt ſtriking is, that when a miniſter was 
to be choſen, abilities were not to be attended to, but the 
whole peopie was to be polled. When a miniſter was accuſed 


of miſconduct, he was to be tried by a jury; and in the mean- 


time 
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time all the other miniſters were to be ſuſpended, and the 
buſineſs of the nation was to ſtand ſtill. | 

As ſoon, however, as the party called the Montagne came 
into power, they produced a conſtitution in a few weeks, Of 
the effect of this conſtitution, I will afford you a ſtrong proof: 
When the conftitution appeared, the departmental forces were 


marching to overawe Paris, The conſtitution met them on 


the road, and was received with ſuch applauſe that they all 
returned home and laid down their arms. . 
« J will read to you, my Lords, ſeveral extracts from the 
eonſtitution, and you will ſee that the declaration of the Rights 
of Men does not ſanctify the principle of equality of property, 
as has been wickedly repreſented. No, my Lords, the 
declaration ftates, that | 5 1 . 
The people of France, convinced that the forgetfulneſs 
and neglect of the natural rights of man, are the ſole caufes 
of the misfortunes of this world, have reſolved to promulgate 
in a ſolemn declaration, thoſe ſacred and jnalienable rights; 
in order that all citizens, being able to compare at all times, 
the meaſures of government with the end of every ſocial inſti- 
tution, may ever ſuffer themſelves to be oppreſſed and dey 
graded by tyranny. | jy 
* © In order alſo, that the people may never loſe ſight of the 
foundations of their liberty and their happineſs.— the magiſ- 
trate of the rule of his conduct, and the legiſlator of the 
object of his miſſion ; „ 
eln the preſence, therefore, of the Supreme Being, the 
following declaration of the Rights of Men and Citizens is 


mMe : | 
4 2 I. The object of ſociety is the common good. 


Government is inſtituted for the purpoſe of guaranteeing 


to man the enjoyment of his natural and impreſcriptible 
Fights. | th | 
. II. Theſe rights are, 
Equality, 
Liberty, | 
Security of perſons and property.“ | 0 .gf 
« The following 1s the definition of liberty, and a' more 
accurate definition never was given by rhe wiſeſt men of 
any age: | N 
Liberty is that ſacred principle which permits every man 
to do that, which does not injure the rights of another: Its 
principle is nature its rule is juſtice its end public good it 


conſiſts in doing unto others us you world they ſhould do wnto vou. 


Thus the great baſis of the Chriſtian religion is made the fun- 
damental principle of the French conſtitution,” _ 
| | n | | 6 | ; 
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? 


.««'Phe definition of property is, that 


The right of property is, that right which belongs to every | 


citizen to may and diſpoſe of atpleaſure,'goods'and revenues, 
the fruit of labour, and the produce of induſtry. - 5 
« guch is the outline of the French republican conſtitution: 


H it be. fo wicked, that all nations muſt plunge themſelves 


into carnage and havec to deſtroy it, let miniſters ſpeak out 
and tell us ſo. > % ni et ee 6.28 


« I Will now ſtate what the Frenek ſay ich reſpect to 


foreign powers: (G2 Art Aan 0 BH vital 
The French people is the friend and the natural ally of 
every free people. n e ee e e neden en $57 ed 

© It does not interfere in the government of other nations: 
It does not ſuffer other nations to interfere in its on.. 
They do not ſay that Great Britain is not free. No: 
They once ſoined in the Jacobin club the flags of England, 
America, and France, as three nations fit to be un ite. 

This conſfitution thus affords you a guarantee, which may 
induce you to make peace with ſecurity—a guarantee of 
every pariſh in the kingdom: For it was voluntarily and una- 
nimouſly ſubſcribed to by every pariſh in France, as ſoon as 


it was preſented to them. 


It might hence be ſuppoſed that a ſufficient reaſon was 
aſforded to miniſters ro follow the advice given by Lord 
Chatham during the American war.“ It is not,” ſaid that 
great man, * repealing ſcraps of paper and parchments called 
Acts of Parliament, that will produce any advantage: Repeal 
the ill-blood and ill-will that ſubſiſts between this country and 
America!“ ee 5 | £ 

« So do I adviſe the miniſters of the preſent day: Repeal 


the il]-blood and ill-will that ſubſiſts between France and 


England,” and you will then do wiſely and well. 7 

* A noble Duke (Portland), not formerly in the habit of 
ſupporting adminiſtration, and a noble Earl (Carliſle), in- 
veighed, in the debate of Tueſday, againſt the French as 
Atheiſts, My Lords, I can diſprove this charge; but I will 
ürſt ſay, that we have no right to interfere in matters of 
religion. | 1 | | 

„My Lords, I will not pretend to aſſert that there are no 


Atheiſts in France; there certainly are; but atheiſm is not 


the character of the preſent rulers. Robeſpierre, who has 
been within this day or two ſo much viliſied and traduced, 
was lately accuſed in the Jacobin club by a member, of having 
too much religion. | | 


* Atheiſm prevailed in France before the revolution. In 


that kingdom there were three deſcriptions of people; the 
VoL. I. & ariſtocrats 
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ariſtocrats and the clergy, the middling or trading.claſs, and 
the peaſantry ; theſe two latter claſſes, as in malt countries, 
were the true and zealous believers, aid fincerely attached 
to their religion. MAG la. E e 
„The Atheiſts of France were the rank Ariſtocrats, and ſe- 
veral literary men and the ſotemoſt among the clergy. I re- 
member when I was in Frange, twenty years ago, being anxious, 
as a foreigner, ta be preſent at every thing worthy notice, I 
went to a private houſe in Paris where meetings were fre- 
quently held of the firſt literary characters of the times, for 
the ſake of converſation and conteſt. At ſuch meetings a great 
deal of wit and repartee was to be heard, and I was preſent at 
2 curious argument hetween Moni. d'\Alembert and a foreign 
Ambaſſador, the repreſentative of a Sovereign Prince, I don't 
mean the noble Earl near me? (Lord Mansfield). (Lord Manſ- 


field and other Peers ſaid, ff You mean Cerracaoli” J. Earl 


Stanhope ſaid, * My Lords, I named not any perſon, but it 
was the Neapolitan Ambaſſador, The queſtion agitated was, 
whether the exiſtence: of a Divinity ought to be impoſed on 
mankind ? D*Alembert ſaid © he thought it was a fair fraud," 
The Ambaſſador denied it, and maintained that it was too 
groſs an abuſe to be paſſed on the public. At this converſa- 
tion, My Lords, there were preſent many noblemen, ladies 
of diſtinction, and many biſhops, and of the higher clergy, 
wearing their gold croſſes aud their other inſignia, My Lorgs, 
I will ſtate another curious fact in ſupport of my argument 
The Biſhop of Durham roſe to ſpeak to order, His Lordſhip 
ſaid, that in common with the reſt of the Houſe he had liſtened 
with great patience to hear the noble Earls farrago, which, 
although it might have been proper for the place, if the noble 


Earl had enjoyed the honour of a ſeat in the Club of Jacobins 


at Paris, certainly was by no means conſiſtent with the de- 
cency and decorum uſually preſerved in that Houſe, where 
ſome regard was paid to religion. He truſted, therefore, as the 
greater part of the noble Earl's ſpeech did not apply to the 
motion with which it was generally underſtood; he meant to 
conclude, the Houſe would join with him in expreſſing a wiſh 
that the noble Lord would forbear from diſcuſſing topics too 
ſerious in themſelves to be treated with levity, in any place, 
much more in a dignified and auguſt aſſembly, ſuch as that 
was in which he had the honour to addreſs their Lordſhips at 
| that moment. With regard to the permanent conſtitution, of 

which the noble Earl” had ſpoken in terms of eulogium, the 
leading members of the Jacobin club would have had very lit- 

tle policy, if they had not held out to the people a form of 
conſtitution plauſible in itſelf, but calculated rather to . 
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the million and cover their own meaſures; than intended by 


rhoſe who framed it, ever tò take place, or be carried into 
execute e e, en e #544 
The Earl of Abingdon reminded their Lordſhips that the 
noble Earl had told them in the courſe of his fpeech, that he 
wiſhed to be hanged.” Let the Houſe but give the noble Earl 
rope enough, and he had no doubt but he would hang himſelf. 
Earl Stanhope roſe again, and ſaid, as the learned Prelate 
had thought proper to call him to order, he. vught to have 
ſhewn in what particular he had been diſorderly; In ſact he 
had not been out of order in the ſmalleſt degree; but it was 
a little extraordinary, that the Honorable and learned Prelate 
ſhould have charged him with having advanced arguments that 
did not apply to his motion, before he had inſinuated what his 
motion would be. He would; however, proceed with his 
ſpeech, and ſtate that curious fact he was about to mention; 
when he had been interrupted. Among the ſtores taken in 
La Vendee—f Here there tvas d general exclamation o, diſguſt } 
My Lords, ſaid the Earl, I am not defending atheiſm, or 
juſtifying the fact that I have related: I ſay it was infamous, 
revolting to decency, and ſcandalous in the higheft degree. I 


am myſelf a friend to religion, and I countenance no abuſe of 
it; but; My Lords, I will proceed to the other fact I was about 


to ſtate—( The expreſſion of diſeutft being reiterated ), his Lord- 


_ ſhip ſaid, My Lords, I will torego my purpoſe, though it was 


the mere ſtatement of a matter of fact; but it is enough for 
me at any time to forbear what I was about to ſay, when I 
underſtand that the Houſe does not like it. | 

„As the ſubject is diſagreeable to your Lordfhips, I 
am ſure I will not preſs it; but as the French had been 
accuſed of atheiſm), I conceived it to be perfectly relevant 
to prove that atheiſm was encouraged by the old Fee e 
and not by the new One event, however, I will ſtate, and in 
that I will be as tough as the Biſhop. This event occurred in 


His Lordſhip was correctly right that he was not diſorderly ; but ſurely 
the Biſhop was not only defenſible, but laudable on a till ſtronger ground 
than a mere matter of form, In times like the preſent it is highly neceſſary 
to watch over every expreſſion, tending by 41s effect to Jefſen the reverence 
for religion, the main prop of all ſubordination and order, in every civi- 


lized-country; and the higher the aſſembly in which the expreſſion eſcapes, 


the more is it to'be guarded againſt, The feelings of the Houſe on the 


occaſion beſt ſpoke the impreſſion of a tale, ſhocking to a Chriſtian audi- 


tory, even though avowedly told with a view to prove that the atheiſm and 
the moral deprayity of the nobles and higher orders in France, during the 
exiſtence af the monarchy, had paved the way to that dreadful ſcene in daily 
repreſentation,” which every Eugliſhman is almoſt compelled to look at, 


horror and deteſtation. 
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J. 

the Jacobin club, in which one member having declared, that w 
he believed in God, there was great applauſe, and all the mem- c. 
bens roſe up at once and made a fimilar declaration. m 
4 A few words I with to fay with reſpec to the conduct of te 
this country to neutral powers. 'T'o one (Naples) England th 
| fays, You may withdraw: from your neutrality, and receive ce 
fill the protection of the allied powers: While to another the NM 
fays, You thall- not ſecede ſrom the combination} ww 
My Lords,-I have trefpaſſed on your time too long—T at 
therefore ſhall conelude, by moving, £11607 1200 77, Bhai" th 
That an humble Addreſs be prefented to his Majeſty; B. 
humbly to repreſent to his Majeſty, that the French nation has. th 
expreſsly recognized this ſacred principle, Fhat no country of 
poſſeſſes the right to interfere with another independent nation; to 
to ſtate to his Majeſty, that in the 118th and 119th articles of tr) 
the Conititution, thep have. declared, that the French, people D 
is the friend: and natural ally of every free people, and that it fe, 
does not interfere in the government of other nations—humbjy pr 
therefore to beſeech his Majeſty, in his equity and juſtice, to 1 
ACKNOWLEDGE THE FRENEH REPUBLIC, and thereby lay — 
the foundation of a fpeedy reconciliation and a permanent de 
peace.” | | 2 | Akte the 
My Lords, do the thing that is right and juſt, and leave ex] 
the reſt to God.? | | 2 1 J 0 co 
Nie Earl of Abingdon faid, that if the noble Lord's motion blc 
had been, that the preſent republican anarchy” of France was the 
the beſt and fitteſt government for the blood-thirſty robbers In 
and impious murderers of that country, and that we, acknow- we 
ledging this, ſhould bind ourſelves to keep them in that ſtate, to 
as the one beſt adapted for ſuch a race of monſters, and not fio1 
ſuffer them to have a- monarchical, or any better fonm of go- Inc 
vernment whatever, he would, with heart-felt pleaſure and Cit] 
fatisfaction, ſecond the nobie Lord's. motion; but the motion b 
being what it was, imhis. opinion, the beſt argument againſt it a v 
was that which it had already received, viz. a good loud horſc- Ro 
laugh 55 tis e e pri 
Ford Darley ſaid, he had' wiſhed to have ſtated his ſenti- we! 
ments on the preſent criſis of affairs; hen the Addreſs to his for 
Majeſty, on his moſt gracious fpeeeh. from the Throne, was wh 
moved and under conſideration 3: — as the time of the Houſe to 
had been oceupied by hearing other Lors deliver their opinions but 
in ſupport of the Addreſs, with more abilities and more elo- far) 
quence than he could pretend to, he had forborn offering him- the 
elf to their Lordfhips attention, as when he had an opportunity the: 
of doing [8, he perceived the Houſe to be too much exhauſted mer 


aud ſatigued to {iſten to any arguments: which ho might have 
5 1 | nh: withes 


to what he conſidered not merely as t 
but of all Europe, was ſo evidently and ſo indiſpenſably necef- 
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wiſhed to ſtate. He would content Rimſelf on tlie preſent ocs 
caſion with making a few obſervatwhs, both relative to the 
motion of the noble Earl made that day, and to the general 
topic reſpecting the prsſeeution of the war. His Lordihip 
then, in ſtrong and expreſſive terms, aſſigned his reaſons ſor 
concurring, as he lrad done by his vote, in the Addreſs to his 
Majeſty prefented'the preceding day. He / maintained that it 
was impoſſible for the King's miniſters to attempt a negotiation 
at preſent, without ſullying the national honour, and violating 
that good faith to her allies that hac ever characterized Great 
Britain. He ſaid, he could not but condemn the motion of 
the noble Earl; he ſhould ſhudder, if he ſuppoſed the miniſtry 
of this country would ever treat with thoſe, whoſe deſign it was 
to deſtroy the laws, the liberty, the happineſs of every coun- 
try, and the Chriſtian religion. He agreed with the noble 
Duke (Portland) that the war. was defenſive ;, he gloried in 
fecing the noble Duke adding luſtre to his numerous amiable 
private virtues, dy this ſupport to miniſtry, at preſent fo ma- 
terial for the preſervation of the country. Fhe noble Earl, he 
obſerved, had told their Lordſhips, that the French had won- 
derful reſources; he agreed with the noble Earl ; but ſo muck 
the greater their reſources, ſo much the greater danger we muſt 
expect from their honourable intentions. He ſaid he loved his 
country; no man wiſhed for peace more; but to treat with the 
blood-thirſty, would be imprudent. So far did he differ with 
the noble Earl on the ſubject, and ſo convinced was he of the 
incxpediency and impolicy of the motion, that if the French 
were deſirous to make peace with Great Britain at the preſent, 


do reſtore all their acquiſitions, and to put his Majeſty in poſſef- 


ſion of their territories in the Laſt, and their iſlands in the WeT 


Indies, as the price of peace, the miniſter who ſhould propoſe 


either to treat for or accept it, would deſerve to loſe. his head. 
The Earl of Warwick gave his opinion ſtrongly in. favour of 
a vigorous proſecution of the war, and expreſſed ſame degree 
of ſurpriſe that a noble Earl, with whofe amiable character in 
private life, and with whoſe many perſonal virtues. he was io 


well acquainted, could have prevailed upon himſelf to bring 


forward ſo extraordinary a motion at ſuch a momentous criſis, 
when every appearance of eee and cordial attachment 
e cauſe of Great Britain, 


fary. His Lorup romplimented mmiſters on the conduct 
they had purſued, thought it 'entirted them to the praiſe of 
their fellow-ſubjeCts, amd could not help repeating his aſtoniſh- 
ment that a noble Eart of fuch known purity of mind, ſhoutd 
have acted the part the noble Earl had «done that day. The 


French, 
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French, his Lordſhip obſerved, did not deſerve to be acknow- 


ledged as republicans, becauſe their conduct had ſhewn that 
they had no pretenſions to that character. In their mad career, 
there was no law, human or divine, that had not been openly 


violated ; and they muſt have convinced every rational matt that 


T peace with them could neither be permanent nor ſecure. 
The great maſs of people in this country had ſhewn themſelves 
ſteadily attached to the Conſtitution, and loyal to their King; 
and the army and navy had diſplayed the fame ſteadineſs to 
reſiſt every effort to ſeduce them from their duty. Under theſe 
circumſtances, all the vigour of the country ſhould be called 


into action; and little doubt, he thought, would be entertain- 
ed of our being ultimately ſuccefsful, | | 


The queſtion was put on Earl Stanhopc's motion, and ne- 
tived without a diviſion. | 415 
Adjourned to Tueſday, Jan. 29. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Moxpar, January 23%, 


Several private petitions were preſented, and ordered to 
he on the table. 27 | 


Mr. Huſſey preſented a petition from the Woolcombers of 


the City of New Sarum; it ſtated, that,, in conſequence of 
the introduction of a machine, by which the work of thirty 
men could be performed by one, many Woolcombers were 
reduced to great diſtreſs from want of employment in their 
buſineſs, and prayed relief. Read, and ordered to he on the 
table. | 
Mr. Baring preſented a | 
combers of the City of Exeter. | 54 . 
Mr. Raſe preſented a petition from the Inhabitants of the 
Borough of Seaforth, complaining of the undue election of a 
Member to ſerve in Parliament for the ſaid Borough; and on 
his motion, the matter of the petition was appointed to be 
taken into conſideration on Monday the 10th of March. 
8 ME. HASTINGS'S/ TN... 
Mr. Burke moved the ſame liſt of Managers as had been 
appointed heretofore for conducting the Impeachment ; and 
alſo that Mr. Speaker do attend in his place, at ten o'clock on 
the morning of Thurſday, the 13th of February, to receive 
a meſſage from the Lords, and proceed to Weſtminſter Hall, 


whatever may be the number of Members preſent ; which 


motions were agreed to. F 


imilar petition from the Wool - 
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Mr. Wigley gave notice, that on the ſame. day he would 
move that a meſſage be ſent to the Lords, requeſting them tg 
proceed de die in diem, till the trial ſhould be concluded. 0 = 
7 AMERICAN INTERCOPRSE, 

On the motion of Mr. Dudley Rider, the American Inter- 
courſe Acts were + "aa to be taken into conſideration on 
Wedneſday the 2gth. PTT 85 
e e __— 
Mr. Hobart brought up the Report of the Committee of 
Supply, which was read, and agreed to zem. con. ks 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, “ That an humble 


Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, praying that he would 


direct the proper officers to lay before the Houſe, Accounts of 
the Ordinarics and Extragrdinaxies of the Navy and Army for 
the preſent ycar.”” Agreed to, and ſuch Members as were of 
the Privy Council deſired to preſent the ſame, | 

CONDUCT OF THE COURTS OF CRIMINAL LAW OF SCOTLAND» 
Mr. Ada obſerved, that it Was neceſſary for him to ſay a 
few words on a ſubject, of which he had given notice in the 
laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, as he felt it neceſſary to make ſome 


alteration in the form of the motion which he had intended to, 


make, The Houſe would recollect, that in the laſt ſeſſion, 
near the coneluſion of it, he gave notice that, early in this, 
he ſhould bring forward a motion relative to the criminal law 
of Scotland, under a committee of the whole Houſe, on courts 
of juſtice, or under ſome ſuch form, for the purpoſe of aſſimi- 
lating the criminal law of Scotland to the criminal law of 
England. He had been induced to do ſo in the laſt ſeſſion 
from the decifion in the Houſe of Lords, then recent, that no 
appeal ſhall be had to them from the deciſion of the Court of 
Juſticiary in criminal caſes, Since that period certain trials 
in Scotland had taken place, that made the ſubject ſtill more 
neceſſary to be diſcuſſed, and made it adviſcable, as he thought, 
for him to bring the queſtion forward in a different form from 
that in which he intended originally to introduce it: At that 
time his intention was to move for leave to bring in one bill to 
1 5 an appeal from the criminal courts of Scotland to the 
Houſe of Lords, in like manner as at this time obtained from 
the different courts in England, and to put the criminal laws, 
with regard to appeal, upon the ſame footing in both coun- 
tries. He meant alſo to provide in the ſame bill, that crimes 
and miſdemeanours affecting the ſtate ſhould be put on the 
ſame footing in both countries; that a grand jury ſhould be 
had in Scotland in the ſame caſes as in England ; to put the 
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 witnefles were examined in both countries, 


it was by no means improbable, if” nobody elle ſhould do it, 


what had happened; for moiſt unqueſtionably the public 


fore it was, that in giving notice, he entered ſo fully into the 


inſtruction he ſhould move to be given to the Committee, he 
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power of the Lord Advocate in Scotland on the ſame footin 

25 the office of the Attorney General of England; and luck 
as had for their object the introduction of petit juries in the 
inferior courts of criminal juriſdiction, and the regulation of 
the puniſhments for contempt, and of the method in which 


All of theſe things he intended to have been included in one 
bill; but the late judgments of the Court of Juſticiary in Scot. 
Jand had made it neceſſary for him in ſome meaſure to alter his 
plan of proceeding. He would ftate the nature of the motion 
which at preſent he intended to bring forward. He ſhould bring 
forward two diſtinct bills: The one relative to the queſtion 
of appeal from the deciſion of the Court of Juſticiary in 
Scotland; the other for aſſimilating the Criminal Law of the 
two countries. For that purpoſe, he ſhould move for 2 
Committee of the whole Houle, in the nature of a Committee 
on Courts of Juſtice. But though he ſhould bring the ſubject 
forward in that form; yet, in the courſe of agitating the bim, 


that he might move the Houſe, That it might be an inſtruc- 
tion to the Committee to inſert a clauſe, giving the right of 
appeal expreſly in all criminal caſes that have happened in the 
courts of Scotland in the year 1793, in order that it might be 
determined whether the late deciſions of that court, in ſome 
recent caſes, were conſiſtent with Jaw or not; and next, if 
the unfortunate perſons who are now ſuffering under the 
judgment of the Court of Juſticiary thought themſelves ag- 
grieved, ſuch, for inſtance, as Mr. Muir and Mr, Palmer, 
and others, it would give them an opportunity, if they fhould 
think fit, to bring the matter upon whigh the whole of their 
caſe turned before the Lords, for a full diſcuſſion and final 
determination. This appeared to him highly neceſſary after 


mind was agitated upon this ſubjeQ, and therefore it ought to 
be diſcuſſed; and there would. be no mode, in his opinion, fo 
proper as that which he had preſumed to propoſe ; and there- 


ſubject, as well alſo as that he might not be accuſed, when 
the diſcuſſion came on, of going beyond the bill of which he 
had already given notice. Having ſtated the nature of the 


ſaid, he was then ready to make the motion of leave to bring in 
the bill, or, if the Honourable Gentlemen on the other fide of 
the Houſe thought proper, he would give notice, &c. of the 
day on which the motion ſhould be made, and the Wy 
might be debated or the bill brought in, and the . 

| | | mig * 
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might be reſeryed for the time of his moving for an inſtruc-- 
tion to the Committee of the Houſe to admit the clauſe for. 
appeal, in all criminal cafes determined in the Courts of Scot- 
land in the yr 1793. The ſubſtance of the firſt motion 
was, that “ leave be given to bring in a bill to give appeal in 
criminal cafes from the Courts of Scotland to the Houſe of 
Lords, in matter of law.“ f „ 5 
Ari Secretary Dundas admitted, that the matter and pro- 
poſition had been clearly and candidly ſtated by the Learned 
fad Honourable Gentleman. He ſaid he ſhould not argue, 
the matter then, as he underſtood a future time would be ap- 
pointed for the diſcuſſion of it. It had been obſerved that a 
certain queſtion, ariſing out of a late judgment given in the 
northern part of this kingdom, had agitated the public mind; 
wheneyer that queſtion ſhould be brought forward, he ſhould 
be ready to take a part in the diſcuſſion. With regard to the 
ſentences paſfed by the High Court of Juſticiary, he was 
ready then or at any time to maintain their legality, and 
wand throw ſuch light upon the ſubject, as ſhould render 
that point as evident as poſſible to the Houſe. But he did not 
chooſe to ſuffer this ſtage of the buſineſs to paſs without ſay- 
ing that the ſentences alluded to were completely founded in 
law, and that every information to the contrary was entirely 
without foundation. | $ 
Mr. Fox ſaid, he knew not what light the Right Hon. 
Gentleman might be able to throw on the ſubject, but he 
ſhould have imagined that there could not be much objection 
to the mode of proceeding propoſed by his Hon. Friend. 
The bringing in [ bill was to bring the ſubject forward for 
diſcuſſion. The clauſes in it, or . whole tenour of the 
bill, might or might not, pon due inveſtigation, be deemed 
to be proper. The bill itſelf muſt ſtand or fall on its own, 
merits. The fentence of the Court of Juſticiary might or. 
might not be legal, might be judicious or otherwiſe. 'Theſe 
were queſtions which were independent of the legality of the 
ſentence upon which the debate upon the motion for ſpecial 
inſtrution to the Committee might ariſe, or might be in- 
tended to be moved for, and would come properly and regue 
larly before the Houſe to be examined. It. was poſſible, for 
inſtance, that thoſe who might think theſe Judgments per- 
fectly legal, might yet think the ſubject proper for a bill. 
There might be thoſe who thought, that although the criminal 
law is not, yet it ought to be, the ſame in the northern as in 
the ſouthern part £ the kingdom. Whatever might be the 
legality of theſe judgments, of this he was ſure, that thoſe 
who had any reſpect Pr the law of England, and wiſhed to ſee 
Vol., L V it 
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it reſpected by the public, could not wiſh to argue theſe pointy 
ſeparately, arid without reference to each ons. 
Te Chancellor of the Exchequer aid, he differed from the 
Right Hon. Gentleman upon the latter part of his obſerva- 
tion; for he thought the diſtinct points to which he alluded 
ſhould be argued feparately, as thoſe could join in any. part of 
the bill. for altering the law, who had no doubt of the legality 
of the late judgments, if the alteration were not to proceed 
upon the ground of an admiſſion of ſuch illegality. He 
wiſhed to meet the Cciſcuſſion upon the nature of the propoſed 
alteration of the law, and the queſtion of legality of the 
judgments alluded to, ſeverally upon their diſtinct and ſepa- 
rate ments. 14 e eee e 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he would decline entering into any dif- 
cuſſion of the queſtion of legality at preſent; that queſtion, 
might perhaps turn out to be unneceſſary, for pollibly if the 
hw was found to be ſo now, they might be able to prove that 
the law ought not any longer to continue ſo. He could not, 
however, help expreſſing a hope that the unfortunate gen- 
tlemen who were now ſuffering the judgment (ſuch as it 
was) of the Court of Scotland, would not be put into a 
ſituation to deprive them of the benefit of the diſpoſition of 
- Houſe, if it ſhould happen to turn out in favour of 
em. 5 | | 
Mir. Secretary Dundas ſaid, the Houſe ſhould entertain no 
ſuch confidence againſt the regular courſe of law. 
Mr. Adam, in explanation of what he intended to more, 
| briefly ſtated, that he had endeavoured to make it clearly un- 
derſtood, that his intention was, upon bringing in the bill 
for an Appeal, not to diſcuſs the queſtion at all reſpecting the 
late trials; but to confine himſelf ſtrictly to the general queſ- 
tion of the propriety or impropriety of giving an Appeal. 
The proper time for diſcuſſing the trials alluded to, would, in 
his opinion, be when the inſtruction to the Committee was 
moved, to give the bill a retroſpect to the year 1793. 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, there ought to be nothing done by 
ſurpriſe on either fide in this buſineſs. The only proper way 
would be, for his Honourable Friend, after the ſecond 'read- 
ing of the bill, and before the commitment, to move for the 
inſtruction to the Committee, than which nothing dould be 
more regular. | | | | £5 0 
Mr. Anſtruther objected to this mode of proceeding what- 
ever his Honourable Friend intended to move, he would do it 
at his own option, he would do it to-day or to-morrow, or 
any other time. If the ſentence were ſuch as ought not to 
have been, and could not legally be paſſed, they ſhould move 
; ; whatever 
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whatever they plgaſed upon it, and when they pleaſed; but a 
notice of this kind ought not to haye produced ſo many ob- 
ſervations. He was glad, however, that the whole matter 
was to be debated in the Houſe, of Commons; as it was more 
regular than any other mode of proceeding would be. No- 
thing, in his opinion, could be more clear — the legality of 
the -ſentences in queſtion. But ſome perſons, upon what 
ground he could not tell, had ſcattered abroad whiſpers, and 
had alleged many things that, from the ſhape they appeared 
in, would not admit of combat, and could not fairly be dif- 
cuſſed, He had no doubt but that the whole conduct of the 
Court of Juſticiary would appear to be completely legal. _ 
Mr. Fox ſaid, he did not underſtand what the learned 
Gentleman meant by whiſpers ; the ſubject had been loudly 
ipoken of, and he knew nothing of any whiſpers upon that or 
any other ſubject, connected with his duty as a member of 
that Houſe. He did not pretend to be infallible, but he felt 
no difficulty in ſaying, that, as far as he had means of in- 
jormation and of knowledge, he believed the ſentences al- 
juded to, to be illegal; but he was not quite ſure he wag 
right, But he had little difficulty in ſaying, that prima facie 
theſe ſentences were illegal, unjuſt, and ſevere. He had ſti 

leſs difficulty in ſaying, that if the Court of Juſticiary in 
Scotland had the diſcretion by Jaw to give the judgment they 
had given, and if it was even prudent to pronounce it at the 
time it was pronounced (though by the way he did not think 
any thing like it), yet in his mind, there could be no reſpect 
for the Iaws of England in thoſe who had the care of the exe- 
cutive government, if they put ſuch judgment into execution. 
He knew not what to think of the confidence of thoſe who 


choſe to execute'a' ſentence, upon the legality of which there 


was a doubt, upon the ſeverity of which there poſſibly exiſted 
but one' opinion, and all this, by way of anticipation of the 
deciſion of Parliament, for that would be the effect of putting 
thoſe Judgments in force, before the determination of Parlia- 


ment could'be had He had too much reliance on the can- 


dour of the Right Hon.' Gentleman (Mr. Dundas), to whoſe 
care the executive part of this proceeding chiefly belonged ; 
he had too high an opinion of his good ſenſe, his knowledge 
of propriety, his ſenſe of humanity, and his love of juſtice, ro 
ſuppoſe that he would place theſe unhappy perſons in ſuch a 


uſe to them. - | | 8.0 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer pointed out; the only re- 

gular and proper mode of obtaining a ſuſpenſion of any 

ſentenge of a criminal court of juſtice, viz. by humble petitio 
=; A to 


ſituation that the determination of Parliament might be of no 
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to his Majeſty as the fountain-head of mercy, ſtating the 
grounds of ſuch prayer in ſuch terms as the nature of the f 
etitioner's caſe ſhould render moſt likely to prove impreſſive. t 
e contended for the legality of the judgments of the Court 
of Juſticiary, and urged the propriety of his Majeſty's miniſters ) 
doing their duty and putting the judgments in force, and not 
yielding to any ſuggeſtions of illegality or mpropriety—unti} P 
ſomething better than bare aſſertion was brought againſt them. tl 
He could not therefore promiſe one hour's delay of the ex- th 
ecution of the fentence, much leſs for a time unlimited, but the | ne 
Hon. and Learned Gentleman had named no day for bringing 
in his intended bill. 1 . 5 1 
Mr. Taylor faid he was in Edinburgh the day after the ſen- 
tence of tranſportation had been pronounced againſt Mr. Muir; 
that he converſed with ſeveral Gentlemen acquainted with the 
laws of that country, who informed him that the fentence was 
illegal; the authority of one of them (Mr. H. Erſkine) he 
would depend upon as ſoon as that of any Gentleman on 
the other ſide of the Houſe, who had declared in ſuch ſtrong 
terms the ſentence to be legal; and of his opinion Mr. Taylor 
declared himſelf to be. | = ö 1 5 
The SPEAKER begged leave to obſerve, that there was no 
queſtion before them, and that he had permitted the conver- 
fation to proceed too far already on a mere notice. rs 
Mr. Adam then gave notice of his motion for leave to bring 
in this Bill on Tueſday ſe'nnight. | Po RY. 


MESSAGE FROM THE KING. 


Mr. Secretary Dundas brought up a meſſage from his Ma- 
jeſty, informing the Houſe that a corps of Heſſian troops hav- 
ing been employed in his ſervice, and having been brought to 
the coaſt off the Iſle of Wight, to prevent the ſickneſs of theſe 

men on board the tranſports, his Majeſty had given orders, 
_ they ſhould be quartered in the Ifle of Wight and its w- 
nage. | | 1 65 | | 
= Addreſs of the Thanks of the Houſe was upon the mo- 
tion of Mr. Secretary Dundas, voted to his Majeſty for his 
gracious communication. . . 

Mr. Sheridan aſked if this body of Heſſian troops was that 
under the command of Lord Moira? . 

He was told they were, by the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

| | | JOBS. | pooh 

Mr. Sheridan gave notice, that he ſhould on Wedneſday 
move for certain Papers relative to the expences ineurred by 
the creation of a variety of New Offices, which the people 

without doors indecently called Zobs, "FP * 
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The SPEAKER. obſerved; that na publie- buſineſs cohld 
properly come forward on Wedneldiyy hut what "concerned 
the Supply. 4 e ie ici oR 

Mr. Sheridan ſaid; he did. mot conceive that the Papets be 
ſhould move for could be-refaſeg.”: - 

The Chancellor of the | Exchequer civiſhed. to —.— what: the 
Papers were to which he alluded; I-for from the manner in which 


the Hon. Gentleman atked for the, . be did not know what 


they were, or whether he)\ ought. tom reſiſt he motion or 


nes. 1 5 1 911 Nas „41 25213 
Mr. Steridaw ſaid the had not quite made up :his mind as to 
all the Papers he ſhould call fo. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer able; that the Hon. 


Member had Na an . e 80 but did not know to 


vhat . „ 

Ar. Sberidan ſaid, he was ſorry: to ſee the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman ſo ſove upon the occaſion: The places he alluded to 
were Counſetto the Board of Control, which he had no doubt 
but the Right Hon. Gentleman would convince the Houſe 
and the Public was neceſſary, and no ob; the appointment on 
the Staff at Toulon, and on the Staff for the projected expe- 
dition under Lord Moira; the accounts af the expences in- 
curred by theſe appointments were what he called for, which 
he could not think would be refuſed, as they would be all made 
to appear, not only uſeful, but neceſſary. 

After ſome further converſation the Motion was fred for 
the next.day. TM 

ARS: 


Hos OF LORDS. | 
'TorsDar, January 28. 


The buſineſs relative'to the hearing of Appeals was ſettled, 
and the Cauſe-days fixed. 

SENTENCE OF. THE COURT OF JUSTICIARY,. IN THE Casrs or 
MR. MUIR, MR. PALMER, &c. 

Earl Stanhope with great ſeriouſneſs obſerved, that whenever 
any matter which reſpected the judicature of Great Britain 
and the due adminiſtration of juſtice became the ſubject of 
public obſervation and comment, and whenever it was thought 
the laws had not been juſtly adminiſtered, he deemed it his 
duty, as a member of 15 legiſlature, to bring that ſubject 
under the conſideration of their Lordſhips. He ſhould, 
therefore, without any further preface, move, ce That all the 
Lords be ſummoned for Friday next.“ | | 
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The Lord Chancellor faid,' in conformity to the uſual and 
regular mode of proceeding, it-would be E the noble 
Earl to declare what was the ſubject of his intended motion, 
as without that intimation their Lordſhips would be particularly 
ordered to afſemble for an indefinite purpoſe. © | 
Earl Stanhope replied, that in order to comply with the learn- 
ed Lord's idea, he would ſtate, that what he had to ſubmit to 
the conſideration of the Houſe, was a Motion on the ſubject 
of the ſentence of tranſportation, lately paſſed on Meſſrs. 
Muir and Palmer, whoſe caſe he meant to bring before their 
Lordſhips; and if the learned Lord did not think this expla- 
nation ſufficient, he was then ready to enter into the merits of 
his intended motion. | 
+ Lord Lauderdale preſſed his noble Friend not to purſue this 
motion, as it might tend to injure the progreſs and effect of a 
proceeding already inſtituted with great ſolemnity in another 
Houſe, with a view to the fame object. He begged his noble 
Friend, at leaſt, to-poſtpone it, until the fate of what was now 
depending in another Houſe was determined. | + OT 


Earl Stanhope ſaid, his motion would net interfere with what 


was going forward elſewhere. It went merely to precure 
the ſuſpenſion of the ſentence of tranſportation of thoſe two 
Gentlemen until their caſe had been argued before the Houſe, 
which his Lordſhip conſidered as the proper place for the diſ- 
_ cuſſion of all matters relating to the criminal judicature of the 
kingdom. JJJJVVVVVCC0CCCCC00T00T TI FL 0 
The Lord Chancellor put the queſtion, that the Lords be 
ſummoned for Friday, which was carried, and then their Lord- 
thips adjourned to next day. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
TUESDAY, January 28. 


The Navy, Army, Ordnance, and other eſtimates ordered, 
were laid before the Houſe. | 

Mr. Grey obſerved that the eſtimates of the extraordinaries 
of the army were of conſiderable importance, and that it 
would be proper to have them printed, as was ufually done at 
the latter part of the American war, for that they could not 
well be peruſed by members at the table. On the ſuggeſtion 
of the Secretary at War, he agreed to poſtpone his motion 

upon that ſubject till the next day. | 5 
The Houf:, in a Committee, paſſed a reſolution on the 
American Intercourſe Bill, received the report, and gave leave 
to bring in a bill for continuing the law now in force, for re- 
4 5 N 1 gulating 
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gulating the trade between his Majeſty's ſubjects, and the in- 


habitants of the United States of America. e 
Mr. Rye moved for an aceount of the money granted tp. 


his Majeſty by loan on Exchequer bills for the ſervice of the 


year 1793.—Ordered. I 
e SLAVE TRADE. 


Mr. Wilberforce gave notice, that on Friday the qth ef 


February next, he would mave for leave to bring in a bill for 
aboliſhing the trade carried on from the coaſt of Africa to Bri- 
tiſh ſettlements in the Welt Indies. : 

| HESSIAN TROOPS, 


Mr. Grey ſaid, what he was about to mention . poſ- 


ſibly have been deemed more regularly introduced, if he had 
ſtated it on the day that his Majeſty's meſſage was brought up; 
but he conſidered it to be a fubject of the utmoſt importance, 
and therefore he conceived, the agitation of it could never be 
deemed irregular. What he alluded to was the introduction of 
foreign troops into Great Britain. He deſired to call on the 
miniſter for an explanation of the landing of the Heſſian 
troops, of which the Houſe had an account by a recent meſ- 
ſage from the King. He knew there was a precedent, or ſome+ 
thing like one, in the year 1784, but it did not amount to the 
circumſtances of the preſent caſe, and there ought to be ſome 


reaſon aſſigned for this ſtep. On the cloſe. of the laſt war, 


in 1784, a body of Heſſians were landed in this country, in 
their way from America to the continent. But then the ne- 


ceſſity for their landing aroſe from the impoſſibility of their 


proceeding directly home, on account of the rivers along 
which they were to paſs having been frozen. At preſent, he 
could not but obſerve, that neither the amount of the numbers 
of Heſſians ſo imported, the object of their deſtination, nor. 
the time it was expected during which they were to remain 
our gueſts, have been ſpecified; points upon which he had 
no doubt, explanation would render univerſal fatisfaction. 

De Chancelbr of the Exchequer agreed that the precedent 
in the year 1784 did not amount in circumſtances to the pre- 
ent de being a time of proſound peace, and this a time 
of war. If the Hon. Gentleman had any ſpecific motion to make 
upon the ſubject, he would be ſo good as to give notice of it. 
As far as he could do ſo conſiſtently with his duty, he had, how- 
ever, no difinclination to explain, for the ſatisfaction of the 
Houſe upon this ſubject. It was ſtated in his Majeſty's meſ- 
ſage to the Houſe that they were ſtationed, where they now 


are, for the purpoſes of convenience to the troops; what were 
a | | to 
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to be their military operations for the-ſupport of-his Majeſty's 


government hereafter, was not fit matter for diſeuſſion in that 


place. The place where they now were, was thought by his 


Majeſty's ſervants, the moſt convenient for their rendez vous. 


How long they ſhould ſtay there was not fit for him to ſtate, 
for the reaſon he had already aſſigned. With regard to the 
number of them, that he could not ſtate, for no regular ac- 


count had as yet been made out, and they were not all ar- 


rived. , But he muſt repeat, that the precedent, as alluded 
to, in time of profound peace, could not be fairly applied to 
the preſent caſe. | 

Mr. Fox obſerved, that conſiderable difficulty and embar- 
raſſment would be thrown in-the way of the buſineſs of the 


Houſe, if, when a member delired an explanation of any. 
particular thing, he was called on to give ſpecific notice of a 


ſpecific motion; and then, when a ſpecific motion ſhould: be 
made, he was to be told that ſuch a motion was unneceſſary, 
for that if he had only aſked for an explanation, he might 
have had it without a motion. Such a practice was growing 
too much into ,uſe; it was a very improper one, neither very 


reſpectful for the dignity of the Houſe, nor very conducive to 


the convenience of it. With reſpect to the preſent buſineſs, 


fome might be of opinion that the King might bring into 


this country a. ſoreign force to any amount, without the pre- 
vious and _— conſent of Parliament, and that it was ne- 
ceſſary only for his Majeſty to ſend a ſubſequent meſſage to 
that Houſe—he owned for his part that he wanted informa- 
tion upon that ſubject. He thought, from the nature of the 
meſſage the preceding day, ſomething like a doubt was enter- 
tained of that power, and that his Majeſty's miniſters inform- 
ed the Houſe in conſequence of that doubt. If ſo, the Houſe 
_ ought to examine the ſubject a little more cloſely ; for there 
was nothing that would juſtify alarm more than the extenſive 
exerciſe of ſuch a prerogative, On the former occaſion a bill 
for the ſpecial purpoſe had been thought neceſſary; and that 
this was a time of war, did not in his opinion ſet aſide the ne- 
ceſſity of an explanation. | | 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid in reply, that whether 


the meaſure was right or wrong, he was not now to contend 


as that point would probably be hereafter diſcuſſed, . At pre- 


ſent it was enough, if what had been done was to be found 
in former proceedings. Then, as now, notification of the fact 
had been given to the Houſe, and an immediate vote of thanks 
to his Majeſty for the communication had been made. With 


reſpect to the bill brought in on the former oscaſion, that 
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was merely for the purpoſe of billeting the men, and would 


not have been adopted if that meaſure had not been neceſſary, 
Nor would ſuch a precedent be followed on the preſent, unleſs 
a ſimilar neceſſity thould render it expedient, | 


| ACCOUNTS OF SALARIES. 
Mr. Sheridan roſe, in purſuance of a notice he gave yeſ- 


terday, and in compliance with the impatience which the 


Chancellor of the Exchequer manifeſted, or ſeemed to 


manifeſt, to make his motion; upon which, he apprehended 
there could be no diſcuſſion, ſince from the temper of the 
Right Honourable Gentleman, ſuch as it appeared when the 
notice was given, he could ſcarcely avoid agreeing to what 
would be moved that day. For, as it was the firſt duty of 
that Houſe to inquire into the application of the public mo- 
ney, ſo it was the intereſt of every miniſter, ſuppoſing bim 
to be fair in his conduct, and clear in his accounts, to coun» 
tenance the inquiry; and at no time in the hiſtory of this 
country was inquiry, in his opinion, more neceflary than at 
preſent. We had heard in the Speech of the Sovereign, in- 
formation of the moſt important nature, information deeply 
intereſting to the people of Great Britain. Very ſoon the 


Chancellor of the Exchequer would have to bring forward 
his budget: That would be an awful and a trying day; 


He feared it would then appear that the ſurplus of revenue 
which had been ſo much boaſted of, and the ication of 
it for the reduction of our debt, whatever be the merit of 
the plan, would all and at once be ſwept away, and with it 
would vaniſh that pleaſing proſpect of alleviating the hardſhips 
of the people by a reduction of the taxes. All that cheering 
hope, too, of reducing our peace eſtabliſhment, as well as 
the reduction of our debt, and the alleviation of our burdens, 
which had year after year been held out to us, and which 
7 after year we had waited for in vain, would vaniſh: 

or if peace was concluded to-morrow, a vaſt number of 
years muſt paſs away before we could eyen hope to be in the 
lame ſituation as at the commencement of the war. It 
was, therefore, the right of the people to know how their 


money was expended, and it was the firſt duty of that Houſe - 


to take care that the public purſe was purely and propexl 
adminiſtered, that not one ſixpence ſhould be idly ſquandere 
by the miniſter, nor any thing done that would diminiſh by one 
morſe], the meal of the labourer and diſtreſſed family, or that 
any thing ſhould happen, that tended to wring from the poog 


any part of their pittance. The preceding = he had made 


uſe of the word job as applicable to ſome part of the miniſter” 
SY conduct, 
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conduct, with reſpect to appointments to certain offices under 
Government ſince the commencement of the war: The mi- 
niſter, doubtleſſ from his ſimplicity and innocence, ſeemed not 
to comprehend what a job was, It was certainly not a very ele- 

ant, although it was a very intelligible word; but if the Right 
Hon. Gentleman wanted an explanation of it, he wauld give 
one Whenever any emolument, profit, ſalary, honour, or fa- 
vour, of any kind whatever, was conferred on any perſon, be 


he who he may, or his character what it might, unleſs he had 


gone through a public ſervice, or neceſſary public duty, ade- 
quate to what he receives, that, Mr. Sheridan ſaid, is a 96 : 
If, from any motive of private friendſhip, perſonal attach- 


ment, or with any other view than the intereſt of the public, 


any individual is appointed to an office in the public ſervice, 
when any other man is known to be fitter for the employ- 
ment, that is a oh, and that, among other things, made 
him preſent this motion to the Houſe. - They ſhould not alto- 
gether refer him to the army extraordinaries, for although 
there was a good deal of information to be collected from 
them, yet there was not enough. It was painful to him ta 
be compelled to name gentlemen for whom he had a per- 
ſonal reſpect, but his duty commanded him to do ſo: The 
ſituation of Sir Gilbert Elhot at 'Toulon, for inſtance, 1500), 
a year—of John Erikine, Eſq. 1300l.—and the caſes of many 
others. Perhaps the Chancellor of the Exchequer would be 
able to prove that all this was well earned, and that the pub- 
lic ought to pay it, but that. was matter for diſcuſſion on a 
future day. After a few more obſervations Mr. Sheridan 
read his motions, the ſubſtance of which was as follows: 

« An account of all the expences incurred by the employ- 
ment of counſel, &c. relative to the affairs of India, in äſſiſt - 
ing and adviſing the Board of Control, from the date of the 
board down to the preſent time.“? | 

« An account of the ſalary now enjoyed by — Anftruther, 
Eſq. as counſel for the board.” e ne e 

« An account of the half pay, or penſion, or emolument 
in lieu of half pay, to John Erſkine, Eſq. for his ſervices 
at Toulon, &c.7 Ol e | | 

6 An account, in the fame way, to Joſeph Dornford, Eſq. 
for his intended expedition on the coaſt of France.“? | 
„ An account of the ſalary, emolument, half pay, &c. to 

Sir Gilbert Elliot, for his ſervices at Toulon, &c. 
“ An account of the expence in conſequence of the miſſion 
of Lord Yarmouth to the King of Pruſſia, &cf “ 
4 An account of the ſalary of Lord Malnfbury, far his 
late miſſion, &c,” | N e ” 
| | 4. 
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Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he had a few more, which he ſhould. be 
obliged to add to this lift, but he could not move them juſt 
then. 

Hr. Fox aſked the Chancellor of the Exchequer who ſuc- 
ceeded Lord Auckland as miniſter at the Hague ? 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid have had been no 
ambaſſador there ſince Lord Auckland; Mr. Elliot was mi- 
niſter there at preſent: He believed there was no othet 
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paid. | 15 
The queſtion on Mr. Sheridan's firſt motion was then put | 18 
and carried. IA 


On the putting of the ſecond, Mr. Anſtruther ſaid he had 
no ſalary from the Board of Control; ; if he had, he ſhould 
have been happy to ſecond the motion. | 

Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he did not doubt the ſincerity of the 
learned gentleman, when he ſaid he ſhould be happy to ſecond 
a motion upon ſuch condition; but his only o ject was to 
eome at the fact, if exiſtingy and the price it colt the country, 
whether in ſalary or otherwiſe. 

The motion was withdrawn; 

The next motion was for © An account of the periſion 
granted to Mr. Hayes in lieu of the place. of Welſh judge, 
which he had reſigned.” Ordered; - 

His next was An account of penſions or half pay granted 
to Mr. Erſkine or any other gentleman employed in the com- 
miſſional department at Toulon.“ 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid; there was nothing novel 
in theſe appointments, It had always been the practice for 
commiſſaries to have commiſſions granted them at the War 
Office, the natural conſequence of which was; that they were 
entitled to half pays Perhaps it would anſwer the Hon. 
Member's intention as well to have made this motion general, 
and extend it to all appointments of a ſimilar nature, 

Mr. Sheridan had no objection to the motion being ſo 
amended z his only reaſon for ſelecting was, that he con- 
ceived be would be acting right, in picking out ſuch as he 
conceived came under the term job, notwithſtanding the of- 
fence, that word gave to the chaſte ears of the immaculate 
miniſter. The motion ſo amended was agreed to. 

Mr. Sheridan's motion for The amount of the ſalaries, | 
&c. granted to Sir Gilbert Elliot, as commiſſioner at Tou- | 
lon,” was agreed to. 

He next moved for © 'The amount of the expences attend- 
Fr 2 miſſion of the Earl of . to the King of 

ruſia . | 
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Lerd Yarmouth declared his readineſs, that every thing in 
which he was implicated ſhould meet the public eye fairly. 
In the preſent inſtance, he had to ſtate, that he had neither 
demanded nor received any falary or gratuity whatever for 
the buſineſs he had been employed in; the only charge he 
had made was for the aCtual extra-expences he had been put 


to in following the King of Pruſſia, So that, ſo far from a 


charge, he had been a ſaving to the country of that money 
which any other perſon in his ſituation muſt have coſt. The 
whole of his expences did not amount to more than a few 
hundred pounds. He was therefore happy at this motion, as 
it would ſerve to diſſipate idle rumours, both with reſpect to 
him, and alſo to his brother, who, it was ſaid, had received 
Sool. for each time he came backwards and forwards to 
um. | | 

Mr. Burke approved the principle of jealouſy watching 


over the expenditure of the public money; but that principle 
he thought might be carried tod far, or originate in improper 


or illiberal motives, motives of perſonality or ill-will. 

Mr. Fox declared it to be his opinion, that if a ſingle guinea 
was ſpent in theſe miſſions, it was more than they were worth z 
as he was an utter enemy to all duplication of embaſſy. With 
reſpect to the conduct of the noble Lord himſelf, there could 
be no imputation of blame on him; if he were employed, he 
certainly had a right to remuneration for his ſervices; it was 
not againſt the noble Lord,. but againſt the miniſter that ſent 
him, that miſconduct was charges. 

Mr. Burke declared he ſaw no difference between the fobber 
and the jobbee. | | _ 

The motion was agreed to. 


The next paper moved for was © An account of the ex- 


pences attending the miſſion of Lord Malmſbury to the court 
of Berlin.” | e 
Ar. Sheridan here took the opportunity of declaring, that 


he himſelf did not believe Lord Yarmouth had accepted any 


ſalary for his ſervices ; but that he had not omitted it, becauſe 
it might be objected to him, that he had left out thoſe parts 
of the public conduct that merited to meet the public eye, 
and only held up the bad. B+ 555 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer obſerved, that the Hon. 
Member contradicted his former aſſertions. He had declared 
that the general ground of his motions wag ſuſpicion, and 


yet he now ſaid that he did not believe there was any founda- 


tion for his motion reſpecting Lord Yarmouth. 
Mr. Sheridan begged to know whether it might not enter 


into the ſapient head of a miniſter, that he had coupled that 
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with his other motions, for the ſake of contraſt between good 
and evil. | 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, Will the Hon. Gen- 
tleman now perſevere in his aſſertion? and if he does, 
2 he imagine that any member in this Houſe will credit 
um Be: 5 

Mr. Sheridan roſe in great heat to _—_— was prevented 
by Mr. Fox, who declared that he, for one, believed the. 
aſſertion, becauſe he knew the fact. But ſurely it was not 
too much to ſay that his Hon, Friend was as amply entitled 
to credit for his afſertions as the Right Hon. Gentleman, or 


any member of that Houſe. He did not agree with the 
Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Burke), who had aſſerted, that 


his Hon. Friend had been actuated by any motives of ill- will 
or perſonality in his preſent motion: There could be no ul- 
will in inquiring into the expenditure of the public money. 
He did not believe that the noble Lord had received any 
emolument ſor his embaſly, yet it was his duty to inquire : 
what were the expences of his miſhon. And it was neceſ- 
fary that his Hon. Friend ſhould mention. names, in order 
that he might not be accuſed of partiality, and that the po- 
litical character of thoſe who had not received improper 
emoluments, might appear brighter by being contraſted with 
that of thoſe who had. Mr. Fox concluded by remarking, 
that if the conduct of the Right Hon. Gentleman had been 
'rreproachable, he ought rather to thank his Hon. Friend 
for bringing it to the teſt. . . | 
Mr. Shenidan contended that his knowledge of the fact 
was apparent from the wording of that particular motion, in 
which he had uſed the term expence, as applied to Lord 
Yarmouth z. whereas he had applied the term /alary to all the 
other appointments. He thanked his Hon. Friend for — 
E his anſwering the inſinuation thrown out againſt 
im in the moment of heat. All he ſhould ſay at preſent + 
was, if he repeated his aſſertion, whether any member of 


that Houſe would doubt or not, he could not be certain, but he 


This expreſſion, which poſſibly the Chancellor of the Exchequer did 
not higaſelf perceive the force of, or did not mean to apply as a perforal 
affront, was near occaſioning as much diſorder in the Houſe, as the late 
Earl of Guildford's reply (when Premier) to Colonel Barre, after the 
Colonel had made rather a groſs attack on the noble Lord, at a late hour, 
and after a warm debate, in which the irritability of a-man's feelings, 
if he had poſſeſſed any, mult have been provoked by the afperities-levelied 


at him in the heat of conteſt; It was the only eccaſion that we recollect 


o Lord North's ſuffering himſelf to be put off his guard. 
| believed 
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| believed it was in that Houſe alone that the Right Hon. Gen- 


tleman would venture to tell him ſo. 
Mr. Yorke interrupted this altercation, by obſerving how 


hard it was for four hundred gentlemen, ſent up from the. 
country to mind the . buſineſs "of their conſtituents, to be 
obliged to liſten to mere perſonal altercation, and indeed ab- 
{olute nonſenſe, when conlidered i in compariſon with the more 

important buſineſs of the nation. ; 


The motion paſſed. | 
Mr. Sheridan added one miote motion: N 
That there be laid before the Houſe an account of the 
expenditures of the ſums of 5o000l: and 11, oool. granted laſt 
ſeilions of Parliament to 1 the expences of the India 
Board of Control.“ 


Ordered.— Adjourned. 
T . 5 


HOUSE OF LORDS: 


WtpnresDAY, Fanuary 29% 


A meſſage was delivered from his Majeſty ſimilar to that 
fent to the Commons, on the ſubject of the landing of the 
Heſhan troops in the Iſle of Wight, 

The Earl of Lauderdale conſidered this as an unconſtitu- 
tional meaſure. He aſked the noble Secretary of State how 
long they were to remain, what was their number, and 
whether they were to be increaſed ? | 

| Lord Grenville ſaid, he had it not in command from his 
Majeſty to make any other communication, than that which 
was conveyed in the meſſage. 

The Karl of Lauderdale remained in his firſt opinion, and 
maintained that their Lordſhips ougnt to have more informa- 
tion on the ſubject. 


The Houſe, on motion, then paſſed a vote for an 4 | 


to thank his . for his gracious communication. — Ad- 
journed. | 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
WEDNESDAY, January 29. 


Ar. args wars moved for leave to bring in a bill for the 


purpoſe of increaſing the capital of the governor and com- 


pany of the bank of Scotland. —Granted, and Mr. Mont- 
gomery and Mr. Dundas ordered to prepare and bring in the 


ſam E. 


Several accounts of exchequer bills were preſented, and 


ordered to lie upon tke table. 


The 
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The American Intercourſe bill was read a firſt time, and 
ordered to be read a ſecond time. Ces. | 

The Secretary at War laid before the Houſe an eſtimate of 
the charge of foreign troops in Britiſh pay, | 


© SUPPLY, 


The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a committee of the 
whole Houſe, the following reſolution was read: 
That it is the opinion of this committee, that eighty-five 
thouſand men be granted to his Majeſty for the ſea-ſervice, 
for the year 1594, including twelve thouſand one hundred 
and fifteen marines.”! 5X | 
Mr. Fox rofe not, he ſaid, to oppoſe the reſolution juſk 
propoſed to the committee; for however they might differ in 
opinion on other topics, he believed it was generally agreed, 
that if we were to carry on the war at all, we ſhould, under 
the preſent circumſtances, carry it on with vigour, particularly 
the naval branch of it. It was perfectly proper to inquire in 
that Houſe, into all the conduct of the war on our part; and 
particularly into the manner in which our naval force has been 
exerted. Mr. Fox ſaid, he ſhould refer to ſeveral facts as 
applicable to the fubject then before the committee; ſome of 
which he might ſtate very inaccurately perhaps, and if he did, 
he ſhould he glad to be corrected, but many of them he feared 
were too true, On the motion for the Addreſs of that Houſe 
to his Majeſty, very high language indeed had been uſed by a 
Right Honourable Gentleman 8 Dundas), whom he was 
ſorry not to ſee in his place, in favour of the prodigious efforts 
of the naval ſervice ſince the commencement of the preſent 
war; declaring that it had neyer been better exerted at any 
period than it had at this, moſt particularly with reſpe& to 
convoys, The Right Honourable Gentleman had expreſly 
ſtated, that of che ſeveral ſhips ſailing under convoy, not one 
had been loſt, and that our commerce had been wonderfully 
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ſorry indeed to fay, that the reſult of that inquiry had been 
very unfavourable, and that the fats he heard related, he 
feared, were but too well founded. The Baltic fleet came 
home in danger of vom all taken by the enemy, and he be- 
lieved that fixteen or ſeventeen fail of it were actually cap- 
tured and carried to Norway; whether they were yet con- 
demned or not, was another queſtion 3 but this proved, as far 


protected; many aſſertions, and round ones too, were made 'L 
to that effect. He confeſſed he heard them, as he thought # 
the Houſe ought to hear ſuch round aſſertions, with conſider» Þ 
able jealouſy and diſtruſt, Since that time he had taken $ 
pains to inquire into particulars upon this ſubject, and he was * } 
MW 
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2s an inſtance could prove, that the panegyric beſtowed on 
our convoys, at the opening of the ſeſſion, would, if the Right 
Honourable Gentleman had pleaſed, have admitted of an ex- 
ception, The Quebec fleet ſailed under the convoy of one 
ſhip only, and that, he was told, unſit for fea, or, to uſe a 
common expreſſion upon ſuch a ſubject, not ſea-worthy : This 
ſhip, he underſtood, was called the Severn; it was true in, 
deed there was another, a frigate, ſent to wait for this fleet 
at the iſland of Bic, in the Gulph of St. Lawrence; but no 
intimation whatever had been given to the merchants con- 
cerning that order, ſo that the veſſel might as well have re- 
mained at home. What happened to the Severn? ſhe wag 
ſeparated from her convoy, as her commander had ſtated, in 
2 gale of wind, and came home: And it was true that part of 
the fleet which was deſtined for Great Britain came home 
alſo, there happening at that time, by mere chance, to he 
nothing to oppoſe; {till the riſk was great, and entirely un- 
warrantable, With regard to the part deſtined for Spain and 
Portugal, he could ſay nothing; but it was very poſſihle, that 
| ſome or all of them might be taken, as no account whatever 
of their ſafety had yet arrived, to quiet the anxiety of the 
merchants on their account; He w that it would be 
argued, that there was no poſſibility of preventing accidents 
of that kind; but he would leave it to the conſideration of 
that Houſe, if one ſingle crazy veſſel was a ſuthcient convoy 
for the Quebec fleet, bound as it was for ſuch different ports 
of Europe? In theſe two caſes the trade of the country had 
been injured, or put in imminent danger for want of ſufficient 
protection. He next called the attention of the Houſe to 
inſtances of the delay of convoys, to the great prejudice of the 
merchants and the nation at large. Was or was not this a 
fact : That a whole fleet was ready to ſet ſail from the Weſt 
Indies, on the 15th of May, or thereabouts, but did not, and 
could not for the want of conyoy, till the 23d of Auguſt, or 
thereabouts? Here was a whole fleet freighted with moſt 
valuable merchandizes from the Welt Indies, delayed and 
kept in harbour for three months, for want of convoy: The 
loſs upon ſuch a delay muſt be very great, and the danger to 
which they muſt be expoſed great alfo; ſince by coming from 
the Welt Indies in the month of Auguſt, they had to encounter 
reat ſtorms and other perils of the ſea, incident to a voyage 
at that ſeaſon, from that part of the globe. It was true _ 

arrived, but it was with great difhculty; and the condu 
which had been ſo much extolled with reſpeQ@ to convoy, was 
not ſo very meritorious as had been ſtated to the public by the 
Right Hon. Gentleman. Mr. Fox ſaid, he ſtated _ upon 
| orm- 
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information; but he had no difficulty in declaring, he believed 
it to be true. He would mention another fact, which was 
perhaps not quite ſo certain: The delay of the Mediterranean 
fleet, for want of convoy, had prevented ſome merchandize, 
intended for the fair of Salerno and other fairs in Italy, from 
arriving in time; in conſequence of which there was a litiga- 
tion now between the Engliſh and Italian merchants, about 
receiving the goods: What the reſult would be, it was impoſ- 
ſible to tell; but the litigation would of courſe be expenſive, 
and attended with diſagreeable circumſtances, He ſtated theſe 
facts to the Houſe, in order that they might reflect a little 
upon the ſubject, and conſider how lightly the matter had been 
treated on the opening of the ſeſſion; and that they might 
pauſe a little and examine facts before they gave implicit 
credit to every general and round aſſertion: For it had been 
generally and roundly ſtated, by the Secretary of State, that 
none of the ſhips had been taken—there had been no delay 
for want of convoy ; whereas there had been delay, and that 
not the delay of a ſingle ſhip, but of a whole fleet. What 
excuſe miniſters could make for ſuch endeayours to miſlead 
the public, he could not tell; they could not plead ignorance 
of theſe things ſurely, when they were boaſting of the pro- 
tection which our convoys had given to our commerce in all 
parts of the globe. Another thing not very flattering to the 
pride of Engliſhmen, was the fact, that at the moment when 
the Right Hon. Gentleman was boaſting of the vigilance and 
activity of adminiſtration in reſpect to convoys, fix French 
frigates were maſters of the Channel, and had teea fo for a 
conſiderable time; and had taken, as he had been informed, 
ſixteen fail of very valuable prizes. He expreſſed ſome appre- 
henſion of the fate of the victualling fleet from Ireland; and 
ſaid, there was a rumour of its being taken and carried into 
a port of the enemy. Beſides this, a fleet deſtined for the 
Weſt Indies had been detained for a conſiderable time, on 
account of a rumour that there was a French fleet out, too 
powerful for us to attack at that time, in that quarter. Such 
facts as theſe were ſufficient, in his mind, to create fome 
degree of doubt and jealouſy, and to prevent the Houſe from 
giving an implicit confidence to pompous declarations or 
bold aſſertions. He thought it right to ſtate theſe things to 
the Houſe, as grounds of the reaſon he had for his jealouſy 
and diſtruſt of the information which the, Houſe received of 
the miniſter on the opening of the ſeſſion. The fervice of the 
navy we were told, on the whole conduct of it, had never been 
better performed than it had fince the commencement of the 
war. But ſuppoſe the whole of the Right Hon, Gentleman's 
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aſſertion to have been unqueſtionably true; ſuppoſe the ſer- 
vice had been as well performed in this war as it eyer wag— 
Would that be ſufficient ? Would the Houſe be fatisfied with 


that? Was it matter for praiſe, and a thing to be wondered at, 


that Great Britain, in the plenitude of its power, and with fo 
much courage (for courage in a public conteſt Was a part of 
power) ſhould be cqual in her navy to what ſhe had mani- 


feſted on many occaſions? Was it a wonderful thing that 


after having bought, or obtained, or any thing elſe, a part of 


the French, and deprived them of the uſe of great part of 


their navy, we {ſhould afterwards be able to protect ourſelves 
at fea? What a miſerable compliment to Great Britain! 
that with Spain and Holland in alliance, ſhe can protect her- 
ſelf by ſea againſt France alone, and in that ſtate do juſt as 


much as ſhe did in the year 1781, when ſhe contended alone 


with France, Spain, and Holland united! He had made ſome 
inquiry, as he had already told the committee, and he. ſhould 
make {till more into this buſineſs; and he had ſome doubt 
whether it would not turn out, that in point of fact there 
were not more taken of our ſhips in the year 1781, when we 
contended with all thoſe powers, than have been taken from 
us ſince the commencement of the preſent war. He thought 
it neceſſary on the preſent occaſion to make theſe obſervations; 
not that k 

to the queſtion before the committee, but that they might 
zoffibly lay the foundation for a future inveſtigation of the 
fubjec. He had ſtated fats, many of which he knew, and 
all of which he believed to be true, but he defired not.to be 
underſtood to pledge himſelf for the truth of the whole of 
what he had ſtated, becauſe, as muſt be obvious to the com- 
mittee, ſome of his information might poſſibly be defective or 
erroneous. The public ought to be rightly informed upon the 
ſubject, and not to be put in a ſtate of diſmay and confuſion 
hereafter, at finding they had been unhappily deceived by the 
ſpeech of the Right Hon. Gentleman—a ſpeech which in 
{me parts of it he muſt ſay he did not think conſiſtent with 
the belief of any well-informed man in the kingdom. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer allowed the matter 
brought ſorward by the Right Hon. Gentleman to be'very fit 
for diſcuſhon. Upon ſome particular points which had been 
ſtated, he could not ſpeak with the preciſion he could wiſh, 
becauſe it did not fall immediately under what had much oc- 
Seu his attention: Theſe he ſhould leave to the ſuperior 
information of his Right Hon. Friend, whoſe abſence was 
occaſioned by ſudden indiſpoſition. What he ſhould ſtate 
muſt ariſe only from general recolleftion, There were two 

b g leading 


ie thought them arguments that went immediately 
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leading points in the ſpeech of his Right Hon. Friend, on 
the motion for the Addreſs to his Majeſty, viz. That no ſhips 
that had ſailed with convoy had been captured; and that 
there were not any materially delayed for want of convoy. 
He had reaſon to believe his Right Hon, Friend did not 
make that aſſertion without much inquiry into facts, or 
without having reaſon to be believed in the truth of it; and 
he would further ſay, he had not heard any thing yet to con- 
tradict that ſtatement. He himſelf would alſo make inquiry, 


and he ſhould be ready to diſcuſs the ſubject, and to ſee whe» 


ther there was any matter for blame on any perſon. But that 
was another queſtion—Whether any material neglect had 

en manifeſt, and whether any ſhips had been really taken in 
conſequence of inſufficient convoy, were the queſtions now 
for inquiry; not whether any ſhip or ſhips had been taken at 
any time or place, ſince the commencement of the war: 
That would be too extravagant a propoſition to be debated, 
for we could not cover the ſeas with our fleets, nor be ſecure 


againſt the inclemency of the ſeaſons, ſuch as contrary winds 


and tempeſts. All theſe obſervations he applied to the Baltic 
fleet, but did not ſtate whether any had been loſt. He next 


took notice of what had been ſaid reſpecting the Quebec 


fleet: It was admitted that it was not taken, nor any part of 
it, and therefore, ſo ſar, there was no inſtance of contradiction 


in what had fallen from his Right Hon. Friend. Whether the 


ſhip under whoſe convoy they came, was equal to the undertak- 
ing, he could not tell, but he ſhould be inclined to believe it was, 
until ſomething ſtronger than bare aſſertion was advanced to the 
contrary. If any 5 the Quebec fleet deſtined for foreign 
ports were taken, it muſt have been after they ſeparated from 
their convoy; and they were very few. With regard to the 
fleet that was ſaid to be waiting for its convoy, he did not re- 


collect exactly any thing as to the date. He could not pledge 


himſelf to prove that no ſhips, literally ſpeaking, had at all 
waited for a convoy, for he did not know enough upon that 
ſubject to ſpeak with certainty what might have occurred. 
But he muſt obſerve, that nothing was eaſter than to ſtate 
dates when ſome ſhips were ready to ſail, when they did ſail, 
and when the convoy was ready ; but that was not enough, or 
any thing like it, to enable any man to conclude whether or 
not there was any negligence. in providing the convoy; that 
would depend upon the requeſt of merchants when they 
might be ready, when agree to ſail—whether the winds were 
fair, and a-thouſand other circumſtances, none of which ap- 
peared in the preſent caſe. With regard to the fleet for the 


Mediterranean, he menge perfectly. that the delay aroſe 
nean, k ene e . 
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on account of the neceſſity there was to make inquiry into 
the force of the enemy, and theſe were the principal points 
that had been mentioned by the Right Hon. Gentleman. 


With regard to the circumſtance of there having been fx 
French frigates fix days in poſſeſſion of the channel, he would 


not diſguiſe the truth, but it was eaſily to be accounted for; 


but he had no heſitation in ſaying, that, the whole of the cir- 
cumſtances taken together, our Mircefs was beyond the moſt 
ſanguine expectations, and beyond that of any other war. 
We could not undertake to make all our efforts uniformly 
fucceſsful, and be ſure there never ſhould be any part where 
the enemy might not for a time be our ſuperior; and ſup- 
poſing the fact to be ſo, upon whom was blame to attach for 
it ? When intelligence arrived that the French were in the 
channel, our fleet had returned to refit, after having been 
long at ſea without ſeeing the enemy, And it was to be re- 
collected, that the French, from the very nature of their 
ſituation, having abandoned all their foreign poſſeſſions, while 
we were proteCting ours, could concenter their force to any 
Particular object, and change it when they pleaſed, and there- 
fore this temporary ſuperiority was not at all to be wondered 
at. We had ar this time a greater force than the enemy, al- 


though they had the ſtart of us ſo much at the commencement 


of the war. It was well known, that before we armed at all, 
the French had ſixteen ſail of the line in the Mediterranean; 
that ſince that time we had protected and ſafely brought home 
all our valuable Eaſt India fleet, and protected our Welt India 
trade, and with all the multiplicity of objects before us with 
all our trade and territories to protect - with all the viciſſitudes 
of ſeaſons in a variety of climates - with all our exertions in 
the Mediterranean, where we had ſent a large fleet, the efforts 
_ of which gave ſuch general ſatisfaction yet with all this we 
had fifty fail of the line. Confidering all theſe things, this 
country had, in his opinion, great reaſon to triumph in. the 
ſucceſs of its maritime power, eſpecially when we recollect 
the deciſive blow we had given to the maritime power of 
France at Toulon, and that we had been able to block up the 
whole of the Mediterranean until that was effected. We had 
been out for a great length of time, and ready for aCtion 
2gainft their whole naval force. Did the enemy ever meet 
us? Never. After being out for a long while, and looking 
for the enemy in vain, it became neceffary to return, and then 
ine enemy were able to collect their force, and concentrate it 
into ene point, and have a temporary fuperiority. If the 
enemy would not engage with us, and we could not meet 
with them, the fault was not ours. As to the want of in- 
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formation, and the idea that from the publicity of ſome of 
the proceedings of France, it was caſy to obtain knowledge of 
what they intended to do, that appeared to him to be founded 
on a very ſuperficial mode of thinking. It Was not that be- 
cauſe they affected all the openneſs and candour of a demo- 
cracy, that in fact they were one. The fact was direCtly the 
reverſe ; by the few thr ſyſtem of government in France, 
there was as much capacity for ſecrecy, and they had as muck 
power over every article of property, and over the actions and 
perſon of every individual, as ever was poſſeſſed, and more 
than ever was poſſeſſed by the moſt deſpotic monarch upon 
earth; and therefore he was not very uneaſy under the charge 
of want of information as to the intentions of the French. 
But as it was probable that this ſubject will be diſcuſſed 
again, he need not ſay any thing further upon it till that 
time. | 


Admiral Gardner defended the conduct of the Board of 


Admiralty. He gave an account of various convoys that had 


heen ſent ont, and had ſafely conducted fleets: laden with 
merchandize of great value. At the fame time he ſtated the 


impoſſibility of preventing the French, ſo long as they were 


in the poſſeſſion of Cherbourg, from making deſcents upon 
our coaſt, though the whole channel was covered with 
cruizers; for they could get under way in the night, and re- 
turn by the next morning. The Admiral read a letter from 
the Mafter of Lloyd's Coffee-houſe to Mr. Stevens of the Ad- 
miralty, ſtating, that almoſt all the victualling fleet were 
ſafe arrived, either in the river, or ſome of the weſtern 
ports, one only having been taken by the enemy. | 
Mr. Fox having expreſſed great ſatisfaction on hearing tha? 
none of the victualling ſhips were taken, took notice of al 
that had been ſaid by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, whoſe 
anſwers” he declared had been evaſive and unlatisfaQuory. 
Mr. Fox maintained the principal points which he had inſiſted 
on before; namely, that fixteen fail of the Baltic fleet had 
actually been taken. It was true, he ſaid, they were ſepa- 
rated from their convoy, that Was the very thing he com- 
plained of, for the convoy ſeparated from the whole fleet, and 
the whole had nearly been captured, but ſixteen cf them were 
actually taken; to fay therefore they were not under convoy 
when they were taken, was an unworthy quibble, ſince the 
very reaſon of the complaint was their not having been pro- 
perly-convoyed. The obſervation made by the Right Hon. 
Gentleman on the government of France, d:d not tend to de- 


ſeribe it as a government of anarchy, ſince the Right Hon: 


Gentleman had admitted that it poſſeſſed great power, great 
W | | ſecrecy, 
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ſecrecy, and all the properties of abſolute deſpotiſm. He 
moſt certainly did not himſelf think it a government of an- 
archy ; he ſtated it to be a furious and a rigid tyranny, the 
moſt complete deſpotiſm that ever exiſted. Much, Mi. or 
obſerved, had been ſaid of our great ſucceſs ſince the com- 
mencement of the war ; the Right Hon. Gentleman aſcribed 
every thing to our prodigious efforts; he had denied that we 
commenced the war with advantage, inaſmuch as the French 
had commenced their preparations ſo early as October 1792 
but he ſhould recollect, that it was one of Briſſot's charges 
againſt the Miniſter of Marine, that the promiſed preparation 
was not effected. When the preſent war was entered upon, 
we had as allies, not only Spain and Holland, but almoſt 
every Power in Europe againſt France ſingle ; and the Right 
Hon. Gentleman boaſts of the ſuperiority of the Engliſh 1 
over that of France, when in the late war this country 
maintained her naval ſuperiority, not only over France ſingly, 
but united with Spain, Holland, and America. en 
this ſuperiority of our fleet, and our naval exertions, were 
ſpoken ſo much of, the Right Hon. Gentleman quite forgot 
the naval exertions of our allies Spain and Holland; but he 
ſuppoſed we ſhould hear of them on a future day, when 
there ſhould be a propoſal for paying for them. If ever 
there was a period when we had a right to expect complete 
protection to our commerce if ever there was a period when 
we had a right to expect ſuperiority at ſea—if ever there was 
a period in which that ought to be manifeſted to the world— 
if ever there was a period in which we ought to benefit by our 
_ ſuperiority at ſea—the preſent was that very period. Let us 

then ceaſe to boaſt of our protection to commerce, but endea- 
vour to extend it. What anſwer had been given to his aſſer- 
tion concerning the fix French frigates being maſters of the 
channel? Should there not have been in all the provident ma- 


nagement of our naval power ſome arrangement that would. 


have prevented this? But it was impoſſible to have any intel- 


ligence of what the French intended to do: True; but we 
could have intelligence of what they or any other people at 


war with us were likely to do; which was that of cruizing in 
the channel if there was no force to oppoſe them. But our 
navy was ſuperior to that of the enemy now, ſo that nothing. 
need be dreaded in that reſpect. Why, yes,” ſaid Mr. 
Fox, the ſuperiority of our navy is unqueſtionable, and no 
man rejoices in that circumſtance more than I do. But it 


would be ſtrange indeed, if it were otherwiſe. It would be 


ſtill more ſtrange if this country, with Spain and Holland, 


united againſt France, ſingly and diitracted, we could not 


4 maintain 
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maintain a ſuperiority in our navy. That we ſhall be inferior 


to the French in our navy can never happen. No miſmanage- 


ment, no incapacity, no inattention, no imbecility in any 


adminiſtration, be it ever fo weak or ever fo inattentiye to its 


duty, can ever give the French a ſuperiority over us at ſea.” 
He ftill maintained, however, that none of his objections had 


been fully anſwered, and that it had not been proved that any 
thing he had ſtared was unfounded or untrue. RT 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman had gone too far when, he mentioned any treaty be- 


tween the naval powers alluded to ; No naval power had been 


ſubſidized by us; and the aid of our naval allies had not 
been of fuck a nature as to diſengage any part of our own 
| naval force. The attention of Holland had been neceſſarily 
directed to her own continental defence, and conſequently 
too much to its army, to leave any room for exertion by ſea z 
we had, therefore, the trade of Holland to protect, in addi- 
tion to our own.. The nayal exertions made by Spain had, 
indeed, been great and honourable, eſpecially at Toulon, 


but that could not enable us to concentrate our force at home. 


If we had not ſent into the Mediterranean a fleet ſuperior to 


the French fleet, the important advantages ariſing from the 


ſurrender of Toulon would not have been obtained ; for the 
Spaniſh fleet, although. fitted out with great diſpatch, was 
obliged by ſickneſs to go into port; and it was only by Lord 
Hood's being able to block up the French fleet in Toulon, 
and prevent any ſupplies of proviſions from arriving, that the 
place was compelled to ſurrender. The general conduct of 
the campaign, he would leave to the impartial judgment of 


the Houſe and of the country; but if brought forward as 


matter to be examined on any future occaſion, he truſted, he 
ſhould be able to prove, that, far from affording any ground 
for inquiry or cenſure, it had furniſhed much ground of ſur- 
priſe and congratulation. . 

Mr, Sheridan diſavowed any intention of going into any ar- 
gument upon the reſolution before the Committee; he roſe 
merely to make a few obſervations, and he would do it as 
ſhortly as poſſible. He thought the Right Hon. Gentleman 
had forgotren ſome of his own treaties, elſe he muſt have re- 
collected, that the Neapolitan ſhips of war were to be paid by 
us for carrying Neapolitan troops to Toulon. Whether or 
not it was fit to keep ſo great a fleet in the Mediterranean, 
after Lord Hood was in poſſeſſion of Toulon, would be fit 
matter of diſcuſſion when the buſineſs of Toulon came to be 


inquired into. That event of the war, which was one of the 


moſt important features of the naval campaign, muſt come 


under 
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under diſcuſſion ; and although he did not mean to prejudge_ 
the caſe, he could not help ſaying, that the capture of Toulon 
would be the greateſt curſe upon the country that it had ever 
experienced ; for he did not doubt that it would ſtimulate the 
French to a regeneration of their navy, and that we ſhould 
next year have reaſon to ment our ſucceſs in this inſtance. 
The' Right Hon. Gentleman ſpoke of the naval exertions of 
Spain as in fact of no uſe; and, contrary to all the former 
declarations of miniſters, aſhrmed, that the {irehder of Toulon 
was not obtained by the loyalty of the inhabitants, but by 
force and famine. A Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Dundas) 
whom he was ſorry not to ſee in his place, had contradicted 
the ſtatement of a noble Lord (Lord Wycombe) of the de- 
fenceleſs ſituation in which Halifax had been left, and faid, 
that there were 4,000 men to defend it. A letter from a 
perſon in whom he could conſide, dated Halifax, Dec. jth, 
ſtated the diſtreſſed fituation of the inhabitants, who were in 
the utmoſt alarm from want of a proper naval force to protect 
their trade, that every ſhip which had failed from thence, for 
fome time paſt, had fallen into the hands of the enemy: 
That the Ambuſcade French frigate had been permitted to 
fcour the coaſt, and had fitted out, as armed veſſels, ſeveral 
of her prizes to cruize againſt the trade: That Admiral 
Soufflét, with three. ſhips of the line, had been on that coaſt; 
that it had been his intention to take St. Peter's and Cape 
Breton, and winter at. Louiſbourg, and pay them a viſit in 
the fpring, and that then he could meet no reſiſtance. Mr. 
Sheridan read the letter, which ſaid, that there was only one 
frigate at Halifax, two companies of artillery, two of in- 
fantry, and three hundred volunteers unfit for any ſer- 
VICE. | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaĩd, he did not recollect 
that his Right Hon. Friend had ſaid any thing more than that 
there was a ſufficient force at Halifax to repel an attack at the 
time an attack was ſuppoſed to be threatened. Part of 
that force had been afterwards ſent to the Weſt Indies; but by 
the exertions of the Governor, and the loyalty of the inhabit» 
ants, it was ſoon replaced: And that the information received 
from the Governar diftcred materially from chat ſtated by 
the Hon. Gentleman's correſpondent. | * 
Aduriral Gardner ſaid, one frigate was ſuſſicient for Halifax 
during the winter, when the harbour was frozen up, and an 
enemy could not approach. =, 9 8 
Mr. Sheridan faid, the exertions of the Governor, and the 
loyalty of the inhabitants, had produced the 300 unſerviceable 
recruits mentioned in his letter. The plan of the ee 
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not to attack it in the winter, but in the ſpring, before any ad- 


ditional force could be ſent to it. | 


Lord Wycombe ſaid,” he ſhould have anſwered the aſſertion of 
the Right Hon. Secretary-(Dundas) on the firſt day of the 
ſeſſion, when it was made, if the rules of the Houſe had per- 
mitted, If no addition had been made to the means of de- 
fence which Halifax poſſeſſed before the war, the naval ſtores 
there were open to the depredations of a very ſmall force. 

Mr. Minchin took notice of that part of Mr, Fox's ſpeech 
which related to the captain of the Severn, the ſhip appoint- 
ed to convoy the Quebec fleet. He ſaid, he was well acquaint- 
ed with the circumſtances of the return of that fleet, becauſe a 


relation of his, againſt whom he was ſorry to hear any thing 


inſinuated, though not ſaid, commanded the convoy. The 
voyage to Quebec was the firſt voyage of the Severn ; ſhe had 


been ſeparated from the merchantmen by a gale of wind of _ 
ſeveral days continuance, ſuch as no one of the officers on board 


had ever experienced; and returned to port fo much damaged, 
that ſhe was not fit for ſea again till two months afterwards. 
Mr. Fox ſaid, the Hon. Gentleman totally miſconceived, 


and conſequently miſrepreſented his words, in ſaying that he 


had thrown out any inſinuation to the prejudice of the officer 


who commanded the ſhip appointed to convoy the Quebec 


fleet. The time required to repair the damages of the ſhip 
tended only to prove what he had ſtated, viz. that ſhe was 
inſufficient. © . i” | ; | | 


The Lord Mayor confirmed what had been ſaid by the Chan- 


cellor of the Exchequer as to ſucceſsful protection afforded the 
different fleets of merchantmen by a variety of convoys. 


Mr. Alderman Anderfon ſaid; the merchants trading to the 
Baltic were all highly ſatisfied with the protection afforded to 
the trade, and the punctuality of convoys; if any merchant- 
men had been taken, that was not the fault of the convoy, but 
of the captains of the merchantmen, who would not wait till 
the convoy thought proper to ſail. | 

Sir M. White Ridley reminded the Houſe that he was not 
only a Member of Parliament as repreſentative for Newcaſtle, 
but was concerned in its trade and commerce; therefore he 
deemed it his duty on the on of his conſtituents to declare, 

ad been better protected fince the 
commencement of the preſent hoſtilities than it had been in 
ny former war. This, in point of juſtice, he felt himſelf 
bound to aſcribe to the vigour and exertions of the executive 


government. | 


Hr. Brandling alſo ſaid, the people of Newcaſtle had never 


bound fuch protection afforded to trade in any former war. 
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The reſolution for 85,000 ſeamen was agreed to. Ordered 
that the report be received on Friday. 5 
Adjourned till Friday. 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 
FRIDAY, January 31. 
TRIAL OF MR. MUIR BEFORE THE COURT OF JUSTICIARY IN 
7 | SCOTLAND, | 
Earl Stanhope began with declaring that he did not ſuppoſe 
he ſhould be contradicted by any noble Lord in the Houſe 
when he aſſerted, that an examination into the. conduct of 
the courts of juſtice of this kingdom, and whatever apper- 
tained to them, and the conduct of the judges, were import- 
ant truſts, and ſuch as involved their Lordſhips in a corre- 
ſpondent and eſſential duty to examine into either with care 
and deliberation, when any thing occurred which had the ſem- 
blance of injuſtice or oppreſhon. The queſtion that he 
ſhould have the honour to ſubmit to their Lordſhips, was one 
to which, from its ſingularity and oppreſſion, he could not 
fuppoſe they were entire ſtrangers. It might be aſked whe- 
ther he had a precedent for what he was going to move? He 
would reply, that in his mind precedents were unneceſſary, 
where oppreihon was great, or miſconduct manifeſt ; for it 
was the inalienable right of the people not to hold prece- 
dents neceffary, where Magna Charta was abuſed, or the 
laws ſtretched to an unjuſtifiable degree; but if there was no 
precedent, he thought the caſe ſufficiently important to make 
one. Should noble Lords, however, think precedents abſolutely 
neceſſary to bear him out in his arguments, he would even meet 
them on that ground, and ſtate that there were precedents, no 
leſs than four in one year, which were ſtrictly in point, and were 
ſuch as would be received by their Lordſhips with that degree of 
ſentiment and attention that was certainly due to their import- 
ance. . | 
In the reign of William and Mary there were four acts paſſed 
to reverſe four different acts of attainder. "Theſe, when he 
mentioned them, muſt occur to the mind of every noble Lord 
preſent. They were thoſe which referred to Alderman Cor- 
nith, Alicia Litle, Algernon Sydney, and William Lord Ruſſel, 
who had been charged with ſedition and treaſon, convicted and 
executed. In the year 168g a bill was brought in to reverſe the 
act of attainder againſt Alderman Corniſh, which was read on 
the ad day of June a firſt time, and was read a ſecond time the 
fame day, and then committed. | Here the Earl called upon the 


Clerk of the Houſe to read extracts from the Journals in corrobora- 
3 | | lion 
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the Commons for their concurrence. 
gernon Sydney and William Ruſſel, Eſq. commonly called Lord 


Jan.g1.) WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. ==79 
Gon of his afſertions.] From the precedent read from the Jour- 


nals, Earl Stanhope proceeded to obſerve, that the bill for re- 
verſing the attainder againſt Alderman Corniſh originated in that 


Houſe, paſſed in the courſe of four wa and was ſent down to 
ie attainder againſt Al- 


Ruſſel, were alſo repealed by a fimilar proceſs, in conſequence 
of the recommendation of his Majeſty. to the Houſe to take 
the ſame into its conſideration. "Theſe were the grounds on 


which he would bring forward his motion with reſpect to 


Mr. Muir, the proceedings againſt whom he pronounced to be 


of the moſt extraordinary, and, in his mind, the moſt unjuſtiſi- 
able nature that eyer came before a court of juſtice. In this 
unexampled trial, their Lordſhips muſt be ſurpriſed to hear, 
that the Lord Advocate was ſuffered to bring forward every 
collateral fact and circumſtance which he thought neceſſary to 
criminate the pannel, or, agreeably to the phraſeology of the 
Engliſh courts, the defendant ; and though the moſt prominent 
of theſe collateral facts brought againſt the pannel on His trial 
were not charged in the indictment, {till the pannel, who, ac- 
cording to law and juſtice, ought to have been allowed to have 
availed himſelf of the circumſtance, was not admitted to do ſo, 
the Lord Advocate declaring, that if all the facts neceſſary to 
ſupport the charge were there inſerted, the indictment would 
cover the walls of the court. What, he aſked, would their Lord- 
ſhips ſay to the Managers of the impeachment, if they had omitted 
ſeveral of their moſt important charges againſt Mr. Haſtings in 
the articles, and afterwards attempted to prove him guilty of 
ſuch charges? , Surely their Lordſhips would not ſuffer them to 
5 by their own negligence, becauſe, forſooth, they might 
ave apologiſed for their remiſſneſs, by ſaying, that the intro- 


_ duction of ſuch charges in the articles of the impeachment 


would have occaſioned them to extend to ſuch a length, that 
they would have covered the walls of Weſtminſter Hall. 
Nothing in his mind, the Earl ſaid, could be more abſurd, 
or derogatory to the principles of law, or of common ſenſe. 
But the principle, when attempted to be eſtabliſned on the im- 
peachment, was four ſeveral times repelled by their Lordſhips 
in the caſe of Warren Haſtings, in the inſtances that he would 
mention. Mr. Haſtings was charged by one of the Managers 
with having acted criminally in having received fix lacks of 
rupees from Kelleram. The production of this evidence was 


objected to by Mr. Law, the counſel for the priſoner, becauſe 


the fact was not charged in the impeachment; whereupon 
their Lordſhips adjourned to their Chamber of Parliament, and 


after debate reſolved that ſuch evidence was inadmiſſible = 
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the reaſon aſſigned. On the 29th of April 1790, the Ma- 
-nagers interrogated a witneſs, whether or not more 8 
did not exiſt under the new inſtitutions eſtabliſhed by Mr. 
Haſtings, than under the old forms that prevailed before his 
arrival in India? The queſtion was alſo objected to by the 
.counſel for Mr. Haſtings, becauſe the charge was not con- 
tained in the impeachment, though he admitted that the 
word © oppreſſion was inſerted in the articles. Mr. Plo- 
mer contended, that the Managers could not come forward 
with any charge founded on general words, without ſuch charge 
was ſtated in full and preciſe terms in the impeachment. Mr. 
Burke replied, by declaring, “that he did not contend that 
any ſuch proceeding ſhould be tolerated,” but ſtill he inſiſted, 
that the Managers for the Houſe of Commons were not 
bound by the rules or forms of precedent in ordinary caſes, and 
that ſuch privilege was their Magna Charta, and therefore they 
were juſtified in ſuch proceedings ;” but when their Lordſhips 
met in their Chamber of Parliament, they wiſely and properly 
adhered to the ſtrict principle of the law of evidence, and re- 
ſolved, that the Managers were not competent to call witneſſes 
to any fact not ſpecifically charged in the articles of impeach- 
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9 ment. His Lordſhip next called the attention of the Houſe to l 
wr its further proceedings on the impeachment, when the Ma- 1 
i: nagers attempted to implicate Mr. Haſtings in the enormi- { 
ties of Deby Sing. Another effort to produce- queſtionable 8 

evidence againſt Mr. Haſtings was made in May 1790, on a e 

circumſtance not charged in the impeachment; all of which A 

would appear to have been reſiſted by their Lordſhips in their t 

Journals, on the ſame grounds that they had objected, in h 

the firſt inſtance, to hear witneſſes againſt the priſoner. His e 

Lordſhip read a ſtatement of what paſſed in Weſtminſter Hall, at 

in each of the inſtances he had referred to, from his own notes te 

taken during the trial, and mentioned the particular pages of Ve 

the printed evidence, where they would be found, together be 

vith the reſolutions of the Houſe on each occaſion delivered th 

in Weſtminſter Hall by the Lord Chancellor, by their Lordſhips' ſe 

directions. This was not only law, the Earl ſaid, but was a maxim T. 

founded in the eternal principles of juſtice. And if the admiſ- an 

ſion of evidence, to prove facts, could not be ſuffered in the caſe We 

of Mr. Haſtings, who was to have months, and even years to ha 

prepare his defence, how much more forcibly did it apply to the 

Mr. Muir, who was to anſwer on the moment ? But this was dr: 

contrary to the extraordinary doctrines maintained by the Lord lan 

Advocate, and countenanced by the Court of Juſticiary in Soot= | he 

land. The law of Scotland, his Lordſhip ſaid, allowed a defendant | it. 


fifteen days notice, and a copy of his indictment, that he might All 
5 5 | produce qui 
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produce evidence to rebut the charges againſt him; but it alſo 


obliged: the defendant, the day before his trial, to deliver in 
writing the nature of the defence he intended to oppoſe to the 


charge, and the names of the ſeveral witneſſes he meant to call 
in ſupport of that defenee. When Mr. Muir came into court 
to be tried, he found facts alleged againſt him not charged in 
the indictment, of which he had not had any previous notice, and 
to refute which he was of courſe precluded from the poſſibility 


of calling any witneſſes, becauſe their names had not been 


given in before. By this means the gentleman was entrapped ; 
he begged that his words might be attended to. The gentleman 
was entrapped in a manner moſt outrageous to all ideas of 


common juſtice. There were other circumſtances in this trial 


equally at variance with all the principles which we reverenced; 
and the ſame facts occurred in the trial of the Reverend Mr. 
Palmer, a man of whoſe character he would not ſpeak, becauſe 
this was a queſtion of fact and juſtice, and not of mere cha- 
racter; but Mr. Palmer was a man of moſt diſintereſted inte- 


grity, and whoſe conduct was ſo exemplary, that he could not 


avoid —_— an inſtance. He was known to, and patronized 
by the late Duke of Rutland, who propoſed to give him va- 
luable church preferment; but from ſcruples of conſcience he 


_ refuſed it. Another, and a molt affecting proof of his inte- 


grity, and of his amiable manners, highly honourable to 
another perſon, was,' that a young gentleman whom he had 
educated, of the name of Ellis, was ſo attached by gratitude 


and eſteem to his honoured maſter, that he had determined 
to abandon all his hopes, all his connexions in life, to leave 


his native country, and to accompany Mr. Palmer in his 
exile to Botany Bay. This endearing inſtance of generous 
attachment he mentioned to prove, that this dreadful ſen- 
tence, after a trial ſo extraordinary, had been paſſed on a moſt 
venerable and admired character. In his inſtance, there had 
been a miſnomer in the name. The objection was over- ruled, 
they tried him by the falſe name, but when they came to paſs 
ſentence, they took care then to call him by his real name. 
Thus the perſon who was ſentenced, had not been tried at all, 
and the perſon convicted was not ſentenced. Challenges too 
were made of ſeveral of the jurors upon grounds that ought to 
have been irreſiſtible z' nay one of the jurors felt the force of 
the objeCtion ſo ſtrongly, that he requeſted permiſſion to with- 
draw—this was over-ruled. If all this was the law of Scot- 
land, which certainly he could not take upon himſeHM to deny, 
he would only obſerve that Scotland had no more liberty than 
it had under the arbitrary reigns of the race of the Stewarts. 


All that he contended: for was, that their Lordſhips ſhould in- 


quire into the trials: He meant to propoſe no cenſure; he de- 
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| fired only that the fentences paſſed againſt theſe perſons ſhould 
not be put into execution until their Lordſhips ſhould have had 


time to inquire for nothing was ſo clear as that they ought to 
prevent the evil conſequences of theſe harſh and indifcreet pro- 
ceedings, not to ſuffer them firit to take place, and then after- 
wards find that they were wrong. The Earl ſaid, he had 
ſimilar motions in his hand, for the four caſes that had already 
occurred in Scotland, thoſe of Mr. Muir, Mr, Palmer, Mr. 
Skirving, and Mr. Margarott. He concluded with moving the 
firſt, © That an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, 
that this Houſe has been informed that Thomas Muir, Eſq. 


who was tried before the High Court of  Juſticiary at Edin- 


burgh in the month of Auguſt laſt, upon a charge of ſedition, 
has been condemned and ſentenced to be 1 beyond 
the ſeas, for the ſpace of fourteen years; and further, to re- 
preſent to his Majeſty, that this Houſe intends to proceed, 
without delay, to examine the circumſtances of ſuch con- 
demnation, and of ſuch ſentence; and therefore humbly to be- 
feech his Majeſty, that the ſaid Thomas Muir, Eſq. may not 
be tranſported beyond the ſeas, until this Houſe ſball have had 
fufficient time to make ſuch examination. WE 

The Earl of Mangfield ſaid, he roſe with no ſmall difficulty 
to offer ſome reply to an extraordinary ſpeech, introductory of 
the moſt ſingular motions that he had ever heard ſince he had 
enjoyed the honour of a ſeat in Parliament. Difficulty of any 
kind he ſhould not have felt, if the noble Earl had, as he ex- 
pected would have been the cafe, had brought a direct charge 
againſt the Court of Juſticiary in Scotland, a court to which 
he had the honour to belong. Had a direCt charge been made, 
he ſhould have been ready to have met it, together with thoſe 
who filled the bench of the court in queſtion ; and he pledged 
himſelf to their Lordſhips, that he was ready to face any open 
charge againſt the Juſticiary Court of Scotland, let it come 
from what quarter it would, and make its defence in the beſt 
manner that his ability and ſtrength would admit. The noble 


Lord had not concluded with a motion of cenſure, but it was 


neceſſary that a word or two ſhould be ſaid upon the intem- 
perate, unprovoked, looſe, and unfounded obſervations of the 
noble Earl. The noble Earl had boaſted much of precedents 3 
and in proof of his aſſertion, had cited four caſes in which 
acts of attainder had been reverſed, in 1689. What analogy 
there was between the reverſal of acts of attainder, and the de- 
ciſions of the Juſticiary Court in Scotland, in the caſes of Meſſrs. 
Muir and Palmer, his Lordſhip ſaid, he had yet to learn. 
Not contented with citing theſe precedents, ſuch as they were, 
the noble Earl had referred to his own minutes taken upon the 
ſubje& of Mr. Haſtings's trial, and had cauſed ſeveral reſolu- 
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tions of the Houſe reſpecting the admiſſibility of evidence, and 
the rejection of any teſtimony that went to prove a fact not 
charged in the impeachment. As little analogy was to his 
mind apparent between theſe reſolutions of the Houſe, and 
any thing that had occurred on the trials of Mr, Muir and Mr. 
Palmer, the Earl of Mansfield ſaid, as between the caſes of 
acts of attainder reverſed in 1689, and the ſubject then brought 


forward. He conſidered all theſe matters, therefore, as mere 
flights of fancy in the noble Earl ; flights of fancy which he 


admired, but which he could never reach. The noble Earl 
had choſen to ſay a good deal, couched in rather ſevere terms, 
on the conduct of the Lord Advocate, and upon his declara- 
tions, that if all the collateral fats in ſupport of the main 
criminal allegation, were charged in an indictment, the in- 
dictment would cover the walls of the court in which the trial 
was held. All this part of the noble Earls ſpeech had clearly 
reſted on the popular account of the trial. Wretched ( ſaid the 
Earl of Mansfield) would be the ſituation of any of your Lord- 
ſhips, were you to be tried on the reports of your ſpeeches in 


Parliament daily given, even by thoſe who wiſh to relate 


accurately: But wretched, indeed, muſt be the ſituation of 
thoſe judges who were to be tried on vague reports and 
— in which there were palpable ſigns of wilful miſ- 
repreſentation.” Whoever looked at the account of the trial, 
would immediately ſee that it was a partial report, cal- 
culated to anſwer, not the ends of juſtice; but the cauſe of 
ſedition. The mention of one particular was ſufficient to eſtabliſh 


that aſſertion, to the conviction of every impartial hearer. The 


Lord Advocate was ſtated to have ſpoken for two hours and a 
half, and the whole of his argument was given in three pages, 
whereas Mr. Muir's ſpeech, which did not confeſſedly take up 
near the ſame time, made nearly one half of the pamphlet. 
In reſpect to the trial itſelf, the Earl ſaid, it was enough for 
him to obſerve that the parties had been convicted by a verdict 


of their country; the ſole queſtion, therefore, that could ariſe, 


was, Whether the ſentence of the court, pronouneed after 
conviction, was a legal ſentence? Their Lordſhips were bound 


to conſider the verdict as legal, until an appeal came before 
them; but no appeal, it might be ſaid, could come from the 
courts below in criminal caſes : There was, nevertheleſs, a way 


of bringing every ſuch queſtion before the cognizance of Par- 
lament; and God forbid, that the day ſhould ever come when 
the conduct of judges, in the adminiſtration of public juſtice, 


vas not ſubject, in the proper form, to the ſtrict reviſion of their 


Lordſhips! If ever the ſentence of the court ſhould be _— 
under their Lordſhips' conſideration, the Earl pledged himſelf 


to prove its legality. He concluded with declaring, that he 


would 
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would trouble their Lordſhips with nothing further in anſwer 
to a ſpecch which ſuthciently anſwered itſelf, but hoped to 
experience the indulgence of the Houſe, if in the courſe of the 
day any thing like cenſure ſhould be caſt on the Court of Juſ- 
ticiary, which might make a reply neceſſary. 

The Duke of Norfolk admitted that it was ſtrictly the duty 
of that Houſe to watch over the adminiſtration of public 
juſtice, and ſaid he would certainly ſupport every motion cal- 
culated to produce inveſtigation, where the grounds of in- 
quiry were regularly and properly made out; but he did not 
think that was the cafe in the preſent inſtance. His Grace 
conceived; that the cafe of Mr. Muir ſhould have been brought 
forward by petition ſupported by afhdavits as to the allega- 
tions, and by ſuch documents as the nature of the facts ſtated 
might render neceſſary; and had it been proved in that man- 
ner, that exculpatory evidence on the part of the pannel had 
been refuſed by the court, he ſhould have been of opinion that 
it called for the reprehenſion of the Houſe, and would have 
given his vote accordingly. But as he could only conſider the 
noble Eari's ſpeech and motion in the light of an unſupported 
attack on the conduct of the judges of the criminal court in 
Scotland, he muſt vote againſt the queſtion. Fg 

De Earl of Lauderdale reminded the Houſe, that he had 
ſtrenuoully preſſed the noble Lord not to bring forward his mo- 
tion ; and he ftill hoped che would withdraw it, only that it 
might be brouglt forward in a more regular way; if he per- 
ſiſted in it, he muſt decline voting at all. He agreed with the 
noble Earl who had lately ſpoken, that the legality of the ſen- 
tence was the only fit queſtion to be diſcuſſed. To the fen- 
tence and its legality he meant to confine himſelf in the mo- 
tion he intended to bring forward on a future day. But as the 
motion was made, he would juſt ſay, that it was no wonder that 
theſe trials had excited ſo much public notice, and had ſo warmly 
intercſted the feelings of mankind, ſince, that men in Scotland 
fhould be tranſported to Botany Bay for fourteen years for 
what in England had raiſed others to the moſt ſplendid ſitu- 
ations, was certainly calculated to excite ſurpriſe and even more 
unpleaſant ſenſations. Nor would it eſcape their obſervation 
that there muſt be ſomething extremly harſh in the law of Scot- 
land, which ſhould inflict a puniſhment of fourteen years tranſ- 

rtation for the ſame oftence on the other ſide the T wecd, 
which in England would be deemed only a miſdemeanour, 
and ſubject a man to no more than fix or twelve months 
impriſonment. With reſpect to official proofs. which were 
neceſſary to be brought in ſupport of any meaſure that was 


agitated in that Houle, there would be perfect grounds ſor the 


only 
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only proper motion which he thought could come before them 
on the ſubject. The record of the conviction and ſentence 
could be laid upon the table, upon which to ground an in- 
quiry into the legality of the ſentence. This was the proper 
motion in his opinion, and this would certainly be brought be- 
fore them. That undoubtedly there were extraordinary pro- 
ceedings on the trial, no man who had read the different ac- 
counts could deny; and though the noble Earl who ſpoke laſt 
might object to one pamphlet as partial, he had in the caſe of 
Mr. Muir the accounts on both fides, and he would be willing 
to give to his Lordſhip-his choice of either of the pamphlets 
on the points reſpecting the challenges, the examination of 
witneſſes, &c. &c. and ſee whether the moſt favourable report 
could reconcile with reaſon, or with the principles of a fair 
trial, any one of theſe particulars. The Earl gave a ſhort ſtate- 
ment of thoſe points, and dwelt a good deal on the lightneſs 
of the offence, viz. a pamphlet having accidentally ſlipt out of 
the defendant's pocket. Lord Lauderdale concluded with 
ſaying, that if the noble Lord ſhould perſiſt in taking the 
opinion of the Houſe, he muſt decline giving his vote either 
fir or againſt the queſtion. REN: ON 
The Earl of Coventry ſaid, if he underſtood the queſtion 
and the nature of the noble Earl's argument, the object was 
to complain of the comparative diſtribution of juſtice in Eng- 
land and Scotland, but he would adduce a much more glaring in- 
ſtance of injuſtice. His Lordſhip then read an extract from 
a printed paper, but he ſpoke in ſo low a tone, that we could 
not diſcover what it was that he alluded to. 


The Lord Chancellor left the woolſack and ſaid, he ſhould: | 


have felt unhappy if the matter had been ſuffered to go off, 
without the judges of the Court of Juſticiary having been 


clearly proved to have acted correctly. His Lordſhip ſaid, the 


grounds of the motion were vague and irrelative in the higheſt 
degree: That it had no appoſite precedent, but was founded 
on a mere looſe ſuggeſtion, and was at once informal and diſ- 
orderly, Granting even that there had been, in the cafes al- 
luded to, a_miſ-trial, that doubts were entertained of the 
legality of any part of their proceedings, that the verdict of 
the jury had not been juſtified by the evidence, that the con- 
duct of the judges had in any degree been founded in miſ- 
apprehenſion of the-caſe, that there had been a miſapplica- 
tion of the law, or in ſhort, if there had been any thing ir- 


regular in the trial, the verdict, or the ſentence, there was a re- 


medy provided by the conſtitution, for bringing the whole into 

revihon, But who ever heard of a ſingle inſtance of an ad- 

dreſs being moved for in that Houſe, to pray his Majeſty to 
Vor. I. 5 A a 9 


r 
— —— 
= 8 


Ge he. JP — 4 
Ie 


Wy 


— 
> 7 we 
WTI 


” K * 4 d > 
=D; 1 


2 


— — — 


———— —ͤ— — 
—— — — _— 
8 — 4 


32— 
A 
S==0O ELD DW) 
oy ä 
3 *. o 


— * 
a 


— 
a> 


8 i 
1 


* 
n + 
Wo 


ws ” : — 
— — — 
. 8 +l 
. Fe. 
., A pe bi” i Is ee "IE 
8 r 
F -#* 


_ 9 * 
rr 2 A FR 


Vs 
2 


þ ar 8 ; . 4 th, > RB * 
e 5 — 2 r * 
> ab 3 IO n *. 
A T0 — * Sr — —— 
2 — > M 3% d WT — 


2 
1 
4 x * 
1 

; 

; 

q 

N 
FU 

4 


2 

1 
N 
. 
. 
* 
» 
0 


Fl 
1 
ris 
ts 
x 
1 ba A 
3 
4. 

==. . 
4 

2 
y 

1 


22 n "0 4 — * — o 
IN AG] i Br rhe —. a * 
E 
— A a _ & — - 


EL. 
Ty,” 
Sr 
- 


x" 1 1 E As 
TIEN * WE" ALA 


9 


Anh 9 . 255 — 


12 


n = 
e 


806 4 — * IE — == 
— — — — — * — -> — _ 4 Sol Vol 7 _ 1 — ——— o — 
—— —2— 2 — . —— * N — — A 2 2 p — — 2 © * 8 * _ , 4 5 —— —— — TER = = = a 7 — _ 2 2 — =; _= = — 2 — 
\. ? . 8 < LoL ; © ON > - A "LA y z 1 2 2 ; W 8 22 — — - — e 3 ” 
- — > r er — r 1 8 1 0 - = hey "thi 
7 2 : a 
— 


$36; WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Lon ps. 


- poſtpone the execution of a. ſentence? Nothing was more 


certain than that human judgment was fallible and might err; 
and not a year, not an aſſize, not a term almoſt patſed, with- 
out inſtances of caſes occurring, when one judge or other was 
happy to have his judgment reviſed by his brothers, and when, 
by more deliberate diſcuſhon of a queſtion, any error into 


_ which he might have fallen might be corrected to the eaſe and 


emedy of the parties concerned. Cruel and hard would be 
the ftuation of a judge, if ſuch means were not given him, 
of retracting any milapprehenſion or accidental error into 
which he had fallen. — What was the way in which this was to 
be done? By the perion, who ſtood convicted, humbling him- 
felf as a criminal before the throne, and preſenting a petition, 
ſtating the hardihips of his caſe, and praying his Majeſty to 
interfere with the gracious exerciſe of his prerogative. His 
Lordfhip ſaid he furely did not fay too much in ſaying that a 
man convicted of a crime by a verdict of a jury ought to hum- 
ble himſelf as a criminal, In truth it was not humbling himſelf, 
it was becoming, that a man againſt whom ſuch a ſentence lay 
ſhould preſent his caſe in terms of ſupplication. Was it fo 
here? Had any pctition been attempted to be preſented by the 
perſons tried in Scotland? No ſuch attempt had been made; 
on the contrary, a boaſting and a vaunting language was held 


by the parties. The known lenity of the crown and inclination 


to mercy, where it was at all proper, ought, not to operate as 
a check to petitions, and when they were prefented, and any 
ſort of ground laid to render it neceſſary, a reference was 
really had to the merits of the caſe, inquiry was made, the judges 
were appealed to, whoſe notes were produced and compared with 


the verdict. This, his Lordſhip ſaid, was the general practice, 


and ſuch was the anxiety of thoſe whoſe duty it was to adviſe his 
Majeſty in all caſes where there was the leaſt doubt entertained 
of the regularity and legal form of the proceeding, that in 
the preſent caſe, although a petition had not been preſented, 
to his knowledge a paper was in exiſtence, whence it would 
appear, that the matter had been inquired into, the judges 
written to; and that whenever that paper was produced, it 
would be ſeen that there exiſted no ground of complaint 
whatever. It was not neceſſary for him to volunteer the pro- 
duction of this paper, but if ever their Lordſhips ſhould 
think proper to entertain an inquiry into the caſe, he would 
pledge himſelf that they would find the conduct of the judges 
of Scotland had been ſuch, as their Lordſhips would always 
deſire to find in men entruſted with functions ſo important. 
He avoided any more ſounding and extravagant terms of 
praiſe, becauſe he wiſhed not to enter into eulogiums that 
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might be thought overſtrained. A man who had written in 
defence of the adminiſtration of juſtice in Venice was pu- 
niſhed by the government for his preſumption and 'officious 
zeal, the government declaring that the adminiſtration of 
juſtice in Venice, ſo far from ſtanding in need of defence, was 
put in queſtion by the very attempt to defend it. | 
The noble Earl, his Lordſhip obſerved, had referred to re- 
ſolutions of that Houſe, as a ground for arraigning the pro- 


_ ceedings on the trials before the Court of Juſticiary in Scotland. 
The Scotch judges neither could know officially, nor be guid- 


ed by any reſolutions of that Houſe; they could act only by 
the rules of their own court, -and it was certain that all the 
inſtances quoted by the noble Earl were clearly within ſuch 
practice. His Lordſhip ſtated, that the law of Scotland was 
totally different from the law of England in all matters of a 
criminal nature ; and upon inquiry it would be found that the 
matters inſiſted on by the noble Earl who brought forward 
the motion, were ſtrictly regular according to the practice of 
the law of Scotland. With regard to the printed accounts 
of the trials in queſtion, they were of little or no authority, 
becauſe it was obvious that they were accommodated to party 
feelings. As to the Lord Advocate's argument, which had been 
ſo much complained of, it was well ſupported in practice, 
for it was undenizble that the Lord Advocate had a right to 
prove facts collateral with the main charge, though not ſpecially 
ſtated in the indictment. In the ſame way, with reſpect to 
the challenges, they were the moſt abſurd that ever were of- 
fered, If challenges were to be made againſt men, merely be- 
cauſe they had ſubſcribed their names to their ſentiments in fa- 
vour of the exiſting government, and had belonged to aſſociations 


to ſupport it, the pannel might offer ſuch challenges again, and 


again, and again, till no jury would be left, or could be found but 
among the known friends and ſupporters of the pannel and 
his principles. In ſhort, all the objections which had been 
made on theſe trials, and which had been properly over-ruled, 
were ſomething in the nature of the ſtory told of a man, who 
being put on his trial for a capital offence, ſaid, he would ſwear 
the peace 1 the judge, for he verily believed he had a deſign 


upon his life. His Lordſhip ſpoke with great ſatisfaction of the 


loyalty and zeal of the people of Scotland, declaring, that it 
was a notorious fact, that che general ſpirit of the eountry was 
in favour of order ard government; that the inhabitants 
of that part of the n were perfectly contented with 
the adminiſtration of criminal juſtice that had prevailed there 
under the practice of the Court of Juſticiary, a practice that had 
prevailed for near a century, with infinite cafe and ſatisfaction 
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to the ſubjects in general. He was therefore glad to find, 
from what had paſſed that day, that their Lordſhips felt 
favourably to thoſe judges who had deſerved ſo well of the 
country in general; he hoped that feeling would continue, 
becauſe it was no more than the judges were amply en- 
titled to. | | 

Earl Stanhope ſaid, nothing that had fallen in the courſe of the 
debate tendedin the ſmalleſt degree to induce himto withdraw his 
motion. A noble Duke had complained that the matter had not 
been brought forward in a regular ſhape ; the noble Duke had 
ſaid, it ſhould have come forward by petition ſupported: by 
aſhdavits and proper documents; and the noble and learned 
Lord on the woolſack had ſaid, that a petition to the crown 
ſhould have been preſented, which was the only proper mode 
of proceeding. He was therefore glad that he had brought 
forward his motion, becauſe he had heard from the noble and 
learned Lord, that there was a legal remedy in caſe of error, 
irregular proceeding on a trial, or illegality of ſentence, And 


what was the legal remedy? That a perſon unjuſtly con- 


demned muſt humble himſelf as a criminal before the throne. 


And this is the boaſted juſtice of Fagan. He truſted that 


no man would be baſe enough, who felt conſcious innocence, 
ſo to humble himſclf; nor was it very becoming the dignity, 
either of national juſtice, or even of royal prerogative, to ex- 
pect of an injured man ſuch ſubmiſſion. He had done 
however good by his motion, for he had drawn from the 
noble and learned Lord on the woolſack a declaration, that, 
on the queſtion being repreſented to the Crown in the ſhape of a 
petition, the remedy would be obtained [he Lord Chancellor ſig- 
nified his diſſent from this flatement of his words, as being whlly 
erronecus ]. The noble and learned Lord then means to fay, 


that there will he no remedy; he adviſes a petition, but de- 


clares at the ſame time that a petition is to be of no avail. 
My Lords, I perſiſt in my motion, and I ſhall divide the Houſe 
if I ſtand alone; I do not care with how many or with how 
few I divide. I look not to numbers, but to arguments, and 


as to argument againſt my motion, I have not heard one of any 


weight whatever either from the noble Earl near me [Lord 
Mansfield], the noble and learned Lord on the woolſack, or 
any other noble Lord.” The practice of the Court of Juſticiary 
of Scotland, as ſtated by the noble Earl, and confirmed by the 
noble and learned Lord, was highly unjuſt, and the remedy 
propoſed by that noble and learned Lord was certainly a moſt 
extraordiuary one; but it was the ſort of remedy which he was 
extremely anxious to avoid, viz. the abſurd and nugatory idea, 
of carrying the ſentence, ſevere as it was, into practice wal 
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and inſtituting an inquiry into its juſtice afterwards, when it 


could be of no ſort of advantage to the parties, let its reſult 


be ever ſo favourable to their caſe. 

Lord Thurlow began with declaring that it was of infinite 
moment that no attack-on the judges of the Court of Juſ- 
ticiary in Scotland ſhould be countenanced by their Lordſhips, 
without having before them the moſt ſerious and ſubſtantial 
grounds for forming an opinion, that the judges had acted in 
a manner irregular, unwiſe, or illegal. Unneceſſarily to en- 
tertain complaints againſt the judges of the criminal courts 
in Scotland, would be attended with fatal conſequences. It 
would go to diſabling magiſtracy, and rendering it inefficient, 
by diminiſhing and deſtroying its authority and depriving it 
of the power of preſerving public tranquillity, which muſt 
follow from leſſening its 5 and importance in the eyes of 
thoſe over whoſe property and conduct it was the duty of the 


criminal judges to preſide and give deciſion; ſince in their 


confidence in the purity with which the laws were enforced 
and public juſtice adminiſtered, depended altogether the ef- 
ficacy ef both the one and the other. Their Lordſhips would 
therefore be always indiſpoſed to any motion of cenſure, made 
lightly, againſt judges; and he could not help ſaying that the 
preſent motion, from the manner in which it was. made and 
ſupported, was of that ſort; for the noble Earl had referred 
their Lordſhips to four acts, reverſing judgments of attainder 
paſſed in the year 1689. Their Lordſhips would recollect the 
period at which theſe acts had paſſed; it was immediately 


aſter the Revolution, when a very juſt and violent ferment ex- 


iſted generally in the minds of the people, in conſequence of 


the moſt cruel, vindictive, and unprincipled adminiſtration of 


Juſtice, that had ever been practiſed in any country. Would 


it be fit that their Lordſhips ſhould now make a reſolution, 
grounded on an analogy between the judgments lately paſſed 
in Scotland, and the proceedings which theſe four acts re- 

verſed? 


He moſt perfectly agreed with the noble Earl in the general 


doctrine which he had laid down with reſpect to criminal 
aàccuſation. Whenever a man was charged and put upon his 
trial for a criminal offence, every tittle of that offence ought 


to be ſet forth and preciſely deſcribed in the indictment, fo. 


as to be previouſly made known to him, that he might prepare 


his anſwer and defence; and it was equally a clear and manifeſt 
principle in criminal juriſprudence, that no one article ſhould 
afterwards be added, ſo as to take the defendant by ſurpriſe. 
And this was not only the uniform and conſtant practice of 
the criminal courts in England, but it was alſo a principle 
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generally recogniſed by the law of Scotland. His Lordſhip gave 
a definition of the nature and form of proceedings in criminal 
caſes, according to the law of Scotland. An indictment 
there was called a ſyllogiſm, conſiſting of three parts. In 
one inſtance in the criminal law of Scotland, that which in 
their law is called art and part, and which is equivalent to 
what in England we call accgſſary before the fact, a greater 
degree of generality and looſeneſs was permitted, than is 


o 
IT IE I IP . — — a 4 — ON PRE DL = — E n_ Eg. IS, in . 9 n 
F —_ 1 — — . p * * * q Sb © an * ky) 1 al : 4 a - * r — = = * * m—_— . 
F eo rs ro arte dio N 5 Al 8 ; DRL At - | 
o * 7 p PE; þ 4 # R * 8 — 6 * — N * = 
45 2 4 F 9 "I : . 4 at . 3 Sn — 5 PS. 5: * 8 IG * £ : <E 2 — ax 66% » 636 NS a; 
ts A — þ 2 * —— ee — weth Nr — os Dat” 8 — x D 
— . 7, Hg a * - — — > — -- E 59 7 — ds — 
n ; FB i Be: * K io EFF; 072" 4 — — —— — ene, | "I 
Reed + © On * ö 
2 — 


. ſuffered in England, or than in any other part of the Scots 
1 criminal law. This was done upon the authority of a ſpecial 
4 ſtatute, by an act of James VI. the preamble of which ſet 
5 forth, that whereas it was difficult to prove the crime of art 
1 and part, if the ſame preciſion in the ſtatement of facts was 
bi required that was neceflary for other fpecies of guilt, it per- 
| mitred them to charge ar? and part generally without enu- 
1 merating the particular facts that tended collaterally to cor- 
1 roborate and confirm the main charge, or the corpus delicti. 
. The indictment begins with ſetting forth the corpus delicli, 
1 which they call the major propoſition of the ſyllogiſm, and 
N this is alleged generally; it then proceeds to the minor part 
'Y of the ſyllogiſm, in which are enumerated all the facts, which, 
} if proved, go to conſtitute the general charge, or major of 
'F the propoſition: And the third was the concluſion, whether 
S ſuch a charge, ſupported by ſuch facts, conſtituted the eri- 
3s minal offence, or corpus dlelicti alleged. | a 
51 This corpus delif7: the judges firſt found: That is, they de- al 
4 | clared whether they found the charge was relevant, and P: 
whether the facts of the minor propoſition, ſtated as collateral Cl 
1 f proofs of the major, were ſo or not. If they decided upon Or 
. both affirmatively, and found the indictment relevant, they re- he 
3 ferred them together with the concluſion to the jury; for the con- 0 
4 cluſion, in the practice of the criminal courts of Scotland, was as 
1 not in the diſcretion of the court, as with us, but was left or 
| 1 } wholly to the jury to decide upon, which made their verdict in ob 
1 criminal caſes leſs queſtionable than that of an Engliſh jury. His th 
MM | Lordſhip ſtated the mode of proceeding in Scotland, The re- ad 
i levancy of the indictment was firſt argued. If found relevant, a g1 
6. copy of it is granted to the pannel, who is allowed fifteen days to 
: prepare his defence ; but he was obliged on his part to pro- he 
pound his iyitem of defence, and give in a liſt of the witneſſes ſo1 
he meant to call in ſupport of it the day preceding his trial. for 
All this was enacted by the act of King William. The firſt . I 
was meant as an advantage granted to the party criminally WC 
charged, and the ſecond was demanded of him as a compen- cer 
ſation on his part for ſo much favour. | wo 


I; 
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It was impoſlible to deny with Sir George Mackenzie, whoſe 
name deſerved much higher praiſe and more reſpeCtful treat- 


ment than it had lately met with, that there was a degree of 
harſhneſs in charging a man generally as art and part in a 
crime, without fpecifying the facts which conſtituted the 


crime; but until he ſhould hear that a defendant had applied 
to the diſcretion of the judges for relief from actual hard- 
ſnip under the ſeverity of this ſtatute, and that they had re- 


fuſed it, he certainly ſhould not conſider it as a charge againſt 


the judges, that a perſon had been ſo tried. It was the ſtatute 
law of the land, and the noble and learned Lord on the wool- 
ſack had truly ſaid, that the queſtion was not, whether the 
law itſelf was ſevere or not? With reſpect to the obſervation. 
of the noble Earl, that a miſuomer in the caſe of one of the 
perſons had not been permitted to operate in his favour; to 
this he ſaid, that undoubtedly in England, if pleaded, the 
indictment would fall to the ground; but in Scotland leſs 
ſtrictneſs was required. | | 

It was their doctrine, that the identity of a perſon was 
better proved by his joining iſſue in the trial, and thereby ac- 
knowledging himſelf to be the perſon indicted, than by being 
perfectly correct in the ſpelling; and in the caſe of Mr. 
Palmer, the error was only that of the mode of ſpelling the 
chriſtian name, viz. whether it ſhould be ſpelt Fytche or Fiſh, 
a matter too trifling not to have been over-ruled, it ſtated as 
an objection that was fatal, in any court of juſtice in either 
part of the kingdom. But with regard to the practice of the 
criminal courts in England or Scotland, whether our ſtrictneſs 
or their looſeneſs was moſt favourable to ſubſtantial juſtice, 
he would not ſtop to inquire, for the queſtion was, whether 
they had ated conformably to their own practice? So far 
as he could judge from what he had read of the proceedings 
on the trial, the counſel for the defendant did not make the 
objeCtion, probably becauſe they knew, as indeed it had been 
thrown out by one of the judges, that, had the objection been 
admitted, it would have only occaſioned a new indictment, and 
given an interval of fiſteen days. | 

In examining a queſtion of this nature, he declared that 
he was to be guided in his judgment by no regard for per- 
ſons; though it was impoſſible but that he ſhould have reſpect 
for thoſe perſons, for ſome of them, ſuch as acquaintance 


_ would naturally produce, and for all that was due to men of 


worth and integrity; but that a queſtion of this fort ſhould 
certainly be diſcuſſed without any influence from perſonal 
conſiderations. The ſpecific crime charged on the gentlemen 


| whoſe caſes had produced this diſcuſſion, was that of verbal 


edition, 
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ſedition, which ſeemed by the Scots Judges to be confidered 
as an offence at common law, an opinion, which in the ſtate 


and limits of his knowledge it would be preſumptuous in 
him to controvert, though it ſeemed to him, from all that he 


had read, or had been able to collect on the ſubject, it had no 


higher origin than the ſtatute of James I. againſt leaſing- 
making, as the ſtatutes of Edward I. and of fcandalum magna- 
tum, were the foundation of our law of libel. The term 
verbal ſedition was indeed improper, becauſe figurative and 
metaphorical ; the true crime of ſedition was well defined 
and underſtood in the Scots law, and clearly anſwered to what 
were here called routes, or riots, unlawful aſſemblies, where the 
people were ſtirred up to riotous acts againſt the peace, and 
which in both countries was clearly diſtinguiſhed from the 
crime of treaſon, the one affecting private property, the other 
the perſon of the ſovereign or his government, which required 
Either an overt act of compaſling the death of the King, of le- 


vying war againſt his government, &c. to be proved previous to 
conviction.— This act of James againſt /za/rng-making had ſub- 


jected the criminal to capital puniſhment; but by the 3dof Queen 
Anne, enumerating all the former ſtatutes, it was reduced to the 


level of what in England we called mifdemeanour, and reftrifted 


to an arbitrary puniſhment of ine, impriſonment, or baniſbmeni.— 
thefe perſons had been tried in England for the ſame of- 


fence, they would have been tried for miſdemeanour; and if 


convicted, would have received the ſentence commonly an- 
nexed to ſuch guilt. What particular circumſtances there 
might be in the temper and diſpoſition of the people of Scot» 
hnd, in the nature of the caſe, or in the general ſtate of the 
kingdom, to induce the judges of Scotland to inflict the 


ſevereſt ſentence within the graſp of their diſcretion under 
the act of Queen Anne; whether that act gave them any 
fuch diſcretion, or what additional latitude they conceived to 


derive from the act of the 25th of his preſent Majeſty, it was 
not for him to determine; nor indeed was it the bufineſs of 


that day to inquire. It was always his wiſh to believe that 


Judges acted with a ſound diſcretion. ' It was idle to ſay, 


however, that lapſes did not occur to judges, and that errors, 


were not incident to all human tribunals, as well as to all 


human conduct; judges would be placed in a moſt unfortu- 


nate ſituation, if opportunities were not furniſhed them to 
revife and reconſider their opinions. The noble and learned 
Lord on the woolfack had ſaid, and ſaid truly, that in all 
caſes where the judges or juries had either miſtaken the law, 
or gone beyond their diſcretion, the becoming and conſtitu- 
tional courſe was, for the perſons aggrieved to petition his 


Majeſty 
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Majeſty for redreſs ; whoſe gracious inclination and undoubt- 
ed prerogative it was, not only to temper the harſhneſs of 
legal judgments, but to prevent the erroneous. deciſions of 
his courts of criminal juſtice from being injurious or oppreſ- 
five to his ſubjets. 8 1 wh 

All utterers of ſedition, whether in words or writing, ought, 
his Lordſhip ſaid, to be brought to condign puniſhment, He 
had already ſtated the difference between ſedition and treaſon ; 
the practice and the law on this ſubject were in Scotland dif- 
tinct and peculiar in. both caſes from what obtained in Eng- 


land. The conviction lay with the jury, but the puniſhment 


with the diſcretion of the court, only hmited to three modes, 
viz, fine, impriſonment, or baniſhment. 'Fhat being the law 
of Scotland, it was idle and uſeleſs to cavil on the ground 
of compariſon of what would have been the ſentence here for 
a ſimilar offence, and what had been the ſentence where the 
court had an, undoubted diſcretion, At the ſame time, his 
Lordſhip: ſaid he would not diſguiſe his opinion, that the 
diſcretion onght to be wiſely exerciſed, and the puniſhment 
apportioned ſecundem modum delicti. If it ever were to happen 
that the degree of puniſhment, which, in this country at 
leaſt, was enacted as the proper puniſhment of felony, was 
adjudged in a caſe of miſdemeanour, and ſuch a ſentence 
ſhould be ſo enormouſly ſevere, compared with the degree 
of criminality, as to revolt mens minds on account of it, he 
ſhould lament it extremely, ' becauſe he feared it would be 
attended with muck ſerious inconvenience in future. His 


Lordfhip begged: to be. underſtood, in having ſaid this, as 


having only thrown out his general opinion on the ſubject, 
without meaning to apply it either to the caſe, that day agi- 
tated, or to any particular cafe or perſon whatſoever. His 
Lordſhip concluded his ſpeech (which turning entirely upon 
points of law, we have reported with no ſmall dread of miſ- 
conception) with again recommending it to the Houſe to be 
particularly cautious, how they entertained any thing like a. 
cenſure or an attack on the conduct of judges, either of the 
_ Engliſh or the Scotch courts, it being at all times highly neceſ- 
tary to ſupport the magiſtracy, and carefully avoid leſſening 
its weight and authority. | 
The Houſe divided, Content 1 
55 Net Contents 49 
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© PROTEST, | 
Die Veneris, 31 Jan. 1704. 

The Order of the Day being read for the Lords to be furs 
moned, 

It was moved, That the ſeyeral Fatrics in the Journal of 
the 8th, 10th, and 13th of June, 1689, relative to the bill 
intitled,“ An a& for reverſing the attainder of Henry Cor- 
niſh, Eſq. late Alderman of the City of London,” be now read, 

The ſame were accordingly read by the Clerk. 

Then it was moved, That an humble addreſs be oriented 
to his Majeſty, humbly to repreſent to his Majeſty, that this 

Houſe has been informed that Thomas Muir, Eſq. who was 
tried before the High Court of Juſticiary at Edinburgh, in 
the month of Auguſt Jaſt, upon a charge of ſedition, has 
been condemned and ſentenced to be tranſported beyond ſeas 
for the ſpace of fourteen years; and further to repreſent to 
his Majeſty, that this Houſe intends to proceed without delay 
to examine the circumſtances of ſuch condemnation and of 
ſuch ſentence; and therefore humbly to beſeech his Majeſty, 
that the ſaid Thomas Muir, Eſq. may not be tranſported be- 
yond ſeas, until this Houſe ſhall have had ſufficient time to 
make ſuch examination, 

Which being objected to: After debate, 

The queſtion being put thereupon, it was reſolved i in the 
negative. | 

Tellers E: Stanhope Content I 
rs ZE. Stair Not Contents 49 
Diſſentient. 1ſt, Becauſe the attending to the due admi- 
niſtration of juſtice, and the watching over the conduct of 
the various courts in this kingdom, is one of the moſt im- 
portant branches of the buſineſs of this Houſe, and is at all 
times alſo one of its moſt eſſential duties. 

⁊2dly, Becauſe it obviouſly appears to be proper to examine 
into the juſtice and legality of a ſentence before it is executed, 
and not to permit it to be executed firſt, and then to examine 
into its juſtice and legality afterwards. 

3dly, Becauſe, for want of ſuch timely trier iliac on the 
part of this Houſe, it has formerly happened, that, within a 
thort time, no leſs than four unjuſt and illegal judgments were 
actually carried into execution, as appears from the reſpective 
attainders of the innocent ſufferers having been afterwards re- 

verſed and made void (when it was too late) by four acts of 
Parliament, made and paſſed in the firſt year of the reign of 
their late Majeſties King William and Queen Mary, namely, 
in the caſes of Alderman AE Alice Liſle, * Sid- 
ney, and Lord Ruſſel. | 
_ athlyy 
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Athly, Becauſe it is contrary to the firſt and immutable 
principles of natural juſtice, that any thing to the prejudice of 
a defendant ſhould be brought before a jury in a criminal pro- 
ſecution, that is “ only collateral, not in iſſue, nor neceflary 
in the concluſion.” Rf ü | 


F thly, Becauſe it is not (nor ought to be) competent for the 
_ proſecutor to produce any evidence to ſupport any matter 


that is not charged in the indictment; that is to ſay, diſ- 
tinctly and preciſely charged, and not by mere epithets or 
general words, ſuch as oppreſſion, ſedition, vexation, or the like. 
. Gthly, Becauſe in like manner it is not (nor ought to be) 
competent for a proſecutor to produce any evidence to prove 


any crime to have been committed by a defendant, in any 
other particular than that wherein it is in the indictment ex- 


preſly charged to have been committed. 5 
Ithly, Becauſe no ſuch proceedings as thoſe above ſtated, 
nor any of them, can be juſtified under pretence, that © if 
it had been neceſſary to ſpecify in the indictment all the 
facts againſt the defendant, the indictment would have co- 
vered, by its magnitude, the walls of the Court.“ And 

8thly, Becauſe in one year of the trial of Warren Haſtings, 
Eſquire, namely, in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
ninety, there were no leſs than four deciſions of the Houſe of 
Lords upon this ſubject, viz. on the twenty- fifth day of Fe- 
bruary, when the Lords reſolved, 

That the Managers for the Commons be not admitted to 
give evidence of the unfitneſs of Kelleram for the appointment 
of being a renter of certain lands in the province of Bahar; 
the fact of ſuch unſitneſs of the faid Kelleram not being 
ch arged in the impeachm ent. Ee. 

And again on the 4th day of May, when the Lords decided, 
„That it is not competent to the Managers for the Com- 
mons to put the following queſtion to the witneſs upon the 


ſeventh article of charge, viz.— Whether more n 


did actually exiſt under the ne inſtitution than under the old? 
And again on the 18th day of May, when the Houſe of 


Lords reſolved, | 


„That it is not competent to the Managers for the Com- 
mons to give evidence of the enormities actually committed 


by Deby Sing; the ſame not being charged in the impeach- 


ment.“ | 


And again on the 2d day of June, when the Lords reſolved, 
6“ That it is not competent for the Managers on the part of 


the Commons to give any evidence upon the ſeventh article 


of the impeachment, to prove that the letter of the 5th of 
rg BY3 May 
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May 1781, is falſe, in any other particular than that wherein 
it is expreſly charged to be falſe.” che 1 Teton 
The ſaid deciſions of the Houſe of Lords are founded upon 


principles not peculiar to trials by impeachment. They are 


founded upon common ſenſe, and on the immutable principles 
of juſtice. In Scotland thoſe principles are peculiarly, neceſ- 
fary to be adhered to, inaſmuch as by the laws of that part of 
the united kingdom, a defendant is obliged to produce ajicom- 
plete liſt of all his wirneſſes in exculpation, the day before 
the trial. That alone appears to me a conſiderable hardſhip. 
But if, after ſuch liſt is actually delivered in by the defeſiſtant, 
any facts (or ſuppoſed facts) not particularly ſet forth as eximes 
in the indictment, may, on the following day, for the, firſt 
time, and without notice, be fuddenly brought out in evi- 


dence upon the trial againſt the defendant; fuch e e | 


from ſuch an entrapping mode of trial, may be convicted, al- 


though innocent. Such proceedings (whether ſupported or 
unſupported by any old Scotch ſtatute paſſed in arbitrary 
times) ought, I conceive, to be- reviſed. For, in a free 


country, there ought not to be one mode of adminiſtering 


Juſtice to one man, namely, to Mr. Haſtings, and an oppoſite 


mode of adminiſtering juſtice to another man, namely, to 
5 1 4 > #20 STANHOPE, 


_ HOUSE OF COMMONS, © 7 
FRIDAY, January 31. ee LY 

TREATY WITH THE KING. OF. SARDINIA, * 
The Order of the Day being read for the Houſe to refolre 
itſelf into 2 Committee of: Supply, the Chancellor: of the 
Exchequer moved, that the Freaty between his Britannic Ma- 


jeſty and the King of Sardinia be referred to the ſaid Com- 


Nnttee. 3 ur R 

Mr. Fox ſaid, the firſt time he read over the Freaty then 
before the Committee, he was a good deal ſurpriſed at its 
contents; he had read it over again and again, and his fur- 
priſe had increaſed every time he peruſed it. He conſidered 


the treaty to be ſuch as his duty to his conſtituents. did not 
permit him to aſſent to without offering fome obſeryations, 


and receiving a ſatisfactory anſwer to thoſe obſervations. 
He had never conceived, that it could be wiſe to enter into any 
treaty by which we were to receive nothing, and to give every 
thing; or to bind ourſelves to maintain a perpetual war for the 


benett of the party with whom we contracted, without _ | 
5 | ing 
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thing ſtipulated in our favour that might be deemed an equi- 
valent for ſo hazardous an engagement. When he looked at 
the — he ſhould have an neg that the King of Sardinia 
had it then in his power to have put us in poſſeſſion of the 
port of Nice, or to have afforded us an eaſy paſſage into France 
through his territory of Savoy. Theſe, indeed, would have 
been advantages for which we ought to have given ſomething 
in return; becauſe, undet certain ' circumſtances, they might 
have contributed much to the facility of carrying on 'a war 
with France. But when he recollected the circumſtances 
under which the treaty was made, he found that the King of 
Sarda had loſt Nice, and that Savoy was over-run before we 
thought of entering into any negotiation'on'the ſubject. He 
admitted that the aſſiſtance of the King of Sardinia might poſs 
iibly be uſeful in the proſecution of che war; but in obtaining 
aſſiſtance we ought to eſtimate the benefits on either part, 28 
well what we gave as what was to be given us. By this 
treaty- the King of Sardinia was bound only to maintain 
po, ooo men, and for what purpoſe? Merely for the defence 
of his own territories. If we had expected any thing more of 
him, we ſhould find ourſelves miſerably difappolated for 
that part of France which was juſtly ſuppoſed to have been 
the moſt averſe to the preſent reigning fyſtem in Paris, and 
therefore the moſt likely to enter into our views, far from re- 
ceiring any ſupport from the King of Sardinia, had been left 
to pay the forfeit of what the Conventions called treaſon to 
the Republic. What then did we gain by this treaty, in ſtipu- 
lation or in fact That the King of Sardinia ſhould keep up 
a force to deſend his own territories. | What did we engage 
to perform ? Not only to pay a ſubſidy of 200,000. a year in 
aid of maintaining this! force, but to reſtore to the King of 
Sardinia” all: thoſe territories which the French had wreſted 
from him, white: we were ſitting by tame and quiet ſpectaters, 
and boaſting of our neutrality. Unleſs we could afford to 
make war for ever; unleſs we ſuppoſed ourſelves exempted 
from the ordinary viciſſitudes of human affairs, we might be 
reduced to purchaſe peace by great ſacrifices on our part, in 
order to make good our engagements with the King of Sar- 
dinia, or to ſubject ourſelves to the reproach of breach of 
faith, by making peace without obtaining the reſtoration of 
his territories.” ' One would have thought that for all this the 
King of Sardinia was to do ſomething of equal importance for 
us; but in the treaty an equivalent would be looked for in 
vain, We were not only to pay him for keeping up a force to 
defend the territories he had ſtill remaining, but ey ame 
A | elves 
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ſelves not to make peace without reſtoring to him the terri- 
tories he had loſt. _ 1 mg Scene t as 
For the ſake of argument, Mr. Fox ſaid, he would admit 


khat the reſtoration of Savoy to the King of Sardinia was ne- 


ceſſary to the balance of Europe, and that no peace ought to 
be made with France but upon that condition. Why, even 
in that caſe, fetter ourſelves with an engagement which we 
could not poſſibly know that we ſhould be able to fulfil ? 
When the time of treating for peace came, with how much 
more advantage, and how much more honour to -ourſelves, 
ſhould we not have been enabled to treat, without the clog of 
this convention upon us? Then might the miniſter have ſaid 
with an air of dignity, © The King of Sardinia is not to be 
oppreſſed becauſe! he is weak. In all the tranſactions of na- 
tions, juſtice 1s to be regarded as well as power, 'The reſtora- 


tion of Savoy is demanded by juſtice, and eſſential to the 


future tranquillity of Europe. We ſhall liſten to no propo- 
ſitions for peace of which this is not a preliminary.”—With 
how much more advantage and honour might we thus have 
ſtipulated for the reſtoration of Savoy, if this miſerable treaty 
had never been made? We ſhould then have ſtood forward as 
the proteCtors of the weak, and the defenders of the balance 
of power. Now, we had not given, but ſold our aſſiſtance to 


the King of Sardinia—and ſold it: for what? For nothing. 
Miniſters having done this, and the Houſe having ſanctioned 


it, they were next to call upon the people of England to pay 


a ſubſidy of 200,000l. He knew, Mr. Fox faid, that in every 
war to be carried on by a confederacy, the weaker: powers 


waom we engaged in that confederacy muſt be paid by us: 
But we were not certainly to pay them all; nor thoſe whom 


we did, for defending themſelves ?. Did we ſuppoſe, on the 


preſent occaſion, that the King of Sardinia had no inclination. 
to defend his own dominions? If we did, our money ſhould 
have been aſked for as a grant, not-as a ſtipulation, which 
was to involve us in difficulties of a-thouſand times more 
conſequence than the value of our money. We could not, 
however, ſuppoſe that the King of Sardinia was not inclined 
to defend himſelf, without our paying for-it. Our treaty, 


therefore, was not a purchaſe, for we did not buy the King 


of Sardinia's inclination 3 nor was it a gift, for we, the givers, 
came under an obligation to the party to whom we gave. It 
might be ſaid, that the treaty bound the King of Sardinia to 
continue the war as long as we might think fit, even after he 
himſelf might wiſh to conclude it. If this was what we had 


gained by the treaty, would not the neutrality of the King of 


Sardinia 
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Sardinia have been far more beneficial, and far leſs embar- 
raſſing? It would not be argued that there was any chance of 
a ſeparate peace between the King of Sardinia and France or 
that the King of Sardinia had any proſpect of recovering Nice 
and Savoy, without our aſſiſtance. What then had we done? 
If the recovering of his territories was of more importance to 
the King of Sardinia, than it could be to us, we had given a 
ſubſidy, where we ought to have received one. {5 

He ſhould perhaps be told, Mr. Fox ſaid, that the treaty be- 
ing concluded by his Majeſty, the proper repreſentative of the 
country in all tranſactions with foreign powers, the Houſe 
could not refuſe to ratify it, without ſubjeCting themſelves to 
the imputation of a breach of faith. This doctrine he muſt 
peremptorily deny. If the Houſe was conſidered as bound to 
make good every treaty which his Majeſty, by the advice of 
his miniſters, might think proper to conclude,there was a com- 
plete ſurrender of the public purſe to the executive power. He 
concluded with obſerving, that having thus briefly ſtated his 


objections to the treaty with the King of Sardinia, the other 
_ treaties, e lems with his Sicilian Majeſty, were not 


to be conſidered as having his approbation, becauſe he did not 


* 


Ar. Pois ſaid, the nation being engaged in a conteſt of 
ſuch material intereſt to every friend to order and civilization 
in Europe, it behoved the miniſter to have recourſe to ſuch 
meaſures as were moſt likely to bring the war to a ſafe and 
honourable concluſion. He had heard with ſurpriſe on a former 
occaſion, the treaty with the King of Sardinia called unprece- 
dented and iniquitous. - The . epithet, unprecedented, applied 
by the Right Hon, Gentleman, ſo fond of harſh epithets, was 
now abandoned. It was natural for the Right Hon. Gentle- 


man, and thoſe who like him oppoſed the principle of the war, 
to oppoſe alſo every meaſure that could contribute to its ſucceſs. 


On the contrary, he who thought that our commerce, our 
conſtitution, our liberty and religion, depended on the vigorous 
proſecution of the war, could not oppoſe any treaty or con- 
vention that ſeemed to him likely to render it ſucceſsful. To 
prove that the treaty was not unprecedented, he appealed to 
former treaties with the King of Sardinia, and with Portugal, 
leveral articles of which he deſired to have read, in particular 
certain articles' contained in the treaty of Worms, between 
England, Hungary, and Sardinia, in which the laſt power was 
ſubſidized by this country, and in which he contended the 6th 
and 7th articles correſponded. with the iſt; the 8th with the 
2d; and the 12th with the 3d, in the preſent treaty. In the 
treaty likewiſe concluded between this country and Sardinia, . 


= 
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in 17503, upon the war on the Spaniſh ſucceſſion, the latter 
was ſubſidized by us, and to exactly the ſame amount. Upon 
the former of theſe treaties he ſhould only obſerve, that it was 
| figned on our parts by the cabinet of that day, by men whoſe 
memories ſtood higheſt in eſtimation at that time for talents 
and integrity; and alſo that it met with the concurrence of that 
Houſe without oppoſition, or even debate. When, by the 
treaty of 1704, we obtained the acceſſion of the King of Sar- 
dinia to the grand alliance, the war then depending was of the 
fame nature with that in which we were now engaged. We 
were fighting for our independence as a nation, and for the 
_ tranquillity and liberties of Europe. Compare the dangers 

with which we were threatened by the ambition of Louis XIV. 
with thoſe which we had to dread from the preſent rulers of 
France, men whom he knew not how to claſs, whom he could 
not dignify with the name of barbarians, who were allied to 


civilized nations only by their vices.—Compare our preſent 


dangers with our former, and fee how much greater ought to 
be our exertions. So ſtriking was the difference, that in the 
prefent war of neceſſity, he would ſay, let thoſe who can fur- 
niſh money, furniſh money; let thoſe who had men, fend 
them; let thoſe who poſſeſs ſhips, ſupply them; and let 
every man exert himſelf in ſupport of the common cauſe in 
which we were engaged. With reſpect to the policy of rhe 
treaty, it appeared to him to be amply juſtified on that ground; 
ſince he had ever conſidered it to be an effential part of the 
policy of all nations, that in a war of defence aſſiſtance was to 
be obtained wherever and however it could be had; and that 
thoſe of whom we received aſſiſtance were to be aſſiſted in re- 
turn. Might we not then in any inſtance commute fuccours 
in money for ſuccours in men? The ſubſidy granted to the 
King of Sardinia was not for his own defence only, but for the 
general purpoſes of the war. In this point of view it appeared 


to be underitood, for, if he was not miſtaken, the Sardinian 


troops ſent to Toulon were held to be paid for by the ſubſidy. 
If he even felt the conditions of the treaty to be leſs advantage- 


, ous to this country than they ought to have been, yet while he 


felt the neceiſity of ſupporting the war, he would not oppoſe 
referring it to the committee. He held the right of Parliament 
to refuſe ſupplies as high as any man; but to refuſe tlie ſanc- 
tion of the Houſe to this treaty would be, in his opinion, to 
looſen the bands of the combination now ſo fortunately formed 
to reſiſt the madneſs and anarchy of France. To diffolve this 
combination might ſuit the views of thoſe who thought that 
we had no intereſt in what was paſſing on the continent, and 


that the narrow channel by which we were divided from it oe 
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a ſufficient protection. Conceiving, however, that the war 
was neceſſary, that our ſecurity and all we poſſeſſed . depended 
on its ſucceſs, Mr. Powis ſaid, he ſhould vote: for ſending the 


treaty to a committee. 


recovery of his territories, and had occaſioned a very io! 
diverſion of the forces of the common enemy. Although it 
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the treaty by additional reaſoning upon the ſubject. Ny 
his Right Hon. Friend, nor thoſe who afted with him, Ju 
offertd any oppoſition to giving energy to proſecute the wat, i 
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tendant on the exertions made, it wasfair to Cay, that if the ſub- 


ſidy paid to the King of Sardinia ſhould appear more to further 


the attainment of that ſucceſs, than if the ſame ſum were laid 
out in any other way, that ſubſidy would in fact be an act of 
cecohomy. He admitted that ſupplies for carrying ona war muſt 
preſs hard on the peaſantry ; but, while he lamented the truth of 
the argument, he muſt obſerve that it was as applicable to every 


other war as to this. The true queſtion to be conſidered was, 


ſhall we make every exertion of our own, and draw all poſſible 
aſſiſtance from every other power we can bring on the head of 
France, in a war the moſt important of any in. which we ever 
were engaged? If, when 85,000 ſeamen were voted;the, other 
day, 5000 mere had been aſked for, would any man have ob- 
jected to the addition ? Certainly not. Vet a 200,000]. ſubſidy 
to the King of Sardinia, did not exceed the expence of go 
additional ſeamen, and the aſſiſtance obtained by it was more 
effectual. With reſpect to the ſſt ipulation that peace ſhould 
not be concluded, without the reſtoration of all the territories 
of the contraQing parties, it was. the practice in every ſuch. 
treaty. If we were not bound by treaty, we ſhould be bound 


by policy, to prevent France from multiplying her ports in the 
Mediterranean, by keeping poſſeſſion of Ville Franche and 
Nice. Beſides, we were already bound by the treaty with 
Naples to maintain a naval force in that quarter. If we ſhould 
bring France to negotiate for peace with a. government, con- 


Gdermyg itſelf under obligations to the combined powers; or 
if we ſhould compel the preſent anarchy of France to ſue for 


2% would not Nice and Savoy in either caſe be reſtored ? 
If unfortunately we ſhould be obliged to treat on other terms 


than ſecurity for the balance of power, all. ſecurity for our 
own . franquillity muſt vaniſh (a circumſtance which he de- 
precated) ; but under ſuch circumſtances. the King of Sardinia 


would neither be able or willing to carry on the war, nor was 
| I at all likely that he would defire the continuance of it on our 


part: Whether, therefore, we were ſucceſsful or unſuecceſſ- 
ful, our ſtipulations to the King of Sardinia could not militate 
againſt our intereſts; and until Gentlemen ſhould think proper 
to prefer a deluſive repoſe to a proſpect of. ſecurity by vigorous 
exertion, he truſted the treaty. would be agreed to- | 

Mr. Grey ſaid, he rofe rather 10 obviate a. miſconception of 


what had fallen from his Right Hon. Friend, on:-which/Gent|- 
men on the other fide frequently choſe to debate, than with 


any hope of enforcing the arguments already advanced againſt 


of 
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it were to be proſecuted ; they did not therefore wiſh to be 
_ conſidered as © uſtlefs 'oppoſers”—a light in which the Hon; 
Gentleman who fpoke laſt but one, hat” thought” proper to 
hold them, up. The queſtion then to be debated was,” © Was 
this 4 treaty calculated to give energy to the war?“ He 
denied that his Right Hon. Friend had uſed the epithet, “ un- 
precedented;“ but if his Right Hon: Friend had uſed that epi- 
thet, he muſt, Mr. Grey ſaid, hear many more circumſtances, 
than had yet been ſtated, before he could think that it did not 
apply, as Well as the epithets abſurd and iniguituur. To prove 


any reſemblanee in point of precedent between this and for- 


mer treaties; it muſt be prov! that they were concluded under 
citcumſtantes nearly ſimilar. All the arguments of Gentle- 


men o the other fide had proceeded on the preſumption that 


VVV 
referre@ to (1703); inſtead of finding the King of Sardinia actu- 
ally engaged in a war with France, and part of his territories 


taken 215 him, we found him the ally of France, and gaye | 


Franck? The terms tipulated, therefore, might properly be 
conſidered as the price of breaking His alliance with France; 
and taking part wich us. In default of other argument, th 

favourite topic was reſorted to, which, as had heen . faid; 
made mus pitfons infrg@”theix feaſon; and the Holle way 


him the terns ſtipulated in that treaty, to' withdraw him 


told that the anarchy of France was more dangerous than the 


ambition of Louis XIV. What was the nature of our con- 


teſt with chat mönarch? A conteſt for dur conſtitution and 


cur bérty; for the political existence and the independenas 
of every fate in Europe. What more could our conteſt be 
now?” At tlie time of concluding the treaty of Worms, the 
King of Sardinzga was engaged in war, and had Toft part of his 


dominions. Jo that trezty, however, the Queen of Hungary, 


our ally, 'was*a party. Did it nodes our preſent allies 
were parties to the re By If the preeedent were as 

apt as Gentlethen could de ſire, 

concluded then, would: Juſtify coneluding a bad treaty now? 
One difference between the two treaties was ſtriking; in the 
former, there were three contracting powers; in the prefent, 
two only: Admitting, then, that, for the preſervation of the 
balance of power, it were neceſſary to preſetve Sardiuia entire, 
we ſhoy}d apply, not to Sardinia, but to other powers. Had 
we fo done in the preſent inſtance, there had been à greater 
imilarity between the two treaties. He admitted that Savoy 
ought to be recovered for the Ki of Sardinia, But this 
ought to be made a general obje of the confederacy againſt 


France, as was done by the treaty of Worms, The other 
r Sg K * ib combined 
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aring it with Emilar treaties that preceded it, it muſt be 


_ deemed bad, inaſmuch as it propoſed a'greater price for fimis 


lar adyantages, or accepted of aleſs return for a ſimilar reward. 
Upon the firſt of theſe. grounds, he had not heard any 
Gentleman attempt to rely, and therefore it was wholly 
unneceſſary for him to offer any argument in its ſupport. 


With reſpe& to the ſecond objection, he had been at fome 


pains in comparing the preſent with preceding treaties, and he 
was free to confeſs he was unable to diſcover thoſe defects ſo 
ſtrongly inſiſted on. He was ready to admit, that the treaty 
of Worms was not exactly ſimilar in principle; but there was 
one treaty as yet untouched upon, which, he conceived, would 
in the moſt complete manner meet every principle upon 
which the preſent was founded. He alluded to the treaty of 
1758, coneluded between this country and the then King of 
Pruſſia; who, in the midlt of a war, in which he waSinyolved, 
was actually ſublidized by us to the amount of 3 
annum, and the groynds upon which this ſubſidy was expreſly 


ſtated to be granted, were theſe three: That he was opprefled 


* 


in appearance unable to reſiſt them; and that his overthrow 


. 


would be. deſtructive. to the balance of power in Europe: 
Here then was a precedent, eſtabliſhing both the principle and 
fact upon which the preſent treaty. was founded; a precedent 
which, it muſt be remembered, was carried not only without 
oppoſition, but with triumph, through that Houſe, and 
received the united ſuffrage of the whole nation. The 
ER then was concerning the balance of power, and how 
ar it was connected with the neceſſity of granting that ſub- 
ſidy. He would aſk whether this ciuettion was more likely ts 
avail in taking the money out of the pockets of our ignorant 
peaſantry, than that which concerned their deareſt intereſts, 
and on which depended their very exiftence? Could it have 
been ſtated to them, that the balance of power depended on 
their putting their hands in their pockets to affiſt a man com- 
paratively as poor as themſelves; or was it likely that they 


by enemies, Who had attacked him on all ſides; that he was 


thould underſtand the ſubject better, than when told, that in 
ſubſidizing the King of 9 


ardinia, they were contributing to 
their immediate preſervation? It having been admitted, on 
all hands, that the King of Sardinia was too poor, and tos 
impotent, to carry on the war alone; the queſtion was, 
whether we ſhould ſupport him, or whether inaſmuch as it 
was ſuppoſed the Earl of Yarmouth had negotiated beſt be- 
cauſe he had coſt us nothing, ſo we were to ſuppoſe the Kinę 


of Sardinia would fight the better becauſe he was left unpaid ? 


He did not mean any. perſonal diſreſpe& to the Right Hon. 


Gentleman to whom he alluded ; but, according to his argu- 
| ment, 
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ment, even the King of Sardinia ought to ſubſidize us: That is, Jv 
finding that power weaker, and leſs able to defend Herſelf than 1 
che "el of our allies, we ſhould have ſaid to her, Jou ſhalt _ 
fight, and pay us for juſt doing nothing at all but looking on.“ ho 
11115 precedent tending then evidently to n the preſe n all 
treaty, as in principle and fact, the only poi idle objeCtionstha 3 thi 
could be ſtated againſt it, Mr. Canning faid, muſt ariſe from 2 
the war itſelf, Upon this head, not Having the horiour of 3 lib 
feat in that Houſe at the commencement of he war, he be red 

their indulgence while he ſtated the grounds upon which e ap 
wiſhed to give a decided voice in fayour of the prititiples'and 4 
neceſſit upon which that war was grounded,” nts mY hs 5 3 _- 
Mr. 8 in this part of his ſpeech juſtified the vote he W 
meant to give, by an able and ſuccin Tecapttulatibn of the bal 
arguments which were laſt ſeſhon urged by the" Chancellor a8 
of the Exchequer, and other members f both Houſes; in ſap, — 
poxt of the neceſſity of the war, and 8 evils 55 the 
would avert; which, if not reſiſted effeQually, would" mike thi 
Great Britain a ſcene of the ſame anarchy arid eps et eq 
at preſent rendered France a held of, Horror and bloodſhed, int 
Among other ſtriking points in this part of Mr. Canning 1 
ſpeech, one was his remark, that, had it not beef for the war, 3 
pau orreſponding Revolution Society might poſſibly haye been '& 
Gtting on the benches of the Houle or inftead of debating dn 4 2 
treaty of alliance, they might have been debating Off che Penang not 
of raiſing a forced loan, demanded b ſome roc 11014 deput 'Gty 
from the French Convention. He had late! *<6me," he” faid, the 
from among the people, where he had ſeen the utmoſt una tha 
mity for proſecuting the war; and when he Tame 1 5 une 
their repreſentatives, he was happy to find that their fenti- | cha 
ments were, as they ought to be, in uniſon" with thoſe of me 
their conſtituents. He concluded a very maſterly maiden ad 
ſpeech, with declaring, that conſidering the" treat as an is 
eſſential part of an extenſive ſyſtem, for bringing the war to 4 and 
fortunate concluſion, it ſhould have his ſupport,” hen 
Mr. Stanley roſe, as a country gentleman, to hint at their fros 
ſentiments and to ſtate his own. He ſaid, he approved of tl f rule 
treaty, and ſhould have done ſo if the ſubſidy had been doubled. "as 
e approved of the war; but, with many other to Wa. 
tlemen who had given it their zealous upp that 
not been conducted with ſufficient vigour. "He e try. 
miniſter to keep a watchful eye over the ſeveral d on 
of office under him: If ever an honourable and di n 
ſupport was given to any miniſter, it had heen given to the ut 
Chancellor of the Exchequer for the laſt four years. Let him dur 
ſhew himſelf worthy of that ſupport: Let him ſhew himſe He 
the fon of Chatham, He did not think, howeyer, that there ws 
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had been a want of Ar i Ove of the official F none 
and feeling as be did tor the honour of the Britiſh arms, ie 
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all, for it was not a, time. f Dr England to be idle. Peace lie 


thought at preſens, impoſſible, becauſe we were engaged with 
enemies who enyied ug our. conſtration, eur religion, dür- 
mer Pe every thing we poſſeſſed,  _ 
Ar. Fox faid, in explanation, that although he had never 
applied the epithet © unprecedented” to the treaty, he had 10 
He to adopt it, unleſs ſome A could be adduced * 
more in point than any he had yet heard. When the treaty of 
Worms was concluded, the King of Sardinia was literally 
balancing between the two contending 5 and the terns 
agreed upon were the price of his declaring for us. I 
other treaty was alſo equally diſſimilar from the preſent : "By 
the terms of that treaty, we gave every thing to receive no- 
thing; and bound ourſelves by ſtipulations, the eventful con- 
ſequences of which might prove highly injurious to 'our 
int /„ . ⅛˙—rÄ 8 
Mr. Milhank ſaid a few words in favour of the treaty. _ 
Mr, Alderman Newnham ſaid, that thoſe with whom he had 
acted in former Parliaments, as well as others in that Hou 
knew, that, at the commencement of the preſent war, he had 
not an opportunity of delivering his ſentiments on the ee 
ſituation of this country in that Houſe, not at that time having 
the honour of a ſeat in it, but he thought it 8 take 
that opportunity of doing ſo, He confeſſed that he came 
under the deſcription of what ſome conſidered a ludicrous 
character. He was what was called an Alarmiſt, at the com- 
mencement of the French conteſt : He, was ſo ſtill, and the 
waren eee be, if not an unayoidable, 
indiſputably a neceſſary one, and therefore he was an alarmiſt; 
and with Har impreſſion as to the war itſelf, and being appre- 
. benfiye that great inconvenience muſt ariſe to this count 
from the ſucceſs 1 under the preſent ſyſtem of Its 
rulers, he felt it his duty to, ſay, it was his intention in the moſt 
determined manner to ſupport the miniſter in carrying on the 
War, and he truſted it would be conducted in the beſt männer 
that might eonducè to the honour and advantage of this coun- 
ry. To Geademen with whom he bad for « lobg ime tg 
on political queſtians, Was willing to give the fulleſt credit 
generally for the purity of their motives; and he had no doubt 
ut their conduct { 


ill was the reſult of their real opinions; 
but he could no rer asd with them upon the preſent criſis. 
* 25 Le e WL; 

He hoped the exertions of this country would be made to the 
utmoſß of its power, to carry on the preſent war; for he 

- ; appre- 
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The Alderman ſaid, he had heard doubts entertained of the 
legality and propriety of the manner in which the Heſſian 
troops had been landed in this country: He thought it a 


matter highly neceſſary, and therefore laudable. So far was 
he from feeling any uneaſineſs on this occaſion, that he 


rejoiced at it; and he hoped that more of them, or other 
foreign troops, would come here, for they might all be wanted 


for the protection of England againſt an invaſion. He did 


not call upon the miniſter to explain the reaſon why theſe 
Heſſian troops were landed here: No doubt he had a geod 
"reaſon for it, and poſſibly that might be an apprehenſion 
of invaſion, He hoped they ſhould all join and concur in 
opinion on the propriety of doing every thing in public and in 


private to ſupport the war, to the utmoſt of the power of 


every man in the country. The preſent war was certainly 
diſtinct and different from every other war we had ever been 


engaged in; it was a war for the protection of all civil ſociety: 
The Alderman declared, therefore that he ſhould vote for the 
miniſter, in order to ſupport it; and he truſted it would be 
conducted wiſely, till it ſhould be brought to a happy and 
honourable termination. 3 180 
The queſtion for referring the treaty between his Majeſty 


and the King of Sardinia to a Committee of Supply, was 
put and carried: As was alſo a loan, to be raiſed by Exche- 


quer bills. 


of the whole Houſe, to conſider of a ſupply to de to 


ajeſty the 


to make good his engagement with the King of Sardinia, 
_ Paſſed immediately. 5 2 pray he: Pray we 


Mr. Yorke put a ſhort queſtion to the miniſter, and the 
ſubſtance of the anſwer given by the Chancellor of the Ex- 


chequer was, That in the courſe of a long and laborious cam- 


paign, the force of the King of Sardinia had been conſiderably 


- diminiſhed, but his Sardinian Majeſty had moſt unqueſtion- 


ably made very conſiderable exertions' on his part for the 
The Chancellor of the E xchequer then moved two reſolutions, 
to allow his Majeſty four millions five hundred thouſand 


which were put and carried. e ee en 


The report was ordered to be received. 


tors - 


apprehended, that if we did not proceed with the utmoſt | 
'vigour, we might expect an invaſion of our iſland. 
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CONFISCATION Or THE PROPERTY OF FOREIGNERS IN 'FRANCE, 
The Houſe being 8 
The Chancellor 07 the Exchequer deſired their moſt ſerious 
actention. He faid, 3 FEE. „„ Ls 21 wt 
That a circumſtance had come that day to his knowledg 
ſrom authority on which he had reaſon to rely, which Kom hs 
very ſingular nature he thought it his duty at that moment to 
ſubmit to the conſideration of the Houſe, becauſe it was af fo 
urgent a kind. as to require, immediate attention; He had re- 
ceived intelligence which he might conſider as authentic, that 
the French Convention had verified in point of fact, what 
ſome time apo exiſted in this country as. a rumour, not wholly 
credited at that time, but what was agreeable to the EEE) 
ſyſtem of French finance, and had actually paſſed a decree, That 
all perſons without diſtinction, wp, any property in France, 
being foreigners, and all perſons in France Nuß property in 
foreign funds, ſhall give an account of it within a, certain 
time, which, according to the faſhionable Jargon of that 
country, was to be put in a flate of requiſition. . The whole pro- 
perty of every indrvidual, from every country, holding any 
property in foreign funds, was to be taken into their hands im- 
mediately, and the proprietors were to be compelled to take in 
lieu of it their aſſignats in 8 1 5 at par. And all the 
bankers and monied men are bound, within a day, to give in 
an account of the property in their hands, and alſo to declare 
the names and deſcriptions of all other perſons ho, to their 
knowledge, have, or ate entitled to, any ſuch property within 
2 certain time, to be diſpoſed of in the fame way. Having 
heard this, he conſidered it as matter of great importance, 10 | 
therefore he ſtated it in this manner now. Gentlemen would 
feel the nature of the ſubject to be preſſing, and would there- 
fore turn it in their minds. He could not ſtate it preciſely 
enough for the Houſe to rely on the whole of it, and he could 
not now ſay more than that he felt it his duty to give this 
general information. The novelty and the delicacy of the 
ſubject were obvious to him, and he was ſure, to them all. If 
upon conſideration of the ſubject it ſhould appear neceſſary 
for the Houſe to take any meaſure with reference to this, it 
muft be important in every point of view to do it without 
delay, But whatever ſteps were adopted, they might loſe their 
effect if not adopted immediately. He might not be able 
to ſubmit any thing the next day, but theſe circumſtances being 
in their poſſeſſion, and this information being laid before 
them, he ſhould beg permiſſion of the Houſe, to avoid further 
trouble and Net to adjourn until next day, in order 
Vor. I. 8 | that 
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that in the courſe of twenty-four hours Gentlemen might 


turn the ſubject in their minds, and then meet and take 
it into conſideration on the Report of the Committee of 
Supply. . . i or Tort 
I be queſtion. on receiving the Report of the Committee of 

Supply next day was then put and carried. 27101 | 
"The Houſe, on motion, agreed to go into a Committee of 
Supply-on Monday. 8 3 85 


| ACCOUNTS OF SALARIES, cc. 
Myr. Sheridan aſked the Chancellor of the Ex 


9 


iequer 


whether he had any objection to the papers laid that day be- 
fore the Houſe, moved for by him on a former day, and relating, 


to the different ſalaries and emoluments of different officers 
appointed N the preſent war, being printed? And whe- 
hes the ſame ſalaries were given to General O'Hara and 
Lord Hood, as to Sir Gilbert Elliot? 5 | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that neither General 
O'Hara nor Lord Hood were to have any ſalaries for their ap- 
pointments at Toulon, nor any farther emoluments on that 
account, He had no objection to having the papers alluded to 
rinted, | 
i They were ordered to be printed accordingly. | 
Lord Yarmouth profeſſed himſelf anxious to explain a mat- 
ter that might be miſconceived; tit reſerred to the account he 


had given the Houſe a ſew nights ſince of the expences of his 


foreign embaſſy. It was not his intention to have ſaid one 
word more than he had ſaid on the ſubject of his miſſion to 
the King of Pruſſia, had it not been neceſſary, for the reaſon 
he had ſtated. There were ſome ſums of money which he 
was directed to employ upon other ſervices, ſuch as eſtafettes, 
Sc. beſides the money expended on his miſſion. The whole 
amounted to 1500l.; he had ſaid on a former day he had laid 
out only a few hundreds. All that he claimed was 800. or 
gool. The other was a diſtinct ſum, which he was directed 
to employ in other ſervices. His only purpoſe in ſtating theſe 
points to the Houſe was, to verify the aſſertions he had already 
made, and he truſted the Houſe would not be diflatisfied with 
this explanation. He begged leave to ſtate alſo, what had 
been granted on preciſely the ſame ſervice to Sir Andrew 
Mitchel, whom he was obliged to follow, the King of Pruſſia 
being then at the head of his army. In the courſe of the laſt 


war, 12001. was granted to him, and 3000}. afterwards for per- 


forming that ſervice. His Lordſhip ſaid he did not claim any 
degree of merit to himſelf, for this difference between bim 


and 


mule, fn, A as 
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and Sir Andrew Mitchel. The approbation of his Majeſty 


for his ſervice had made an impreſſion on his mind, ſufficiently 
ſatisfactory. e 118 . . Arte 
TORRE \ FRENCH OFFICERS, _ 3 
Major Maitland * ſaid, he had reaſon to ſuppoſe that there 


were French officers upon the eſtabliſhment of the ſtaff, under 


the Earl of Moira. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he believed there were 


ſome meritorious men of that deſcription with his Lordſhip, 
from attachment to his Lordſhip and the cauſe in which he 
was engaged; but what their offices were, or what their pay 
was, he did not know. | ; ET ab 
Major Maitland ſaid, that, however meritorious theſe Gen- 
tlemen might be, he conceived it to be perfectly illegal, 
__ they ſhould receive pay of this country when at war with 

rance. 00 pF = 

Mr. Secretary Dundas was of opinion, that an exceeding 
good reaſon might be aſſigned for the employment of thoſe 
officers. If any thing was moved upon this ſubject, he would 
be ready to anſwer it thenext day. 1 | 
Mr. Whitbread ſaid, it was ſingular enough, that a practice 


{tated by his Henourable Friend to be illegal, ſhould not be 


anſwered by the miniſters, nor even properly recollected by 
them; they ſcarcely ſeemed to know whether the facts were 


or were not as ſtated, or they might have given a plain anſwer 


to a plain queſtion. - | 
Ar. Secretary Dundas ſaid, he could not blame himſelf for 
not recollecting a circumſtance, which until that hour he had 
never heard a word of. e * | > 

Major Maitland then ſaid, as the Houſe was to meet next 
day, he would then make a motion on the ſubject. 


NAVY. 


Ar. Hobart brought up the Report of the Committee of 


Supply. | | | | | 
The Reſolution for granting to his Majeſty for the naval 


| ſervice of the preſent year, eighty-five. thouſand men, in- 


cluding twelye thouſand one hundred and fifteen marines, 
being read a firſt time, and the queſtion being put for the ſe- 
cond reading, | | 


» Brother to the Earl of Lauderdale, a Major in the army, and has 
ſerved in India, from whence he returned a few years ago, and came al- 
moſt immediately into Parliament, and has ſupported the Oppoſition uni- 


 formly from that time to this, 
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Mr. Huſſiy (aid, he did not riſe to give oppoſition to the Re- 
ſolution before the Houſe z on the contrary, it had his hearty 
concurrence; but his object was to know whether 1t was really 
intended, that the whole of the eighty-five thouſand ſhould be 
borne and muſtered with all convenient ' ſpeed. He wiſhed to 
have ſome aſſurance that by all proper means the navy would 
be increaſed as much as poſſible. He had for ſame time had 
it under conſideration, whether he ſhould ſay. any thing or not 
upon the ſubject, being ſtrongly convinced of the propriety of 
ſtrengthening our navy. The honour of this country, and 
every thing great and dear to us in it, depended upon its 
ſtrength. He had heard it ſaid by an Hon. Gentleman Mr. 
Ryder], if they were aſked for an addition of five thouſand 
to the eighty-hve thouſand already voted, inſtead of grant- 
ing two hundred thouſand pounds ſubſidy to the King of 
Sardinia, it would have been granted. He agreed in this ob- 
ſervation, for he muſt plainly ſay he could not help thinking 
that five thouſand men added to our navy, would be of in- 
finitely more ſervice to us than any exertion of the King of 
Sardinia, If peace was to be obtained (and no man wiſhed 
for it more than himſelf) upon ſafe and honourable terms, it 
was to be procured by the exertions of our navy; for the ſe- 
curity of this country depended. upon our navy, and if this 

augmentation could be made, he thought it ought to be done. 
Every good man muſt with it to be done. It was painful to 

him to ſpeak at all upon ſuch a ſubject but this was not a 
time to be ſilent, Every man ought to come forward and ftate 
his anxiety, Our naval force was greatz we were at this time 
contending with one power only, with France, Were we 
ſure we ſhould have no more to contend with ?—lIt was poſ- 
fible we ſhould, and for his part he thought it probable; he had 
great apprehenfions on that account. 118 „ 780 
Admiral Gardner roſe to reply to what had fallen from Mr. 
Huſſey. He declared that he ſaw no reaſon why he ſhould not 
anſwer the queſtion that the Hon. Gentleman had put. There 
were at this preſent time from ſeventy to ſeventy-five thov- 
ſand men borne and muſtered, and what was wanting of the 
complement voted, would be completed as ſoon as poſſible; 
the exertions in that department were greater than had been 
ever known before; the ſhips were fitted out and completed 
faſter than we could man them, a circumſtance which had 

never occurred at any former period. With reſpect to what 
had been ſaid upon the ſubject of convoys upon a former 
night, he had ſome documents, which would fully convince 
the Houſe, that the neglect imputed to. the Board of Ad- 
miralty had been founded in miſtake. With regard 6 on 
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Baltic trade, he read the Minutes of the Admiralty, ſtating. 


what convoys. had been applied for, when ſent, with what 
ſhips, and with what ſhips they returned; that, while under 
convoy, not one fingle veſſel had been loſt; but that part of 
one convoy, under protection of the Lizard, had not obeyed 
the uſual ſignals, but ſeparated from the fleet, and of this cir- 
cumſtance, giving the names of the veſſels diſobeying the 
Captain of the Lizard, complaint was made at the Admiralty; 
but no n had been made on the part of the merchants 
concerned in that trade. With regard to the Quebec fleet, 
the ſecond ground of complaint againſt the Admiralty, he ſtated, 


that application had been made by the merchants to appoint 


a convoy to meet the fleet at the Iſle of Bic before the 8th of 
Zeptember; upon this duty the Melampus was ordered, but 
afterwards changed ſor the Arethuſa, which arrived at the ap- 
pointed place before the time appointed; but the fleet had 
ſailed before her arrival; and if any of them were taken, it 
could by no means be imputed to any negleCt at the Board of 
Admiralty. The ſecond convoy from Quebec was by the 
Severn, who waited for the trade, at the requeſt of the 
merchants, till after the 25th of October, which was the oc- 
caſion of the merchants being obliged to pay double inſurance; 
the event of this was, that the fleet at that time failed under 
her convoy; that part of it bound for Spain and Portugal by 
defire parted from the convoy in a certain latitude, and from 
the other part the Severn was ſeparated by a violent ſtorm, in 
which the danger was ſo great as to render it neceſſary to 
throw part of her guns overboard to ſave her. In this caſe, 
there was. no ſhip taken, while under convoy. The other 
complaint was the delay of convoys; he ſtated that the Weſt 
India trade, the principal of it at leaſt, had failed under convoy 
according to appointment, the 2d of May ; but that ſome time 
aſter application was made, not in the regular manner through 
the Chairman of the Committee of Weſt India merchants, 
but by ſome individual, for a convoy for a part of the trade, as 
a matter of favour, and out of the uſual way; it was never- 
tneleſs complied with; and the reaſon of their being detained 
to late as Auguſt, was to avoid the danger of arriving in the 


_ Veſt Indies juſt at the time of the hurricanes; ſo that in no 


caſe had the contradiction to the ſtatement made by his Right 
Hon, Friend (Mr. Dundas) been made out. 1 
Mr. Fox, ſaid, he did not pretend to know where the blame 
was due, but that as it was his intention to inquire more mi- 
nutely into the ſubject, at preſent he only wiſhed to know if 


he underſtogd the Hon. Admiral in his ſeveral ſtatements. 


With reſpect to the Baltic fleet, he maintained what he had 
a formerly 
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formerly ſtated and aſſerted, that the ſact which he had charged 
had been by no means contradicted, viz. That a fleet ſai 

from Elſineur or ſome other port, he was not certain, under 
the convoy of a ſhip of war; the ſhip came home without the 
trade, fifteen or fixteen of which were taken and carried into 
ſome of the ports of Norway. As to the Quebec fleet, the 
fact he had ſtated, and that ſtated by the Hon. Admiral, might 
poſſibly both be true. He admitted a veſſel had been ſent to 
the iſland of Bic; but his complaint was, that the merchants 
of Quebec had not information of it, and that it might have been 
as well ſuffered to remain at home. The Hon. Admiral ſtated, 
that the Arethuſa had been ſent to that place at the particular 
requeſt of the Quebec merchants here; but it was poſſible 
that they had neglected to inform their correſpondents in Que- 


bec. The ftatement made concerning the Weſt India convoys 


differed in point of date from his; but the one convoy might 


For the 15th(according to the dates which had been given to him), 
and delayed to the latter'end of Auguſt : Theſe were points he 
certainly would take an opportunity of inquiring into, and he 


ſhould have done it the preceding day, had not he been taken 


up with other buſineſs, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer replied with ſome degree of 
warmth. He entered much at large into the hiſtory of the 
different fleets that had been convoyed during the preſent war, 
and juſtified the aſſertion of Mr. Dundas, reſpecting the general 
proteCtion given to trade. He entered into a minute detail of 
facts, relatrve to the Baltic fleet, the Weſt India fleet, and the 
Quebec fleet; and maintained, that in the caſes of them all, there 
was no inſtance of negligence on the part of the Admiralty; 
he hinted, that Mr. Fox, at the time he adviſed the Houſe to 
be on its guard againſt the aſſertion of miniſters, was himſelf 


deficient in caution in what he advanced, and that the Houſe 


ſhould have as much reliance on the reputation of one party as 
the other. He then adverted to what he called an anonymous 
letter, produced on a former night by Mr. Sheridan, ſtating 
the diſtreſſed fituation of Halifax, and their apprehenſions of 


a viſit from the French z—he ſaid, his Right Honourable 


Friend had ſome documents to produce, which he truſted would 
convince the Houſe, that the information conveyed to that 
Hon. Gentleman was unfounded. He doubted not, as his 
Right Hon. Friend would name his authorities, that the 
other Hon. Gentleman would not refuſe to do the ſame. He 
was happy his Right Hon. Friend was preſent to do himſelf 
juſtice, which, as he was more competent to do, he ſhould 


leave to him; had he been abſent, he with pleaſure 1 — 
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have undertaken his defence. He expreſſed ſome ſurpriſe that 
Mr, Fox ſhould have ſtated as calamities, points, that turned 
out, many of them to he ' doubtful, and tome not as he had 
repreſented them; by which it appeared that his information, as 
far as it went, was not to be- relied on, for that it was 


_ contradicted by miniſterial documents of undeniable authority. 


He enumerated them in their order, and concluded with wiſh- 
ig that no falſe impreſſion ſhould be made upon the public by 
an accuſation of negligence in miniſters without foundation. 

Mr. F:x complained of the acrimony with which the Right 
Hon. Gentleman had ſpoken of his affertions, which he ſeemed 
to think were made without good grounds; but nothing whick 
had been advanced, had, he declared, changed his mind on the 
fubjeCt, nor had itat all gone to controvert.what he had aſſerted; 
he defied the Right Hon. Gentleman to come to a fair proof by 
evidence at the bar of the Houſe ; he ſaid that he ſhould cer- 
tainly inquire further into the matter; and if it turned out 
that he had been miſinformed, he would not be aſhamed to 
apologize to ſuch a body of men as compoſed that Houfe, for 
taking up their time upon a light or groundlefs ſuſpicion ; but 
he inſiſted upon it not to be a part of his character, to take 
ſubjects up lightly, or to be ready to aſſert for facts, what he 
had not good ground far believing to be true. Such was the re- 
liance he had upon the quarter Now whence his information 
came, that he could almoſt pledge himfelf for the veracity of 
it: And he begged of the miniſter not to imagine, that be- 
cauſe, by ſuperior ' talents, he had in Re the good fortune 
to convince that Houſe, and poſſibly alfo to convince the Houſe 
by other ſuperior advantages, that he could convince the 
Public, or convince that Houſe even againſt the evidence of 
facts, clearly proved. The Right Hon. Gentleman, he ob- 
ferved, was not content to ſpeak on this plain ſubjeQ in the 
rude, unpoliſhed ſtyle which he had himſelf uſed ; the Right 
Hon, Gentleman thought -it too vulgar, or not ſo well calcu- 


| hated to perſuade as the high-founding lofty periods, in which 


he choſe to dreſs his thoughts. The truth could not be altered; 
and upon ſuch topics as the preſent, there might be as good 


evidence as what in pompous language was called miniſterial 


documents. He concluded with ſaying, that all he wanted 
was, a fair inquiry into this buſineſs. © = | 
Ar. Vaughan maintained that the Weſt India trade had been 
greatly neglected with regard to convoys; there were three 
points in which that trade was to be conſidered, outward- 
bound, homeward-bound, and on the ftation: In each of 
theſe three points neglect, he ſaid, had been manifeſted ; the 
outward-bound had been delayed for want of * the 
| | | ome- 
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homeward-bound had not ſufficient convoys for their protec- 
tion, in proportion to the magnitude of the trade and the 
value of their cargoes. As one inſtance, he cited the great 
Weſt India fleet, valued at four millions, being ſuffered to 
come home under convoy of a 28-gun frigate: The Commo- 
dore on the ſtation, it was true, had. ſhifted his flag from on 
board the Europa, a fifty-gun ſhip, on board one of the prizes, 
and ſuffered her to convoy them as far as the Gulph of Florida; 
but from thence to England, they had no other convoy but the 
frigate 3 and on the ſtation, ſo ill was the place defended, that 
any French armed ſhip might have gone into the harbours of any 
of the Iflands, and cut out the veſſels. He ſaid that if inquiry 
- were made at Lloyd's or on the Royal Exchange, whether our 
trade had been ſufficiently protected or not, it would be 
learnt, that the merchants in general complained of want of 
protection to their ſhips and cargoes, 1 ps, 
Mr. Alderman Anderſon ſaid, the trade to the Baltic had been 
better and more effectually protected, than in any former 
war; and that the Ruſhan merchants, who were the principal 
perſons concerned in the trade, were perfectly ſatisfied on that 
head. As the Right Hon. Gentleman had requeſted him, he 
had made the inquiry, and what he then aſſerted, was the re- 
ſult of it. If any veſſels were loſt in that trade, it was owing 
to the merchants themſelves, for che convoys went as regular 
28 the ſtage from London to Hampſtead, in which, if theſe 
who wanted to go were not in time, they were left behind. 
Mr. Fox explained, that the fact he wiſhed to be mformed 
upon, was, whether it was not a fact, that a fleet ſailing from 
the Baltic under convoy, the veſſel appointed to that duty did 
not return without the fleet; and whether 15 or 18 fail of 
chem had not been taken and carried into the ports of Norway? 
He reminded the Houſe that he had not ſaid any thing with re- 
gard to the general protection of that trade. If he made any 
aflertion with reſpect to it, it was, that it was protected better 
than any other part of the trade. _ | . 
Ar. Smith ſaid, the exertions made for the protection of the 
trade had been effectual, and were highly meritorious. He 
contended, that this country was in a worſe ſtate to protect her 
trade, than when we were fighting ſingle againſt France, Hol- 
land, Spain, and America united. | ir 
Ar. Thornton declared, as a merchant, that he felt the trade 
had been ſufficiently ꝓrotected, and from one particular cir- 
cumſtance it appeared evidently ſo; for he was an under- 
writer; and ſo careleſs were the people about inſuring, from 
an opinion their trade was not in danger from the enemy, that 
the buſineſs was ſcarcely worth following. 
| Ar. 
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Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he felt ſomewhat aſtoniſhed at the ſort of 
converſation. which had ſo unexpectedly taken place, and which 
he aſcribed to a Rt, Hon. Gentleman, whoſe abſence had been 
occaſioned on a former night by a flight cold —he was glad to 
ice that though it had occaſioned his abſence from the Houle, 
he had been bl to employ himſelf fince in his official capacity. 


He as that night ſo much indiſpofed in the ſame way Himſeif, 


as to preyent him from troubling rhe Houſe for any length of 
time. With regard to the letter which he had produced on the 
former evening, he knew of no right that the Hon. Gentleman 
ad to pronounce it anonymous, merely, becauſe” Whatever 
Vol., I. W Zern beide $9 54705 a- 


£ 
o 
4 
2 
5 
2 
o 
. 
y 
9 
12 
be, 
3 yu 
232 
* wm 
= 
* — 
= 
1 
1 * 
8 
13 
= 
L 
CY 1 
ö 3 
1 
2 
1 
» 2 2 
= 
. 


28  WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Connons, 
confidence he had in the authenticity of its contents, it a 
- peared to him improper to give the name of the author. He 
maintained that nothing had come out. in the courſe of the de- 
- | bate, that took in the ſmalleſt degree from the degree of credit 
which he thought that letter eutickedd to. He had been called 
upon to produce it by one Right Hon. Gentleman, who had 
| quoted part of it, and the arguments he had ufed upon it on a 
ormer night, which that Right Hon, Gentleman ſaid he had 
taken down in the very words at the time; but this note, ſo 
particularly taken at the time, the Right Hon, Gentleman had 
forgotten to bring in his pocket, though he knew that the diſ- 
'F .cuſhon was to be renewed that night. He could not produce 
1 the letter for the ſame reaſon, viz. becauſe it was not in his 
5 pocket, but with this ſtrong difference as to the cauſe, that he 
1 knew nothing at all about this queſtjon coming on. He con- 
9 traſted the boaſting and lofty manner in which two Right Hon, 
Gentlemen had defended thę conduct of the Admiralty on the 
ſubject of convoys, with the plain, manly, and candid defence 
of the Hon. Admiral. He contended, that, from the letters 
produced by the Right Hon. Gentleman, it wag proved that 
there were no fortifications, nor was the colony in any adequate 
ſtate of defence, previous to the 27th of Auguſt. After 
commenting upon letters dated the 1oth and 11th October, 
he remarked that the laſt letter Which the Right Hon. 4 e 
admitted he had received, was dated 9th Nov. Now he begge 
that Gentleman would recollect, that the letter he had produced 
was dated 7th Dec. and wiſhed to know really, if miniſters 
had received no letters fince, and if fo, from what cauſe that 
| proceeded ; for notwithſtanding the pompous account of 
poco militia, he had no better opinion of the force in Noya 
. . Scotia than he formerly ſtated ; The Right Hon. Gentleman 
had ſtated, that 4000 of them were collected in Halifax, 
merely on an emergency, and after all the compliments 
heaped upon them, had ſaid that ſtill they had their exerciſe 
to learn, being, as they were deſcribed, freeholders and mer- 
- chants. He muſt allow in one ſenſe of the word that che) 
were good men, particularly in giving ſecurity to return the 
arms. He contended however that nothing had been advanced 
either that night, or formerly, which convinced his mind, 
or ought to convince the country, that his former ſtatement was 
not completely true: He would therefore reſtate it, by declar- 
ing that during the whole campaign there was not in Nova Scotia 
any naval ſtrength, or any force on land adequate to the de- 
Fence of that colony in the event of its being attacked z and be 
averred that out of doors, in Lloyd's, and at the Royal 
Exchange, if any inquiry was made where the beſt informa- 
tion could be obtained, it would be found to be the unanimous 
FR : | *'**- opinion, 
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opinion, that the trade and commerce of this country had not 


met with N e which it ought to have done from the 


Admiralty. One or two Gentlemen indeed had delivered a dif- 


ferent opinion in that Houſe, reſpecting particular branches of. 
trade, but none of them could take upon them to declare that 
what they ſaid was the general ſenſe of the London merchants.” 


One Hon. Member had taken a curious way to prove the effi- 


cacy of the protection given to our trade by the * Admiralty, 


when he ſtated that by under-writing he had made more laſt 
year than by all the other branches of trade, extenſive as they 


were, in which he was engaged. Now the fair inference _ 


to be drawn from this, was exactly the reverſe ; and it became 


a cenſuxe upon the party that it was intended to panegyriſe, 


becauſe nothing could be more true, than that in proportion to 
the greatneſs of | | 

thus all the double premiums, which the Hon. Gentleman had 
gained by under-writing, were occaſioned by the inadequacy of 
the protection of convoys which our trade had experienced. 


He was ſurpriſed to hear Gentlemen compare our ſituation at the 


commencement of the American war, with our ſituation at the 
beginning of the preſent war. 'Then we had to contend with 


many and great powers, whereas now we had all Europe as 
our allies againſt one power. Even our good ally the Empreſs 
of Ruſſia, upon this occaſion, has bound herſelf by ſolemn 


treaties never to Jay down her arms till Great Britain had 
made peace, though by the way ſhe had never yet taken up 
arms in the baſineſs. As to what had been faid of our cap 


tures at ſea, he believed it would be found that France had 


taken as many ſhips from us as we have taken from them. 
Ear] Wycombe declared he had heard nothing that tended to 


refute the arguments he and other Gentlemen had uſed on the 


former night; and he ſaid he gave conſiderable credit to the in- 
formation contained in the letter of the 7th of December, 
which Mr. Sheridan had produced. He acknowledged he was 
aſtoniſhed to learn the great exertions which had been made to 
cltabliſh a militia in Nova Scotia, but at the ſame time he 
conſidered the keeping up ſuch a militia as highly detrimental 
to the induſtry, and of courſe the 4 of the colony. 
The noble Lord, with great knowledge o 

ſented the effects of obliging the Quakers, who were the moſt 
uſeful and induſtrious part of the inhabitants, to quit their 
tuation, and likewife ſtated the inconvenience and loſs that 
had ariſen from ſending negroes from thence to Sierra Leone, 
and concluded by reprobating any ſyſtem, with regard to chat 
colony, that could occaſion expenditure. ene 


A .. 


the riſk, the advance of premium roſe, and 


that colony, repre» 
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+. Mr. Burke obſerved, that on one fide of the Houle; official 
information was given, which was oppoſed only by a letter with- 
out a name. He paid many compliments to Governor Went- 
worth; and Ruſſia having been mentioned in the debate, he 
obſerved, that that great Princeſs ſeemed to have loſt much in 
the eſtimation of her former moſt partial admirers, which 
proved the inconſtancy of political amours. 5 
Ar. Grey objected to the mode in which this debate had 
been brought on, as irregular, and hoped, as the queſtions in 
diſcuſſion were of the higheſt importance, ſome future op- 
E would occur when an inquiry reſpecting them might 
e carried on in a more proper and formal manner. The 
Right Hon. Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, if he got up for any 
purpoſe, certainly had riſen to enter upon a e of Go- 
vernor Wentworth, when that gentleman had neyer in any 
way been attacked. That Right Hon. Gentleman pretended 
to diſlike farcaſm; there was one ſpecies of ſarcaſm which he 
never would let paſs unnoticed in TS Houſe, and which was 
common with that Right Hon. Gentleman, as well as ſome 
others. Ruſſia had been mentioned in this debate, France in 
others, and generally accompanied by inſinuations, that Gen- 
tlemen on that fide of the Hou: had partialities for this and 
that country. 'To this he would uniformly anſwer, that he, and 
thoſe who held the opinions that he did, had no partialities but 
fo> reat Britain, and the intereſts of their conſtituents; 
upon this principle they had acted with regard to Ruſſia, and with 
regard to France, and ever would do whenever called upon by 
their country to do their duty, and to defend its rights and in- 
tereſts. As to the inconſtancy of political amours, no man 
had a better right to know that from experience, than the 
Right Hon. Gentleman, who had allowed his fayourite, his 
wedded wife Poland, to be torn from him by the hands of 
roud and ſavage raviſhers, without even a ſtruggle to retain 
4g Before Mr. Grey ſat down, he wiſhed to have the plain 
anſwer of Yes or No "Kot an Hon. Magiſtrate, to the queſtion 
put by his Right Hon. Friend, which yet remained un- 
anſwered, although the Honourable Alderman had twice riſen 
for that purpoke, and fat down without doing it. It Was, 
whether 16 ſhips of the Baltic fleet, under a convoy homeward- 
bound, had not been captured, as ſtated by his Right Hon. 
Friend. He was convinced that all the wesen if conſulted, 
would be decidedly of opinion, that the conduct of the Ad- 
miralty had been defective and inadequate to the protection of 
our trade. To thoſe who ſaid otherwiſe, he would aſk, if they 
could dare to convene the merchants of London, 'and try C 
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make them vote thanks to the Admiralty. for their Lo 7 
protection. The circumſtauce of fix French frigates cruizin 
in the Channel Was admitted; what had been ſaid of the Cotk 
fleet of victuallers hack not been denied; and the 417 re- 
ſpeQing the convoy of the Jamaica fleet was eſtabliſhed” bes 


ond contradictio as well as the inadequicy of che conyoy 
Hhhitcd to conduct a fleet yalued ar four millions, and which 


left that fleet with only a 28-gun frigate and three floops to 
proceed from the Gulph of Florida e i ef 
. The, Chancellor CE the Exchequer . thought every ſaticfac- 
tion that was neceſſary had been given on the ſubject, and 
all future inquiry unneceffary. „ c 

Mr. Burke in explanation ſaid, with political amours he 
had done—his miſtreſs Poland he reſigned to a more youthfal 
admirer, who was all vigour and love. The ancient Theſeus re- 
ſigned his Ariadne to the youthful Bacchus; he would protect 
her from the rude hand of Peſpotiſm, had he the power; but 


wanting that, ſhe muſt ſubmit to her fate. He did not deſert 


her from want of deſire, but through impotence. 


Mr. Fox went over the different topics that had been touched 
upon, and faid that almoſt all that he had aſſerted being 4d 
mitted, and the reſt remaining uncontradicted, there only re- 
mained one point at iſſue between them, and that was reſpect- 
ing the delay of the convoy to the Jamaica fleet; on that and 
all the affertions he had made on matters of fact, ne 


wiſhed, and had a right ” the ufage of the Houfe to demand 
of 


an inquiry, that he might have an opportunity of bringing 


evidence to the bar, or before a Committee, to prove what 


he had ſtated ; and were he inclined only to mention now the 
fituation of our naval ſtrength and conduct in this month of 
January, he ſhould think that fufficient to prevent miniiters 
from continuing that vain boaſting and parade, which they had 
adopted for a few days paſt of this ſeſſion. _ 5 
Alderman Anderſos anſwered Mr. Fox's queſtion in the fame 
ware before...” | he: 

Major Maitland ſaid, he conceived there was ſomething ex- 
ceedingly reprehenſible in the little attention that had been be- 
ſtowed on the convoys to our trade. The Houſe muſt be ſur- 


bpriſed when infosmed, that there was no other convoy to the 


Jamaica fleet, which contained property to the amount of 
four millions, than a fingle ſhip of the line. He was therefore 
of opinion, that ſome inquiry ſhould be inſtituted with reſpect to 
the conduct the Adminilty. pP 
Admiral Gardner declared that the trade was never better 
protected at any period, than it had been during tlie pre ſeilt 

f : | War. 
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war. He infiſted that one line-of-battle ſhip was ſufficient to 
roy a fleet acroſs the ocean. It was true that he had ſent a 
74 to look after the fleet, which had been convoyed by a po- 
gun ſhip, a frigate of 28 guns, and two ſloops, but that ſhip 


prturned without overtaking the convoy, and as that fleet had 
arrived without loſing a fingle ſhip, it ſhewed that it was pro- 
perly protected. There was no 1 he ſaid, except when a 


fleet approached their place of deſtination, and Lord Howe 
was ready with the channel fleet, to convoy the trade into 
harbour. Ry ES 5 

Mr. Grey ſaid, nothing had been uttered on the other fide of 
the Houſe, that did not demonſtrate that there was a neceſſity 


of an inquiry being inſtituted into the defenceleſs ſtate, not 


only of the Atlantic, but of the Channel, particularly the 
latter, where the enemy continued to commit depredations on 
the trade. 5 7 5 | , 5 

Ar. Dundas ſupported the aſſertion of Admiral Gardner, 
but ſtated nothing new on the ſubject. | 


Captain Berkley recapitulated the aſſertions made by. Admiral 


_ Gardner, and recommended Gentlemen, who ſpoke on the 


other ſide of the Houſe, te ſtydy nautical matters, before they 
attempted to ſpeak on maritime affairs. | | 
Mr. Sheridan roſe once more to ſay that he apprehendedthe 


Hon. Admiral and Captain who had juſt ſpoken, had deviated 
from the propriety of debate, in preſuming that no Gentleman 


was qualified to ſpeak on the queſtion, but thoſe who ſat on his 
fide of the Houſe. He appealed to ſeveral naval gentlemen 
near him, converſant in naval affairs, if there was not a ſhame- 
ful deficiency on the part of thoſe entruſted with the protection 


of our trade. Though not in office, he apprehended that they 


were not the leſs qualified to give an opinion on the ſubject. 
Miniſters,, he obſerved, had come down that day, with vo- 
luminous documents, to overpower every argument that went 
to prove the neglect that expoſed the trade to the capture of 
the enemy. If, continued Mr, Sheridan, there were any 
liſteners to our debates, how humiliating-to Adminiſtration, 
to have it ſaid, that thoſe Gentlemen who oppoſed the mea- 
ſures of Government, called for an inquiry, on a ſubje& to 
which its ſupporters declared that the friends of Govern- 
ment were alone competent to decide. If this were the caſc, 
they may have a complete triumph in expoſing the weakneſs 
of thoſe Gentlemen with whom he had the honour to 
agree. | Fa 5 
531 r. Vaughan made a pointed reply to the arguments of 
Admiral Gardner and Captain Berkley, and aſſerted, that the 
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- merchants in general held a language relative to convoys, . 
rectly the reverſe of their ſtatements . 5 a | 
On the queſtion being put on the eſtimates, it was agreed to 

without a diviſion, The report was ordered to be made on 
Monday, | Sins | | 7725 
On * motion of Sir Pepper Arden (the Maſter of the Rolls), 
a vote of thanks was paſſed to the Chaplain for his excellent 
ſermon on the ſubject of the Martyrdom of King Charles. 


As the following ſtatement may be conſidered as bearing ſome celn- | 
tion to the preceding debate, and others on the ſame ſubj:Q, it will nec 
be an uſeleſs matter of reference to the reader. 3 


Statement, taken from Lloyd's Liſts, of the Veſſels captured from the 
1ſt of February 1793 (the Commencement of the War), to the x of 
February 1594. | F202 PEE, 


* 


By the Engliſh, Sh. | By the Spaniards. Sh. | By the Dutch. Sh. 
French (of which. French (of whichz {| French' — © Su 
75 are priva- | are gram) * 21 e 
teers, 4 frigates, Engliſt i 4 
and 3 floops) 232 | Swediſh . 
Dutch 4 | Daniſh - "RT 
Swediſh 7 5s | American +» _ x 
Daniſh 1 4 | — 
Hamburg — *- 30 1 
American 25 EY 
Spaniſh. - 3 = 
Engliſh (having ' 
French property ' 
on board) 3 f 
A 8 
By the French. Ships. 
Engliſh (of which 10 are privateers, 
and 2 frigates) > 400; Gs 
| utch - o 48 
antzig, - - 4 
niſn | - - 'S 
Hamburg - - 1 
American — - 3 
remen — - 1 
Span im 8 4+ 
Portugueſe + - 2 
410 


The aboye does not include the captures at Toulon, which amount, 
dy the Gazette account, to 45 ſhips of all forts, burnt or carried off, 


French - F 
© Engliſh - 294 
Spaniards - r 0 ls | 
Dutch 8 | 2— 316 


75 8 Balance 94 "= 345 
in favour of the French againſt all the Combined Powers, Recaptures 
ae allowed for in the above ſtatement, , ” 2, 

| . | | Ar. 
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Mr. Beayfoy preſented a fey official documents at the Bar of 
the Houle. I . ee 
Adjourned till next day. 77. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS 
SATURDAY, February 1. 

BANK OF SCOTLAND. 3 
The bill for enabling the Governor and Company of the 
Bank of Scotland to increaſe their capital to any amount not 
exceeding one million ſterling, was read a firſt time, and 

ordered to be read a ſecond time. | pI 

if SUPPLY, _ | TT 

n Myr. Hobart brought up the report of the Committee of 
8 having been read a firſt, and ordered to be read a 
ſecond time, after the ſecond reading Mr. Hobart moved, 
That the Houſe agree with the firſt reſolution of the Com- 
mittee, vz. That a ſum not exceeding 200, oool. be granted 
to his Majeſty, to enable him to fulſil his engagements with 

the King of Sardinia.“ 5 Wat 

Mr. Grey roſe, not, he ſaid, to oppoſe the motion, but to 
ſtate ſome new objections to the treaty itſelf; When the 
matter had laſt been agitated, his Right Hon. Friend (Mr. 
Fox) had caſually let flip an epithet, which occaſioned the 
treaty's being argued almoſt entirely upon the ground of pre- 
cedent, a ground upon which the merits of any treaty never 
thould be argued, becauſe every treaty depended ſolely upon 
the circumſtances of the day, and the ſituation of affairs. On 
the ground of precedent on the former night, Mr. Grey ſaid, 
he had not been prepared to ſpeak, but upon looking into the 
ſubject ſince, he truſted he could make it appear, that the 
precedents quoted by the gentlemen who were the advocates 
for this treaty, would by no means bear out their argu- 
ments. The treaties with Sardinia, in 1794 and 1743, had 
been ſelected as precedents for the preſent treaty, but they 
were by no means applicable. The fituation of Sardinia at 
thoſe periods, and at the time of concluding the treaty upon 
the table, was eſſentially different. At the time of entering 
into the fixit of theſe treaties, the King of Sardinia Was the 
active ally of France; to detach him from that alliance, it 
was neceſſary to offer him ſome ſingular advantage, to coun- 
terbalance the loſſes he muſt neceſſarily ſuſtain from his breach 
of faith with France. In the ſecond caſe, the treaty of 
1743, the King of Sardinia, it was true, was not actually in 

alliance with France, but was heſßitating where to fix, and ba- 


e 


AMS" "Go $699 


I" 48 > 3 0 * 4 * — — 
. * : > J W R „ 

— — 2 . $48 3 2 — 1 

— 2 2 = . 2 2 — = LI 8 5 
- — — : — SS” —— 5 En © 3 yy o og — 1 ods 
* " 5; . * r — = 7 ID 
— r „ Wb tv? — —— f . rio PEN "EOee — 8 
- gs by : OY L ” 33 


ESTES EE — 
RO SS Boar 


4 ”- . 4 - Bo won _ 
EO Ade. * 1 * 9 E . * — ef 
CCC * — "I""LY\ 6 * 
93 e x 7 — = — * 
> a . 5 — * | © — 
. - 


3 EG * — — n 8 
n 


——_ 


P The wy ; 
DE GCE 
DT OE inns 4 
-_ 7 — 


Ns. 


3 * 1 
* . 7 « 
hf 
it | * 
3 
” 1 * 
1 
* 


Pe. 1.) WOODFALUS PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 225 


lancing between the allies and France, with a ſeeming pre- 
nderance in favour of the latter; and to theſe three treaties 
all the Belligerent Powers were parties. But what was the 
caſe in the preſent inſtance ? Sardinia was not the ally of 
France, nor even neutral with regard to that country, but at 
actual war with her. On the contrary, ſhe had been ſtripped 
of Savoy, and the reſt of her territories. were in imminent 
danger; and by the treaty we had excluſively bound ourſelves 
not to make peace 'till Savoy and Nice ſhould be reſtored: 
He earneſtly intreated the attention of the Houſe to the dif- 
ferent ſituations in which Savoy ſtood at the different periods 
when the ſeveral treaties had been made; and read from hiſ- 
tory, a paſfage, ſhewing the great conſequence of our alliance 
at that time, His 5 object, at the preſent moment, 
Mr. Grey faid, was confined to an expreſſion which had 
fallen from an Hon. Member (Mr. Powis) on the former 
night, concerning the payment of the Sardinian troops em- 
ployed at Toulon. He wiſhed to hear diſtinctly, whether 
thoſe troops, for that ſervice, received nothing from this 
country in addition to the ſubſidy of 200, oool. granted to 
his Sardinian Majeſty by the treaty ? | I 
De Chancellor of the Exchequer in reply ſaid, that nothing 
on the part of this country had been given, or engaged to be 
given to the King of Sardinia, on account of the ſervice of 
his troops at Toulon. The ſubſiſtence, and extraordinary 
expenſe of theſe troops while at Toulon, would probably be 
defrayed by this country. i . 
The other reſolutions of the Committee of Supply were 
then read, and the whole report agreed to. . 


FRENCH PROPERTY IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer reminded the Houſe, that 
he had the preceding day undertaken to inquire into the cir- 
cumſtances of the very ſingular tranſaction, which he had then 
:hought it his duty to ſtate in ſuch general terms, as would 
beſt convey a juſt 1dea of a matter, highly important in itſelf, 
and from its nature well entitled to parliamentary conſidera- 
tion, The reſult of the information he had received he was 
ready to ſtate to the Houſe, and on ſuch reflection, as from 
the thortneſs of the time he had been able to give the ſubject, 
he was fully confirmed in the neceſſity of taking ſome imme- 
diate meaſure, to guard againſt the dangerous and deſtruQive 
eſfects which would otherwiſe be produced by it; at the ſame 
me, he did not mean to trouble the Houſe with any ſpecific 
motion that day; he thought it would be more convenient to 
poltpone it until] Monday, as he was fully perſuaded, that 

Vor, | Ff during 
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during that ſhort interval, no injury or inconvenience could 
_ ariſe from the delay. He meant, therefore, at the preſent 
moment to give notice, that either he, or ſome one of his 
Tearned friends, would on Monday move for leave to bring in 
a bill adapted to the occaſion. At preſent he would ftate the 
circumſtances of the tranſaction as ſhortly as poſſible, with 
his view of the ſubject, and the natural tendency of the mea- 
ſure, which he ſhould think it his duty to propoſe ; and he 
believed he could not more effeCtually do this, than Pr read- 
ing extracts from two papers, on the authority of which he 
could entertain no doubt, when he conſidered the channel 
through which they came. The firſt of theſe papers pur- 
rted to be a decree of an extraordinary commiſſion inſtituted 
in France, in conſequence of a reſolution of the joint Com- 
mittees of Finance, of Public and General Safety and Sub- 
ſiſtence. Whether there was any antecedent decree of the 
Convention, on which this was founded, was not ſo clear; and 
indeed that was the leſs material, as theſe papers were fo 
complete in themſelves, and ſo fully explained their own 
meaning, that hardly any further or other information could 
be neceſſary. He then read the decrees or papers to which he 
alluded, of which the following is the ſubſtance, _ 

« The Commiſſioners having conſidered the decree of the 
25th of December laſt, by the Committees of Finance, of 
Public and General Safery united, which put under requiſition 
the reſources and the induſtry of France, and particularly of 
all the Bankers, Capitaliſts, and Agents of Exchange; and 
being deſirous of arriving at a' rapid execution of every pla! 
for promoting the happmeſs and dignity of France, now 
decree— | | 

© That all merchants, capitaliſts, and all others, who are 
poſſeſſed of funds in foreign countries, thall, between this 
day and the next decade [here he faid he muſt confeſs, he was 
not ſufficiently acquainted with the new French calendar, tc 
fay what that day was], make a declaration of all the effects 
and funds poſſeſſed by them abroad, and of all the merchandiſe 
they poſſeſs there, ſold or unſold. 333 

That they ſhall equally declare, upon republicarr veracity, 
any citizen whom they are acquainted with, who poſſeſſes 
funds or merchandifes in foreign countries. . 

There ſhall be ſent with the greateſt expedition commil- 
ſioners to the cities of Bourdeaux, Mariciiles, Havre, Dun- 
kirk, Breſt, Cherbourg, Rochelle, St. Maloes, &c. to- obtain 
the ſame information, and che ſame declaration; and letters 
of requiſition ſhall be ſent to the repreſcutatives of the people 
at Montpelier, &c. N 0 
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. © Nine commiſſioners ſhall be ſelected from among the 
bankers, and nine from the agents of exchange. 

© The Committee of Public Safety ſhall be invited to take 
off immediately the ſeals placed upon the books of the bankers 
and capitaliſts who are now in a ſtate of arreſtation; to with- 
draw from under theſe feals all papers and documents, in 
order to obtain the ſame declaration required by the pre- 


6 commiſſioners taken from among the bankers ſhall be 
charged with carrying on and watching over the execution of 
this decree, and puniſh with the ſeverity of the law all thoſe 
who ſhall be guilty of delay, or oppoſe the execution of the 
decree of the United Committee of Finance, of Public and 
General Safety. 5 | | 
+ © The National Treaſury ſhall receive all the money that 
ſhall be produced in conſequence of theſe appropriations.” . 

This was followed by a paper fix days afterwards, which 
. e to be an inſtruction to thoſe perſons, merchants, 

ankers, capitaliſts, &c. who are the objects of the papers in 


_ queſtion, to give an account of all the funds, credits, bills 
of exchange, and other property, in foreign countries, be- 


longing to them : And theſe accounts are required within two 
days to be brought into the Public Treaſury ; they are next in- 
formed they were to have a receipt for the property ſo brought 
in, and to be paid the value of it in aſſignats at par. That 

commiſſioners expect from all thoſe proprietors and account- 


_ ants republican fairneſs and celerity, and that all delay and 


fraud will be puniſhed with the ſeverity of the law. This 
was ſtated, the Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, in the form 
of a circular letter ſent by the commiſſioners to each indivi- 
dual who was the object of the decree, 

Having thus ſtated the principal features and ground-work 


of the plan concerted by the French to injure Great Britain, 


by wounding her'in the moſt ſenſible point, the Chancellor of 


the Exchequer ' ſaid, that upon the tendency of the papers 


which he had juſt read to the Houſe, there could be bfit one 


opinion, viz, that it became the indiſpenſable duty of his 


Majeſty's miniſters to ſubmit ſome means of counteraCting fo 
miſchievous a defign to the legiſlature of this country, and 
calling upon them for their aid and advice, to render the 
means propoſed practicable and effectual. The Houſe could 
not but be aware, that the nature and effect of what he had 


read to the Houſe was this, That whoever has the power of 
trawing bills of exchange—whoever has debts owing to him 
from perſons in foreign conntries—whoeyer has the diſpoſal of 
funds, merchandiſe, or N of any ſort in foreign coun- 
| l F 
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tries—thoſe who poſſeſs any of theſe things on their indivi- 


dual accounts, ſhall deliver them up inſtantly to the ſtate, that 
they may become the public property of France, and ſhall re- 
ceive in lieu of them aſſignats eſtimated at par, as the full pay- 


ment and equivalent for the whole of this transfer to the ſtate. 


From their ſtatement of this meaſure it was obvious it united 
two diſtinct characters equally clear—the one, a robbery of 
the citizens of France, by making them, whether they would 
or not, transfer that which is valuable for that which they 
might not think valuable at all. They were conſtrained to 
take at par that which at times was worth only one-ſeventh. 
The next thing was, that all debts owing from individuals in 
countries at war with France, inſtead of 
duals for the purpoſe of commerce, ſhould go to ſupply the 
means of carrying on the war. Under ſuch a tranſaction, he 
thought it equally obvious, that to preyent its operative effect 
there required on our part a certain manifeſtation of regard to 
our own intereſt, and our own ſecurity z and eyen if theſe 
were out of the queſtion, a certain degree of regard was due 
to the preſervation of our mercantile good faith, in order to 
revent transferring by this mixture of fraud and force the 


payment of their Jawful debts from the perſons who are intitled | 


to their receipt to the ſtate, | 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer reprobated this new and 
alarming meaſure of the preſent rulers of France, as a compli- 
cation of tyranny, fraud, and injuſtice; at once a proof of the 
miſerable ſhifts to- which the revolutionary government of 
Paris was driven to provide ſupplies, and the total diſregard 
of every principle of protection and juſtice, which all go- 
vernments owe to thoſe who ſubmit to their ſubjection. 


As a further elucidation ef the important matter before the 


Houſe, it would be neceflary, the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
ſaid, to advert to the general principles upon the ſubject by 
our laws, of which moſt gentlemen had undoubtedly fome re- 
collection, One of the principles was, that the payment of 
any debt owing to an alien enemy may be ſuſpended during 
war; no action for debt can be maintained to enforce the pay- 
ment; and the King might, if he thought fit, attach it as be- 
longing to an alien enemy. But the mitigated and milder 
practice of modern times, from a defire to continue, even in 
a ſtate of war, as much as poſſible the benefits of mercantile 
intercourſe, which were for the advantage of individuals 
without trenching on the public ſafety, had long ago ſuffered 
the rigour of the law to relax, and brought this principle in 
its full extent into diſuſe. But although the practicę was 
much to be applauded, when only this uſe was made of it, 
We. N | yet, 
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pet, if inſtead of anſwering the firſt ends of it, which were 
that of preſerving the intereſt 


of the individual, ſubject to the 
limitation of not trenching on the intereſt of the ſtate, it in- 
verted both theſe propoſitions, by plundering and deſtroying 
property, and by breaking good faith, and on the other hand, 
directly, manifeſtly, and without diſguiſe, forcing a ſupply, 
not collaterally, but directly, into the coffers of thoſe with 


whom we are at war; and, in addition to this, to ſupport the 


credit of the incredible maſs of aſſignats already ſo much com- 
plained of, and which were made the principal engine of the 
war. The government, by ſeizing into its hands all the property 
of individuals, by compelling them to draw bills of exchange 
upon ſuch foreign countries as they had either credit or pro- 
perty in, and receiving in lieu thereof aſſignats, would thereby 
create a fund, conſtituting in reality a tribute paid by this and 
the other nations combined againſt the French republic, to 
enable it to carry on the war againſt themſelves. He thought, 
therefore, it, would be conſiſtent with wiſdom, ſound policy, 


| Juſtice, and humanity, to uſe our utmoſt exertions to prevent, 


at leaſt with regard to our own country, this meaſure of the 
French from taking effect. He alſo wiſhed to have it under- 
itood, that ſome means ſhould be adopted for ſecuring the 
property of the individuals of that country, and to quiet their 
minds upon that ſubje&. - Theſe circumſtances amounted to 
an ample juſtification for departing from the practice that had 
long obtained with reſpect to the exiſting laws on the ſubject, 
and, therefore, he ſhould think it his duty to propoſe a mea- 
ſure for immediately prohibiting, under a penalty, the pay- 
ment of any bill of exchange, or the diſpoſal of any funds be- 


longing to perſons reſiding in France, at ſuch a time as that 


this appropriation would have attached on them. But although 
this was the object, the moſt preſſing in point of time, there 
were other objects which the humanity of the Houſe would 
ſuggeſt as almoſt equally requiring their attention, although 
they would not, in all probability, be ſo liable to be defeated 
by delay. A ſecond object of the Britiſh Parliament would 


be, to prevent the ſubjects of France from becoming ſufferers 


by the tyranny of France, and to preſerve for them entire the 
proſpect of the payment of thoſe debts which the deſpotiſm of 
the preſent rulers of the French would have ſeized from them. 
There was another object equally important: Whatever mea- 
ſure might be neceſſary, it was our duty to bear in memory, 
that, in our attempt to preſerve their property, we ſhould not 
be the cauſe of ſacrificing the lives of theſe unfortunate per- 
ſons; and therefore to conceal their names as much as poſſible 
| 4 | | a 
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would become a neceſſary part of our care. This was matter 
for diſcuſſion, and matter which might require much con- 
fideration. He ſhould have thought it his duty not to have 
paſſed over the day, without moving for leave to bring in the 
bill, had he not made inquiry upon the ſubject, and been 
given generally to underſtand, that the delay reſulting from 
the interval between then and Monday, would not be attended 
with any bad effect. Parliament he hoped would take fome 
rapid ſtep on this ſubject; and he truſted, that after what he 
had ſtated, there were not any merchants in this country who 
would accept any bill of exchange, or do any act which would 
operate to prevent the immediate effect of the meaſure which 
the wiſdom of Parliament might think proper to adopt. He 
gave notice that either he himſelf, or ſome learned friend of 

is, would move for a bill on the firſt object he had men- 
tioned on Monday; and he hoped Gentlemen would take ad- 
vantage of the interval, and turn the ſubject in their minds, 
ſo as to come prepared to diſcuſs it with that degree of can- 
dour, intelligence, and judgment, which its importance re- 
quired, With regard to the other objects, he would ſubmit 
them to the conſideration of the Houſe, the firſt opportunity. 
ae FRENCH OFFICERS IN BRITISH PAY. 

Major Maitland defired to aſk a queſtion which the Secre- 
tary of State (Mr. Dundas) had faid he was not prepared to 
»anſwer the preceding night. The Right Hon. Gentleman had 
fince had time to inform himſelf of that, reſpecting which he 
ought never to have been in want of information; and he 
defired to hear from him explicitly, whether or not there were 


French officers employed as aids-de-camp to the Earl of 


Moira, and receiving Britiſh pay. 99 0 | 

Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid, he did not feel himſelf bound by 
duty, or any other conſideration, to give an anſwer to any 
ſuch queſtion, His opinion was, and he begged to be under- 
ſtood as giving only his private opinion, that the Earl of 
Moira had a right to employ ſuch inſtruments as he might 
think moſt fit for executing the ſervice with which he was 
entruſted. To mention the names of French officers in any 
way contributing to the operations of the war, was a matter 
of much delicacy z and he defired the Hon. Gentleman once 
for all to underſtand, that he ſhould decline anſwering any 
queſtion, whatcver might be the Hen. Gentleman's motive 
for putting it, that ter:ded to diſcloſe the meaſures of his 
8 government, the ſucceſs of which might depend 
upon ſecrely, unleſs he was commanded by the Houſe to 
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Major Maitland in reply faid, that being himſelf a military 
man, he could not be ſuppoſed to have meant to call for any 
information concerning the expedition of the noble Earl, the 


communication of which might prove injurious to the objects 


of the ſervice, or the intereſts of the country. The facts he 
had wiſhed to aſcertain, might be learnt from the meaneſt 
private ſoldier ſerving under his Lordfhip ; though the Right 
Hon. Gentleman ſeemed to conſider it as a very curious and 
important Cabinet ſecret. He underſtood from good autho- 
rity, that there were French officers employed under the 


command of the Earl of Moira, and in Britiſh pay. If ſuch 


was the fact, it was contrary to law, and a fit ſubje& of 
inquiry by that Houſe. He was ready to admit, that the 
ſituation of ſuch French officers was delicate, and that their 
ſervices might be uſeful z but if they were to be employed in 
4 legal way, the delicacy of their ſituation would not be 
violated, | and their ſervices would not be leſs important. All 
the army, under the command of the Earl of Moira muſt know 


whether any ſuch officers were employed; and, therefore, to 


itate the fact to the Houſe of Commons, would not be dif- 


cloſing any ſtate ſecret. If the motion he was now to make 


ſhould not be aſſented to, he ſaid he would take another op- 
portunity of bringing the ſubject before the Houſe. The 


Major concluded with moving, That there he laid before the 
Houfe the names of ſuch officers, natives of foreign countries, 
now 1n ſervice under.the command of the Earl of Moira, and 
receiving” Britiſh pay.“ 2978 8 750 

Hr. Grey ſeconded the motion. He declared, he was ſome- 
what ſurpriſed at having heard his Hon. Friend's queſtion 
refuſed an anſwer, on grounds which appeared to him to be 
lo frivolous and fo idle; but he was forry to obſerve the beſt 
part of the practice of the conſtitution broke in upon, and its 
principles departed from daily; under one ſpecious pretence or 
other. The Secretary of State had ſaid, that the Earl of 
Moira had a right to employ ſuch inſtruments as he might 
think fit for executing the ſervice with which he was entruſted. 


_ He would tell the Right Hon. Secretary, what the Earl of 


Moira had not a right to do: He had no right to employ 
foreign officers. in Britiſh pay, within this country, without 


the authority of Parliament. If the motion ſhould not be 


carried, he deſired to be underſtood to give notice, that he 
ſhould again bring forward the ſubject, and ſubmit fome mo- 
tion to the Houſe relative to the landing of Heſſian troops in 
this kingdom. | | 2 


Tue queſtion on Major Maitland's motion was negatived, 


and the Houſe adjourned till Monday. LE 
44 | HOUSE 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monpar, Feb. 3. 


FRENCH PROPERTY IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES. | 

The Solicitor General (Mr. Mitford) roſe to move for leave to 
bring in a bill, the grounds and neceſſity of which had been 
fully explained by his Right Hon. Friend on Saturday, in 
what his Right Hon. Friend had ſaid relative to the late decree 
Paſſed in the French National Convention. 'The Solicitor 
General ſaid, he ſaw no occaſion to expatiate on the ſubject 
then, becauſe if any difference of opinion ſhould ariſe on any 
part of the proviſion which ſhould be propoſed, it might be 
diſcuſſed in ſome ſtage of the bill: He would therefore con- 
tent himſelf with moving for leave to bring in a bill, the title 


of which he conceived would ſufficiently explain the object of 
the bill itſelf. He moved accordingly, © That leave be given to 
bring in a bill, to prevent the application of debts in the hands 


of any of the ſubjects belonging to his Majeſty, to or for the 
diſpoſal of perſons reſident in France, under the power of the 
perſons who exerciſe the preſent meer in France, and 
for preſerving the produce of ſuch property ta the individual 
owners thereof.” | | 
The queſtion was put and agreed to, and the Attorney and 
Solicitor General and others ordered to prepare and bring in 


the ſame. | 
WAYS AND MEANS. 


The Houſe in a Committee of Ways and Means, for raiſing 
a ſupply to be granted to his Majeſty, voted a continuance for 
another year of the duties now payable on Land and Malt, &c. 
The report was ordered to be received next day. 
Leave was givento bring in a bill for regulating his Majeſty's 
marine forces while on ſhore. 8 
| COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY. : 
On reading the order of the day for the Houſe to reſolve 
itſelf in a committee of the whole Houſe, to conſider further 
of the ſupply to be granted to his Majeſty, | | | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, the accounts of the 
army, ordnance, and extraordinaries of the navy, were very 
numerous. Whether it was intended by any Gentleman to 
enter into any particular diſcuſſion of them, he could not tell; 
they were all now before the Houſe; he roſe now chiefly fer 
the purpoſe of ſaying, that he ſhould make a general reference 
to them all, in the courſe of what he ſhould ſubmit to t 
Houfe on Wedneſday. | | 9 
The IIouſe having refolved itſelf into a Committee of 
Supply, paſſed a reſolution moved by Lord Arden, that 
| | | 5 58,021. 
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558,0211. be granted to his Majeſty for the ordinaries of 


the navy. | 

His Lordſhip. alſo moved, that 54), 3 fol. be granted to his 
Majeſty, to defray the expences of building and repairing ſhips 
of war, and other extra work, over and above the ſum to be 
allowed for wear and tear, for the year 1794: This reſolu- 
tion was likewiſe agreed to. ; . 17555 

ARMY ESTIMATES. Wd 

The Secretary at War begged the attention of the Committee 
to the ſubject of the army at preſent, and of the troops requi- 
ſite for the ſervice of the current year. He reminded the 
Houſe that it had fallen to his lot to perform this duty for 
ſome years paſt, and hitherto he had only had the regular and 
limited number of a peace eſtabliſhment to propoſe. The 
{ituation however in which we found ourſelves involved, by 
the unprovoked and unjuſtifiable aggreſſion on the part of 
France, and the conſequent exertions we were bound to make 


to enable us to repel that aggreſſion, called upon us to make 


more vigorous efforts. Theſe exertions he was happy in being 
able to aſſert, were ſuch as he had no doubt would reflect the 
higheſt honour upon thoſe to whoſe ſpirit and talents they were 
principally to be attributed. 'To what extent they have been 
made, would beſt appear by a comparative eſtimate of what 
had been done in former wars, from which we could alone 
judge of what had been effected in the preſent inſtance. For 
this purpoſe he ſtated to the committee the number of troops 
raiſed beyond the peace eſtabliſhment in any one year during 


the war of 1756, as alſo in the late American war, from 


which it appeared, that the greateſt number of men raiſed in 
any one year of thoſe periods, did not exceed 22,000 men. 


During the ſhort period of one year, that the preſent war 


had continued, we had by various means, by the addition of 
new corps of cayalry, guards, marching reguments, &c. 
actually raiſed new troops to the amount of no leſs than 
37,165 men, a number infinitely greater than could be pro- 
duced at any former period. Having thus ſtated the ſuperi- 
ority of exertions made for conducting the war, and the neceſ- 
ſary vigour to enſure ſucceſs and peace; he concluded with 
moving, * That a number of land forces, amounting to, ſixty 
thouſand two hundred and forty-four effective men, com- 
miſſioned and non-commiſſoned officers included, be employed 
for the ſervice of his Majeſty for the year 1794. 1 
Ar. Huſſey, in reply, began with expreſſing his concern, that 
with the beſt inclination to promote every meaſure that Ty 
promiſe to further that ſucceſs which muſt be univerſally 
withed for, he was obliged to give his negative to this vote of 
Vol, I, Tg A troops, 
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troops, a negative he would give with additional ſatisfaction, 
if he could hope it would be effectual. The Hon. Secretary 
had been at the pains to ſtate to the Houſe, the comparative 
exertions in railing troops during the former and preſent wars; 
he could have wiſhed he had gone a little further, and ſtated 
the operations effected by thoſe troops in other wars, and the 
preſent, whence we could more juſtly eſtimate the comparative 
advantages. The Houſe had heard the detail of wars in the 
years 1759, 1760, and what troops had been engaged in the 
whole of the American war. He wiſhed he had heard as well 

as the number of the troops, the effect of employing them in 
the years 1760 and 1761. And after the number of troops 
in the American war, he ſhould be glad to hear what benefit 
this country derived from the employment of thoſe troops; 
and then he ſhould like to hear ſtated, what benefit we are to 
expect from our preſent military force. He was almoſt 
aſhamed to look at this augmentation of our military force, 
becauſe he was afraid we ſhould never be gainers by it: If it 
could be ſhewn to him that we might, he ſhould be ready to 
ſubſcribe to the augmentation ; but he had heard nothing yet, 
to make that appear probable. He-declared himſelf, on a 
former night, an advocate for the augmentation of our navy; 
becauſe he knew that if they would do their duty, (and what 
reaſon was there to doubt it?) they would be of more real uſe 
to this country than an augmentation, ſuch as this, ten times 
over: A few good ſhips had ten times the force for us, of any 
land operation. He wiſhed the miniſter had ſtated ſome induce- 
ment to the Houſe, for what was now aſked ; for he confeſſed 
that he felt a great deal upon this ſubject, and he could not 
make up his mind as to any good that could be gained to this 
country, by this augmentation of its military force. We 
ſhould only plunge ourſelves deeper and deeper by it. This 
country, Gentlemen would recollect, was encompaſſed by ſea 
—the great object of its reſources was commerce. What was 
likely to extend that commerce, and increaſe thoſe reſources ! 
— Our navy. There were now borne and muſtered, as he 
heard on a former day, between ſeventy-five and ſeventy-6x 
thouſand men. If we could afford to augment in any part of 
an armament, why not make this one hundred thouſand ? The 
difficulty did not appear to him ſo great, as to ſome it might 
appear. A ſhip properly manned was one that had one-third 
landſmen, one-third ordinary, and one-third able-bodied ſea- 
men. Our ſhips, even on returning from an expedition, would 
be able to afford ſome towards this complement. He could 
not help preſſing theſe points on the confideration of the 
Houſe, and for the confideration of the public, for he wa 


: | perſuaded 


* * 


* 


pri. 3. ] - WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 239 


| perſuaded that we had no good to expect from the augment- 


ation of our army in this war. He did not mean to ſay any 
thing diſreſpectful of the army. The army might by their 
exertions afford very material ſervice to this country when 
roperly employed; but upon this occaſion he could not help 
Faying ; did not ſee that their utmoſt exertions could be 
beneficial to Great Britain, and therefore he was bound 
to give his negative to the motion then before the Commit- 
tee. | | | 5 | 
Major Maitland ſaid, he ſhould vote for the motion then 


propoſed; but he begged leave to lay in his claim to take a 


different view of the ſubject, from that which was taken by 


the Honourable Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, for he was one of 


thoſe who thought that the exertions of the army, under 
prudent directions, ariſing out of a prudent plan, might be 
rendered highly beneficial to this country. Whether that 
had been the caſe hitherto in the preſent war, was a queſtion 
which he intended ſhortly to examine, The Hon. Secretary 
at War had ſaid that more troops were now employed than 
in the American war; he had no doubt but that the ſtate- 
ment was correct in that particular. But that was not the 
point to be diſcuſſed; it was not the number of troops raiſed 
that ought to be attended to, but the manner of raiſing them, 
and when raiſed the manner in which they were employed. 
If levy-money to a greater amoupt was expended upon the 


preſent plan, than on any former occaſion, there certainly was 


an end of all the merit in raiſing men which was claimed. 


He did not wiſh to ſay (and he begged it to be underſtood as 
ſpeaking of the whole army), nor did he believe, that any blame 
could be aſcribed to any of the generals, officers, or men em- 


ployed in the preſent war; many of them he knew to be men 


of the higheſt character, and for whom he had great eſteem ; 
and in ſtating all the numbers at preſent employed, it would 


have been well if the Secretary at War had mentioned the ef- 
fects produced by the exertions of which he boaſted, and 
had ſtated the military operations of the campaign. It would 


have been well too if the Right Hon. Gentleman, or any other 
8 in his Majeſty's Council, had ſtated what all our force 
had to contend with, and then he believed it would appear that 

we are fighting againſt that for which military proweſs is not 


a match, for there was no military {kill that could alter ſenti- 
ment, or any military valour that could eradicate opinion. It 
would have been well too if the Right Hon. Secretary had had 
the candour to ſtate that all our force was now to be employed 
againſt opinion, for then we ſhould. ſee the ſituation in which 
we ſtood, and what probability we had of ultimate ſucceſs. 


As that, however, was not immediately the ſubjeQ of that 
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night's diſcuſſion, but might be the ſubject of a ſuture one, 
he would not purſue it any longer at preſent. The Houſe, 
the Major ſaid, was then met to diſcharge one of its moſt im- 

ortant functions that of taking money out of the pockets 
of its conſtituents for the ſupport of Government ; and in that 
point of view it became the Houſe to inquire, whether the 
money already levied on the public had been well applied, 
and what was to be expected from the application of it in 
future. We mult conſider then, whether in the former cam- 
Paign miniſters had made good uſe of what they had in their 
hands? —and this queſtion would again reſolve itſelf into two 
points—whether they had not employed ſmall force where 
great force was indiſputably neceſſary? and whether they had 
not employed great force where ſmall force would have been 
ſufficient ?—He cared not what the force was, for the ſake of 
the preſent argument ; his buſineſs was at this time to inquire 
whether the force, ſuch as it was, had been well or ill applied. 
In diſcuſling this he ſhould leave out of the queſtion the whole 
of the conduct of our allies—what that might have been, 
might alſo be the ſubject of diſcuſſion hereafter, and when it 
ſhould, he ſhould be ready to argue and to prove that the ſuc- 
ceſs of the allies was infinitely inferior to what might reaſon- 
ably have been expected, and that the allies are at this time 
in a much worſe ſtate and ſituation, than they were at the 
commencement of this campaign, or at the time of the Au- 
ſtrians defeating Miranda at Maeſtricht. The Major ſaid, he 
would confine himſelf to the operations of Britiſh troops com- 
manded by Britiſh generals, upon every one of which, he 
feared it would be found that we had completely failed. He 


believed it would appear upon the diſcuſſion of that ſubject, 


that inſtead of honour we had met diſgrace—inſtead of vic- 
tory we had found defeat—inſtead of advantage gained, we 
had experienced loſs ſaffered—inftead of credit for the wiſdom 
of our plan, we merited nothing but contempt—In a word, 


that there was nothing in any part of the campaign, that could 


be ſaid to give to this country any one point of advantage, as 
a national object. In one place, our force was found inad- 
equate to the object to be gained. In the, other it was more 
than the object could be worth, if gained. But he begged 
again to repeat, that he meant not in the moſt diſtant manner 
either to caſt cenſure on the generals, officers, or men, who 
compoſed our armies, but to impute blame to miniſters, to 


whoſe miſmanagement and miſconduct ſolely he attributed all 


our misfortunes. : 3 
The Major proceeded to take a review of the principal 
events of the late campaign. The ſucceſs that followed the em- 
barkation of the guards for Holland, by the relief of Wit 
I e liamſtadt, 
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liamſtadt, was, he ſaid, by no means to be attributed to any 
wiſdom or foreſight of miniſters, becauſe that being merely 
a defenſive meaſure, no previous plan could poſſibly be 
adopted to inſure ſucceſs. The firſt fair point for conſidera- 
tion of the ſubject, therefore, was that of the conduct of the 
Britiſh at Valenciennes. When they came before that place 
(they did, as often they had done, and he truſted always would 
do), they acquitted themſelves with honour and glory to their 
country: From their number, and from the number of the 
allies, they ſuceeeded in their object; but from their number 


and the time taken up for that purpoſe, there was nothing 


wonderful in what was done on that 'occaſjon, conſidering 
that it was done by all the combined powers. When, how- 
tver, they came to act ſeparately and without the allies, as thev 
did before Dunkirk, the conſequence was diſgrace; the exent 
not only reflected diſgrace upon the arms of this country, but 
had alſo been the cauſe of the melancholy ſituation in which the 
allied armies had been ever fince. Some Gentlemen from their 
miles feemed to doubt this, and ſeemed to doubt whether the 
liege of Dunkirk reflected diſgrace on us. He would, for the pur- 
pole of being well underſtood, repeat, that the fiege of Dunkirk 
reflected difgrace' upon this country, and that it was in a great 
meaſure the cauſe of the ſubſequent calamities which were fek 
by the allied armies. What happened upon this occaſion? The 
Major ſaid, he muſt again declare, that it was not the con- 
duct of the commander, but of the miniſter, which he blamed, 
the illuſtrious Prince who commanded at that ſiege was ſuffi- 
ciently brave, there was no doubt of that. But the queſtion 
was, whether the means were adequate to the end propoſed— 


and it might be a queſtion worthy of diſcuſſion hereafter, 
_ whether the expedition was undertaken with the advice of his 


Royal Highneſs the Duke of York and the Prince de Saxe 
Cobourg, or without their advice, by the Cabinet of England. 
How far in point of fact that ſiege was undertaken by the gal- 
lant and illuſtrious General who commanded the Britiſh 
troops, upon his own ſuggeſtion, or by the interference of mi- 
niſters at home, it was impoſſible for him to poſſeſs adequate 
information to be able to ſtate. But upon the very face 


bol it, the means employed were inadequate to the end pro- 


poſed, and the expedition completely failed: This he believed 
to have ariſen either from ignorance or negligence at home. 
The ſituation of his Royal Highneſs on that occaſion was very 
comſortleſs: He ſaw himſelf forſaken by miniſters: He ſaw 
himſelf left defenceleſs. The officers under his command 
faw themſelves in that ſituation, and the expedition failed. 
Why did he ſtate this? Not for the fake of faxing that _ 
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poſſeſſion of Dunkirk was not deſirable, for deſirable it 
certainly was, but he ſtated it to ſhew that the plan ſor taking it 
was ill-contrived, and that it failed in the execution. It had been 
ſtated by a gallant Admiral (M*Bride); whoſe veracity was as 
undoubted as his courage, that the petty gun-boats annoyed 
our troops upon that occaſion conſiderably; and to them likes 
wile we owed the loſs of one of the firſt officers that graced 


the Britiſh name, Major Moncrieff. He believed that the 


whole of the diſgrace which fell upon the Britith arms at 


Dunkirk, ought to fall upon the miniſters who adviſed it, and 


not upon his Royal Highneſs the Duke of York. But if it 
ſhould turn out otherwiſe, however illuſtrious his character, 
he could not be free from blame; and that ought to be in- 
quired into hereafter. He underſtood that when the Duke 
came there, in expectation of all the requiſites, there was no 


battering cannon neceſſary to carry on the ſiege, and that other 


eſſential articles were wanting, owing to the negligence of 
miniſters. Upon the whole of this buſineſs, 545 he 
muſt repeat his former aſſertion, that all the ſubſequent miſ- 
Fortunes of the campaign were to be attributed to it, inaſmuch 
as our diſaſter before Dunkirk ſerved as a fignal for rallying 
throughout France. The conſequence of our failure at this 
place was ſuch as he had already ſtated—the defeat of the 
Prince de Saxe Cobourg at Maubeuge. The next object, a 
link in the chain of incidents which made up the connexion 


of the events of the campaign was that which took place 


at Toulon, and upon this ſubje& the language of miniſters 
was curious. They aſſumed credit for having deſtroyed the 
French navy at that place. We certainly had given them a 
feyere blow in that reſpect ; but where was the praiſe to ariſe! 
We had got Toulon by zreaty, and we loſt it by force of arms: 
How did this prove our military advantage? We got Toulon 


by promiſes to the French there. We loſt their confidence 


by betraying them. How had miniſters conducted themſelves 
upon this occaſion ? They ſent a force that was We ee 
to keep it we were faithleſs to our truſt, and the only thing 
in which miniſters exerted themſelves, was that of creating 
a Staff, increaſing the officers, and purſuing all the expenſive 
part of a military eſtabliſhment, and adding to the means of 
corrupt influence; in ſhort, upon the face of the whole of this 


expedition, there appeared, as far as miniſters were concerned, 


nothing but corruption and incapacity. 1 5 

If Toulon was of that conſequence it had been formerly 
ſtated, why was the expedition planned under Sir Charles 
Grey ſuffercd to be diverted from the preſervation of it! 


After the capture of General O'Hara, the General who ſuc- 
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ceeded him (Dundas) ſtated in his diſpatches the doubtfulneſs 
of being able to hold Toulon without the poſſeſſion of the 
heights, which yet they were unable to preſerve for want of 
troops. Thus the object failed, let the fault be where it may. 
With reſpect to the expedition under General Sir Charles 
Grey, how did matters ſtand? That expedition was poſtponed 
by repeated interruptions and delays until it was at laſt ſet for- 
ward in ſo boiſterous and dangerous a ſeaſon, that by the laſt 
accounts, he was ſeen ſtruggling with ſtorms with only one 
man of war, a frigate, and three tranſports. Thus did mi- 
niſters fritter away the efforts of the nation, and the expedition 


became nominal, for the fake of eſtabliſhing their favourite 


meaſure—the Staff. 5 | | 

In reſpect to the projected expedition of the Earl of Moira, 
the conduct of miniſters had been as bad, if not worſe than 
in every other particular; for that gallant officer, whoſe ſkill, 
knowledge, and valour, he did not doubt, after being attended 
by a variety of people, his expedition, as his Honourable 
Triend (Mr. Sheridan) had ſaid on a former night, ended in an 
invaſion of this country by a troop of Heſſians. Thus he had 
ſtated, as briefly as the ſubject would admit, all the objects and 
the effects of the different expeditions of the Britiſh forces, as 
far as related to Europe. He would next proceed to take a 
ſhort view of them in the Weſt Indies; where the ſame 
ſeries of miſconduct and misfortunes preſented themſelves to 
his view; where, whatever we undertook by force of arms, 
as in the expedition againſt St. Lucie, failed ; and where our 
ſucceſſes, as in the poſſeſſion of part of St. 2 was the 
effect of negotiation, not military exertion. Tobago was 
taken, which was the more deſpicable, as it had been poſſeſſed 
before by the Britiſh, and had many Britiſh inhabitants. But 
the expedition at Martinique had completely failed, and that 
by an inadequate plan, which, on the part of the miniſters, was 
ſhamefully conducted: The fault, he would repeat, was not 
the fault of the general, or the officers, or the men, but of the 
miniſter, and ſo it would appear, when a proper inquiry 
came to be made into the ſubject. The whole of the plan 
of the miniſters in the Weſt Indies, as well as their plans in 
Lurope, were inadequate to the ends propoſed, and had con- 
ſequently failed. Whether we looked at home or abroad, the 
conduct of miniſters had been one uniform ſyſtem of ne- 
gligence, in regard to the intereſts of their country, its ho- 
nour, and its dignity; and hardly any thing was to be ſeen to 
ariſe out of it, but diſappointment and diſgrace; and when 
they came to anſwer to thoſe charges, he wiſhed, for the 
honour of the Britiſh character, ſo long renowned for — 
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and. candour, that they would not anſwer by mere declamation, 
but by reaſon and fair argument : If they felt for their own 
character, and were conſcious they were not to blame, they 
would themſelves inſtitute an inquiry into the facts upon which 
he had founded: theſe aſſertions. He acknowledged the neceſ- 
fity of great ſupplies, and therefore would vote for them; 
but while he did fo, it was his duty to move for an expla- 
nation, how the money already voted had been applied, and if 
poſſible to obtain ſome ſecurity that not a fhilling of the 
money of the people of this country ſhould be miſapplied in 
future. With regard to the Houſe, he confeſſed, that con- 
ceiving it to be the duty of miniſters at all times, particu- 
lary in time of war, to be on their guard in expending the 
money of the public, he was in hopes that miniſters would fo 
far deal plainly and fairly by the public, as to ſhew that there 
were fome reaſonable hopes at leaſt that the expeditions they 
commenced would have terminated with ſucceſs and advantage. 
This expectation was raiſed ſtill higher, when he reflected 
that large ſums of money had been thrown away upon various 
accounts, that were far from being neceſſary. Some of them, 
indeed, were highly cenfurable. One hundred thouſand 
2 had been already employed for the purpoſe of erecting 

arracks in different parts of this iſland-a meaſure not only 
unneceſſary, but clearly unconſtitutional: There required few 
words to prove this; he had the authority of the beſt writers 
who had ever written upon the ſubject, and they all agreed 
that erecting barracks was a plan directly hoſtile to the ſpirit 
of our conſtitution, and utterly deſtructive to the liberties of 
a free people. Authors, who had treated on the ſubject, agreed 
that keeping ſoldiers in barracks, tended to deſtroy that ſocial 
intercourſe between the ſoldier and the citizen, which was the 


great foundation of all harmony, and the bulwark of a free 


Rate, as well againſt internal diſcord as againſt foreign force, 
The evil did not end here; for he had too much reaſon to 
know, that the ſyſtem of building barracks in this country 
was only in its infancy, and that as it was intended to bc 
brought to maturity and made general, it would no doubt be 


carried on until the people ſhould feel its inconvenzence, and 


declare that they will no longer bear it. 

Another objectionable matter was the mode of raifing men 
by the ſale of commiſſions. Men were to be paid 15]. of 
which Government were to pay but 51. the remainder 10l. 
being to be raiſed by the ſale of captains' commiſſions. He 
did not mean to ſay that it was not fair to raiſe men in this 
manner, but he was confident that it added an unneceſſary 


number of officers (their commiſſions being ſold); and 55 
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thus men whoſe meritorious ſervices deſerved better were ſu- 
perſeded, unleſs they could raiſe money to purchaſe that to 
which their ſervices gave them a fair claim; and he was con- 
ſident that when the account came to be wound up and cloſed, 
the public would not gain by this plan; and although, conſi- 
dering the thing in itſelf, it might be fair thus to raiſe the 
men for the purpoſe of ſaving expence, yet in its principle 
it was extremely cenſurable, inaſmuch as it was clearly un- 
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which exceeded by many thouſand pounds the.expence of the 
Staff at the moſt brilliant period of Britiſh annals. It amounted 
at preſent to the ſum of 97, oool. per annum—a ſum exceed- 
ing by 30,0001. a period when the wars of this country were 
guided by the late Lord Chatham, and being much beyond 
any period of the American war. From all theſe facts, it was 
clear that miniſters paid no attention to economy, but pur- 
ſued plans improvident in themſelves, and utterly inadequate 
to the object propoſed. He concluded with obſerving, that 
although he could not acquieſce in the eſtimate of the exs - 
traordinaries on the table, he myſt from neceſſity vote away, 


conſtitutional to raiſe men for the public ſervice, without the {290 
expreſs conſent of Parliament; and if economy was the ob- / 3.52908 
ject of our miniſters, inſtead of bidding defiance to the con- 1 
ſtitution, Which they daily praiſed, they ſhould look around 1 
them, and they would ſee a long liſt of uſeleſs places that 1 
might be ſold, and the produce brought into the public purſe. 1 
The laſt point, which he meant to advert to, the Major ſaid, | 15 i 
was the enormous and unprecedented expence of the Staff, i +1 
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to a vaſt amount, the money of his conſtituents; nor had 1 
he any ſatisfaction from the ſucceſs of the application of the TY 1 
laſt burden they had borne; yet he might go away with this 1 
chilling, this miſerable reflection, that he was voting away 19:0 6 
their property upon tliat which would not benefit any honeſt 9 1 1 
individual in this county. my | | „ 
Mr. Fenkinſon ſaid, as the ſubject might be agitated at a 1 
ſuture opportunity, it would not be neceflary for him to enter BY 
very much at large into this ſubject; and moſt eſpecially the *# © 
inaterial parts of it appeared to be. within a narrow com- 333 W 
paſs. Two points would naturally ſuggeſt themſelves for 78 i 
conſideration: Firſt, © Whether the campaign, as far as 5: 
our military operations were concerned in it, had been ſuc- = 
ceſsful or unſucceſsful ? Secondly, ſuppoſing any part of it . th 
10 have been unſucceſsful, whether that want of ſucceſs was 43 8 
or was not attributable to Government?“ Or, in other words, "7% 
* whether any blame was fairly to be attached to miniſters or 3326 


CY WW T 
3 * 


not?” In the firſt place, he maintained that if the campaign had 
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that they deſerved praife, and on the other hand, although the 
ſucceſs had been general, yet there might be room for, blame 
from the evidence of a particular act of miſconduct. Confi- 
dering their conduct in theſe points of view, he did not ſee that 
miniſters had been to blame in any part of the campaign. It 
was obvious that in the courſe of this war we had employed in 
one year 10,000 men more than at any other period of the ſame 
length, and ſo far it was evidence of merit, becauſe it ap- 
eared that miniſters had been attentive to the public force. 
he fiege of Dunkirk had next been alluded to. Upon that 
point he muſt admit, that Dunkirk was a conſiderable object 
to this country; but although a conſiderable object, it was 
by no means the higheſt obſect we had upon the continent. 
Mr. Jenkinſon ſaid, he would take a view of the ſiege of 
Dunkirk, and he flattered himſelf, could prove that the means 
taken to carry on that fiege, were, under all the circum- 
| ſtances, the beſt that could have been adopted; for it muſt be 
remembered that, although we wiſhed to take Dunkirk, yet 
that it was an eſſential part of our plan to divide the arms of 
the enemy. At that time it was held, that until Maubeuge 
ſhould have been taken by the allied powers, Bruſfels was in 
danger; it was therefore eſſential to us that Dunkirk ſhould 
be attacked then, if attacked at all, becauſe, if not attacked 
then, the ſoil being marſhy, it would be fruitleſs to attempt 
the attack at an advanced period of the ſeaſon; and he was 
ready to allow, that if the means which were neceſſary for 
that ſiege did not arrive, and if thoſe who had the conduct of 
it had remonſtrated, and after that the cabinet of this country 
had inſiſted on carrying on the ſiege without affording the 
means which had been applied for, it would be on their part 
unjuſt and highly criminal: But he could anſwer for that 
which had paſſed between the General, who had the command 
of that ſiege, and the miniſters of this country, that to ſuch 
correſpondence had taken place. If a remonſtrance had been 
made, if it had been ſaid, that the ſiege of Dunkirk was im- 
practicable, or that in a military point of view it fhould not 
3 been undertaken, the cabinet never could have thought 
of it. But let it not be imagined, that when he was defend- 
ing Government from blame upon this occaſion, he was caſting 
any upon the illuſtrious perſon who was at the head of the 
ſiege. Every thing was done that could be done. The expe- 
dition had failed. But was it expected that we were never to 
fail in any thing we undertake, and that particularly at a time 
when ſome in that Houſe were ſo ſtrenuouſly inſiſting on the 
great ſtrength and courage of the French? Our ſecond object 
was the capture of Queſnoy; we took that, and we * 


{ 


rs. .] WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 243 


take Dunkirk. With regard to the ordnance that was to have 
been employed at the ſiege, he had heard, and he believed it 
was expreſsly deſired brike commander, that ordnance ſhould 
not come down, until they had arrived at Dunkirk, for fear, 
in the interim, of its falling into the hands of the enemy. 
The conſequence of which was, that the ſiege was unſuc- 
ceſsful, and the conſequence of the fiege there was, that we 
were ſucceſsful in another quarter, the French were droge 
down from the Rhine and the Mozelle, which weakened 
enemy very much—an object, at that period, of the greateſt 
importance to us and our allies. | 15 

He next adverted to our operations in the Weſt Indies, and 
ſaid, he was confident there was no cauſe for blame on mi- 
niſters in that quarter. It was true that we did not ſucceed at 
Martinique and Gaudaloupe, but the plan for that purpote 


was nevertheleſs a good one, for at that time we had reaſon 


to apprehend, they were in the power of the ariſtocratic 
party. In the interval that had elapſed between their fetting 
out, and their arrival at the place of deſtination, a revolution 
took place, and the democratic party had gained the aſcend- 
ancy. When the forces had arrived, this was a circumſtance 
that required prudence and diſcretion. The General at firſt 
debarked part of the forces; but, as ſoon as they found' that 
no ſucceſs was likely ultimately to enſue, but that, on the 
contrary, a great number of the men muſt, were the objec 
to be purſued, inevitably have periſhed, they re-embarked 
them again. In fact, we had been betrayed, and treachery 
could not be foreſeen nor guarded againſt, and therefore no 
blame was on that account Aſcribable to miniſteres. 
Toulon, he ſaid, was certainly an object with us, but 
when he was.aſked, why we did not ſend troops there to keep 
it, he would anſwer, that although Toulon was an object, 
yet it was not of ſufficient magnitude, when held in com- 
petition with the chance of our taking the French Weſt 
India iſlands, to outweigh that object. Beſides, Lyons and 
Marſeilles, as well as many parts of the ſouth of France, were 
at that time favourable for an inſurrection againſt the rulin 
. of France, and would have ſucceeded, had the Lyonefe 
been able to hold out as long as miniſters had reaſon to hope 
they would; and therefore they were juſtified in thinking 
that our additional force might have been better employed in 
the Weſt Indies than it could at Toulon, where indeed- it 
2 not have been wanted, but for the unforeſeen furrender 
ot Lyons. | . | „ 
The expedition of the Earl of Moira, he felt himſelf pre- 
pared to defend. e what ad been ſaid againſt 


1 
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it, that expedition was well concerted, and the reaſon why it 
had not been tried, and probably why it would not have been 
ſucceſsful, was, that the royaliſts did not endeavour to gain 

oſſeſſion of ſea- ports, previous to which it would have been 
impoſſible for us to ſend a ſuſhcient force to that country, to 
give reaſon to expect ſucceſs: And he appealed to the Gentle- 
men of the army, who were preſent, whether this were not 
undeniably the fact, and whether they did not in their con- 
ſciences believe, that the royaliſts alone were to blame, and 
that the fault did not attach to the Earl of Moira or his army. 
Mr. Jenkinſon added ſome general obſervations on the whole 
ſubject of his argument, and contended that the exertions of 
Government, during the whole of the campaign by ſea and 
land, had been at leaſt as great, as vigorous, and as ſucceſsful, 


as at any other period. Sure he was that no blame was to be 


iümputed either to miniſters, officers, or men. But if any Gen- 
tleman ſhould think proper to move for an inquiry, that would 
be the time to enter fully into the ſubject; and if ſuch an oc- 
caſion ſhould offer, he would be ready to meet the queſtion. 
Mr. Drake, who had riſen at the ſame time that Mr. ſen- 
kinſon did, deſired that the queſtion might be read. He then 
entered into a defence of the grounds of the war, and ſaid, 
he wiſhed to impreſs the Houſe with thoſe ſentiments which 
they had juſt received from an Hon. Gentleman (Mr, Huſſey): 
2 fortiori, theſe ſentiments were ſtrong in his mind. There 
was no remedy for any circuitous talk, in his opinion, but 


interruption of the member. What he had heard was not 


irrelevant, but founded on the baſis of good ſenſe. The navy 
of England was our boaſt, our honour, and our pride; but 


the queſtion was not, whether a ſupplemental force ſhould be 


added to the navy of England in the proſecution of this moral 
war. All our force, Mr. Drake ſaid, ought to be exerted 
againſt the formidable power of France; and the queſtion 
was, whether we ſhould act up to our profeſſions, or relax in 
our exertions. He profeſſed himſelf a zealot for the welfare 
of his country; a zealot for her ſucceſs; and every thing 
that concerned her intereſts, he ſaid, was near and dear to his 
heart. He would therefore give it a diſintereſted, cordial, 
patriotic, zealous, and dutiful ſupport. He ſaid, he admired 
economy, but this was not a ſubject to which we ought to 
FR ae er a e 

8 Maitland roſe to explain; and ſhortly ſtated, that he 
had complained of the conduct of the cabinet, and he had 
been anſwered, that the conduct of the cabinet was wiſe. 
He reminded the Houſe, that he had expreſly ſaid, that it was 
not of the Britiſh generals or the Britiſh troops he complained; 


be 
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he believed they had done, and he believed they would do their 


duty, but they had been placed in a ſituation where gallantry 
and merit could be of little uſe to their country: ith re- 


gard to Dunkirk, it was ſaid that the poſſeſſion of it was de- 


ſirable: He did not conceive that the poſſeſſion of Dunkirk 
was particularly deſirable, nor had he ſo argued it; he had 
{tated that the ſiege was improperly carried on, and that aſ- 
ſertion had not been anſwered. It was ſaid that orders had 
been given, that the ordnance at the ſiege of Dunkirk was not 
to be moved until the Duke came for it, for that it might 
have been taken by the enemy.—Certainly it might: But if 
it was not ready for him when he came up, how was he ts 
make any uſe of it? There was another part of the ſiege of 
Dunkirk which had not been mentioned, that of letting four 
inſignificant French gun-boats come out, and our not having a 
ſingle veſſel at the time to take them. 

The Major added to his obſervations on the conduct of the 


campaign in the Weſt Indies, particularly the attempt on 


Martinique, and the expedition of the Earl of Moira, and 
ſtil! maintained that the whole of the campaign had been 
unſucceſsful and diſgraceful to us, on account only of- the 
conduct of our miniſters. ' | 

Mr. Huſſey ſaid, he could not allow miniſters the credit they 
claimed for raifing more men than had been levied in any 
former war. He declared, that his wiſhes were not for con- 
queſt, but for a ſafe and honourable termination of the war in 
which we had unfortunately been involved. The miniſter 
himſelf had called for the vigilance of the Houſe over the ex- 


penditure of public money. Was not the direction of the 


force, for which money was voted, a ſubject equally important, 
and over which the Houſe ought to be equally vigilant ? He 
was fick of, the war on the continent, in which he was per- 
ſuaded every exertion, as far as we were concerned, muſt 
ultimately fail. He called upon the Right Hon. Gentleman 


at the head of Adminiſtration to tell the Houſe and the coun- 


try, diſtinctly, what was the real object of the war, and what 
he hoped to obtain by perſevering in the war on the continent, 
and what probability there was of obtaining that object? 
Theſe points ſatisfied, he would give his aſſent to the meaſure 
propos! 3 | 

Lord Fielding replied to that part of Mr. Jenkinſon's argu- 


ment, in which he had contended that the Generals who 


| commanded the expedition againſt Dunkirk having made no 
remonſtrance that the means afforded them were inadequate, 
miniſters were therefore exempt from blame, What authority, 
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his Lordſhip aſked, had the Hon. Gentleman for ſaying, that 
the Generals were ſatisfied with the means promiſed them, or 
that all the means had been afforded which were promiſed ? 

Mr. Fenkinſon in explanation ſaid, he did not mean that 
Generals were anſwerable for all the details of every particu- 
lar operation they undertook, much leſs if Government neg- 
lected to furniſh them with all the aid that was promiſed, 
Mr. Jenkinſon ſai, as none of the officers employed in the en- 
terpriſe againſt Dunkirk had ever ſtated that the force entruſted 
to them was inadequate for the purpoſes for which it was in- 
tended, no reſponſibility could poſſibly attach upon miniſters, 
though the expedition had failed, 

Captain Berkeley ſaid, the army eſtimates being the fubject 
of the debate, he was not prepared to ſpeak on the ordnance. 
To one remark, however, he could make ſome reply. If his 
information was right, the ordnance for the fiege of Dunkirk 
was required to be at the place of its deſtination between the 
21ſt and 24th of Auguſt, and it actually arrived on the 24th. 
He was ſorry that Sir Charles Grey, whoſe force had been re- 
preſented as inadequate, was deprived, by the campaign in the 
Houſe of Commons, of the ſervices of an officer (Major 
Maitland) whoſe talents might have contributed ſo much to 
the ſucceſs of the campaign in the Weft Indies. | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he was happy to find 
that there was no direct oppoſition to the queſtion; and as all 
the collateral topics of debate were announced as matter of 
future and more formal diſcuſſion, when the; ſenſe of the 
Houſe might fairly be taken with reſpeCt to the conduct of his 
Majeſty's miniſters, he ſhould touch but very briefly on them 
at that time; a line of conduct which temporary indiſpoſition 
would oblige him to purſue, were he otherwiſe inclined. To the 
Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Huſſey) who had called upon him ſo 
pointedly, he muſt anſwer, that he could not enter into any 
detail of the intended operations on the Continent ; but that, 
looking at the general character and deſcription of the war, 
looking at the internal ſtate of France, upon a change in which 
more « upon any other circumſtance muſt the poſſibility of 
a ſafe and honourable peace depend, he could ſay that a naval 
war would prove inefficacious, becauſe jt would not bring that 
immediate preſſure upon an enemy, which was neceſſary to 
.accelerate the proſpect of peace. France, he ſaid, had com- 
mitted and was perſiſting in the commiſſion of ſuicide on her 
own commerce. She was not only careleſs of her colonies, 
but it ſeemed to be her ſyſtem to deſtroy them and her com- 


merce. Let Gentlemen but recollect what were the * 
1 . 18 Which 
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which led to the war. They were, firſt, the encroachments made, 
and attempting by the French on the territories of other 
powers, to reſtrain, which had, in all former times, been held to 
be the policy of Great Britain. The next, which was in fact 
for our owt commercial and maritime ſafety, proved that the 
continental war was neceſſary. The French had over-run the 
Auftrian Netherlands; and threatened Holland with an invaſion. 
If we ſuffered them to add port to A and commerce to 

eſs themſelves not only 
of all the ports and means of naval and commercial force 
which Holland afforded, but alſo the intermediate ports of the 
Netherlands, however ſafe we might think ourſelves from im- 


| mediate attack, what proſpect could we look to of future ſe- 


curity? To fave Holland from an invaſion, and to recover 
the Auſtrian Netherlands, the only barrier for Holland againft 
the force of France, were true Britiſh objects objects in which 
Britain was as deeply and as immediately intereſted, as the 
Emperor himſelf, But to obtain theſe objects, he would appeal 
fo the judgment and the candour of every reaſonable man, if it 
was not neceflary to undertake a continental wa. 
During the firſt campaign of the war, whatever judgment 
might be formed of it, or whatever epithets. might be applied 
to it by others, he ſhould contend, we had been eminently ſuc- 
ceſsful, although not (as what campaign of ſuch extent ever 
was?) without ſome important failures and reverſes. The argu- 
ment to be deduced from this would militate directly againft the 
concluſions of the Honourable Gentleman; for all thoſe reverſes 
had been owing to the inadequacy of the force brought into the 
held againſt a people, who did not carry on war by levying and 
equipping armies like other powers, but who might rather be 
confidered as an armed nation. If any argument was to be, 
built upon this, and he was aware of the uſe ſome Gentlemen 
might make of it, it would not ſerve their purpoſe, becauſe 
it would be found too much for thoſe who would urge it 
againſt the continuance of war; for either it was impoſſible 
we could ſucceed in bringing any force adequate to our object, 
and then all muſt be deſpair, a fentiment which he believed not 
many would be brought to harbour; or elſe, if they could not 
bring the country to this concluſion, they only proved the ne- 
ceſſity of making ſtill more vigorous exertions. He would afk 
Gentlemen, whether the intereſts of this country would have 
been better conſulted—would the protection of Holland and the 
recovery of the Netherlands have been more effectually pro- 
moted, if we had not had 30, ooo men in Flanders? Our hopes 
chen were, that we ſhould be able to make greater exertions = 
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theſecond campaign, than we had done in the firſt; and that having 
made ſome progreſs already, our future progreſs would be greater, 
more rapid, and deciſive, becauſe we ſhould ſtart with ſuperior 
force, and from better ground. The ground from which we were 
to ſtart was better; becauſe the French were driven from all their 


former conqueſts on the Rhine; and although they had again 


been unfortunately able to over-run part of that country, they 


had been prevented from ſeizing on Mentz, the key of Ger- 


many in that quarter. They were driven out of the Auſtrian 
Netherlands, and inſtead of having to begin the campaign with 


fome of the ſtrong places of Holland taken, and others on the 


point of falling, we ſhould begin it with ſeveral of the ſtrong 
fortreſſes of the French frontiers in the hands of the Allies. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer faidy he did not claim for 


himſelf the exemption ſtated by his Honourable Friend (Mr, 
Jenkinſon), that when Generals did not remonſtrate that the 
force given them for any object was inadequate, they, and not 
Miniſters, were reſponſible tor miſcarriage, He thought it would 


be more correct to ſay, that in ſuch caſe, Generals would be- 


come jointly reſponſible with Miniſters for miſcarriage. What 
degree of blame might attach to a General and what to Mini- 
ters, on this ſuppoſition, it would be rarely fit to diſcuſs, 


unleſs the miſcarriage had been of ſuch magnitude, as to render, 


the inconvenience of avoiding inquiry, as great as the danger 
to be apprehended from diſcuſſion—and in time of war how great 
that danger was, he needed not remind the Committee. But 


when Gentlemen ſaid, that the expedition againſt Dunkirk | 


was undertaken contrary to the opinion of the illuſtrious Prince 
who commanded it, or that the force employed in it was in his 
opinion inadequate, he mult tell them that their information 
was diametrically the reverſe of the fact. The acquiſition of 
Dunkirk, at a time when the object was to make as great and 
as general an impreſſion as poſſible upon the enemy's fron- 
tier, every Gentleman would allow was important. It was not; 
however, ſo important as to ſuperſede other operations, and 
divert the force at the diſpoſal of Miniſters from other pur- 
poſes, which they might think of ſtill higher importance, He 


was ready to avow that, as one of his Majeſty's Miniſters, he 
* > Jeiry ü 


had adviſed the expedition againſt Dunkirk, believing not only 
that the place could not reſiſt the force that was ſent againſt it, 
but alſo that the French could not, by any probable exertion, 
collect a force ſufficient to relieve it. That he was deceived in 


his hopes, was but too true whether he was to be blamed for 


advice from which he would not now ſhrink, it would be for 
the Houſe to conſider and decide, if they ſhould think fit to 
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go into the inquiry, of which notice had been given. When 


the motion for RY er to be debated, if ſuch a motion 


ſhould be made, he ſhould contend that there was no ground 
laid for inquiry, and that, even if there were, the danger to 


be apprehended, far out-weighed any advantage that could 


poſſibly be expected from it. If he were conſcious of an 
error, he ſhould not be aſhamed to own it, as, on ſo complicated 
a ſubject as the direction of a war, who would have the pre- 
ſumption to ſay, that he ſhould never err? but ſo far was he, 
then that he had had the aid of experience to inform his judg- 
ment, from being conſcious of any error, in the advice he had 
given, that he had no heſitation to ſay, that under the ſame 
circumſtances he ſhould give the ſame advice again. Fo the 
very reſpectable Nobleman at the head of the ordnance, he 
owed it to declare, that no exertion that could be made in the 


department over which he preſided, had been omitted. The 


French gun- boats, of which ſo much had been ſaid, had in 
point of fact contributed nothing to the failure of the enter- 


priſe. The true cauſe of the retreat was, that the covering 


army was attacked by ſuch ſuperior forces as even the able con- 
duct of the officer who commanded it, could not reſiſt. Both 
the time and the manner of that retreat were highly honour- 


able to the Prince by whom it was directed. In the ardour of 


youth and courage, to relinquiſh a favourite object, and to 
mark the preciſe time when to relinquiſh it became neceſſary, 
was, in his conſideration, the higheſt proof of merit. 
Reſpecting the conduct of the war in other parts, all he 
defired to know was, what more miniſters could have done 
with the force they had at their command? On this he would 
reſt the whole of their merit or demerit. When the force at 
Toulon and the force ordered thither were known, he ſhould 
ve ready to diſcuſs the conduct of miniſters reſpecting the de- 
fence of that place, if the Houſe thought fit. All he ſhould 
then ſay was, that although they confidered retaining pol- 
ſeſſion of Toulon as of importance, they did not hold it to be 
lo important as to give up, on account of it, the expedition to 
the Welt Indies. They had ordered ſuch a foreę for the de- 


fence of Toulon as they conceived to be ſufficjent, 'and he 


did not even then think that it would have been juſtihable 


to forego the expedition under Sir Charles Grey, They af-. 
terwardz diminiſhed the force intended for that expedition, 
for reaſons, which it was not then proper to explain, Such 


as it ſtill remained, they thought it adequate to the ſervice for 


which it was ſent; and neither zeal nor talents would be 


wanting on the part of the officer who commanded, to render 
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2% WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS [Conmgt, 
it ſucceſsful, With reſpect to the force collected under the 


command of the Eajl of Moira, it was idle to diſcuſs the 


merits of an expedition, if ſo it might be called, which had 


been only projected and was now laid aſide. All he ſhould ſay 
was, that miniſters had not the means of attempting ſuch an 
expedition at an earlier period; and that they were juſtified 
in planning it at the time they did. How the troops collected 
for that plan might be now employed, he certainly ſhould not 


explain. | 33 
: To return to the ſubject of Toulon (for on ſuch occa- 
ſions it was difficult to refrain from faying more than was 
at firſt intended); in the defence of it, while it could be de- 
fended, and in the evacuation, when it could be defanded no 
longer, the officers who commanded had great and extraor- 
dinary merits. The obtaining poſſeſſion of it depended on 
the excellent condition of the fleet ſent, into the Mediter- 
ranean, and the admirable conduct of the officers who com- 
manded it. Had it not been for this fortunate combination 


of circumſtances, the fleet of the enemy, fometimes ſuperior 


in point of numbers, could not have been blocked up in the 
port of Toulon, and that degree of famine produced, which 


was the primary caufe of the ſurrender. After the tower and 


forts were occupied by the ſmall force then at the diſpoſal of 
Lord Hood, ſuch exertions for maintaining the place were 
made, as he was aſtoniſhed to hear a member of the Bri- 
tiſh army, even inadvertently, for he was ſure it could only be 
from inadvertence, repreſent as diſgraceful to the Britiſh arms. 


When it became neceſſary to evacuate the place, let Gentle 
men call to mind the circumſtance againſt which that opera- 


tion had been effected; let them ſuppoſe a great town: to be 
abandoned, a large garriſon to be embarked, and the inhabit- 
ants, in conſternation and diſmay, to be taken away, while the 


enemy had gained ſuch advantages in various quarters, as en - 


abled them to threaten the town itſelf—Let them ſuppoſe all 


this performed in the face of an enemy; the garriſon em- 


barked; as many of the inhabitants as choſe, to the amount 


of many thouſands, taken on board the ſhips; and all without 
the loſs of a ſingle man, which could hardiy have been hoped 
in a peaccable embarkation of the ſame extent, on the river 


Thames. Let them then add the deſtruction of the enemy's 


ſhips to ſuch a degree, as to form the greateſt blow given to the 
French navy at any period and then would any man fay, that. 
the officers who, conducted thoſe operations, bad not diſplayed 
courage and conduct. highly creditable to the Britiſh _ 
and. 


* 
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and that they were not entitled to every honourable mark of 
commendation. and applauſe? 3 5 
Sir James Murray roſe to ſet Captain Berkeley right in a 
particular in which he appeared to be miftaken, Sir James 
faid, the Honourable Gentleman was miſinformed with reſpect 
to the arrival of the ordnance for the fiege of Dunkirk. Tt 
ought to have arrived between the 20th and 22d of Auguſt, 
an fit did not arrive till the 26th or 27th. The loſs ſuſtained by 
the fire of the French gun-boats was not ſuch as had been 
reported, and had no material effect in raiſing the fiege, The 
enemy, notwithſtanding the ſupport they might expect from 
their gun- boats, were driven back into the town as often as 
they attempted a ſally. The ſole cauſe of raiſing the ſiege 
was the defeat of the covering army by a ſuperior force, an 
accident that had more than once happened to an army more 
numerous, and to the beſt-diſciplined troops in Europe. The 
retreat was made in the beſt order, although in the night, and 
nothing was left behind that it was poſſible to bring away. 
The refolution to retreat was taken, and the orders given, in 
the moſt cool and deliberate manner, by the Duke of Vork; 
a diſpoſitions made after it, the French were repulſed 
at Ypres, Menin was retaken, and Weſt Flanders ſaved. 
| — that the great theatre of war was at Maubeuge and 
Queſnoy, for on that part of the frontier it was that a ſtrong 
and effectual impreſſion muſt be made. V 
Ar. Fox ſaid, that although a future diſcuſſion was pro- 
miſed, ſome ſentiments had been delivered, on which he muſt 
remark, while they were freſh in the memory of the Houſe. He 
agreed perfectly with the Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Huſſey} 
who had opened the diſcuſſion, on the propriety of the time 
he had choſen for making his obſervatians, as well as on the 
propriety of the obſervations he had made. Accordirig to the 
beſt practice of the beſt times, it was in point and in order to 
confider the ability of Miniſters to direct to the moſt bene- 
ficial effect that force to pay for which they were about to 
vote the money of their conſtituents. He was glad to find 
Gentlemen on the other ſide of the Houſe ſo much pleaſed 
as they profeſſed to be with the ſucceſſes of the campaign, If 
it were poſſible to talk with levity of the ſituation of Europe, 
which he conſidered as highly diſaſtrous, or more alarming than 
diſaſtrous, he ſhould congratulate the Houſe on the ifſue of a 
campaign with which all parties engaged in it were pleaſed. 
We extolled the ſucceſs of our armies; ſo did the French that 
of theirs, We applanded the evacuation of Toulon as a 
molt fortunate event; the : rench celebrated the ſame event 
N ER ee 


2:4 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS» , [Common 


by public feſtivals—So that Miniſters and they might meet 
and join in one common jubilee, Unfortunately for him, how- 
ever, he could not participate in theſe rejoicings, whilſt he ſaw 
Europe brought into a ſituation melancholy and afflicting to 
every man who poſſeſſed the leaſt ſpark of juſtice or hu- 
manity. . | 1 

From the time at which Parliament was prorogued, when 
the advantages we had obtained were ſet forth in terms as 
vaunting as they could weil bear, we had ſeen little ſucceſs and 


much defeat. When he knew that all the latter part of the 
campaign had been uniformly unſucceſsful ; when the ſuc- 


ceſſes of the early part, inſtead of conducting, as might have 
been expected, to new ſucceſſes, had only led to diſaſter and 
diſgrace; he augured but ill of the future, as every rational 
man muſt augur. He could neither agree with the Honourable 
Gentleman (Mr. Jenkinſon), nor with the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, who had corrected him on the ſubje& of reſponſi- 
bility. Inſtead of reſting wholly with Generals, or jointly on 
Generals and Miniſters, it lay wholly with Miniſters in the 
Hirſt inſtance, There was, or ought to be, a military man in 
the cabinet, and he ſuppoſed the Commander in Chief held that 


ſituation now, on whoſe information and advice, Miniſters 


were to deeide both on the propriety of undertaking expe- 
ditions, and the force requiſite for ſuch expeditions. They 
might have much information reſpecting which the officer ap- 
pointed to command in any expedition might be ignorant; con- 
ſequently they, and not he, were to judge of the force neceſ- 
ſary; and his acceptance of a command with an inadequate 
force, was no juſtification for them, If he knew in that Houſe, 
that an officer had miſconducted the force entruſted to him 
(and he hoped no man would be ſo uncandid as to ſuppoſe what 


he ſaid to have any particular application), he would charge 


Miniſters with the blame in the firſt inſtance, becauſe it was 
their duty to .employ none but proper perſons, When they 
were put upon their defence, they might ſhew reaſons for the 
engice they had made, and in proportion to the validity of theſe 
reaiors, would they be exculpated, He did not pretend to 
know whether the Commander in Chief of the combined 
army, and tne iiluiſtiivus Prince who commanded the troops 
ſent againſt Dunkirk, approved or diſapproved of the expe- 
dition; but this he knew, that if, on the general inquiry into 
the buſineſs, it {hould appear that it was undertaken contrary 
to the judgment of ſuch profeional men, the circumſtance 
would form a firong aggravation of the charge againſt Mis 


bi-ters. 3 
| The 
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The Chancellor of the Exchequer had ſaid, that the defence 
of Toulon was not to ſuperiede the expedition to the Weſt 
Indies. In one point of view, the defence of "Toulon was 
paramount to the capture of all the Weſt India iſlands, for it 
was to preſerve the faith of the nation folemnly pledged to the 
inhabitants, who had put themſelves under our protection. 
We entered Toulon by treaty, not by conqueſt, as the ally of 
Louis XVII. in conjunction with the King of Spain, to whom 
the place was as much ſurrendered as to us; and on the expreſs 
condition of reſtoring to the inhabitants who admitted us, what 
they called their e eee of 1780; although he heard that the 
part of the treaty to which he alluded had been broken by our 
ſubſequent proclamations. We got poſſeſſion of the ſhips and 
ſtores in truſt for our ally Louis XVII. and after that, to boaſt of 
deſtroying them as the thips of an enemy, was a perverſion of 
terms. He admitted, that when they could not be defended, we had 
a right to deſtroy them, or, what was ſtill better, to bring them 
away, in order to prevent their falling into the hands of thoſe 
who were the enemies of Louis XVII. But this was to be 
lamented as a- misfortune, more eſpecially if any conſiderable 
part of them did fall into the hands of his enemies, not vaunted 
as an inſtance of extraordinary ſucceſs, Let Miniſters hold 
to Louis XVII. or his repreſentative, if he had any ; let them 
hold to French Royaliſts the language they held to the Houſe, 
of preſerring an expedition to the Weſt Indies to the defence of 
Toulon: Let them ſay, We have got poſſeſſion of a port 
and a fleet in truſt for you; but we muſt take your Weſt 
India iſlands for ourſelves ; we cannot attempt the one without 
endangering the other; and we prefer taking what we mean to 
keep at all events, to defending what we muſt reſtore to you, 
when reinſtated on the throne of your anceſtors; and ſee with 
what cordiality and gratitude it would be received. If ſeating 
Louis XVII. on the throne of France was the object to which 
Miniſters looked as the means of peace, they ought to have 
ſent the whole force at their diſpoſal to Toulon, if neceſſary, 
in preference to every other expedition, on motives of com- 
mon policy, much more on the ſtrongeſt of all motives, that of 
good ien 1 . 

He had often heard, as he had heard that day, that all the in- 
habitants of Toulon, who choſe it, were taken away by the 
Britiſh fleet. Was it not true, however, and notorious, that 
hundreds, nay thouſands, of the unfortunate remainder, had 
glutted the vengeance of thoſe whom they had made their im- 
placable enemies by the confidence they repoſed in us? If 

it ſhould be ſaid, that theſe victims preferred ſtaying to be 
5 ne | | brought 


| | 
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brought away, that would contribute little to reconciling them 
to our conduct; for what muſt our treatment of thoſe men 
Have been, what opinion muſt they have formed of us, who 
preferred the fury of avowed enemies to our protection? | 

It was inſinuated that Toulon had been taken by blockade, 
by famine, by ſkilful exertions in oppoſition to a ſuperior fleet. 
He had always underſtood that the officers of that fleet were 
willing to treat with us, not on account of famine, but their 
deteſtation of the French Convention. That fleet, ſaid to be 


ſuperior to ours, Admiral Truguet, who commanded it, had 


long before reprefented as in a condition unfit to act; and 
Admiral Trogoff, who commanded at the time of its ſur- 
render, had at this time a command with us, he fuppoſed in 
the ſervice of Louis XVII. His Honourable Friend, who had 


entered into a general diſcuſſion of the war (Major Maitland) 


in ſuch 2 manner as induced all his opponents to poſtpone an- 
ſwering him till a future day, had been ſaid to derogate from 
the merit of the troops employed at Toulon. Nothing but miſ- 
repreſentation too groſs almoſt for belief, could extort from 
expreſſions which his Honourable Friend applied excluſively 
to the conduct of Miniſters, the idea that the troops had not 
done their duty in the moſt meritorious manner. It was 
next ſaid, that while Lyons was able to hold out, when 
Marſeilles was ready to revolt, when the whole South of 
France was deſirous of throwing off the yoke of the Conven- 
tion, no danger was to be apprehended at Toulon; and that 
3f Lyons had held out, Toulon would not have been taken. 
Juſt ſuch were the hopes held out in the American war. In 
one place the people had riſen againſt the Congreſs, and in 
another they were ready to declare for us, whenever a ſufficient 
Force to protect them ſhould appear; in ſome places they 
behaved better, in others worſe ; but in none did they enable 
us to ſucceed. In the South of France, when 'Toulon was in 


our hands, Lyons in open revolt, and all Marſeilles diſcon- | 


tented, in none of the adjacent provinces did we find the people 
riſing in our favour, If they did not riſe then, what proſpect had 


we that they would on any future occaſion? In the opinion of all 


men acquainted with the extent of the poſts to be defended, 
15,000 men was a very inadequate garriſon for Toulon, more 
eſpecially when that number was compoſed of different na- 
tions and under an undefined command, Although valour was 


the growth of every clime, it was well known that troops 


of different countries acting together were never ſo efficient 
as an equal number of troops of the ſame ſtate; and fo 


undefined was the command,. that General Dundas did not 


know, 
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| know, after the capture of General O' Hara, whether he or 
the Spaniſh General was Commander in Chief, If ſucceſs: 
was, primd facie, ſome proof of merit, want of ſuceeſs muſt, 
by parity of reaſoning, be a preſumption of demerit, and while 
miniſters claimed for themſelves the advantage of the one, 
they muſt take, the conſequences of the other. Surely the 
Houſe might inquire about the conduct of a miniſter who ſaid 
it was fit to aſſiſt the Royaliſts, yet neglected all the ſummer - | 
to afiſt them, then put a force under the command of the 
Earl of Moita, to form which he crippled another expedition, 
and found, when he had done fo, that it was too late to aſſiſt 
the Royalifts The miniſter ſaid, he could not plan the expe- 
dition under the command of the Earl of Moira fooner, but 
that it was fit to be done at the time he did it. Mr. Fox 
laid it was unfit to be done, for it had produced no one good 
effect, but, on the contrary, two obvious bad effects: It had 
weakened the expedition to the Welt Indies, and it had pre- 
vented ſuch a force being ſent to Toulon as might have de- 
fended the place. He wiſhed theſe were all its bad effects; 
but what leſſon did it teach the French? When coupled with 
the evacuation of Toulon, it taught every Frenchman to diſ- 
truſt the offered protection of the Allies, who were ſhewn ta 
be neither able to aid nor defend; and whatever might be his TO 
wiſhes, impreſſed deeply on his mind the neceſſity of ſubmiſ- | 1M 
fon to that tyrannical government, from whoſe vengeance the H 
Allies could not ſkreen him. The motives for collecting the 
force under the command of the Earl of Moira, and the mo- 
tives for keeping it unemployed, he contended were both fit 
objects for inquiry. To this the only anſwer was, the com- 
mon cant of every miniſter—the danger of inquiry in the 
time of war. His reply was, that in every country the con- 
ſtitution of which admitted enquiry inte the conduct of mi- 
niſters (and it was the pride of our conſtitution - to be 
moit favourable to it), the adminiſtration of public af- 
fairs had been improved in proportion as the right of in- 
quiry had been exerciſed. Did the inquiries promoted in 
the Houſe of Commons during the American war, do harm? 
Was it not true that they did nuch good; and towards the 
concluſion of it, miniſters: being rendered more attentive to 
their duty, the moſt glorious ſucceſſes of the whole war were NY 
atchieved'? * If peace,” ſaid Mr. Fox, © be the ebject which 6 
miniſters. have in view, and if they conſider the deſtruction of _ 
the preſent ruling power in France as an eſſential preliminary 
to peace, although. that is far from being my opinion, the 
importance of every operation is in their minds to be re 
. | | ure 
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fured by the degree in which it may conduce to this great end. 
It this, as they ſeem now to admit, cannot be accompliſhed 
without the aid of the French themſelves ; one province, one 
diſtrict, gained by the good will of Frenchmen, and capable 
of being maintained, will conduce more towards it, than 
tweaty towns, and ten times as much territory conquered by 
the arms of the allies. (Mr. Fox ſaid) “ Whether or not this 
was poſſible in La Vendee, | do not know; but miniſters thought 
fo, and on their own principles, aſſiſting the Royaliſts ought to 
have been with them the moſt important of all operations. They 
have let flip one opportunity, I fear never to have another, 


One expreſſion have heard, fo alarming, that I cannot ſuffer | 


it to paſs unnoticed. The Right Honourable Gentleman tells 
us, that we are not at war with a people of ordinary exertions 
and reſources, but with an armed nation. Is this fo If it be, 
he ſays, it would be an argument for deſpair. If we are waging 
an offenſive war, a war of conquelt, I ſay too that is an argu- 
ment for deſpair—God forbid it ſhould be otherwiſe, The 
cauſe of liberty, of juſtice, of humanity, requires that it ſhould 
be fo. If ſuch a combination as is now leagued againſt France 
were attacking th: independence, the conſtitution, the civil 
liberties of Engliihmen, would the navy we have voted, or the 
army we are going to vote, be thought ſufficient? Would 
60,000 of her ſons be all that would take up arms in defence of 
Britain Nowe ſhould arm as one man, we ſhould have but 
one ſentiment, to conquer or to die; and on this principle I re- 
joice that an armed nation is invincible. The ſame reaſon that 
makes an armed nation invincible in defence, renders it in at- 
tack quite the contrary. The deſire of conqueſt can animate 
but a few, and they will be oppoſed by the ſame principle of re- 
ſiſtance in their attempts to conquer other countries which en- 
abled them to defend their own, The French, therefore, will 


not ſucceed in their attempts at conqueſt if they have not 


abandoned them, and we might make peace with them in full 
as much ſecurity, that it would be permanent, as we ever had at 
any former period. If in former times we had. ſaid, that we 
would make no peace with France without a change of that 
government, which we knew to be hoſtile to our own, We 
ſhould have been at war for more than a century. What are 


the dangers we have now to dread from France more than thoſe 


we have aQually experienced and repelled? An Honourable 
Friend of mine has ſaid, that when a danger riſes to a certain 
magnitude, all beyond that becomes of no account, becauſe we 
already ſce what we dread more than loſs of life. Now, what 
was the danger from which we were delivercd in the days pa 
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the Pretender? A powerful foreign deſpot attempted to ſeat on 
the throne a Prince, whoſe right we had abjured ; to overturn 

our conſtitution, and eſtabliſh 

ſubvert the Proteſtant, and introduce the Roman Catholic reli- 
gion; in one word, to raviih from us all we held moſt dear, 

and force upon us all we moſt abhorred. Vet we never 
went into the extreme of ſaying, We will make no peace 


with the government that has attempted this; we can have no 
ſecurity while a ruling power exiſts, whoſe principles are ſo 


hoſtile to ours.” Sorry am I to find ſuch ſentiments enter- 
tained now; for if France be an armed nation, we may acce- 
lerate the calamities we dread, but we ſhall not conquer 
France. I ſhall perhaps be told, that, if France has become 
an armed nation, it may be neceſſary for us to do the ſame, 
We ſhall not become an armed nation in order to carry on an 
offenſive war. If unfortunately we ſhould ever be driven to 
fight on the ſame terms as the French have been, we too ſhall 
become an armed nation, and like them be invincible.” _ 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer roſe to explain that expreſſion 
which he had let fall in his former ſpeech, ſtating France to be an 


armed nation, which he conſidered the Right Honourable Gen- 


tleman who ſpoke laſt to have miſunderſtood. He meant only 
to ſay, that from the preſent horrid ſyſtem of force and com- 
pulſion uſed in that country to collect an army, they had a 
larger .maſs of armed men than they could have had by any 
other means; and that to this maſs of numbers they owed every 
thing like ſucceſs which they had obtained. When he men- 
tioned them as an armed nation, he by no means meant to go 
along with the Honourable Gentleman, and ſay, that the whole 
nation was either armed or united ; on the contrary, he was of 


an opinion directly the reverſe. He thought, with his Noble 


Friend who ſtated it on the firſt day of the ſeſſion, that much the 
greater part of the people of France were ſo far from being 
united to defend the preſent ſyſtem of tyranny which prevails 
there, that a majority of them were as much averſe to that 
ſyſtem as it was poſſible to be; and from this conviction he in- 
ferred that the compariſon between the itrength of France as 
an united armed nation, which the Honourable Gentleman re- 
joiced to think they were, and the probable cs of ſuch united 
torce and ſentiment in England if it was attacked, could in no 
degree hold; for to make good that compariſon, it muſt be made 
out, that unleſs the people of France like and admire every 
Jpecies of enormity, horror, and guilt, and are-united in that 
{yitem, England, it all Europe was leagued againſt her, would 
not be ſenſible of the many bleſſings that ſhe enjoys, or ready 
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to defend them. The war had been called by ſome offenſive; 


in ſome degree he would allow that it was offenſive againſt the 
tyrants of France, but not againſt the majority of the people 
of France, He contended, that the only means of keeping 
their armed force together are, in the firſt place, irreſiſtible 
compulſion, and in the next, that ſyſtem of' plunder and de. 


vaſtation which they had acted upon throughout. Having 


ſaid this much in explanation, he thought it neceſſary only to add 
and repeat it, as his deliberate opinion, that in the moſt exag- 
gerated ſtate that ever had been given of the power and ambi. 
tion of Louis XIV. Europe never was threatened with ſo much 
danger as muſt neceſſarily reſult from giving the leaſt en- 
couragement to the preſent tyrannical, horrid, and ruinous 
ſyſtem of that diſtracted country. aide 


. 


Ar. Fox roſe to explain; he underſtood the Right Honour- 


able Gentleman to ſay, that France, as an armed nation, had 
collected ſuch ſtrength, that a very great force muſt be neceſ- 
ſary to act againſt her in that ſituation, He contended, that 
when once a nation, inſtead of regular armies, however large, 
became an armed nation, it muſt be united, becauſe the only 
power of reſiſtance to a reprobated ſyſtem of government was in 
the hands of thoſe very men, who, taking uparms in its defence 
againſt the attacks of foreign enemies, made it an armed nation, 
The Right Honourable Gentleman had ſtated unfairly, that he 
(Mr. Fox) had rejoiced that France was united; what he faid was, 
that if France as an armed nation was united, he rejoiced that 
It was invincible, becauſe if ever Ensland ſhould be attacked 
in a ſimilar way, it was by ſuch an union and armed force only 
that ſhe could be invincible ; but to anſwer his own purpoſe, the 
Right Honourable Gentleman had, as uſual, ſlipped in a word 
or two for him, as having been ſpoken in a ſenſe in which he 
never had uttered them. He concluded with ſome obſervations 
reſpecting the difference between the French as an armed nation 
at this time, and at the time they invaded Flanders laſt year. 
Sir Milliam Young ſpoke ſhortly relative to the proceedings 

of the campaign in the Weſt Indies, and defended the conduct 
of Adminiſtration in that quarter, and in the different expedi- 
tions made to thoſe iſlands, He ſtated, that letters of ſa late a 
date as the T6th of December brought accounts that health 
was reſtored in the different iſlands, and that when Sir Charles 
Grey and Sir John Jarvis arrived, they would find every thing 
in the moſt favourable condition for their reception; and under 
ſuch commanders, with ſuch troops as they had, there was 
little doubt to be entertained of ſucceſs from that expedition. 


Mr. Baftard called the attention of that department of 


government, to which it might particularly belong, to ſome in- 
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ſormation which he had received relative to the bad accommo- 
dation for the ſick and wounded ſoldiers in the hoſpital at Deal, 
from the circumſtance of its being likewiſe made a priſon for 
the feception of French priſoners, furty-eight of whom were 
there confined, who by their riotous conduct in celebrating 
their civic feaſt and national ceremonies, rendered it almoſt im- 
poſſible: that thoſe unfortunate people could ever get well, if 
ſome more particular attention was not paid to them. He 
thought it his duty to ſtate this, as they were about to vote, 
and had before voted, conſiderable ſums for the accommodation 
of French priſoners, 

Mr. Secretary Dundas declared, that hitherto Government had 
naver come to the knowledge of any ſuch facts, and he put 
it to the Honourable. Gentleman, whether, if he had been poſ- 
ſeſſed of that information for any length of time, he did not 
take ſome degree of blame to himſelf for concealing it even 
for a moment ? The more regular and proper way would have 
been, for the Honourable Gentleman to have made the commu- 
nication privately ; but in whatever ſhape it came, he would 
2 care that proper ſteps were immediately taken on the 
ubjecte. | | 

2 Baſtard ſaid a few words in explanation. | 
| Mr. Fax ſaid, that ſince the debate on Friday on the ſubject 
of the convoys, he had made it his buſineſs to inquire particu- 
larly where the beſt information could be had, and he found 
that in every one aſſertion he had made that night he was per- 
fectly correct and well founded. He therefore gave notice, 
that on the firſt open day next week he would make a motion 

on that ſubject. | 05S 

Major Maitland ſaid, an Honourable Friend of his, who was 

abſent from indiſpeſition (Mr. Sheridan), had directed him to 
fay, that having found from proper inquiry that all he ſtated on 
Friday night about the ſtate of Halifax and the Quebec fleet 
was true; he would take the opportunity of bringing forward 
ſomething on thoſe points, on the ſame day that the Major ſaid, 
his worthy friend made the motion. | 
Alderman Anderſan roſe to give an anſwer to the preciſe 
queſtion fo repeatedly put to him the other night, and to which 
the anſwer of Yes or No was demanded. He had inquired at 
Lloyd's and the Exchange, the. only proper places to find out; 
whether the ſixteen or ſeventeen ſhips of the Baltic fleet, ſaid 
to be captured, were captured or not. He found that no. ſuch 
thing was known at either of thoſe places, and the only cape 
ture that was made was of one ſhip, which had parted from 
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AM. Fer ſaid, he was aſtoniſhed to hear what had fallen 
from the Honourable Gentleman: The convoy he alluded to was 
the Thames frigate, and the only authority he would offer to 
prove the capture of thoſe ſhips, was that on which the Ho- 
nourable Gentleman feemed to rely for their ſafety, becauſe the 
circumſtance was perſectly notorious both at Lloyd's and the 
Royal Fxchange. CIT HOLY, AR 

The ſeveral rcſolutions were then agreed to, and ordered to 
be reported to-morrow. | e 

Adjourned at nine o'clock, 


TuresDay, February 4. 


The Marine Mutiny Bill was read a firſt time. 

The report from the Committee of Supply was brought up 
and read. On the reſolutions for the pay of the army, 

Mr. Fox defired to know, under what head the Staff of the 
troops at Toulon and in the Weſt Indies was included? Being 
informed by the Secretary at War, that the Staff of the Weſt 
Indies was included under the general head of Plantations, and 


that the Staff at 'Foulon was not included under any head, but 


would make part of the army extraordinaries for next year; he 
wiſhed to know why the general charge for Staff Officers, ſince 
it included neither of thoie articles, ſo far exceeded the charge 
in any former war. | 988 

The Secretary at War ſaid, the Staff was not to be regulated 
by precedent, but by the number of troops employed, and the 
nature of the ſervice. hk | n 

Major Maitland admitted that the amount of the expence of 
the Staff could not be preciſely governed by precedent, but the 
troops now employed were not more numerous than thoſe that 
had been employed in former wars. What reaſon could then 
be given for the charge of Staff at preſent amounting to 97,0001. 
and upwards, without including the Staff for Plantations and 
Toulon, when it had in the war before laſt been only 
62,0001. ? | | 5 

Mr. Steele ſaid, he was convinced, that the Commander in 
Chief appointed no greater number of Staff Officers than 


was abſolutely neceſſary. With regard to the calculation, the 


Honourable Gentleman had been a little miſtaken); for in part of 
the American war, the expence of the Staff amounted to up- 


wards of 72,000}. excluſive of the Plantation and other 


Staffs, The ſum of 97,000. now voted included che Staff of 
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the troops in Flanders, and of the troops under the command 


of the Earl of Moira. 
Major Maitland, the Secretary at War, and Mr. Steele ex- 
plained. | | | 


Mr. Martin wiſhed to take that opportunity of ſaying a A 


words on what had paſſed in the Committee laſt night on the 
fame ſubject, The Chancellor of the Exchequer had faid, 
that France was an armed nation, an expreſſion with which he 
was much ftruck, and which the Right Honourable Gentle= 
man, with all his ability and all his command of language, could 
not afterwards explain away. He was glad the Right Ho- 
nourable Gentleman had uſed the expreſſion; for it would tend 
much to open the eyes of the country, as to what were the real 
principles of the war in which we were engaged. He fully 
agreed with his Honourable Friend (Mr. Huſley) on the pro= 
priety of directing our efforts to a naval, inſtead of a military 
war. He was of this opinion, both on motives of policy and 
humanity. Continental connexions were by no means of that 
importance to Great Britain, that ſome Gentlzmen ſeemed to 
imagine, A naval war was more congenial to our inſular 
ſituation, and it was far leſs calamitous to mankind—by it no 
villages were deftroyed, nor the induſtrious peaſants of any 
country plundered and reduced to miſery, The Right Ho- 
nourable Gentleman, inftead of explaining what he meant by 
ſaying that we were at war with an armed nation, had entered 


into a brilliant declamation on the beaten topic of French 
Atheiſm, No man held Atheiſm, or irreligious principles, in 
more abhorrence than he did; but he held atheiſtical hypo- 


crites in equal abhorrence: And he was ſorry to ſay, that there 
were many men in this country, who, without any religion in 
theory, or in practice, made religion a ſtalking-horſe, for pur- 
poſes of ſtate. He was averſe from engaging in foreign wars: 
and much as he had heard in ſupport of the contrary ſyſtem, he 
thought this country could do without foreign connexions. 
When we ſhould be fo happy as to obtain peace, he hoped the 
policy of detaching ourſelves from continental connexions 
would be well conſidered. While the abuſe of public money 
was the ſubject of debate, it was in order to notice what he be- 
lieved to be true, that the newſpapers in the intereſts of the 
Treaſury were paid with public money. A greater abuſe could 
not well be practiſed, for it was their daily buſineſs to miſtepre- 
ſent facts and characters, and calumniate every man who op- 
poſed miniſters by ſuggeſting that he was deſtitute of religion 
and honeſty, and an enemy to the conſtitution and govern- 
ment of his country. Theſe were times, it had been ſaid, 
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when it was neceſſary for every public man to ſpeak out. 
Miſrepreſentation made it ſo, and he was ready to do it. 

limited monarchy and an independent Houſe of Commons 
were what he wiſhed for, becauſe he conſidered them to be the 
true principles of the conſtitution, If any invaſion of the 
conſtitution had taken place, it had come from thoſe who 
ought to have defended the conſtitution. Not to mention 
other things, the erection of barracks all oyer the country was 


2 meaſure, which, four years ago, no miniſter, he believed, 


would have ventured to defend. 

The reſolution was read and agreed to. 

On another article of the eſtimates, 1 ni 

Aajor Maitland obſerved, that great credit was aſſumed by 
miniſters on the expedition with which they made new levies, 
The fact was true; but the public ought to know the manner 
in which they raiſed men. Government allowed 5l. bounty 
for each man, and out of a fund raiſed by the ſale of com- 
miſſions, 101. more was paid, making 15l. bounty for every 
man. Thus they added to the liſt, a number of ſupernumerary 
officers, and were in fact borrowing, money for the public b 
annuities of the moſt diſadvantageous kind. A ſecond. Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel and a ſecond Major to each regiment were 
Clearly added for no reaſon but the money paid for. their rank. 
It was, in his opinion, unconſtitutional to raiſe money, even in 


this way, without the conſent of Parliament. But it was cer- 


tainly fair, that if more men than, uſual were raiſed, the pub- 
M ſhould know that more money than uſual was paid for 


each. | 


The Secretary. at War ſaid, the men already. levied, Mt 


not raiſed by the regulation alluded to, which was too recent 
to have yet produced much effect: 11,000 men had been. raiſed 
by Independent Companies, and if the other mode ſhould ſuc - 
ceed as well, it would add ſuch a number of men to each 
regiment as would make a ſecond Lieutenant-Colonel and a 
ſecond Major neceſſary. 3 
Major Maitland explained his former arguments, and con- 
tended, that the mode of ſelling rank for the purpoſe of levying 
men was unprecedented, and raiſing money by annuities in the 
very worſt way. | 5 


9 f ; 
Ar. Steele ſaid, it was a wiſe: mode, generally approved of 
in the army, and very economical; and perhaps the Honourable 
Gentleman might have availed himſelf of it to get a ſtep for- 
ward in his profeſſion. 


2 


a Member of Parliament, he did not expect to be anſwered by 
| my Ss a pel- 


Major Maitland ſaid, when he animaduerted on a meaſure as 


raiſe 1 
feneib 
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- perſonal alluſion to himſelf. He had, it was true, availed 
himſe}f of the mode in queſtion, to get forward a ftep in his 
profeſſion, becauſe he knew that, without availing himſelf of 
this or ſome ſuch 1 his military ſituation muſt re- 
main the ſame as long as Gentlemen on the other fide of the 1 
Houſe continued to fit where they now were. LEA | 

Colonel Macleod aſked; whether or not the officers of the 0 
regiments in India were to have the ſame opportunity of getting 
rank by purchaſe, as the officers of other regiments. 

The Secretary at Mar at firſt gave no anſwer ; but on the 
queſtion being repeated, ſaid, he did not know. 5 85 
On the article for the pay of the Fencibles, e 
' Colonel Macleod ſaid, the Right Honourable Secretary for the 
home department had promiſed a militia for Scotland, early in 
the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament. He had brought in a bill for that” 
purpoſe in June, and moved that it might be printed, in order 
to be ſent to Scotland for the conſideration of the ſeveral coun 
ties. He had not obtained nor met with a ſingle copy of the bill 
in queſtion, in Scotland, and therefore he ſuppoſed it was drop- 
ped entirely. If it had been printed, he was an unfortunate 
Scotchman however not to have ſeen it. He ſuppoſed that not 
only Scotland was to have no militia, but the fencibles were ta 
be weakened; for he underſtood that Gentlemen who were ta 
raiſe new regiments, were allowed to take men out of the 
fcencibles. 72 | i 6 | 

Mr, Secretary Dundas ſaid, if the flonourable Gentleman had 
been ſo unfortunate as not to have ſeen the bill, he was the 
cauſe. of his own misfortune, as he might have carried it 
with. him to Scotland; the bill having been printed not ex- 
preſsly for the purpoſe of being ſent into Scotland, but for 

the uſe of the Members of the Houſe. He added, that he 
had never heard that men for the new regiments were to he 
taken from the fenciblzs. | ; 

The report from the Committee of Ways and Means was 
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brouzht'up, and agreed to. 


THR CATHOLICS, 55 
The Solicitor General reminded the Houfe, that when he 
brought in a bill ſome ſefſrons ſince, for the relief of 
the Catholics, it had been doubted whether or not they 
mould be exempted from the double aſſeſſment to the 
land-tax, The ſum raiſed by this double aſſeſſment was 
inconſiderable as an object of revenue, and be thought 
the Houſe would be happy to aboliſh ſo odious a diſtine- 
tion. He therefore propoſed, that in the land-tax "bill, the 
Clauſes ſubjecting Roman Catholics and others who refuſed 
; to 
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to take certain oaths to double aſſeſſment, ſhould be left out. 
This was unanimouſly aſſented to. One 

The Attorney General brought in the bill to prevent property 
in this country belonging to perſons reſident in France from 
being applied to the uſe of thoſe who exerciſe government in 
France; which was read the firſt time, ordered to be printed 


21d read a ſecond time on Thurſday next. | 
MOTION FOR AMENDMENT o 
Mr. Adam ſaid, he roſe to perfor 


the duty which he had 


undertaken towards the cloſe of the lat ſeſſion of Parliament 


relative to the criminal Jaw of Scotland, and the practice of the 
Court of Juſticiary, The Houſe would recollect the notice 
he had then given and renewed with ſome alteration in the preſent 
ſeſſion, Whatever opinion might be formed of the propoſition 
he meant to ſubmit to the Houſe, he hoped for indulgence and a 
candid conſtruction of bis motives. And if there were no 
other reaſon for it, he truſted, he might claim it, becauſe it was 


nineteen years ſince he had the Honour of fitting in Parliament; 


and although during that period he had often troubled the 
Houſe on the different ſubjects under diſcuſſion, that was the 
firſt time of his bringing forward any propoſition of his own, 
and he promiſed to take up as little of their time as poſſible. 
He ſaid, he had given the ſubject he was about to ſubmit to the 
judgment of the Houſe the moſt deliberate conſideration; and 
perhaps the beſt mode of explaining it to the Houſe, would 
be to detail the hiſtory of it as it ſtood and had paſſed 
in his own mind. He had occaſion to beſtow much re- 
ficftion on the Articles of Union, and the hiſtory of the 
period at which they were concluded, He had been led 
to the ſubject of his intended motion by the diſcuſſion that had 
taken place on the Treaſonable Correſpondence bill, and by 
a recent deciſion in the Houſe of Lords. Here he begged 
to be underſtood as not out of order, in alluding to what paſſed 
in the Houſe of Lords, as he was ſpeaking of them in their 
Judicial, not their legiſlative capacity. He had been profeſſion- 
ally employed in that Houſe on a queſtion that came before it, 


whether or not an appeal lay from the judgments of the Court 


of Juſticiary and Circuit Courts of Scotland, on matter of law 
only, not matter of fact. An appeal was made laſt ſeſſion from 
the judgment of the Court of juſticiary in a criminal caſe, 
that of Roberiſon and Berry. Some Lords thought in the firſt 
in{tance, that the queſtion was already decided and at reſt ; 
while others were of opinion, that as this was a caſe of mil- 


_ demeanour, 2 term he uſed tor the fake of perſpicuity, although 
— | . 5555 
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not the term of the Scots law, it was not concluded by the 
former deciſions which were no capital caſes, and therefore that 
argument ſhould be heard upon it. It was argued accordingly 
before a Committee, -and the preſent Lord Chancellor, Lord 
Thurlow, and Lord Kenyon, delivered their opinions ſerialim 
that no appeal lay. Lord Thurlow ſaid, that although this was 
fri law, as the law now ſtood, he regretted that it was ſo, 


42d that, in his opinion, a parliamentary regulation was neceſ- 


ſary. On theſe grounds, he had thought it his duty to bring it 
forward for the conſideration of the Houle. 

He was next to conſider, whether there was any juſt founda- 
tion on which to proceed. He was ſupported by the 18th. 
Article of Union, which ſaid, that the law of Scotland reſpect- 


ing property ſhould not be altered, unleſs on ſome very urgent 


occaſion, but that the public law or laws of police, that is, the 
law in criminal cafes, might be altered. Soon after the Union, 
the laws-of Scotland affectig caſes of treaſon were aſſimilated 
with thoſe of England; the mode of trial, the redreſs after 
trial, the whole treaſon: law of England, from the ſtatute of 
Edward the IId, were incorporated in the Scots criminal code. 
Ten other acts of Parliament had paſſed fince the Union, 
amending the Scots criminal law, particularly the act for 
aboliſhing hereditary juriſdictions, Theſe precedents were 
iuficient to ſhew, that he had a good foundation to proceed 
upon, if he could make out the policy of the meaſure. 

_ With regard to the mode of proceeding, he ſhould endea- 
vour to make it the ſame as by writ of error in England. In 
writ -of error there were three diſtinctions. In civil matters, 


it was granted of courſe. In caſes of miſdemeanour, applica- 


tion was made to the Attorney General, and he, conſidering of 
the grounds of the application, and deciding judicially upon 
them, granted the writ of error ex debito juſtitiæ, or refuſed 
ft, In capital caſes, it was to be obtained only by petition to 


the Crown. Mr, Adam faid, he withed to follow the ſame 
rules with reſpect to Scotland, and to give to the Lord Advo- 


cate the ſame judicial diſcretion which the Attorney General 
poſſeſſed in England. In order to remove and bring up the 
record, ſo as to bring the whole matter of law before the 


| Houſe of Lords, ſome regulations would be neceſſary in the 


proceedings of the Scots Courts, reſpecting the mode of giving 
in the verdict and making up the record; but this would be 


no unprecedented innovation, for it was once the practice in 


theſe Courts to enter the whole of the evidence on the record, 
« practice which was now laid aſide. 
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He diſapproved of the practice of the jury giving a written 
verdict ; he thought it much better for the furtherance of juſ- 
tice, that a verdict ex viva voce, as in England, ſhould be 
adopted in its room; for often much benefit aroſe from the 
verbal communication between the Judge and Jury. He 
propoſed that the indictment, the verdict, and ſentence, ſhould 
he removed by writ of Certiorari, or by writ under the Gres: 
Seal, to the Court which ſhould have the appellate juriſdictiol. 
With reſpect to the propriety of this amendment, Mr. Adam 
ſaid, he thought there could be little doubt. In civil caſes, 
although no proviſion was made for it in the Act of Union, an 
appeal from the Lor-!s of Seſſion in Scotland to the Lords of 
Parliament, was held to be the natwat- conſequence of the 
Scots Parliament no longer exiſting ; and this was now law, 


If it had been foreſeen that there could be no appeal in crimi- 


nal caſes, he was ſure that expreſs proviſion would have been 
made for it in the Act of Union, The reaſon of it was to be 
found in this grand and general principle, that the court in 
which a caſe originates ſhall not be the ultimate court to decide, 
This principle, which human wiſdom had ſet up as a guard 
againit human infirmity and human error, pervaded the whole 
of the Engliſh, and with this fingle exception which he wiſhed 
to remove, the whole of the Scots law. So general was it, 
that if by an act of Parliament new juriſdiction were given to 


any Court, the deciſion of that Court would not be final with- 


out expreſs words inſerted in the act to make it fo. In all ci- 
vil caſes, there was an appeal from the Courts of Scotland. 
In all criminal caſes there was an appeal by advocation from 
inferior Courts to the Court of Juſticiary. | | 

The only objection he could imagine was, that it would be 
bringing matter of law before a tribunal not acquainted with the 


Scots forms of proceeding. This would apply more forcibly 


to the appeal in civil caſes, for in criminal caſes the trial was 
by jury, and the proceeding much more ſimilar and analogous 
to thoſe in England. It could be conſidered as no reflection, 
on the Scots judges, for if it were, the proceeding from court 


to court in England would be, what no man ever conceived it 
to be, a conſtant reflection on the Engliſh Judges. It would 


lead to accuracy in receiving evidence and making up the re- 
cord, fo eſſential to the ends of juſtice z and it Id open to 
the Scots lawyers all the valuable repoſitories of Engliſh cri- 


minal law, and make them familiar with thoſe great lights of 


criminal juriſprudence, Hale, Hawkins, and Blackſtone, and that 
valuable repoſitory of criminal law, the State Trials, - What 


| he propoſed, Mr. Adam faid, was no novelty, for it ſtood upon 
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precedent; it was within the meaning of the 18th Article of 


Union; and it was founded on the principle he had already 
quoted, that the court in which a caſe originates ought not to 
be the ultimate court to decide, 1 | 

If he ſucceeded in this firſt propoſition, of which he had 
given notice in June, he ſhould afterwards move the other 
prepoſition, the nature of which he had explained a few days 
Fnce, | | | 
His motion was, That leave be given to bring in a bill © to 
grant an appeal to the Lords of Parliament from the judg- 
ments of the Courts of Juſticiary and Circuit in Scotland, 
in matters of law: - And that the forms of the Houſe might 
be ſtrictly complied with, he ſhould move to refer this to a 
committee of the whole Houſe. - 

Ar. Anftruther paid Mr. Adam ſome handſome compli- 
ments on the candour and the ability with which he had 
opened the ſubject. He ſaid, he had no doubt of the purity 
of bis honourable and learned Friend's motives, but felt himſelf 
under the neceſſity of oppoſing the meaſure he propoſed, even 
in the preſent ſtate of it. And the reaſon why he held it pro- 

er to reſiſt it, was, that it appeared to him to ſeek an alteration 
in the law of Scotland perfectly new in principle. It had 
been ſtated as a doubtful queſtion, whether in criminal caſes 
an appeal would lie, according to the conſtruction of the Ar- 
ticles of Union? He would maintain that no caſe whatever 
could be found in which an appeal in criminal caſes at any 
period would lie from the Court of Juſticiary to the Parlia- 
ment of Scotland before the Union, nor any ſince ts the Par- 
liament of England; nor any from the Parliament of Scot- 
land to the Parliament of England. The Honourable Gentle- 
man had ſtated one ground for his bill; doubts, expreſſed by 

Lord Thurlow, upon the propriety of ſuch a meaſure ; he 
ſuppoſed, if that noble and learned Lord had thought that ſuch 
a ſtep ſhould he adopted, he would himſelf have propoſed it; 
but whether he thought ſo or not, made little difference, for 
the point had been decidedly ſettled by an opinion given by 
Lord Mansfield, who, in 1781, had declared, that no appeal 
lay to this country, The motion, therefore, was not to recal 
the law of Scotland to its original purity, but to eſtabliſh a 
new line of practice, and to make an eſſential alteration in the 
Principle of the law, which was that of allowing no appeal 
whatever in criminal caſes, from the determination of the 
Courts of Scotland. He muſt alſo oppoſe it on another 
ground, that of expediency. He believed the attempt at 
making any alteration in the law of Scotland at this time, 
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would be very unpopular, for he had no doubt whatever, that 
the great maſs of the people of Scotland were perfectly ſatiſ- 
fied with the adminiſtration of juſtice in that country ſuch as 
it now was, and as it had long continued, It had been faid, 
that the principle; that no court ſhould poſſeſs the power to 


begin and finaliy cloſe a proceeding, was univerſal, This, 


he denied, and referred him to the High Court of Parliament, 
where Peers 2nd Commoners were tried from firſt to laſte. 
If ever there was a country perfectly happy under the admini- 
ſtration of its laws; Scotland, he ſaid, was that country; and if 
there were any individuals of another diſpoſition in Scotland, 
they were ſo few in number as not to be worth mentioning. 
Fe therefore wiſhed the Houſe to reflect on the danger of 
making any alteration in laws that gave general fatisfac- 
tion. Mr. Anſtruther entered into a diſcuſſion of the nature 
of writs of error, of the value of which they had heard ſo 
much, and maintained that in criminal caſes a writ of error 
was not a writ which the ſubject could claim as a right, 
but that it was a mere grant of favour from the Crown, as 
much ſo, and even more, if poſſible, than a pardon. This 
was the law of England with reſpect to a capital offence, 
In caſes of miſdemeanour a writ of error was not a matter of 
right to the ſubject; it was wholly at the diſcretion of the 
Attorney General, He objected on theſe accounts to the 
analogy which his learned Friend had drawn between the right 
of appeal and that of writs of error, or rather, if they were 
alike, it did not from the nature of writs of error follow, that 
appeels ſhould be had in criminal cafes which had never been 
allowed by the law of Scotland. He objected alſo to the 
practice of introducing the doctrines of either Hale, Hawkins, 


or Blackſtone, as expoſitions of the law of Scotland: This 


would produce endlefs confuſion in the courts of law in that 
country, and if he was bound to take either, he would prefer 2 
ſhort bill at once to declare, that the law of England ſtall 
be the law of Scotland. He was, under all theſe circum» 
ſtances, bound to oppoſe the motion, . 

Ar. Serjeant Adair ſaid; he had not expected that a propo- 
ſition of this kind would have been oppoſed as it had been by 
the learned Gentl:man who ſpoke lait, and leaſt of all, that 
it would be objected to on ſuch extraordinary grounds. He 
could not help applauding the candour, as well as the ability, 
with which the ſubject had been opened. The importance o 
it alſo demanded the attention of the Houſe, and he did not 
ſee how that attention could be fully given to it, if, the motion 
was rejected, for the whole of the merits of the queſts 
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would in that caſe be laid aſide; and he could not help ſaying, 
that his learned Friend had ſtated ample ground to call 
at leaſt for diſcuſſion, and nothing more was aſſed by the pre- 
ſent motion. The Serjeant ſaid, he differed widely from 
the learned Gentleman who had juſt preceded him in the debate, 
upon the idea that the Houſe ſhould not enter into any diſ- 
cuſſion of the alteration of the law of any part of this king- 
Jom, unleſs the people of that part had expreſſed a general 
wiſh for that purpoſe : He thought it, on the contrary, the duty 
of that Houſe to inquire into ſuch matters of themſelves; and 
great indeed might be the grieyances of the people before 
redreſs would be had by their application, for their application 
would not come until their ſufferings were almoſt beyond en- 
durance ; and he believed there were but few inſtances of 
laws being amended from the general application of the public 
to their repreſentatives ; It was the duty of Parliament, as the 
legiſlative body, to examine into, and correct the defect of the 
laws. He differed alſo from the learned Gentleman in his 
conſtruction of the nature of a writ of error. He had ſtated, - 
thata writ of error in a capital offence was matter of pure 
favour from the crown. That was not his idea of that writ. 
He took it to be a matter of juſtice to the ſubject to grant that 
writ on a fair ground being laid for the application. If the in- 
dictment be ſubſtantially defective, the ſubject will be entitled 
to a writ of error, as matter of right. It was true indeed 
the ſubject had no means to compel the granting of the writ, 
for the 8 was ſilent upon that ſubject; but it was a preroga- 
tive of his Majeſty to grant it, and like other high preroga- 
tives of the Crown, the conſtitution placed it in his Majeſty's 
hands, in the confidence that it would never be abuſed, and 
holding thoſe- reſponſible to the public, who ſhould adviſe his 
Majeſty to abuſe it. He differed too from the learned Gentle- 

man, as to the unpopularity of the meaſure, and the hardſhip of 

ſubjecting the people of Scotland to the law of England; he 

did not by any means think that the people of Scotland would 

hve much reaſon to be diſſatisfied with ſuch an alteration, or 

taat any Gentleman would be very unpopular who ſhould pro- 
poſe ſuch a meaſure. Indeed ſome recent rumours from that 
part of the country, rendered the information of the learned 

Gentleman doubtful, as to the great ſatisfaction felt by the 

people of Scotland, from the adminiſtration of juſtice that 

there obtained. The learned Gentleman had ſaid, he would 

preſer a ſhort bill at once to annihilate the whole Scottiſh law, 

and to declate that the law of England ſhould be the law of 

dcuiland, He differed” in opinion entirely upon. this point, 
| conceiving 
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conceiving that every alteration in the exiſting law ſhould be 
gradual, | | | 
Ihe Engliſh conſtitution had not arrived at its preſent 
perfection by the contemplations of the legiſlator in his cloſet, 
It was by the progreſſive wiſdom and experience of ages, 
blended with the urgency of circumſtances. A gradual, ſafe, 
ſilent, and almoſt imperceptible mode of aſſimilating the laws 
of the two countries, was, in his opinion, the moſt prudent 
ard eligible method of proceeding. It was ſtrictly recog- 
nized by the Article of Union, as had been ſtated by his 
Honourable Friend, that the Parliament of Great Britain might 
enact ſuch laws reſpecting the public rights as might be 
deemed advantageous and politic, but the civil laws of the two 
countries were to remain unaltered, This was a wiſe dif- 
tinction, and ought to be attended to. There was one 
ground, however, which had been advanced by his Honour- 
able Friend, in favour of the motion, to which no anſwer 
had been given. "The great benefit of an appellant juriſ- 
diction; the right of appealing, and the power of review- 
Ing the conduct of an inferior court. It was doubly good, 
it was good for the court appealed to and the court appealed 
from, making each more cautious than it otherwiſe would 
de in coming to a determination. | 8 5 
The Honourable Gentleman had ſaid, that if the noble and 
learned Lord alluded to had entertained any doubt, he would 
himſelf have been the propereſt perſon to have brought for- 
ward the motion; this, he conceived, was no argument 
nagainſt its being introduced by his Honourable Friend. For 
"this, and the other reaſons which he had ſtated, the Serjeant 
declared he would ſupport the motion, not pledging himſelf to 
agree to all the provifions of the bill, when brought in, but 
: _— ſupport the general principle on which it was founded, 
Mr. Anjiruther explained. | CE | 
Mr. Solicitor General ſaid, his opinion was, that the Eng- 
liſh and Scotch had a partiality for their reſpective ſyſtems of 
law. There might be prejudices, but they were ſuch as 
' ſhould not be deſtroyed. Nor would it be right to inſpire any 
Jealouſy between the two countries. The inſtitution of the 
' courts was different. He obſerved, that the courts of Scotland 
were framed with a view to the Jaws which they had to admi- 
niſter, and therefore there would be danger in attempting tO 
change them, The noble Lord himſelf (Thurlow) would, in 
bis opinion, be the propereſt perſon in another ' Houſe, if he 
had thought it a matter of expediency. Unleſs 33 
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Fen. 4) WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS: = ft 


ſtronger grounds were laid, than had been ſtated in ſupport ef 
the motion, he ſhould deem it his duty to oppoſe it. 
nd 


Mr, Fox argued in ſupport of Mr. Adam's motion, a 


began with remarking on the very ſingular mode in which ths 


queſtion had been diſcuſſed, It had been ſaid, that they were not 
to interfere till they received complaints of the judicial power 


from the people; this, he faid, was one of the moſt dangerous 


maxims he had ever heard. The legiſlature were perfectly 
competent without the application of the people, and were bet- 
ter calculated to judge what it would be wiſe to adopt ſor the 
general welfare. With regard to the definition given. by the 
learned Gentleman of the nature of a writ. of error, it was, in 
his mind, the very reverſe of the ſpirit of the conſtitution; and 
he was not a little ſurpriſed that the learned Gentle man ſhoulck 
have ſo ſoon forgotten his conſtitutional principles. He ſeemed 
to be deſirous of adopting the deteſtahle laws of France, which 


had been fo univerſally reprobated and held in deteſtation. The 


Honourable Gentleman had. faid, if any' body ought to bring 
forward ſuch a motion, it ought to be Lord Thurlow. This 
was no reaſon why any other Gentleman in that Houfe ſhould 
not bring it forward; but if there be any argument in it, it was in 
favour of his Honourable Friend's motion that Lord Thurlow 
did expreſs. a doubt on the ſubject. If ſo, he conceived it to be 
an object that ought to be undertaken. Mr. Fox took an hiſto- 
rical view of the tawof Scotland and of England, and maintained, 
that from time to time all the wiſeſt men had uniformly inculcated 
that doctrine, and it was that which brought our conſtitution 
and our laws to what they were. Tbe contrary doctrine led ys 
back again to the barbariſm out of which we emerged. Before 
the Union, if he was accurate in his recollection, when the 
Scotch law was in a barbarous ſtate, appeals had been made to 
the Privy Council; and the obvious intent of the preſent bill was 
to put the Lords in the ſame ſituation as the Fu Council. It 


gradual aſſimilation between the laws of the two countries, that 
would tend to their mutual advantage. The Honourable Gen- 
tleman oppoſite had mentioned ſituations in this country, where 
a man could not have the benefit of appeal. The Honourable 
Gentleman had alluded to the trial of a Peer in this caſe he 
contended that there was an appeal, and in arreſt. of judgment. 
Mr. Fox entered into an animated defence of the right of ap- 
peal, and contended in favour of an appellant having a power to 


obtain juriſdiction from the determination of any court, not that 


he meant to impute corrupt motives to any body of men, but 
becauſe the very principle of an appeal was the wiſeſt that ever 
| | WAS 


nion, and that 
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was attended to in the formation of laws for civil ſociety; forit 
went to confels our infirmities in all ſtations of life, and in t is 
opinion the greateſt proof of human wiſdom was the recogniticn 
of the weakneſs of human judgment. | | 
Mr. Anſtruther, in explanation, ſaid, he did not mean to ſay, 
that there ought to be a general complaint of the people before 
*any ſtep towards an alteration took place; but that, in a caſe 
which was ſupported by no other arguments, it might have been 
expected that at leaſt the general wiſh of the people would 
have been ſtated as an inducement to the Houſe. - 1 
Mr. Serjeant Watſon, in a ſhort ſpeech, aſſigned his reaſons 
8 his negative to the motion. | Og 
"The Maſter of the Rolls began his oppoſition to the motion, 
by emphatically ſtating, not only the utility, but the comfort to 
a judge, of an appellant juriſdiction. In his judicial ſituation 


he declared he felt it in the ſtrongeſt degree. Were his judge | 


ments to be final, it would be to him a ſource of miſery and 
uneaſineſs, as it would load him with the moſt diſtrefling re- 
ſponſibility. But he could not ſee the propriety of introducing 
that principle into the criminal law of Scotland, It was new— 
The Scots criminal law and that of England, had no affinity 
whatever. In England, the criminal law was by long expe- 
rience brought to great perfection, and all the different grada- 
tions, ſuch as capital felonies, clergyable felonies, and miſde- 
meanors, were clearly aſcertained and generally well known, 
No ſuch diſtinctions were recognized by the law of Scotland; 
and to bring the criminal law of that country to be decided by 
the analogy of the criminal law of England, would, in his opi- 
nion, be very impolitic and unwiſe. He ſtated various objec- 
tions alfo to the poſſibility of effecting this, even if it were 
deemed expedient, ariſing from the want of conformity in the 
forms of the law of Scotland to the law of England, and the 
difficulty of moving the record to this country. TY 
Mr. Adam roſe to claim the right of a mover to reply, but 
ſaid, he would have moſt readily diſpenſed with that privilege, 
had it not been that miſconſtruction upon a matter ſomewhat 
perſonal (not to himſelf, but to a noble perſon alluded to in the 
debate) made it abſolutely neceſſary for him to explain. He 
had ſtated, in the outſet, the tendency of a noble Lord's opi- 
nion (Lord Thurlow) as leaning to the expediency of an ap- 
peal in criminal matter under reſtriction of diſcretian, and 
this had been, with more zeal than candour, tortured by Gentle- 
men (Mr. Anſtruther and the Solicitor General) into an idea, 
that the noble Lord, in what he ſaid, had given it * of =o 
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derſtood, that he had made up his mind to a legiſlative meaſure 
on the ſubject. „ | 7 

Mr. Adam aſſerted, that he had ſaid nothing that would bear 
out ſuch a conſtruction of his words, but had mentioned, as 
part of the hiſtory of the cauſe before the Lords, laſt year, the 
ide of expediency having fallen from that noble perſon. Every 
body knew the reſpect he bore to the powerful talents of Lord 
Thurlow, and he could venture to declare that all Scotland 
felt with gratitude what he daily witneffed, the laborious. in- 
duſtry, and enlightened mind, with which that noble and learned 
petſon ſuperintended the judicial intereſts of Scotland in mat- 
ters of property, Others might talk of their admiration of 
that noble Lord; he would reſt his on this proof, whether 
thoſe who jealouſly with-held from him the ſuperintendance of 
Scots criminal judicature, or he who wiſhed to have the ſpirit 
of juſtice, and habits of accuracy, which prevailed in Lord 
Thurlow's mind, pervade the criminal ſyſtem of Scotland, 
were his moſt ſincere admirers. It had been the happineſs of 
Scotland to have Engliſh Chancellors, Lord Hardwicke and 
Lord Thurlow, to oyerlook their civil code; and he wiſhed 
the advantage to be extended. He enlarged on the abſurdity of 
the objection ariſing from the penal laws of the two countries 
being different, and therefore the appeal in criminal cafes im- 
proper, He ſhewed the difference in civil caſes to be great 
indeed, from the rules of property being unlike, yet the appeal 
in civil caſes was highly approved, was held to be a great be- 
nefit, and univerſally ſo acknowledged, In the criminal code 
of the two countries there muſt be more analogy from the na- 
ture of the thing, as breaches of morality were every-where 
the ſame. It had been aſſumed by a learned Gentleman (Mr. 
. Anſtruther) as if he had propoſed to force the law of England 
as to criminal matters upon Scotland, becauſe he had alluded 
fizuratively to the advantages to be derived from the peruſal of 
the great authors of the criminal law of this country. If he had 
made any ſuch propoſition, he challenged the learned Gentle- 
man to prove it. He had ſuppofed, on the contrary, the law 
to remain the ſame; but he had held that one ſalutary effect of 
his meaſure would be to induce the peruſal of thoſe authors by 
Scots lawyers, — Why ? Becauſe in them were to be found the 
pure ſpirit and ſubſtantial principles of criminal juſtice, Was 
the learned Gentleman yet to learn, that the powerful mind of 
Lord Hale had reached to nothing but technicals, or that in 
many technical rules "there is not included ſubſtantia] juſtice, 
and that that illuſtrious Judge had not unfolded the grand pre- 
vailing principles of criminal juriſprudence. upon the eternal 
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and unerring principles of general juſtice, applying alike to 
all nature? | | | 5 5 
The learned Gentleman, in the ſame candid ſpirit, had re- 
eſented the meaſure as intending to give an appeal from what 
is called the relevancy of the libel, that is, the examination made 
by the Court into its ſufficiency, and the degree of guilt it 
would infer. 4 | | 

Had he made any ſuch propoſition? No, He had not a 
opoſed to deviate from principle, He knew a cafe, indeed, 
in which that principle was adopted ; © The Eaſt India Ju- 
dicature bill; An act to which he ſuppoſed the learned Gen- 
tleman was now a convert. That act gave a demurrer to the 
information, which amounted to a Fs ak on the relevancy— 
and a writ of error from that demurrer, to be tried in the firſt 
inſtance, by the Court of King's Bench, but then what did 
it do? After the verdict or judgment of the new Judicature, 
all redreſs ſtopped— There was no farther appeal—That was 
not his (Mr, Adam's) principle—He knew that the true legal, 
and advantageous time for X accuſed was after verdict—that 
in criminal caſes, verdict cured no deſects in the indictment, 
and that one main object of criminal law, being to ſecure 
' againſt illegal convictions, it was at that period only he 

meant to give the appeal. 5 „„ 
The ſame ſpirit had led the learned Gentleman to object, be- 
Cauſe there was nothing ſtated in the opening, which eſtabliſhed 
that it had ever been the law of Scotland, to have appeals from 
the Juſticiary. Mr. Adam ſaid, as to that, although he was 
completely ſatis fied with the deciſion. of laſt year as a lawyer, 
et he bad good reaſon to ſupport the ſtatement of his Right 
8 Friend, Mr. Fox, that there had been appeals to 
the Privy Council; and when he ſaid ſo, he was fortified by the 
acquieſcence of Lord Loughborough, who in the Committee 
of the Lords had objected to his (Mr. Adam) quoting them as 
inſtances before the Council, not becauſe they were not 
founded in fact, but becauſe the Privy 3 of Scotland 
was an <dious and unconſtit tional tribunal, But he did not 
found on that. He admitted in the fulleſt extent the effect of 
the conſecutive deciſions in the Houſe of Lords, to have ſettled 
the law, and the complete and ample manner in which the 
judgment had been given, as well as the patient hearing which 
had preceded the judgment of laſt year; but he aſked whether, 
as his learned friend (Mr. Serjcant Adair) had ſaid, he had not 
propoſed to bring in an enacting bill—an obſervation which 
overſet cyery argument attempted by the learned Gentleman and 
his coadjutors upon that head of objection. He had founded 
his propoſition on principle, and ſupported it on precedent j 
: 3 8 an g 
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and it was oppoſed by a ſubverſion of the ſoundeſt principles of 
judicial juriſprudence—the neceſſity of an appellant juriſdie- 
tion, and the ſecurity of the accuſed, without any one prece- 
dent, but with the moſt complete evidence that the judicial 
juriſprudence of both countries was againſt their argument 
throughout, in which, with the ſingle exception in queſtion, 
the ſyſtem of appellant juriſdiction prevailed. 
Nay, the Right Honourable and learned Gentleman (the 


Maſter of the Rolls) had faid, in a manner that did bim ho= 


nour, that he felt in his ſituation the higheſt ſatisfaCtion in hav- 
ing an appellant juriſdiction over him. From which indeed he 
drew a ftrange and moſt unlogical concluſion, that-becauſe he 
felt its comforts and acknowledged its benefits in his ſphere of 
judicature, he would deny the comfort of it to the Scots Lords 
of Juſticiary, and prevent the. benefit being extended to the 


Scots nation. And why? becauſe forſooth the laws of the 


two countries are not the ſame, Are they, ſaid Mr. Adam, 
again, the fame in civil matters ? 

Was it ever propoſed to make the laws the ſame, by this mea» 
ſure? The aſſimilating in certain matters belonged to another 


bill. Was it ſaid, or hinted, in the opening that the Scots 


criminal law knew the diſtinction of capital and clergyable 
felonies, though they did know miſdemeanors or delicts as 
diſtinguiſhed from capital crimes ? No, faid Mr. Adam, but 
the reverſe, He profeſſed not to touch that branch of the law 
at all that regarded capital crimes. But he would tell the 
tearned Gentleman (the Maſter of the Rolls), where that 
matter was ignorantly, careleſsly, and inexcufably confounded, 
Here Mr. Adam read the title of the act of the 25th of George 
III. cap. 46, as follows: * An Ad for the more effeQual 
tranſportation of felons, and other offenders, in that part of 
Great Britain called Scotland.” Mr. Adam then faid, he 
did not recollect who was the Lord Advocate of that day. 
But he knew (looking to the Matter of the Rolls), who was 
the Attorney General, 'The Right Honourable and learned 
Gentleman then, thoſe careful, -wiſe, and conſiſtent legiſlators 
over againſt him, were the perſons to be accuſed of confound- 
ing the law of Scotland, and introducing the term Felony into 
It, which it did not know, white he was free from any ſuch 


intent. 


It had been complained that the people in Scotland would be 
tried hy maxims they knew nothing of. Was it ſo? was there 
any ſuch propoſition in an appeal to be decided on the exiſting 
laws of Scotland? This might have been ſaid when the Union 
Was made. more perfect, by rendering the treaſon laws of the 
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two countries the ſame and any argument which had been 
that day offered might have applied to that bill; might have 
applied inconcluſively indeed to all the other legiſlative acts 
reſpecting the Scots penal code, which he had enumerated in 
the opening; but could not, by any perverſion, have any weight 
againſt his meaſure for an appeal reſtricted to mere error of 
law, and reſtrained by regulations ſimilar to thoſe exiſting in 
this country. Mr. Adam ſaid, he had gone through all the 
arguments which had been offered againſt his propolition but 
one; an argument which, however deyoid of real ſolidity, was 
of too much importance, from the aſpect it bore and the motive 
which ſuggeſted it, to be paſſed over. It had been ſaid by the 
learned Gentleman (Mr. Anſtruther) that the people of Scot- 
land did not wiſh it ; that they had made no complaints and 
had not called for it. Mr. Adam ſaid, it was not his mode 
to attempt any thing through that medium ; he knew not by a 
canvaſs what their wiſhes were. As a legiſlator, repreſenting 
a particular place, or, by the fiction of the conſtitution, the 
whole community, he felt himſelf called upon to confider 
exigencies, and to cure defects, without conſulting or can- 
vaſling for external ſupport : Upon that principle, he had firſb 
minutely inquired and deliberately conſidered, and had upon 
that inquiry and deliberation moſt ſteadily determined. To 
effect a meaſure which he knew muſt be beneficial to that part 
of the country for which it was meant, by improving their 
Civil condition and ſecuring their rights, was a conſideration of 
much higher importance than the regulations of municipal law, 
in as much as life and liberty were of more importance than 
the objects of the civil code. Why did he preſs. this now ? 
becauſe it never could be too late to do a right thing. What 
the wiſhes of the people of Scotland were, he had faid, he 
could not tell from canvaſſing them, but he knew what they 
ought to be; and as he was convinced of the rectitude of their 
intentions, the juſtice of their feelings, and the accuracy of 
their information ; as he knew that the bulk of that people 
bad been growing in improvement from the period of the 
Union to the preſent time, that the tyranny and darkneſs which 
then prevailed was diſſipated, and that they felt with ardour the 
bleſſings of civil and political liberty, without having a tend- 
ency to licentiouſneſs or anarchy he muſt believe, that they 
would wiſh that which tended to promote what was equally 
neceſſary to individual ſafety and public tranquillity. It was 
bis moſt anxious wiſh to promote the intereſt, and add to the 
happineſs of that country where he firſt drew his breath; 4 


country to which he was attached by every tie of ge 
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Jovez a country, which he would pledge himſelf never to 
betray. That if it ſhould ever be his fate, that his name ſhould 
have a place in the hiſtory of his country, it would be his 


moſt devout and ardent wiſh that the meaſure he had pro- 


poled ſhould accompany it, in its deſcent to future times. 
And as between the learned Gentleman (Mr. Anſtruther) and 
himſelf, he was ready to refer to that unerring and impartial 
tribunal, poſterity, the rectitude of his conduct, the wiſdom 
and popularity of his propoſition. | xt 
Mr. Adam concluded, with ſtrongly and forcibly ſtating to 
the Houſe, that no objection had been made tb the principle 
of his propoſed bill. The objections all reſted on detail and 
regulation; that ſo far from being objections to apply to the 
bringing in of the bill, they would not even lie on the ſecond 
reading; but were matter for the committee. Theſe diffi- 


culties he pledged himſelf to guard againſt by proviſions 5 but 


it was neither candid nor juſt to acknowledge the candour of 
the mover, not deny the juſtice of the meaſure, and yet reject 
it on its firſt appearance. | | 125 

Mr. Adam gave notice, that in the month of March next, 
he ſhould bring forward another part of the meaſure which he 
had opened that night. | 1 : 

Mr. M. Montague, Mr. Stanley, and Mr. Drake, ſeverally 
ſpoke againſt the motion. Among other emphatic expreſhons, 
Mr. Drake ſaid : Nolumus leges Angliæ et Scotia mutari. | 

The Houſe divided, for the motion 31 
Againſt it | "oi; 
Adjourned. | | 
WEDNESDAY, February 5. 

In a committee, went through the American Intercourſe 
Bill. Ordered that the report be received to-morrow. _ 

The Speaker informed the Houſe, that he had received from 
Sir Robert Abercrombie, an anſwer to his letter of the 7th of 
June 1793, tranſmitting to Sir Robert Abercrombie the 
thanks of the Houſe. | 
5 e | 
The Houſe having reſolved into a Committee of Ways 
and Means ; 1 1 5 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he roſe to lay before the 
Committee as fully, but at the ſame time as conciſely as he 


Was able, the various important particulars which were that 


day neceſſarily to be ſubmitted to their conſideration. In do- 
ing this he ſhould call their attention to the ſeveral heads * | 
| a AR | Supply 
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Supply and Ways and Means, in the order in which he propoſed 
to arrange them. Firſt, he would ſtate the extent of the pro- 
viſions made, according to the votes and eſtimates, for the va- 
rious branches of the public ſervice, for the vigorous proſecu- 
tion of the war; ſecondly, all the articles of Supply and Ways 
and Means; and thirdly, all the particulars of the Loan, the re- 
ſources ariſing from other meaſures of finance, and the new taxes 
neceſſary for defraying the additional expence of the intereſt of 
the loan. On the firſt of theſe heads it would ſcarcely be neceſ- 
fary to dwell, as it had already come before the Houſe in de- 
tail. He ſhould only remind the Committee that the firſt 
queſtion for every man who felt ſor himſelf, for his country, 
or for mankind, was to be ſatisfied that the meaſure of our ex- 
ertion was adequate to the end we had in view, or limited only 
by the extent of our ability. When the conteſt, in which we 
were engaged, was for the whole that we poſſeſs, ſurely no 
man could heſitate to contribute a part. | 

The firſt head of public ſervice in the order of the votes, and 
in the general opinion and favour of the country, was the Navy, 

In the ſecond year of the war 85,000 ſeamen bad been voted, 
with the ſatisfaction of knowing that at the end of the firſt 

ear; commenced with only about 10, ooo of that number, the 
increaſe had been between 50,000 and 6e,000 ; that we were 
now nearly arrived at the number voted for the ſecond year; and 
that the increaſe of the number of our ſhips had kept pace with 
the increaſe of the number of our ſeamen. The augmentation of 
our naval force was almoſt in proportion to our wiſhes, and 
much greater than had been effected at any former period with- 
in the ſame time. In a conteſt with one nation only, it was, 
in the firſt year of the war, nearly equal to what it had been 
when we had to contend with almoſt the united naval force of 
Europe. The Committee would obſerve that a vote for 85,000 
ſeamen was ſufficient to cover the employment of 2 much 
larger number, if occaſion ſhould require, and a larger number 
could be obtained in the courſe of the year. 

The Houſe had already concurred in voting all that was re- 
quired for the Army at the preſent time, actual aug - 
mentation in the firſt year, had been more rapid and extenſive 
than had been known in any former period of our 93 and 
larger than at the concluſion of ſome wars. 30,000 effective 
men of Britiſh troops had been added in the courſe of one 
year; and for the ſecond year, the Houſe had voted 30, ooo 
more—a number fully ſufficient, if they could be obtained. 
The total of our army, including regulars, militia, and fenci- 
bles, was above 140,000 Britiſh troops. But befides theſe, the 


neceſſary charges had been voted for between 30,000 and 
| | EN 40,000 
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40,000 foreign troops. In the Ordnance branch alſo, the aug- 
mentation had been greater than formerly, and in proportion 
to the circumſtances and new principles introduced in this war. 
The artillery conſiſted of between 5000 and Gooo men. 
So that the whole number of men employed, including ſea- 
men, regular Britiſh troops, militia, fencibles, foreign troops in 
our Pays and artillery, amounted to 250,000. If he could 
rove 
it would, he truſted, be admitted that miniſters had not been 
deficient in point of diligence, and that their exertions had 
been equal to the exigency of the occaſion, and proportioned to 
the neceſſity which called for them. 5 5 Us 
A large proviſion, the Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, was 
to be made for the exceedings of laſt year; and although he 
lamented the neceſlity of the demand, it was ſome ſatisfaction 
to know that it aroſe chiefly from the rapidity with which the 
number of ſeamen had been increaſed, and ſhips fitted and 
yictualled for ſervice, From the very nature of the expence, 
it could not occur again in any thing like an equal degree. 
There had been already voted, for the three different ſer- 
yices, that he had mentioned, | i 


: NAVY, 2 
General ſervice of the Navy «- J. 4,420, 0 
Ordinaries 3 — „ 558,000 
Extraordinaries — VV _ $47,000 

Total amount of the Navy « . 3,525, oo0l. 
5 „ : 
General ſervice „ = - 4,362, 0 _ 
Foreign Troops - - 1,169, 00 
Extraordinaries for 1793 — - $08,000 - 
Total amount of the Army Eſtimates $6,339,000. 
ORDNANCE. ; 
Ordinaries $ OE "RE 324,000 
Extraordinaries — — - 377,000 % 
Debt incurred laſt year, and unfunded 643,000 
Total of the Ordnance py 3 1, 345, oool. 


The miſcellaneous ſervices were 206, oool.; exceeding by 
80,0001. the eſtimate of the Finance Committee of 1791. The 
deficiency of grants was 474, oool.; deficiency of land and 
malt taxes, 320, 0% ᷑ .. TY e 
In addition to the war and ordinary c 3, there was a 

ſum of 2900,0001, which the Houſe in 1792 had thought pro- 
per to appropriate to the reduction of the public debt, over and 
above the other appropriations for that purpoſez and although 
it had not been made perpetual, he wiſhed not to depart, even 
while under the preſſure of war, from what it had been 
thought adviſeable to do in a ſeaſon of peace and proſperity. 

| | | — 


at we were able to provide for and ſupport that force, 
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Ihe Exchequer Bills, amounting to 5;500,0001. it had been 
uſual to diſcharge, and to iſſue new bills for the ſame ſum, 
and therefore to leave them out on both ſides, in ſtriking the 
balance between the Supply and the Ways and Means. At 
preſent, it was neceſſary to include them in the account, be- 
cauſe he intended to make a proviſion for any expences, over 


and above the eſtimates and votes of ſupply, that might be in. 


curred in the courſe of the year. Any ſum for this purpoſe 


muſt neceſſarily be taken on conjecture; and he meant to pro- 


poſe that the Commiſſioners of the Treaſury ſhould have a 
vote of credit for 2,000,000]. in Exchequer Bills. Laft year 
2,500,000]. was voted for the ſame purpoſe ; and that the 
amount of Exchequer Bills might not be to great, an equal 


Fam was paid off: for the ſame reaſon he ſhould in the firſt 


inſtance iſſue only 5,500,000]. of Exchequer Bills this year, 

- which would leave an opening for the 2, ooo, oool. on the vote 
of credit, if it ſhould be found neceſſary to ifſue the whole or 
any part of them. The whole ſupply would then amount to 
19,940, oool. conſiſting of the following heads: 


Total amount of Navy, Army, and Ordnance 4.1 3,209,000 


Miſcellaneous Services - — 205, doo 
Deficiencies in Grants 4 - — 474,000 
Ditto in Land and Malt aW 350,008 # 
Additional ſum to the Commiſſioners for diſ- | | 
: charging the National Debt 200, ooo 
Exchequer Bills — - "© _ = _  $,500,000 
"Total amount to be provided for - 19,939,000 


The Ways and Means to provide for this were, land and 
malt, 2,7 50,000]. ;-exchequer bills 3,500,000. 
The amount of the permanent taxes, from the 5th of Janu- 


ary 1793, to the 5th of January 1794, was 13,941,000l. con- 


fiderably leſs than the produce of the year 1792, but greater 
than the produce of the year 1791. The produce for the pre- 
ſent year was to be eſtimated either on an average of former 
years, which were years of peace, and therefore to be taken 
with ſome allowance, or on the produce of one year of war. 
Now it happened in the preſent inſtance that the difference be⸗ 
tween the two was not material. After deduCting the amount 
of taxes repealed, the average of four years was 13,994, oool. 
The charges on the conſolidated fund were, for this year, 
31,797,0001. The growing produce of the conſolidated nd, 
applicable to the purpoſes of Ways and Means, was therefore 
2,197,0001. Although the Eaſt India Company might ſuffer 
fome temporary defalcation of profit, by the increaſe of freight 
and the decreaſe of fales, yet they had obtained ſuch ample ſe- 
eurity for their eſtabliſhments in India, by the capture of — 
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the enemy's factories and ſettlements, that there was no rea- 
ſon to apprehend any inability on their part to pay the 500, oool. 
a year to the public. The ſum then} wanting to make good 
the whole of the ſupply was 11, 000, oool. and this was to be 
raiſed by loan. OT Woes DO Re A 
He enumerated the articles as follows: 
WAYS AND MEANS. 


Malt Tax - - £ 2,7 50,0c0 
Exchequer Bills - - - 3, 500, ooo 

Growing produce of Taxes, after anſwering 
Charges of Conſolidated Fund - 2,197, ooo 
From the Eaſt-India Company _ + 8 500,000 
Loan - - - 11,000,000 
£ 19,947,000 


He next entered into a compariſon of the ſeveral articles of 


Ways and Means for the preſent year, with the eſtimate of the 


Finance Committee in 1791, from which he made out that 


there was now in the ſecond year of war 800,000l. more reve- 
nue applicable to the public ſervice than in 1791. Of this, 
500,000. was paid by the Eaſt-India Company; but the pro- 
duce of the permanent taxes exceeded the eſtimate of che Fi- 
nance Committee in 1791 by 522,000l. ; and after deducting 
additional charges on the conſolidated fund, left 300, oool. to 
be added to the ſum paid by the India Company. | 


In the courſe of the laſt year the navy debt had increaſed _ 


31200,000l. This he did not mean to leave, as in former times, ac- 
cumulating till the end of the war. He did not, however, propoſe 
to fund the whole of it, becauſe, as navy bills had been iſſued 
at a diſcount, thoſt who held bills of the lateſt date, would re- 
ceive a greater profit, and an earlier payment, than they were 
fairly entitled to. On this ſubject, however, as he ſhould bring 
forward a propoſition on a future day, it was only neceſſary to 
ſay, that he meant to make immediate proviſion for the intereſt 


of the whole ſum; to fix a period for the payment of navy 


bills in ready money within fifteen months after their being 
iſued ; and inſtead of allowing no intereſt till fix months after 


the date of the bills, which, he knew not for what reaſon, had 


been the former practice, to allow four per cent. intereſt from 
the time of iſſuing. This, he was informed by perſons well 


qualified to judge, would put an end to the diſcount on navy 


bills, which had always, in time of war, been ſo diſadvanta- 
geous to the public. e ſnould propoſe funding all the navy 
bills to March 1793, about 1, 900, oool. provided the holders 
ſhould agree to the terms he meant to propoſ  _ 
There might alſo be ſome increaſe of the Navy debt this 
year, but nothing like what the increaſe laſt year had been. 
he expence of tranſports was uncertain, and might exceed 
o. L Nun the 
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44% I Es advan 4 
eſtimate by 500, ol. The uſual ſum of 41. per man per 
nov for Te victualling, fell ſhort of the actual ex- he 
pence about nine ſhillings a month, which would make = 
500,000]. more. For the probable exceedings of the navy, 18 
he meant therefore to allow one million more, and to provide | 
for the intereſt of it, that no debt might appear to be with. Pe 
held from public view, and that the ſyſtem formerly laid down 125 
might be ſtrictly adhered to. | | | En 
In negotiating the loan, he had endeavoured to encourage for 
a free and open competition among monied men, without adl 
having any thing to do with the diſtribution of it; taking 5. 
care only that the bidders ſhould be of ſuch reſponſibility as to Ho 
inſure the payment of the firſt depoſit, which might be con- Na 
ſidered as the ſecurity to the public for the reſt. Five moſt —_ 
reſpectable ſets of monied men had offered, and the effect was Fs 
| ſuch as might have been expected: The terms were highly c 
favourable to the public; and what was alſo deſirable, he hoped Rn 
ſafe to the lenders, For 100l. they were to receive 100l. 3 per Jed; 
cents, 251. 4 per cents, and 11s. fd. long annuity. At the whi 
current prices of the day on which the bargain was made, Wh 
theſe were worth, 1 N ap By + 
I0ol. 3 per cents, -. 1 16.0 Fs 
251. 4 per cents, = C duty 
118. 5d. long annuities, — 11 9 9 year 
A OE RAE. Tit ment 
| VVV to be 
This perhaps was the firſt inſtance of a loan, in which the | 
fractional difference between the ſum borrowed and the ſum Ty 
to be paid, was in favour of the public: In which the diſcount Briei 
on prompt payment was the only premium to the lender.— duty 
The diſcount on gol. viz. the ſum remaining to be paid after a 
the firſt depoſit, for eleven months, at 3 per cent., was Ne 
21. 98. 6d. ; which, added to gol. 198. gd., made 1021. 98. 3d. 8 
for every 1ool. of the loan. This was no doubt a confiders- en 
ble premium, but the ſmalleſt he believed that ever had been 1 
- The annual ſum to be provided for the payment of intereſt, honef 
and one per cent. for the gradual liquidation of the capital, in Fr 
conformity to the ſyſtem ſanctioned by Parliament, and not mug 
to be departed from, even during war, was for the on yy, 
650,000. adding the ſum to be provided on the ſame en empte 
for the actual and expected navy debt, would make 4 e 
The Glove tax produced fo little, and was found to be 10 the di 
vexatious to thoſe who paid it, that he meant to 77 | tie wel 
even at a period when it might ſeem that no reſource 0 rafily } 


revenue, however ſmall, ought to be relinquiſhed. The 55 
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on Births and Burials, which had been impoſed rather as a 
regulation, and more with a view to information than revenue, 
he meant alſo to repeal. Theſe together had produced about 
10,080]. The whole ſum, which he had to provide for, would 
thus be 908, oool. | V 

To call for ſo large a ſum, muſt be matter of regret at any 
period; but if the circumſtances of the time required it, the 
tame circumſtances allowed not of heſitation. If the charge 
was large, the largeneſs of it aroſe from bringing forward with 
{ſcrupulous exactneſs every article of preſent expence, and 
adhering with ſtrictneſs to the ſyſtem adopted for the gradual 
reduction both of the old and the new public debt; and the 
Houſe would have the conſolation of knowing, that, as his 
| Majeſty had ſtated from the throne, there were ſuch means as 
would meet the exigency, without any preſſure which could be 
ſeverely felt by the people. | 

Of the taxes impoſed in 1791, a burden they had experi- 
enced and knew could be borne, the average produce, after 
deduCting the amount of. thoſe which had been repealed, and - 
which he did not mean to renew, was 635,000l. The annual 
charge upon them was-250,0001. leaving a ſurplus of 385, oool. 
By the new regulation of the duty on ſpirits in Scotland, 
there was a ſurplus, over and above making good the repealed - 
duty on coals, of 43,;o00l. This having been tried for one 
| year only, would probably increaſe ; and with the ſum above- 
mentioned, might be taken at 430, o00l. The remainder was 
to be provided for by 7 8881 


NEW TAXES. Z 
The firſt that he would mention, was an additional duty on 
Britiſh and foreign ſpirits. On theſe it was deſirable that the 
duty ſhould be as high as poſſible, without affording ſuch 
advantage and temptation to ſmuggling, as might operate as 
2 premium to the illicit trader, and tend materially to injure 
the revenue. Formerly it had been ſo high, as to produce 
this inconvenience, and a remedy had been applied by 
lowering the duty. It was afterwards thought that, when 
the capital of the ſmugglers was deſtroyed, or diverted into 
honeſt channels, the duty might be ſomewhat raiſed without 
danger; and the experiment had ſucceeded. The facility of 
ſmuggling French brandies, the great article of ſmuggling, 
was at preſent annihilated; for even ſmugglers were not ex- 
empted from the general proſcription of the National Conven- 
tion. The ſmuggling of rum had always been ſmall, from 
the diſtance from whence it was brought, and the nature of 
the veſſels in which it was imported, and alſo becauſe it might 
caſily be watched. When peace came, and with it the oppor- 
4 Nn 2 | 9 tunity , 
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tunity of ſmuggling from the French coaſt returned, the 
additional duty might be repealed, as the increaſed produce of 
other branches of revenue would more than make good the 
amount. | off, a 
New buildings certainly had not decreaſed in conſequence 
of the tax on bricks and tiles; on theſe articles, therefore, he 
ſhould propoſe an additional duty. | 
Slate and ſtone being employed for ſimilar purpoſes, ought 
to pay in proportion, as far as that could be aſcertained : But 
as it would be difficult to collect a duty upon all that could be 
raiſed from quarries, he meant only to propoſe a duty on ſuch 
as came coaſtways. 1 . 
He would next propoſe a tax, on what might fairly be con- 
fidered as a mere article of luxury, plate and crown glaſs. 
The multitude of ſorts into which paper was divided with a 
view of proportioning the tax to the value, a moſt deſirable 
object, if it could be accompliſhed, had given riſe, to frauds. 
He meant, therefore, to ſimplify the duty, by reducing it to 
three ſorts only; and to add one-half to fome, and one-third 
to others. | HE SED | 
Laſt of all, a tax which had been ſuggeſted to him by the 
higheſt judicial authority in the kingdom, an additional tax 
upon attornies. [The bare mention of this tax excited imme- 
diate and general applauſe!) From the manner in which this 
had been received by the Houſe, could he have done ſo without 
depriving the public of the uſeful ſervices of thoſe upon whom it 
was to be levied, as far as they were uſeful, the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer ſaid, he could have wiſhed to have made it the 
only tax in his budget. He meant to charge a duty of 1001. 
on the indentures of every perſon articled to an attorney 
and 100). on the admiſſion of every perſon already articled. 


RECAPITULATION, 
Britiſh ſpirits one penny per gallon additional on 
the waſh 7 = — L107, ooo 
dy ten-pence per Ain 55 136, oo0 
um nine-pence per gallon & 
Bricks and tiles 18. 6d. additional per thouſand 70,000 
Slate carried coaftways 10s. per ton—Stone 25, 6d, 30,000 
Crown and plate glaſs, additional St $2,000 
Paper, additional - To” 63, ooo 
Attornies, additional + - | 25,000 
Add ſurplus of taxes 1791 430, oo 


33 Total £913,000 
Having thus ſtated the amount of ſupply and ways and means, 
as well as the ſervices to be performed, the loan and other me- 
ſures of finance, he ſaid he ſhould be happy if the Houle 


thought the proviſion was ample, and the means eaſy as far a8 
| | | circum- 
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circumſtances would admit, and likely to be effectual. What 


was the nature of the proviſion? In addition to the large eſti- 
mates for the immediate ſervice of the war, two millions were 


provided for extraordinary and unforeſeen expences, with 
ample means for removing the 2 of the unfunded debt, 
and all this without OY 

um applied to which, beſides accu- 
mulating at compound intereſt, was farther increaſed by 
200, 00l. Proviſion was alſo made, not only for the intereſt, 
but for the liquidation, of the new debt in proportion to'the 
capital borrowed. The Navy debt was put into a ſtate by which 
the inconvenience of large difcount on Navy bills, ſo ſeverely 


felt in former wars, would be avoided. If the terms of the 


loan were conſidered, it would be found that public credit and 


public confidence were unimpaired. The ftate of the revenue ' 


afforded grounds of ſatisfaction beyond the moſt ſanguine hopes 
that could have been formed reſpecting it. Of the taxes great 
part had been already borne without inconvenience, and the 
reſt were moſtly additions to articles which experience had 
proved to be productive with the leaſt poſſible burden to the 


public. The future produce of the revenue was calculated on 
the average of four years of peace, or on the firſt year of war, 
in which it was more likely to ſuffer, our naval ſuperiority, 


and our improved ſtate of preparation confidered, than in any 
future year, The circumſtances and ſituation of Europe (except 
in as far as every country engaged in the war, becoming poorer 
the longer the war continued, muſt be a leſs valuable cuſ- 
tomer for our manufactures), were more favourable to the 
extenſion of our trade than in 1793; becauſe places then in 


the poſſeſſion of France, were now delivered from the anarchy 


and diſtreſs, which French fraternity carried every-where 
along with it; but infinitely more than for any other reaſon, 


becauſe the fingular and extraordinary ſtagnation of trade, oc- 


caſioned by the ſudden and violent interruption of commercial 
credit, was now, and had long fince been more completely 
at an end than any man could have preſumed to hope. If the 


revenue had even failed laſt year, it would not have been very 
extraordinary, nor would it have been a — cauſe of diſcou- 
ive in an eminent 

degree, afforded a well - grounded expectation, that under all 


ragement; but its ' having been produc 
the circumſtances, the produce of the preſent year would be 
equal, if not ſuperior, to that of the laſt. The produce of 
the permanent taxes for 1793, was 13595 3,000l. independent 
of the temporary taxes to be continued: This was leſs than in 
the year 1792,' a year of the higheſt commercial proſperity, by 
369,000]. But we did not calculate on the produce of 3 

| | 5 


e ſyſtem for the reduction of 
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We formed our eſtimate on the average of four years, 
g oo, oool. leſs than the produce of 17923; and the actual 
produce of 1793, exceeded that average by 137, oool. He 
ſtated how far it exceeded the eſtimates of the Finance Com- 
mittees of 1786 and 1791; and added, that taken in any 
point of view, the revenue had produced 500,o00l. a year 
more than had been expected at the moſt proſperous period. 
This exceſs he did not mortgage, but lett to meet future 
exigencies, or to accumulate if no ſuch, exigencies ſhould 
occur. Theſe were our hopes in time of war, and with the 
ſurplus which, but for the war, would have been. applicable 
to the reduCtion of our debt whenever the moment of peace 
arrived, we ſhould recur again to that ſyſtem the bleſlings of 
which we had already felt, and the progreſs of which had been 
interrupted by no fault of ours. While the war continued, 
we muſt reſolve to meet it as the moſt important duty ever 
impoſed by the diſpenſation of Providence on any nation on 
the face of the globe. | | 
He concluded with moving his firſt reſolution. _ | 
Mr. Fox ſaid, he had laſt year felt it his duty to expreſs his 
diſapprobation of the terms of the loan, and to divide the 
Houle on the ſubject; he then roſe to expreſs his ſatisfaction, 
as far as he was able to judge of the ſituation in which we 
ſtood at preſent, at all that had, upon the ſubject of finance, 
been brought forward by the miniſter ; and he was willing to 
admit that the loan was a prudent one: When he ſaw ground 
for approbation, he was always as ready to give that approba- 
tion, as to expreſs his ſentiments in a different manner, when 
he felt no reaſon to approve. With reſpect, therefore, to the 
loan, he begged to be underſtood that he ſubſcribed to it 1m- 
plicitly, becauſe it appeared to him that the terms were as 
advantageous as could be expected; and he conceived they 
would not only be ſo to the public, but that they would prove 


fair alſo to the individuals concerned in the tranſaction; he 


conſidered it as fair a bargain between the two contracting 
parties, as ought to be expected by either. He was particu- 
larly glad alſo that the miniſter had at laſt adopted what he 
had often been adviſed to adopt, namely, a plan for keeping 
down, as much as poſſible, the diſcount on navy bills; this 
was an inconvenience to the public, which he had in a con- 
ſiderable degree felt, and had often laboured to convince the 
Right Hon. Gentleman that it was extremely diſadvantageous 
and extremely oppreſſive, and he was glad the Right Hon. 
Gentleman was at laſt brought to concur in that opinion. It 
would have been better, Mr. Fox ſaid, if the whole of the 


navy debt had been funded long ſince; and therefore the pen 
| 5 | EL : 
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of the miniſter, for keeping down the diſcount upon navy 


bills (which had long been ſo enormous), as far as it went, 
had his entire concurrence. There was, however, a point 
ultimately connected with the ſubject now before the com- 
mittee, which he could not but lament, and to which he could 
not help alluding: It was a part of his Majeſty's ſpeech, on 
the opening of the ſeſſion. He lamented that ſuch a part of 
the 5 was adopted. He alluded to that part in which 
his Majeſty tells his people, that the burden of taxes to be 
impoſed upon them would not be ſeverely felt. How was this 
ſort of affectation becoming, either from the throne, or leſs 
authority? Upon what grounds was it juſtifiable to tell the 
people of this country, that the burdens impoſed on them 
would not be ſeverely felt? Why ſhould the miniſter adviſe 
this? Why were the people to be told, that a burden of near 
one million ſterling per annum, in addition to the heavy load 
which they bear already, would not be ſeverely felt? Why 
not leave the people to judge for themſelves? It was a point 
on which the people would form as juſt an opinion, as either 
his Majeſty, or any of his miniſters. Some of the taxes 
already impoſed, were pretty ſeverely felt, and poſſibly might 
ſtill be more ſo, and that too in conſequence of the taxes that 
were to be added now. He knew that in the diſcuſſion of 
the ſubject of taxes, it was generally admitted, that when 
they were impoſed on the lower claſs of ſociety, they would, 
in ſome meaſure, fall upon thoſe who employed them : On the 
other hand, taxes impoſed on articles of life generally bought 
by the rich might fall in a great meaſure upon the poor. It 
was maintained often as a principle, that taxes on luxury 


are fairer mediums of impoſt than any other. This in his 


opinion ſhould be underſtood with certain allowances; it was 
not quite an eaſy thing to define preciſely what was always 
to be called a luxury; that which was once clearly a luxury 
might from cuſtom and habit become a neceſſary of life. 
The articles of tea and ſugar, for inſtance, were within his 
meaning by theſe obſervations; for although in the ſimplicity 
of former days we were generally contented with plain food 


and frugal diet, yet tea and ſugar were now in ſuch common 


uſe, that he feared they were neceffaries of life, and neceſſaries 
too which were in greater uſe with the lower clafſes of the 
people, than with thoſe who had the good fortune to be in 
high condition, perſons of rank and dence ; and therefore 
he could not ſay that ſome of the taxes about to be impoſed 
(for they reſembled theſe) would not be ſeverely felt. They 
might be neceſſary, but that was another queſtion. What he 
meant to inſiſt on was, that the people ought to be — to 

| | judge 


r 
WT WA 6 
(IRE PPC ALIBRIS... _ 


felt, without being dictated to upon ſo ſenſible a point either 
by his Majeſty or by his miniſters.— Another tax now propoſed 


muſt from its nature be a partial tax: He meant the tax on bricks, 


which the miniſter ſeemed to endeavour to counteract and qua- 
lify by a ſimilar tax on ſlates and ſtones. Independent of the in- 
equality of this duty on the two articles, the comparative diſ- 
tribution of this burden was beyond all calculation unequal, 
the conſumption of thoſe articles in the various counties 
throughout the kingdom conſidered. If Mr. Hobart was not ſit- 
ting in that chair *, he (Mr. H.] could tell the Committee that 
this tax was partially laid on his conſtituents (the citizens of 
Norwich), and in that 'part of the 7 in which he lived; 
he would tell them whether he did not feel the tax on bricks 
fall partially, immediately, and almoſt altogether on particular 
individuals, and not on the maſs of the people, as 2 tax ought 
to fall. This was another reaſon why the people had a right 


to ſay that taxes were ſeverely felt. With regard ta the tax - 


on ſtones, he thought it a fair tax, but all the circumſtances 
conſidered he was afraid it muſt be a permanent tax. As to 
the additional tax upon ſpirits, he bad leſs occaſion to com- 
ment upon it, as, independent of the merits of it, it was pro- 
feſſedly intended but as a temporary expedient, 

Mr. Fox added ſome general obſervations, and ſaid, he 
thought it neceſſary to ſay thus much on the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman's ſuggeſted taxes, although he ſhould ngt oppoſe them, 
becauſe he felt himſelf entitled to point out the operation of z 
tax without oppoling it altogether under our preſent circum- 
ſtances. With reſpect to the tax on paper, he confeſſed he 
did not yet know enough of the ſubject to deliver an opinion 
on it. But with regard to the tax on attornies, notwithſtand- 
ing the applauſe with which it was received, he felt ſome 
doubts upon it, as to what it might do, unleſs it was meant in 
Tome degree as a regulation, and ſome doubts too 3s to the 
effect of that regulation. A tax was already impoſed upon 
them, both for a licence and part of their practice, under the 
idea that the cultomer might pay at. This might be very 


true, but perhaps the tax might operate partially, and might | 


fall on thoſe whom the Houſe did not intend to burden. 21 

Committee would recolleQ, that ſome years ago a tax was im- 
poſed, called the Shop-tax. He had always been of opinion 

that it was a partial and oppreſſive tax, but the miniſter and a 
majority of the Houſe maintained that it was not ſo; for al- 


* The chair in which the Chairman of .the Committees of Supply» | 


and Ways and Means, always fits at the table, when the Houſe has re- 
ſolyed itſelf into either Committee. E though 
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though they could not tell how, they inſiſted that the burden 


_ would fall on the cuſtomer: He however at laſt convinced 


that Houſe that the tax was-partial. If any part of their ar- 
gument had been right upon that ſubject, why ſhould they 
not think that it applied to the preſent caſe, and that the tax 
would fall on thaſe who were already heavily, taxed, namely 
the clients of the attorney; for if a ſhop-kceper could impoſe 
upon his cuſtomers, he ſaw nothing ſo particularly blunt, ſtupid, 
and void of ingenuity in the character of an attorney, as to 
induce him to think that he could not charge the man who had 
the misfortune to be his cuſtomer as well as a ſhop-keeper, 
He feared the propoſed tax would open a field for impoſition. 
The Right Hon. Gentleman had made ſome obſervations with 
reſpect to the Committee of Finance in 1791. He thought 


it neceſſary to obſerve, that that Committee had made a report 


that was perfectly fair and juſt with reſpeCt to the revenue, 
but he did not by any means agree with them in their eſtimate 
of the expenditure. Indeed that was a point which it was 
difficult to bring to a fair determination, becauſe there had 
been no year in the courſe of their computation in which we 
could be ſaid to be at a peace expenditure ; and he could not 
help thinking that whenever this unfortunate war ſhould 
be at an end, a different. eſtimation muſt be made with re- 
gard to our permanent peace expenditure—God knew what 
our revenue might be at that time, whenever it ſhould happily 


arrive. The Right Hon. Gentleman had ftated ſome reaſons 


why he had grounds to hope that. the revenue would prove 
more productive in future than it had been. That it had been 
more productive than was expected at the commencement of 
the war, was a circumſtance, Mr. Fox ſaid, which he rejoieed 
at; but he could not help thinking that wh. n the Right Hon. 
Gentleman came to the balance, after the loſs we muſt ſuſtain 
from the diminution of cuſtom for our inanufactures in con- 
ſequence of the preſent war, he would feel a great deficiency 
in the revenue, and find commercial credit low; if this did 
not turn out ſo, he was much deceived. He wiſhed to obtain 
all the information poſſible on this particular—he had ob- 
tained ſome on which he could rely. In the county of Lan- 
cater, a county of conſiderable manufacture, from the num- 
ber of hands now unemployed, and from men being taken 
in ſuch numbers for the ſervice of the war, there was reaſon 


to believe that our commerce was in a languid condition. If he 


was miſtaken in that opinion, he ſhould be happy to be con- 
vinced of it, but he was afraid his information was true, and 
if ſo, our commerce muſt be in a declinang ſtate. He agreed 
with the Right Hon. Gentleman as to the growing produce of 
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290 WOODFALL's PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Conmnony, Fa 
our ſinking fund, but he ſaw no great reaſon to think that our ſe 
manufactories were flouriſhing, or to expect that our revenue be 
would not diminiſh, He approved, as he had already ſaid, of bu 
the loan, and of the plan for the keeping down of the intereſt wi 
on navy bills; he thought them wiſe and prudent meaſures, ſa 
and whenever he could approve of the conduct of the miniſter be 
he was happy to ſay ſo—but he mult again repeat it, he did not 
like to hear language from above, informing the people how re 
they were to feel the burdens impoſed on them; he hoped 
they would patiently bear whatever was neceſſary for the pub- 
lic exigency. As to what the Right Hon. Gentleman had 
ſtated with regard to the ſurplus of the revenue, that he did -o 
not mortgage it for the continuance of the war, for that he # 
had provided for the ſupport of the war, even if that ſurplus 
ſhould continue as he hoped it would, and that it ſhould be 1 
employed towards the payment of our debt, there was nothing 100 
remarkable or extraordinary in that; no ſuch mortgage, he be- 158 
lieved, had been attempted to be made by a miniſter in the p 
progreſs of any war, nor could it be expected to be the caſe 7 
in this; it was a thing in its nature not to be done. 160 
With regard to public credit, he confeſſed he did not feel 700 
equally ſanguine with the Right Hon. Gentleman, nor ſee it a 
in the ſame favourable point of view. 1d. 
Public credit was high at the beginning of the American 30 
war, and that credit afterwards became low indeed, and he 2d. 
Was afraid we had no reaſon to be proud of the compariſon 28. 
between that war and the preſent in that reſpect, if the pub- FR 
lic funds were in any degree to be relied on or admitted as ſuf- Al 
ficient evidence upon the queſtion of public credit. In the : 
preſent war, within a period of twenty months, the three per 200 
cents had ſunk thirty per cent. Thirty per cent. in that time . 
was a tremendous fall, and could not be ſtated as a proof that 5 
the preſent war did not affect our credit. At the beginning 18, 
of the American war in 1774, the three per cents were at 84 7 
at the concluſion of 1783, the three per cents were about 54. 1 
During that American war, after ſeven years continuance of it, 15 
the three per cents ſunk 35 per cent. In this war, after the 18. 
continuation of it for only twenty months, the three per cents 48. 
had ſunk 30 per cent. He could not therefore conceive that 11d 
the calamities of the preſent period affected us lefs in point 15 
of credit, than the ealamities of the American war had done 80 
while that miſchievous war exiſted. It might be ſaid, and 28, 
faid truly, that much of this was owing to our enormous debt; The 
it was true it was ſo, but that vas part of our cafe, and it was . 
a great evil, upon which it behoved us to reflect very ſeriouſſy. No. 
Mr. Fox ſaid, he thought it his duty to- make theſe few ob- _ 
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ſervations, and to-ſay even once more that he conceived it to 
be a little hard on the people of England, who bear heavy 
burdens pretty patiently, to be told from the throne that the 
were not ſeverely loaded with taxes. He concluded wit! 
ſaying that he had no oppoſition to make to the queſtion then 
before the Committee. 1270 5 3 
The Reſolutions were all paſſed, and the Houſe being 
reſumed, the Report was ordered to be received next day. 
Agreed to go into a Committee of Supply on Friday. 
Adjourned. nk: THY 
IF 'THURS= 


The followi ng are correct Copies of the Chancellor of the Exche« 


quer's Reſolutions in the Committee of Supply, on thy opening of 
the Budget. © 


10d, per Gallon on ſingle Brandy imported 
—_ on Brand above proof imported 


20d. 
8d. on Rum from the Britiſh Colonies 
16d. on ditto above proof 


8d. on warehouſed Rum 
16d. on over- proof ditto 
10d. on ſingle Spirits imported 
20d. — on over- proof ditto 
To be paid by the Importers, | | 
1d. per gallon for Waſh for extracting Spirits for home conſumption 


1d. per gallon for Cyder and Perry, or any other Waſh for ditto 


2d. per gallon for Waſh made from refuſed Wine, or foreign Cyder 
28. 8d. forevery 96 gallons of Waſh made by Biſhop of Maidſtone 
To be paid by the Makers or Diſtillers. | 
55d, per gallon for Spirits made in Scotland, and imported 
Alſo an additional Duty in proportion for over. proof | 
To be paid by the Importers 
20d. per 1000 on Bricks 
18d. ditto on plain Tiles als | 
48. 6d. per 1000 on Pan Tiles not exceeding 10 inches ſquare 
23, 2d. ditto addition exceeding 10 inches ſquare ES 
18. 10d, per 1000 for Tiles other than the above 
To be paid by the Makers, bad 
Anda Drawback to be allowed on Exportation, 
7], 38. 4d. per ct. upon Bricks imported | 
18. 6d. for every 1000 Bricks imported 
18, 10d, for every 100p Pan Tiles imported 
43. 10d, per rooo for Pan or Ridge Tiles imported | 
11d. per 1000 for Paving Tiles, not above 10 inches ſquare 
1s, 10d. per 1000 for ditto above 10 inches 
18, 70d, per 1000 for all other Tiles imported t 7 
108. per ton upon Slates carried coaſtwiſe „ | 
28, 6d. ditto upon Stones, Gurnet, and Marble 
That the duties of Exciſe on Paper, Paſteboard, . Millboards, Scale- 
| Wee and Glazed Paper, do ceaſe, and that there be charged in lieu 
thereof, | | | : 
No. I. 2:4. per Ib. Exciſe duty upon Paper for writing, drawing, and 
pating > ˙— 
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THuRsDAY, February 6. 
TRIAL OF MR. HASTINGS. 


Mr. Wigley ſaid, that on account of the death of a near re- 
lation of the leader of the Managers of the Impeachment 
inſt Mr. Haſtings (Mr. Burke), who could not attend the 
Houſe that day, — ſhould defer the motion he intended to 
make relative to the proreeding in that trial to e 


next. 
THE LUAN AND 'TAXES. 


Mr. Hobart brought up the report of the Reſulativis moy- 
ed the preceding day, and agreed to in the Committee of 
Ways and Means, for raiſing money by Joan, and creating 
a fund ariſing out of new taxes for paying the intereſt of the 
lame. 


No. II. 1d. per lb. upon Coloured and Whited Brown, except Blephant 
and Cartridge 
No. III. od. per Ib. for Wrapping Paper 
No. IV. 27. per Ib. upon all other Papers, except Sheathing and Button 
Paper 
No. V. 108. 6d. per cwt. upon Paſteboard, Millboard, 3 and 
Glazed Papers 
A Drawback to be allowed on exportation, - 
That the duties on Cuſtoms of the above do ceafe, and there be duken i in 
lieu thereof, 
rod. per Ib. on No. I. imported 
2d. per Ib. on No. II. imported 
5d. per Ib. on Paper Hangings imported 
i0d. per. Ib. on all other Papers imported 
25, per cwt. upon Paſteboards, &c. imported 
30s. Sad. on F'int Glaſs imported 
3s. dad. on Materials uſed in making Window Glaſs 
A drawback of 82d. on every foot of Plate Glals gone | 
145. 6d. per cwt. on Flint Glaſs exported 
98. 11d. per ditto on Crown ditto exported 
23d. per foot on French Plate dittoexported 
145. on French Plate ditts imported 
98. 11d. on French Window ditto imported 
148. per cwt. on other Glaſs importe 
108. 82d. per cw:. on Plates of Glaſs not leſs thas 1435 hats inchet, 
made in Great Britain 
A Stamp Duty of 100l. upon Contracts of Perſons ſerving as Wer; to 
Attorneys PE Og TOTO ” 
col. Admittanee for every Attorney 
zol. for Contracts of Clerks to Attorneys in Court of — 
ol, for Admittance of Attorneys in the Welſh Courts | 
That the additional Duties upon Foreign Spirits imported, i and 
continued by Acts of 31 Geo. III. be made perpetual 
Alſo upon Sugar, by Act 31 Geo. III. be made perpetual 
Alſo * on Sugar, allowed by the Taid Act, bs made pr 
petua 
That the ſaid Duties be carried to the Conſolidated Fund. 


c The 
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The Clerk, according to the uſual form, read the Reſolutions 
twice on the ſecond reading 88 
Mr. Fax roſe, not to offer any oppoſition to the reſolutions, 
but ſimply fer the 2 of deſiring ſome information on 
a ſubje&, which did not appear to him to be extremely clear, 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer, in the courſe of his ſpeech 
the preeeding day, Mr, Fox reminded the Houſe, had _— 
a compariſon between the produce of the permanent taxes of 
two different- years, on which he grounded his opinion of their 
obable future produce. The account of the laſt year, end- 
ing the 5th of January 1794, he could not find on the table, or 
in the printed papers; but tound an account of the amount of the 
taxes for three. quarters of that year, ending the 5th of October 
1793, from which it appeared that the total produce of all the 
taxes for that period amounted to 14, 800, oool.; from which 
ſum muſt be deducted the produce of taxes that were not 
permanent, and which could not of courſe be taken as part of 
a permanent fund, It was ſtated in that account that no leſs 
a ſum than 700,000], was to be deducted from the above ſum, 
| becauſe ſuch was the amount of temporary taxes; if then 
this ſtatement was correct, it would follow that the Right 
Hon. Gentleman had greatly over- ſtated the fund, which might 


be conſidered as permanent; and conſequently he would next 


year have occaſion to apply for aid to make good a deficiency 
in a fund which he had ſtated the preceding day as productive 
to the amount at which he had taken it. e 
Db Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that he had grounded what 
he had ſtated upon the moſt authentic accounts that could be ob- 


tained, and he believed they were perſectly accurate. He had firſt 


eſtimated the groſs produce of the taxes forming the aggregate 
fund, at 1 5,400, oool.; and from this ſum he had deducted what 
had been paid into it out of the produce of temporary taxes, and 

afterwards made allowance for the defalcation that would beocca- 

honed by taxes already repealed, or about to be repealed, which, 
together, amounted to i 10, oool. ſo that the ſum on whichhe might 
reckon as permanent, would be 15, 290, oo0l.— The printed ac- 
count of the three firſt quarters of the year 1793, quoted by 
the Right Hon. Gentleman, was correct and authentic; 
difference between it and that, on which he himſelf had ar- 
gued, might arife from the different way of making up accounts 
in the different departments of the revenue. In the Cuſtoms, 
for inſtance, the groſs E was generally given, without 
mentioning how much was to be paid out of it under the head 
of drawbacks or bounties; whilſt the accounts made up at 


the Exchequer ſtated the ſums actually paid in there; ſo that 
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on the firſt view of the totals of the two accounts, it would 
ſeem as if there was ſome miſtake in one of them, though in 
reality there was not any. e | | 

After further converſation, the Speaker put the queſtion on 
each Reſolution ſeparately, which paſſed without obſervation 
on any, except that when the reſolution for laying an addi- 
tional tax on bricks, ſlates, tiles, &c. was read, 

Mr. Baſtard ſaid, that in the weſt of England the principal 
manure of the country was marle; he hoped, therefore, that 
care would be taken in the framing of the bill which ſhould be 
brought in on this ſubject, that marle ſo uſed ſhould not be 
fubject to the tax. | | e 2203 {5 

The Reſolution paſſed without further remark. 55 

When the queſtion was put on the laſt reſolution, for ſub- 
jecting every perſon to be admitted in future to act as an at- 
torney to the payment of 10ol., | me vole EEE 

Mr. Folliſte ſaid, there might be good policy in the general 

poſe which this reſolution was intended to anſwer; but 
8 was a part of it which appeared to him to be highly ob- 
jectionable. . | & 9 3 . 

The Speaker told him that the queſtion then before the 
Houſe was, whether it ſhould agree with the committee'in that 
reſolution ? The Hon. Member muft therefore admit or re- 
E it in roro, for it could not, in that ſtage of the buſineſs, 
de admitted or rejected in part. If he had any partial ob- 
jection, he muſt reſerve it until a bill was brought in to give 
the reſolution the form and force of law, and when it was in 
the committee, he might regularly propoſe ſuch modification as 
ſhould appear to him expedient. by: | 
Ar. Jollifje in reply ſaid, he did not object generally to the 
whole of the refolution, but merely to a part: It might be 
prudent to ſubject all perſons who may in future be articled to 
attornies to the payment of 1ool. but he could not think it 
Juſt to impoſe this tax on perſons already articled, but not 
admitted: The reaſon was obvious; many youths might have 
been articled three, four, or five years ago, whoſe friends 
could not enable them to pay 100). for their admiſſion, and 
who, had they been able to foreſee ſo very extraordinary a tax 
as this, would have ſought ſome other kind of eſtabliſhment in 
life. If the reſolution were carried into a law, without modi- 
fication, it would place them preciſely in this fituation—that 
the time they have hitherto pafſed in qualifying themſelves for 
the profeſſion of the law, would be entirely loſt to them z and 
many of them would be left to learn ſome other buſineſs, at 2 
time of life when young men have generally ſorved out their 

3 a |  appret 


Fin. 6.) | WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS,” agg 
apprenticeſhip. He gave notice, therefore, that he would 
oppoſe a vetrſpective operation of this reſolution, when it 
ſhould appear before the Houſe in the ſhape of a bill. | 
"I FRENCH PROPERTY BILL, 

This bill was upon motion read a ſecond time; and upon 


the Speaker's putting the queſtion, © That this bill be com- | 


mitted,” _ | | | 

Mr. Joo roſe, and claimed credit from thoſe who heard 
him, when he declared he did not mean to oppoſe a bill upon 
the principle and object of which he believed there could not 


be two opinions; he begged to be underſtood as not meaning 


to offer the ſlighteſt objection to it, but intending merely to 
offer ſome ſuggeſtions which 8 to him material, for 
a 


the better effeCting the 2 all had in view by the meaſure. 
The title of the bill profeſſed it to have two objects, the one, to 
prevent the ruling power in France laying hold of the property 


of French ſubjeCts in this country, as a means to enable them 
to carry on the war; the other, to ſecure the faid property for 


the benefit of the owners, when that period ſhould happily 
arrive, when peace ſhould be reſtored between the two coun- 
ries. | 5 
He ſaid, he had attended to the bill minutely on the ſecond 
reading of it; and whatever proviſions it might contain, or 
however wiſely they may have been adapted, with regard to 
the firſt of theſe objects, he could not find in the bill any 
proviſion whatever for adequately ſecuring the latter. That 
difficulties occurred in the attempt to eſtabliſh ſo deſirable an 
object, he was well aware, and he hoped and truſted, that 
they would not only be ſeen, but met by the united wiſdom 
and talents of that Houſe, although he confeſſed that at preſent 
they were ſuch as, from the conſideration he had as yet been 
able to give the ſubject, he was unable to point out a remedy. 
The property of French individuals veſted in our funds, he 


had heard ſtated at 250,000. at leaſt it was ſaid not to ex- 


cced that ſum. He could not help dreading the danger of 
expoling perſons in France to perſecution and death, if any 
public authenticity were adopted for the aſcertaining and pre- 
ſerving to them their individual properties; and yet he had an 
invincible objection to that which might appear neceſſary, 
namely, the appointment of a ſecret commiſhon for the pur- 
poſe of aſcertaining the nature and extent of thoſe debts which 
are to be ſo retained. Another point on which he entertained 
doubts was, the property of individuals being left in the hands 
of the merchants here, and thence rendered ſubject to all the 
vieiſſitudes of trade and its conſequences. That which they 
might receive at the preſent day, they might loſe in the courſe 


or 
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of a ſew years by failures and a thouſand actidentsz and ever 
the intereſt, which ought to be gradually accumulating, would 


probably be neglected, to their manifeſt injury and detriment : 
Whereas it muſt be the meaning of the legiſlature to give fo- 


reigners the molt ample and indubitable ſecurity, that although, 
from motives of policy and humanity, it was deemed neceſſary 
to withhold and lock up, as it were, ſuch of the property of 
Frenehmen as was in England at preſent, yet when the war 
was at an end, they might lay their hands on what belonged 
to them, and carry it where they pleaſed, The bill, he 
feared, did not afford to foreigners a ſecurity commenſurate 
with its avowed object. Mr. Jekyll ſaid, he threw out theſe 
obſervations ſolely for the purpoſe of attracting the attention 
of thoſe who might be more capable than himſelf to obviate 
them. | | | + #7 
The Attorney General ſaid, he was confirmed in his opinion 
that no reaſonable objection would be ſtarted to the principle 
of a bill, which, as it regarded the nation, was entitled to be 


| conſidered a bill of protection; and as it regarded the natives 


of France, was to them, though ſubjects of a ſtate with which 


ve were at war, a bill of humanity, juſtice, and alſo a bill of 


protection. His learned friend, he obſerved, could not have 
very attentively conſidered the matter, or he would not have 
faid that the proteCtion held out by this bill to Frenchmen, 
owners of property m the hands of Engliſhmen, would be de- 
luſive. What was the ſecurity which ſuch Frenchmen had at 
this inſtant ? None but what was founded ſolely on the honour 
and integrity of their debtors. _ The law at this moment af+ 
forded them none ; for his learned friend well knew that if a 


| Frenchman were to bring an action at preſent in any of our 
courts for the recovery of the moſt. juſt debt, the defendant 


had only to plead - that the plaintiff was an alien enemy, and 
there would be an end of the action, for no action brought by 
a ſubject of a ſtate at war with us could, during the war, be 
entertained in our courts aſter ſugh a plea was once eſta- 
bliſhed. „ V 
After the paſſing of this bill the French creditor would be 
placed in this ſituation: Though his debtor ſhould have 98 
the money ten times over, in conſequence of a power of at- 
torney or bill of exchange, he cannot by proof of ſuch fact 
bar his creditor's claim, but muſt pay the money to him when 
ſued for it after the war. The bill, he ſaid, was to be con- 
ſidered in the two-fold light of a bill of protection to indivi- 
dual Frenchmen, and of defence to this kingdom. It was fit, 
therefore, as a defenſive meaſure, that the moſt effectual 


means ſhould be employed for preventing France from de- 
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riving from England any part of her reſources for carr ing on 
the war. For this purpoſe it was his intention to fill up the 
blank left in the firſt clauſe, for the deſcription of the penalty 
to be infſicted on thoſe who ſhould be guilty of a breach of it, 
with the words“ High Treaſon. Gentlemen would re- 
collect, that when the Alien Bill was under diſcuſſion laſt year, 
all mention of bills of exchange was omitted, on the idea that 
it was not likely that ſuch inſtruments would be reſorted to 
for procuring — for the Convention. But at preſent, it 
was not a matter of h eſis or ſpeculation, it was matter 
of fact and of notoriet that the Convention aĩmed at gaining 
ſupplies for the war, by means of bills of exehange. It was 
therefore a meaſure of ſelf-defence to make it high treaſon, in 
any one in this country to honour ſuch bills. | 
A breach of the ſecond clauſe, he ſaid, he would propoſe 
to puniſh by ſubjeRing thoſe convicted of having been guilty 
of it, to a premunire. by 85 
He was aware that difficulties might be ſtarted, and ob- 
jections urged againſt the bill; but he requeſted Gentlemen 
would be ſo good as to conſider it only as a part, not the whole 
of a plan; this part of it 8 its object to enact meaſures 
and could not be too ſpeedily 
carried into effect: The reſt of the plan would be made the 


ſubject of another bill, which being in its nature leſs preſſing, 


might be diſcuſſed more at leiſure, and with more deliberation 
than could be beſtowed on that, which was then immediately 
under the conſideration of the Houſe. | * 
After a ſhort converſation between Mr. Fox, the Attorney 
General, and Mr. Serjeant Adair, relative to ſome ſubſequent 
proviſion being made, for ſecuring the property of French 
ſubjects, now in the hands of merchants reſident in Great 
Britain, in truſt for their uſe, the bill was read a ſecond time, 
and ordered to be referred to a Committee, 
| SLAVE TRADE. WD 
Upon a motion, that Mr. Wilberforce be allowed to offer a 
propoſition on this ſubject, e EI? 1 
Mr. Caawthorne objected to going into a matter of ſuch great 


" _ 


importance, and which might lead to ſo much difcuſhon, oſ- 


pecially as other buſineſs was expected to come on, at ſo late an 
hour of the night; he therefore wiſhed it might be poſtponed 
to the firſt open day. | | NEE 
| The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, it appeared to him a 
little extraordinary, conſidering the time at which buſineſs was 
generally diſcuſſed in that Houle, a quarter before fix ſhould 
be ſo late an hour as to preclude their entering on the ſubject. 
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in queſtion; if, nevertheleſs, the next ſhould be an open day, 
and that the motion hinted at by an Hon. Member (Mr. Sheri- 
dan) was not likely to be brought forward, perhaps it would 
be as agreeable to all parties to let it ſtand over till then. 
M.. Fox aſſured the Houſe that his Hon. Friend (Mr. She. 
ridan), who had moved for various papers relative to the ſalaries 
and appointments of certain perſons, ſince the commencement 
of the war, was ill at preſent, and that was the only reaſon 
why he did not attend to make the motion of which he had 
given notice for that day. Mr. Fox ſaid, he would make in- 
quiry next day how his Hon. Friend Whs, and, if he had any 
authority for it, he would ſtate when his Hon. Friend was 
likely to be able to make his motion on the papers before the 
Houſe. | 5 | | 

Mr. Wilberforce, after a ſhort converſation with the Chan- 
celley of the Exchequer, agreed to delay his motion till the 
next day. 

Adjourned. 


FRIDAY, February 7. 


Mr. Roſe moved for leave to bring in a bill to indemniſy 
thoſe who had omitted to qualify themſelves to hold certain 
employments as the law requires. Ordered. ' 7 

The American Intercourſe Bill was read a third time, and 

—_— | 
4 The Land Tax Bill paſſed the Committee of the whole 
Houſe ; and perſons profeſſing the Catholic Religion were re- 
heved from the cuſtomary charge of double land tax. They 
are to pay only four ſhillings in the pound in future, like 
other fubjects. VVV 

The Malt Bill alſo paſſed a Committee of the whole 


Houſe. 


The report of both bills was ordered to be received on 
Monday. . | | 
SLAVE TRADE, 


Mr. Wilberforce ſaid, he ſhould at preſent trouble the Houſe 


bur for a very few moments, thinking it unneceſſary to take 


up their time by a ſtatement of the arguments which might be 
urged in favour of the motion he was about to make; he 
flattered himſelf that a bare reading of the queſtion itſelf 


would be ſufficient to inſure to it the general ſupport of the 


Houſe, and he conceived that any intentions of oppoſing it 
muſt have arifen from miſtaking its extent, 


His ſentimenis reſpecting the entire abolition of the Slave 


Trade, as being utterly inconliftent with every principle of 


s juſtice 


FF 


ies 
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juſtice and humanity, and his determination to perſevere to its 
final and complete extinction, were undoubtedly the ſame they 
had ever been; but his preſent motion would only go to pre- 
vent our ſupplying Slaves to Foreign Nations. He would only 
make two obſervations : Firſt, he would remind the Houſe that 
the ſupporters of the Slave Trade had reſted their cauſe on 
the ground of its being neceſſary to the well-being of our own 
Weſt Indian pofſeſhons, which could not otherwiſe be 
ſupplied with labourers. They who were fincere in this ob- 
jection, inſtead of oppoſing his preſent motion, ought moſt 
warmly to defend it; for, inſtead of abridging that ſupply, it 
muſt tend rather to increaſe it, and to prevent our raiſing up 
the Weſt Indian poſſeſſions of foreigners into competitors 
with our own. | . 

He muſt next deſire the Houſe to recolle& that it had been 
univerſally declared (whatever doubts there might be concern- 
ing the effects of aboliſhing a trade that had ſo long exiſted), 
that if the Slave Trade had as yet no exiſtence, and it were 
for the firſt time propoſed to ſet it on foot, there could not be 
two opinions on the ſubject. He was happy in being able to 
ſay that the trade againſt which he was now direCting his 
eſtorts, was almoſt, if not altogether diſcontinued, at the 
preſent moment; all therefore who were honeſt in the pre- 
ceding declaration would of courſe unite with him in prevent- 
ing its re al!!! 1246954 To | 

If any objections ſhould be brought forward, he reſerved 
to himſelf the right of replying to them. He would then only 
move for leave to bring in a bill for aboliſhing the trade for 
tupplying foreign territories with ſlaves. n 

The Speaker informed Mr. Wilberforce, that as his motion 
concerned the trade of this country, it was neceſſary that it 
ſhould originate in a Committee of the whole Houſe 37 and 
that the only regular ſtep that could be taken then was, to- 
move, That this motion be referred to ſuch a Committe. 

This intimation being adopted, it was moved, That this 
motion be referred to a oi of the whole Houſe.” - * 

Sir William: Young roſe to oppoſe the motion. Sir William 
ſaid, he applauded the humanity with which the Hon. Gentle-: 
man was aCtuated, but found himſelf, after mature deliberation 
of the ſubject, bound to give his negative to the motion then 
before the Houſe, as he had done to every other on the ſame 
ſubject. He conſidered it as a motion better ſuited to theory 
than practice. He thought it objectionable in various points 
of view: It was inefficient for the purpoſe profeſſed to be its 
object, it was unequal in itſelf, it was dangerous in point 
of time and experiment, and finally, it was vexatious to mer- 

> 2250 Pp 2 _ chants 
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chants concerned in our Weſt India trade. Sir William 


adverted to the ſituation of the foreign Weſt India iflands; that 
trade, which the preſent bill went to aboliſh, had now, he 


ſaid, hardly any exiſtence; from the French Weſt India 


iſlands, the perſons engaged in this traffic were entirely ex- 
cluded, and the trade to the Spaniſh iſlands was at an end, as 
he underſtood the perſons who had contracted for that, were 
not now in a ſituation to continue to carry it on. He there- 
fore thought the bill would be uſeleſs at the beſt, and ſhould 
therefore oppoſe it, and did not doubt but he ſhould have a 
majority; as many of the Gentlemen who concurted in the 
former vote, for the gradual abolition, did it from a hope, that 
it would ſettle the minds of the people upon the ſubject, and 
ſet the queſtion at reſt. - | 
Mr. Whitbread began with declaring that he would not en- 
ter into a diſcuſſion of the merits of rhe bill propoſed to be 
brought in by the preſent motion: But it was matter of ſingu- 
lar regret to him that this ſubject had not been more attended 
to in another Aſſembly, and more earneſtneſs manifeſted 
reſpeCting a matter of ſo much magnitude in itſelf, and fo 
much ſerious importance in the cauſe of humanity. He hoped 
the Hon. Mover of the queſtion would perſiſt in his firſt re- 
ſolution upon this ſubject for the total and immediate abolition 
of this abominable trade. He ſhould be ſorry indeed to fee an 
abatement in the zeal of that Houſe upon the ſubject. If 
they acted as they had done with a view of paſſing the matter 
by, without determining upon it, that was not, in his humble 
opinion, much to their credit. It was the undoubted duty of 
the Houſe of Commons to watch their conduct, and ſhew 
them that they were not. leſs zealous at this time than they 
were when they carried up their reſolution: That they were 
determined to keep the ſubject alive; that they would agitate it 
day after day, and from time to time, until they had brought 
that Aſſembly to a ſenſe of their ſhame, and a determination 
to do their duty, which at preſent they ſeemed unwilling to do. 
He therefore would put it to the Hon. Gentleman as a queſtion, 


whether he did not think it his duty to renew all his former 


meaſures for the abolition of the Slave Trade? It had been 
ſaid, that- the time was inconvenient for agitating the queſtion, 
and that the danger was great. No time could be inconvenient ; 
no danger could be ſo prefling as to allow that Houſe to con- 
tinue ſuch groſs injuſtice, as that which attended the Slave 
Trade. The Hon. Baronet, who oppoſed the motion then be- 
fore the Houſe, went ſome time ago to the Weſt Indies; when 
he came back, it was ſaid that he gave it as his opinion that the 
abolition of the Slave Trade was practicable; if fo, n 
| 85 | cou 
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could be no doubt of its expediency. It had been ſtated alſo 
by the Hon. Baronet that day, that almoſt the whole of the 
foreign” trade, the object of this motion, was at an end. 
Ought we not then to take the earlieſt opportunity of wiping 
away this ſtain upon our national character, eſpecially when 
doing ſo would not even be prejudicial to our commercial ad- 
vantages ? ' The Hon, Baronet had faid, that the bill juſt 
moved for, would be troubleſome and vexatious to the mer- 
chants who were concerned in the trade What was the trou- 
ble of merchants making up accounts? What was the vexa- 
tion of being obliged to attend to the regiſter of ſhips, and the 
examination of a few dockets, when put in competition with 


the continuance of a great, a groſs, and crying injuſtice, that 


revolted humanity and diſgraced the national character? 
What was the trouble of a few merchants, or their agents, upon 
a few points in trade, when compared with a traffic carried 
on by means of rapine, blood, and the murder of thouſands ? 
Such objections were as abſurd as they were mean and artifi- 
cial, Prejudice had too long defeated the admirable attempts 
of mercy. It was now neceſſary that the commotion ſhould 
ſubſide, and the unhappy African be indulged, not merely with 
the proſpect, but the poſſeſſion of peace. Surely it was not 


poſſible for that Houſe: to ſuffer ſuch a ſyſtem of infamy to 


continue, What reaſon was there that we ſhould ſanction a 
practice which deprived mankind of almoſt all the rights they 
were entitled to by nature? If he was juſtified in theſe obſerv- 
ations, the Houſe, he conceived, would not negative the mo- 
tion before them. Before he ſat down, however, he wiſhed to 
ſay, that his chief motive in riſing was for the purpoſe of 
calling on the Hon. Gentleman who made the motion, to renew 
his former reſolutions, and to bring them forward ſpeedily. 
Sir William Young ſpoke ſhortly in explanation. 


Colonel Caxvthorne oppoſed the motion, in a ſpeech of conſi- 


derable length. He ſaid, that every credit was due to the 
exertions of the Hon. Mover; and he could not help ex- 
preſſing his concern, that the act of laſt year had been frittered 
away by repeated modifications, by which means that act was 
rendered perfectly nugatory, and he truſted that this would 
appear ſo too; He avowed his intentions of oppoſing every 
meaſure that had the. ſmalleſt reference or tendency to an 
abolition of the trade. When the diſadvantages to private 
E when the deficiencies of public revenue, which 
ſuch a meaſure would occaſion, were conſidered, in his opi- 
mon, it demanded the moſt firm and perſevering oppoſition. 
This was juſtifiable, if neceſſary, both on patriotic principles 
and for e. ſake of individual ſecurity; but in the 
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caſe 1t was not neceſſary, becauſe the propoſition itſelf was 
nugatory. It was nugatory in the retroſpect to the ceffation 


of commerce between foreign colonies ſince the commence. 


ment of hoſtilities : ' It was nugatory, ſince the proclamation 
of French ſentiments, and the confuſed condition of the 
French republic. Whatever were the pretended motives of 
religion, juſtice, and humanity, he ſuſpected the real motives 
of the enthuſiaſts who propoſed the abolition of the Slave 
Trade, and ſtill perſiſted in believing that their proceedings 
were rather attributable to their diſaffection. That party had 
for years betrayed ſymptoms of their hatred towards the con- 
ſtitution of this country. It became an obligation of duty, 


therefore, to counteract the premeditated evil, and prevent 


the danger before it raged beyond the reach of remedy. There 


might poſſibly be a colluſion with other agents, a combination 


of conſpiracies, wherein the attainment of this object would 
encourage them to purpoſes of greater outrage, and finally 
eſtabliſh that ſyſtem which it was only concerted to deſtroy. He 
would therefore vote againſt the motion, beheving lincerely 
that all thoughts of aboliſhing the Slave Trade originated 


wholly and entirely with thoſe. who were the enemies of this 


country and the conſtitution of it, both in church and ſtate. 
Mr. Dent oppoſed the motion alſo, and remonſtrated againſt 

the formality of a committee on the ſubject. Whether par- 

tial or general, the meafure was, in his idea, ſo contrary to that 


policy by which this nation had been ſupported and enriched, ' 


that it appeared to him that none but enthuſiaſts could ap- 
prove it. Already the queſtion, of the abolition of the Slave Trade, 
which but two years ſince was fo loudly and ſo vehemently con- 
demned, had been wrecked; and only a few of. the partizans 
that ſo eagerly embarked in it, were left to collect the disjointed 
materials of their venture; and even theſe in a ſhort time, he 
doubted not, would be engulphed in oblivion. On the preſent 
project depended the final abolition, and then what would be the 
reſult, but anarchy and rebellion ? He proceeded to itate the 
ſuppoſed evils attending a final abolition, and repeated ſeveral 


of the opinions that had before been publiſhed at the time 


that meaſure was in agitation, when | . 
Mr. Fenkinſon. role to ſpeak to order, and requeſted the 
Speaker to ſtate the queſtion, before the Houſe, for the Gen- 
tleman's information. N | pits > 8 
The Speaker complicd. | „ | 
Ar. Dent roſe again, and apologized for his digreſſion. Ile 
feared that the preſent was not a time for the  prevention"of 
the Slave Trade with foreign colonies, as many of our mer- 
chants might be ruined by it. Failures at Liverpool, to _ 
1 exte 
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extent of zoo; ooo. had: already happened, ſome of which he 
ſuſpected might have partly originated in conſequence of the 
propoſed abolition; more perhaps might follow, and our 
growing proſperity be thus unfortunately checked. He took 
a view of the ſituation of our colonies, and the condition of 
the negroes, and anticipated the conſequences of their eman- 
cipation. He next proceeded to advert to the ſpecies of reform 
which was in his opinion neceſſary in every conſtitution 

when he was ſtopped by the 3 of the Speaker, for 
irregularity; upon which he concluded, with declaring that 


he ſhould give his negative to the motion. 5 


Alderman Newnham ſaid, he muſt give his negative to the 
motion, as it might lead to the ruin of individuals, and the 
diminution of the ſupplies of the ſtate. Hitherto we had 
cvinced the neceſſity of ſecuring private property; and now 
we were called upon to be the firſt to invade it: Hitherto we 
had been diſtreſſed for raiſing the ſupplies required for the 
public ſervice; and now we were ſubtracting thoſe which ime 
poſed no burden of ſeverity, and of which no complaint had 
been made. For what reaſon ſhould we emancipate thoſe, 
who, from indiſputable authority, had been proved to be in a 
better condition than the labouring peaſants in this country ? 
Much had been urged, of the cruelties that they ſuffered, and 
the barbarities of their maſters, Hiſtory had been traced back 
for more than a century, to ſearch out and ſelect the records 
of theſe abominable crimes z and what had been thus diligently 
fought after, had been aggregated and exaggerated, to ſerve 
the purpoſes of enthuſiaſm, and delude the weak and pitying 
multitude. The ſame means would apply to render matri- 
mony deteſtable. Every Gentleman was aware, that, in the 
marriage ſtate, which was dignified with the epithet of ble/ed, 
there exiſted petty feuds and reſentful animoſities. Every 
Gentleman had read and heard of infidelity and puniſhment, 
of flagrant enormities, of men beating their wives, and wives 
injuring their huſbands, of acts of violence, and not unfre- 
quently of murder. Would any one, becaufe theſe abuſes 
have exiſted, maintain the neceſſity of aboliſhing the nuptial 
law? The Alderman contended that the ſimilitude was juſt, 
and the concluſions were the ſame. Slaves in the Weſt Indies 
were confefſedly happier than in their native country; and ex- 
perienced, in general, as mild and attentive treatment from 
their maſters, as ſervants do in England: Nay, their treatment 
might almoſt be ſaid to be equal, in every degree, to that 
which children received from their parents. There was a 
mutual, intereſt between the planter and the flave, which 
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.enforced compaſſion and duty. Let it be recollected, that if 
the ſlaves in the Britiſh colonies wete liberated, thoſe of other 


nations would ſtill be yoked, and wear their fetters. What 


then would await our partial favour, but diſadvantage and 
remorſe? Negroes were frequently brought from the coaſts 
of Africa to our Weſt India iflands, at great trouble and great 
expence : On their arrival, it had often been found, that the 
markets were over-ſtocked, and that there were no purchaſers, 
What then was the reſult? Were they to be re-ſhipped to 
their native ſhore ? or were they to be landed to the loſs of 
the trader, to ſubſiſt as they could, by rapine and murder? 
Our foreign commerce obviated theſe exceſſes. So long as the 
trade ſhould be tolerated, ſo long muſt the commerce with fo- 
reign colonies alſo be allowed. Actuated by theſe conſiderations, 
the Alderman ſaid, he ſhould give his negative to the motion. 
Colonel Turleton declared, that he entertained a fimilar 
opinion. As an advocate for the reform of repreſentation in 
this country, he ſhould alſo be an advocate for any rational 
reform in the purchaſe and treatment of the ſlaves in our plant- 
ations ; but he wiſhed to call the attention of the Houſe to 
the change of circumſtances that had occurred fince the 
queſtion of the Slave Trade had laſt been > rao We were 
at preſent engaged in a dreadful and expenſive war. In theſe 
times, therefore, of difficulty and danger, it ſtrongly behoved 
the legiſlature to interfere with great delicacy concerning any 
ſubject, which might, in its conſequences, affect the revenue. 
The Colonel profeſſed himſelf to be the ſteady advocate of mode- 
rate reform, — an enemy to all reformation that attacked either 
public or private property. If the Slave Trade were propoſed 
to be eſtabliſned de novo, he admitted that his opinion would 
lead him to oppoſe it; but in its preſent ſtate he thought it 
could not be aboliſhed without much injury, particularly to 
our trade. That trade was, in ſome reſpects, peculiarly cir- 
cumſtanced. The ſhips employed were ſtout ſhips, that 
needed no convoy, and chelate we had the benefit of their 
commerce, without the expence attending other trades. It 
was beſides to be conſidered, that we were laying a reſtraint 
upon our commerce, and impeding the exertions of the mer- 
chant, upon whoſe proſperity the intereſt of this country moſt 
eſſentially depended. ' i 
The Colonel deſired the Houſe to recollect, that to the Weſt 
Indies alone we could look for a proſpect of indemnification for 
our expences in the war; and therefore any meaſures which 
tended to endanger the ſecurity of thoſe iſlands as a part of the 
Britiſh dominions, ſhould be nicely balanced, fcrupulouſly 
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examined, and moſt deliberately decided upon. For theſe 


reaſons, the Colonel ſaid, he felt it his duty to give his 


negative to the motion. 3 Tp 

Lord Fielding wiſhed to know from the Honourable Moves, 
if this bill would prevent the importation of ſlaves into ſuch 
of the foreign Weſt India iflands as might fall into our hands. 

Mr. Wilberfaree replied in the negative. 2 

Mr. Dudley Ryder ſaid, that he could not but expreſs his 
aſtoniſhment at the reception which the preſent queſtion had 
experienced. On the expoſition of the bill. brought forward 
aſt year, it had been ſaid that, as a motive of oppoſition to its 
purport, the deſtruction of a trade ſo very profitable, was an 
innovation as dangerous in execution, as it was abſurd in 


policy: Now it has been urged as an argument, that there 


was no trade, and therefore the bill was inefficacious and 
ſuperfluous... He confeſſed he was not a little ſurpriſed at the 


inconſiſtency, but it did not end here; Gentlemen had ex- 
preſſed no ſingle objection to the theory of the bill, but had 


admitted that it was a meaſure fit to be purſued, and laudable, 


could it be done gradually: And upon this occaſion it was 
oppoſed, though it was the firſt ſtep that led towards the 


gradual abolition. At that time the meaſures to be adopted 


were only partial; at preſent they were not ſo, but likely to 


be general. Another inconſiſtency was to be adverted to, viz. 
that we could regulate the trade better, and with greater effect 


in point of humanity; but that other countries would not: 


We are therefore to continue ravaging and ſtripping a Ry 


of its inhabitants, bringing them into that ſituation in which 


they are li to diſeaſe, infection, and cruelty, becauſe ſome 
other country, which might think proper to enter into ſuch 
2 commerce, would be inclined to treat them with ſtill greater 
ſeverity; and that more perſecution would occur to that un- 


tortunate people than was likely to be the caſe with us. He 


entered into a general view of the advantages accruing from 
the trade upon the moderate terms of the motion, which was 


a gradual method. of abolition, and the preſent ſtate, which 


the oppoſers ſo inconſiſtently juſtified. _ 4 
Myr. Lechmere thought the preſent not a fit time to agitate 
the ſubject. It was true that the motion had nothing to do 


with the general queſtion of abolition : But, as all Europe was: 


now in confuſion, it would be highly imprudent to adopt any 
meaſure of untried expedience; and if it were purſued, he 
law reaſon to fear great injury would be done to the com- 
mercial intereſt of the nation. At preſent no prohibition to 
trade to our own iſlands with flaves was in exiſtence; and 
therefore, if ſhips could not diſpoſe of their freights there, it 
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would be highly dettimental to prevent their diſpoſing of them 
to the planters of foreign iſlands. In his mind it 3 
the moſt fatal conſequences. If the trade were already 
dropped, he ſaid, the motion was ufelefs: If it was not, it 
would be injurious; and, therefore, he would vote againſt it. 
Mr. Eaff gave it as his opinion, that however political it 
might be to attempt to conceal it, the real queſtion aimed at 
was the total abolition of the Slave Trade; and therefore he 
conceived that Mr. Whitbread, though differing totally in 
opinion with him, had met it in the moſt manly way. The 
motion appeared to him to be inconſiſtent with the previous 
reſolutions of the Houſe for a gradual abolition of the Slave 
Trade, inaſmuch as it went to an immediate abolition of part 
of that trade.” When the abolition had been firſt propoſed, 
it was univerſally allowed, that a ſubject of ſo much importance 
ought to be diſcuſſed with caution, with deliberation, with 
candour, and ſolemnity. Every party was to be heard, and 
every part of the ſubject to be examined. That example had 
been imitated by the Lords. Two years had been occupied in 
the diſcuſſion of the meaſure by the Commons; and as the 
Lords muſt neceſſarily be equally deſirous of gaining the fulleſt 
information, before they came to decide upon the reſult of a 
comprehenſive and complicated body of evidence, they merit- 
ed the utmoſt praiſe for proceeding with extreme caution and 
extreme deliberation. Whenever the Houſe of Peers was 
mentioned, Mr. Eaft faid, it ought to be with that reverence 
and reſpect which their rank and ſituation claimed, He con- 
tended that this was not the time for any alteration in the 
compact with the flaves. When war raged abroad, and diſ- 
truſt and jealouſy prevailed at home, it would be manifelily 
wrong to riſk any additional evil. When the minds of the 
ſlaves were heated and agitated as they had been by the excite- 
ment of falſe hopes, and when we were deſirous of retaining 
the eſteem and confidence of the merchants and planters in 
our Welt Indian colonies, it was improvident and dangerous 
in the extreme to excite apprehenſion and alarm, or publith 
doctrines which, however ſpecious in the theory, might by 
their practice precipitate and entail ruin and fruitleſs remorſe. 
After a variety of attempts, and a tedious procels, -to-accom- 
Pliſh an abolition of- the trade, the meaſure had been over- 
ruled by a large and decided majority. To quiet the minds o 
the Gentlemen, however, who had been inflamed or milled 
by the falſe, philoſophical expreſſions of humanity, which 
he believed ſubſiſted more in words than thought, ſome allevi- 
ation had, he ſuppoſed, been given by the conſent of that 


Houſe to a gradual abolition. Yet but a ſhort time had _ 
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before the ſelf-ſame propoſitions' are made de novo, though 


brought forward in an aſſumed diſguiſe; for exactly what 


_ thoſe propoſitions were in ſubſtance, the preſent were in fact. 


Mr. Eaſt concluded with ſaying, that he thould give his deci- 
five negative to the motion. n . 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer obſerved, that his Hon. 
Friend (Mr. Ryder) had already ſhewn the inconſiſtency of 
the arguments uſed by the Hon. Gentlemen who oppoſed the 
preſent motion; it was unneceſſary, therefore, for him to go 
over the ſame ground. The Hon. Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, 


had indeed endeavoured to prove ſome inconfiſtency between 


the preſent motion, and the former reſolutions of the Houſe : 
He therefore wiſhed to recal diſtinctly to their recolleCtion 
what thoſe reſolutions were, and what were the grounds on 


which they paſſed. The Hon. Gentleman who ſpoke laſt had 


ſaid, that the Houſe had paſſed thoſe reſolutions on the prin- 
ciple * of thereby ſetting the queſtion of the Slave Trade at reſt.” 
He wiſhed to know what the Hon. Gentleman could mean by 
that expreſſion ? Was it to be ſuppoſed, that the Houſe meant, 
g a reſolution gradually to aboliſh the Slave Trade, 
to do nothing elſe than paſs the refolution, and never actually 
to aboliſh it? And yet this was the only way in which he 
could underſtand the 'Hon. Gentleman's obſervation to have 
any weight, as applied againſt the preſent queſtion. _ 

The caſe was ſhortly this: The Houſe had reſolved totally 
to aboliſh the Slave Trade in the year 1796. His Hon. Friend 
(the Mover) had, indeed, previouſly propoſed the immediate 
abolition, and he had himſelf, be with many others, 
given his vote for that queſtion; a vote which the more he 
reflected on it, the more was he ſatisfied with having given, 
and which he was perſuaded he ſhould never repent of to the 
laſt day of his life. The Houſe, however, had thought proper 


to negative the motion for an unqualified abolition : But on 


what ground had they done it? Not on the ground of their 
wiſhing, with the Hon. Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, to perpe- 
tuate the Slave Trade, who was left in a very ſmall minority 
when that queſtion was at iſſue: Not on the ground of their 
wiſhing, a very long continuance of it, as the ſubſequent vote 
to aboliſh it in 1796 plainly ſnewed. But they negatived the 
queſtion of immediate abolition, and agreed to aboliſh it in 


+1796, on the following ground: It was thought by many 


that if the Slave Trade was ſo ſuddenly put an end to, great 
and ſerious miſchief might be done to our Weſt India planta- 
tions; it was thought alſo by ſome, that however juſtice 
might call for the abolition of the trade, yet there were ſome 
oppoſing claims of juſtice alſo to be conſidered, and that on 
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theſe grounds ſome time ought to be given, it being at the 
ſame time generally admitted, that the trade was of fuch a 
nature that it was not fit to be continued, | 2 
Theſe objections to the immediate abolition had not weighed 
indeed with him; he had endeavoured to prove the fallacy of 
them. Gentlemen who favoured the longer contiguance of 
the trade had argued for its continuance, and thoſe Gentlemen 
who objected to any abolition at all had, in like manner, been 
heard in favour of their propoſition. 'The Houſe had de- 
cided between theſe ſeveral parties; never. was a queſtion 
more fully argued ; and he appealed to the Houſe, whether, 
Judging from the expreſſions then uſed in debate, as well as 
from the very nature of the vote that was paſſed, the grounds 
and principles which he had mentioned were not thoſe on 
which the reſolution come to by the Houſe of Commons was 
founded ? | 


Where then was the inconſiſtency of the motion now pro- 


poſed? The Houſe having determined that the Slave Trade 
ſhall be aboliſhed, but having poſtponed the period of abolition 
till the year 1796, on account of ſome ſuppoſed detriment or 
injuſtice to our Welt India iſlands, a motion is this day made 
to aboliſh immediately that part of the Slave Trade which does 
not reſpe& our Weſt India iſlands, but which applies to the 
foreign iſlands only. It was alſo to be obſerved, that the 
foreign Slave Trade having actually ceaſed of itſelf, the 
motion was not ſo much a motion to aboliſh it, as to prevent 
its revival. The queſtion was, whether we ſhould ſuffer 
Britiſh ſubjeCts again to ſet on foot a branch of that trade, the 
whole of which the Houſe had condemned as unjuſt, and had 
on that ground forbid the continuation of beyond 1996? It 
was by no means inconſiſtent to aboliſh a part of that now, of 
which the whole was determined to be aboliſhed two years 
hence. On the contrary, the meaſure now propoſed might 
be conſidered as one ſtep towards the gradual abolition that 
was agreed upon. I e 
An argument againſt the preſent queſtion had been at- 
tempted to be drawn from the proceedings on this ſubject 
now pending in the other Houſe. In his opinion, the con- 
ſideration of thoſe proceedings led to the adoption of the pre- 
ſent motion. Without entering into the particular diſcuſſion 
of any thing that had paſſed in the Houſe of Lords, he 
thought it proper to obſerve, that their Lordſhips had, in 
point of fact, ſpent only four days in the whole of the laſt year 
in examining the Slave Trade evidence. e 
What were the reaſons that induced the Houſe of Lords to 
beſtow ſo few days on the examination of a ſubject which 
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ſo deeply engaged the Houſe of Commons, and had occupied 
ſo vaſt a portion of the time of their Committee, it did not 


belong to him to inquire. He wiſhed to ſpeak with that re- 


ſpect which was due from one Houſe of Parliament to the 
other, and he muſt preſume, therefore, that their Lordſhips 


had good reaſons for the ſlowneſs of their proceedings; but if 


he aſſumed this to be the caſe, he was only bound ſo much the 


more to vote for the preſent motion, the object of which was, 


to ſeparate that part of the Slave Trade in queſtion, which 
was ſhort and fimple, and admitted of a more immediate de- 
ciſion, from that other part of it, which involved ſo long an 
examination. He thought the Houſe was bound, therefore, 
on every principle of conſiſtency, to ſend up a ſeparate bill to 
their Lordſhips for the abolition of the Foreign Slave Trade; 
for the continuance, or rather the revival of which, no man 
could ſay that any argument, either of neceſſity or of juſtice 
to individuals, or of great national policy, could be pleaded. 
Under all the circumſtances that he had ſtated, Mr. Pitt 


ended by obſerving, that all thoſe who had voted for 


the immediate abolition, muſt unqueſtionably vote for the 
preſent motion; all thoſe Who had voted for the reſolution 
agreed to by the Houſe to aboliſh the whole trade in 1796, 
on the grounds which he had ſtated, would alſo vote for the 
preſent motion; all thoſe who had favoured a gradual but 
more diſtant abolition on the fame grounds, muſt alſo vote 
for the preſent motion; all thoſe who, though they were 
againſt a general abolition, were againſt it only on the ground 
of danger to our Weſt India colonies, would alfo vote for the 
preſent motion. -He added, that all thoſe Gentlemen who 
were againſt a general abolition on other grounds, might ne- 
vertheleſs . or the motion; for the abolition of the Foreign 
Slare Trade was altogether a diſtinct queſtion from that of 
general abolition. - The propoſition then before the Houle, 
was one which all friends to the general abolition, of what- 
ever claſs, muſt agree to, and in which many even of its ene- 
mies might join on very obvious grounds, without any im- 
peachment of their conſiſtency. - 4 1 
Mr. Payne profeſſed himſelf to diſlike the motion. He 
admitted, that when humanity was oppoſed to intereſt, the 


latter ought to give way; in the preſent inſtance, however, 


he was of opinion, that the natives of Africa were not yet 
ſufficiently matured by civilization to receive their liberty and 
freedom; and that emancipating thoſe who were not ſuffi- 


cently enlightened to underſtand and feel the bleſſings of li- 


berty, would be like putting a ſword into the hands of a mad- 
man. The flaves in Africa, it was generally agreed, were in 
| | . a much 
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a much worſe fituation than thoſe in the Weſt Indies; and 
though our humanity led us to prohibit the importation to 
the Weſt Indies, yet we increaſed their numbers in the colo- 
nies by encouraging their breed as much as poſſible. This 


appeared to him to be a tacit and indirect acknowledgment, 


that we were willing to do that in a manner leſs glaring and 
obvious to common obfervation, which we pretended to be 
aſhamed to do publicly, and in the face of day. | 


Mr. Whitbread roſe again and ſaid, he could not but think 


the progreſs of the preſent queſtion unfavourable ; but till, 
keeping thoſe opinions in his mind which he ever had, and 
which he ſhould continue to the end of his life'to cheriſh on 
the ſubject, he ſhould give his unconditional ſupport to the 
motion; and he could not but remark how very inconſiſtent 
thoſe arguments were, which had been urged in oppoſition to 
a queſtion ſo unobjectionable in itſelf, Every Gentleman who 
recollected the ample diſcuſſion which this important queſtion 
had undergone (he believed the moſt extenſive that any had 
ever experienced), muſt be conſcious. of the neceſſity, the 
od ſenſe, and the humanity of the abolition; the event had 
ully proved it, for the reſolution of the Houſe had decreed 
the gradual abolition. The aim at preſent was no more 
than the deſtruction of the foreign trade, which might be 
conſidered as the firſt ſtep ; and he could not conceive how 
Gentlemen could reconcile the inconſiſteney to their under- 
ſtanding, that the motion was precipitate, when only part of 
the trade was the conſideration. From the principles he 


mentioned, he would be free to dectare, that this was the | 


proper time for putting an end to that part particularly, when 
the Gentlemen in the oppoſition' faid that the trade was 
nearly deſtroyed. In order that we might ſlowly, but effec- 
tually, prevent any revival of this abominable traffic, the 
Houſe had concurred in the gradual abolition. Mr. Whit- 
bread ſaid, he muſt reprobate the idea thrown out by the 
Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, that the Houſe wiſhed to get rid 
of the meaſure ;-the only objection offered to agitating the 
ſubject in the laſt ſeſſion was, the fear that was entertained of 
precipitation; in the principle of alteration all were unani- 
mous; but a dreadful effect was apprehended from the vio- 
lence of the change; and the ſole queſtion to be conſidered 
was, whether the injury of the abolition was not greater than 
the injury of the continuation, till the gradual abolition could 
take place. He certainly muſt regret, Mr. Whitbread ſaid, 
in common with every man, the delay which had attended the 
proſecution of this meaſure; in the laſt ſeſſion he believed 
only four days had becn expended for diſcuſſion of oye 
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ject; but he thought that an additional reaſon for agreeing to 
980 into A Committee, 28 the preſent object, the foreign 
trade, was that which required leaſt conũderation, and would 
take up leſs time in examination than any otber; it would 


therefore (feeling, as he did, the reſpect due from one branch 
of the legiſlature to another) be taking ſome part of the weight 
from off their ſnoulders. This mode would completely render 


the advancement of the original motion practicable; and no- 
thing could better effect that purpoſe than ſending this bill 
ſeparately to the Houſe of Lords. Mr. Whitbread concluded 


with obſerving, that he canſidered every member of the Houſe 
as bound in principle to ſupport the motion, and exert his beſt, 


elforts for its ſupport. We 


Mr. W. Smith (who has ever diſtinguiſhed himſelf as one 


of the warmeſt advocates for the abolition of the Slave Trade) 
ſupported the motion; and in. anſwer. to the obſervation of 


Mr. Alderman Newnham, relative to the danger of the ne- 
groes being put to death, if we did not purchaſe them, ſtated, 


that the minds of the negroes had already become more tracta- 


ble ſince their condition had become an object of parliamentary 


diſcuſſion, that thoſe of the traders had been meliorated, and 


that leſs murders were committed even on their on coaſts 
than formerly. In proof of this aſſertion, with the permiſſion 


of the Houſe, he related an account which he had lately re- 


ceived, from which it appeared, that a converſation had, 
within the laſt ſix or twelve months, taken place between 


ſome flave· buyers and ſlave- ſellers on the coaſt. Some veſſels 
arrived off the coaſt of Africa for the tranſportation of ſlaves 
to cur colonies.” A contract was propoſed for the purchaſe of 
lome negroes. The parties differed, in the price of the com- 
modity. In conſequence of the extraordinary care and atten- 
tion lately beſtowed on the negroes in the Welt Indies, the 
purchaſe of them having been- greatly reduced, the money 
offered by the captains of the veſſels to the dealers was not 


| deemed. adequate to their value; the flave-ſeller refuſed to 


part with his ſlaves, ſaying, that rather than ſell them for that 
price, he would put them all to work. The conſequence 
was, that, as both parties perſiſted in their appreciation, the 
dealers employed the flaves in the cultivation of the earth on 


their own coaft, and the captains of the veſſels were obliged 


to ſeek for a cargo elſewhere. 


Mr. Wilberforce obſerved, that though the arguments, ſuch 


as they were, which had been urged againſt his motion, had 


been already abundantly anſwered, he muſt trouble the Houſe 


With a very few remarks, to which he felt himſelf ſtron 


unpelled, by the language he had juſt heard from ſome of his 
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opponents; and as advantage had been taken of his having 
purpoſely. forborne from arguing againſt the | injuſtice and 
cruelty of the Slave Trade in general, as being unneceſſary to 
his preſent purpoſe, he muſt begin by reminding Gentlemen, 
that there was a place called Africa, where the effects of this 
deteſted traffic were every-where written in characters of 
blood. | | | vi . 
He muſt next remind them of what they appeared to have 
forgotten; that there were ſuch principles as juſtice and reli- 


gion. Gentlemen were fond of talking of humanity, but the 


term was ſo indeterminate in its application, and had been ſo 
groſly abuſed, that, for his you e was almoſt: ſick of it, 
and was rather deſirous of reſting his cauſe on the ſolid, un- 
Aterable principles of juſtice and religion. | 

An Honourable Member behind him, who. was in the 
Houſe when the buſineſs was firſt agitated, and having been 
ſome time out of Parliament, had lately reſumed his ſeat, 
muſt, he thought, have been aſleep during the mterval, or he 
would not have again revived. that antiquated, and ſo long 
dormant argument, that if the Slave Trade ſhould be abo- 


liſhed, the ſlaves in hand, not finding purchaſers, would all 
be maflacred. If the Hon. Gentleman was really in earneſt, - 


it might be ſufficient to refer him to a recent fact, which had 


been ſtated by his Hon. Friend, that when, in conſequence 


of the demand for flaves having been lately leflened, the 
captains of certain ſlave-ſhips which were on the coaſt, thought 
they might take the opportunity of greatly reducing the 
prices, the natives refuſed to conſent to the abatement, and 
declared, they would ſet the flaves to work, rather than {ell 
them at ſo low a rate. But he need not reſort to. this ſolitary 
inſtance: The accounts received by the. Sierra-Leone Com- 
pany ſhewed that the declenſion of the Slave Trade, inſtead 
of being followed by any bad conſequences, was every-where 
producing and favouring' the growth, and progreſs, and ge- 
neral prevalence of commerce, agriculture, and civiliza- 
tion, throughout the deſolated coaſt of Afriea. 


Several objections had been taken againſt his preſent mo- 


tion, on account of ſome particular clauſes contained in his 
bill of the laſt year, but it was whally out of order to difculs 
theſe in the preſent ſtate of the queſtion. He was now only 
moving for leave to bring in a bill, and for aught any Gentle- 
man had a right to ſay, the bill he ſhould now bring in might 
be extremely different from that of the laſt year. e 
But the arguments which had been urged againſt him the 
moſt confidently, were grounded on this being an improper 
tim for the bringing forward of this ſubject in any . Ep 
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for his own part, he was of a directly oppoſite opinion, being 
erſuaded that, for many reaſons, the preſent time was above 


all others the fitteſt for the purpoſe. In the firſt place, as he 


had before ſtated, the foreign Slave Trade had, at this time, 

almoſt entirely ceaſed; all therefore that was now neceſſary, 

was to prevent its revival. In the next place, this certainly 

was a time when, of all others, it was deſirable to impreſs 

the public mind with reſpect for the character of Parliament, 

and it could not but produce ſentiments of a very different 

nature, if, in direct violation too of their own ſolemn decla- 
rations, they ſhould appear willing to return again to a ſyſtem 
of wickedneſs they had determined to abandon. 

But he muſt go ſtill further; what opinion would be formed 
of the Hauſe of Commons, if, after declaring in their late 
Addreſs to his Majeſty, in the face of all Europe, That 
they would ſtudy to render their conduct a contraſt to that of 
their enemies, and, by cultivating and practiſing the princi- 
ples of humanity, and the duties of religion, would endeavour 
to merit the continuance of the Divine favour and protection, 
which had been ſo eminently experienced by theſe kingdotns,” 
if they were ſo ſoon to forget this ſolemn declaration, and to 
act on the very principles they had affected to condemn ? 
There was no man, Mr. Wilberforce ſaid, who was, perhaps, 
more deeply impreſſed than himſelf, with a ſenſe of the enor- 
mities that had been practiſed in a neighbouring country; but 
he muſt plainly declare, that the Slave Trade afforded through- 
out but too faithful a parallel. Did the French ſeek to fill 
their exchequer, by confiſcations and unjuſt convictions ? So 
did we, by our agents in the Slave Trade. Did the French 
ſeek to enrich themſelves by rapine and ſlaughter, by acts of 
injuſtice and violence at home, and by depredations on their 
neighbours? This was the very picture of the Slave Trade as 
carried on in Africa. And as for the ſhocking impieties of 
the French, the Slave Trade, he muſt ſay, was a ſyſtem of 
practical atheiſm ; and he thought Gentlemen ought either to 
avow the principle, or abandon the practice. It was moſt of 
all diſguſting, to hear men take the name of religion into 
their mouths, and then diſgrace it by the ſhameleſs violation 
of its dictates. This, he confefled; was to his mind a moſt 
awtul conſideration. - 'The preſent was a critical period, 
when every one who did not diſclaim the very idea of the 
protection of Providence, muſt be ſolicitous to avert the ga- 
thering ſtorm, by deſiſting from whatever might tend to draw 


down the Divine vengeance. _ | 
The guilt of ſuch a ſyſtem of wickedneſs and cruelty as the 
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his country would gladly diſencumber her. © Let me it 
heavy on thy ſoul to-morrow.” The conſciouſneſs of ſuch 
crimes, deliberately and ſyſtematically adhered to, was enough 
to weigh down the ſpirits of every religious mind. 

With regard to the appeal which had been made to him by 
an Hon. Member (Mr. Whitbread), he felt the more dif. 
poſed to attend to it, becauſe of the uniform and zealous 
ſupport that Gentleman had always afforded him. He would 


aſſure the Hon. Gentleman, that his zeal was in no degree 


abated; he certainly thought, on the whole; that it was better, 
on the day on which he was then ſpeaking, 3 to bring 
forward the bill for preventing the ſupplying of foreigners, 
but he would not pledge himſelf for what he might do the 
very next day; and as his reſolution never to deſiſt from his 
efforts till a complete abolition ſhould be obtained, remained 
as ſtrong as ever, ſo he ſhould certainly loſe no opportunity 
of carrying his determination into effect. 

The Houſe divided, for the motion „ 
i | | Againſt it _ 40 

The bill was then ordered to be brought in. 

„ SALARIES, &c. 
Mr. Fox ſignified from Mr. Sheridan, that he ſhould be 


ready any day in the next week, to make his motion on the 
Salaries and Appointments of different Gentlemen, ſince the 


commencement of the war. It was then underſtood that it 


would come on on Tueſday, if Mr. Wigley's motion ſhould 

not be very long. Fig | | 
It was underſtood alſo, that Mr. Fox's motion on the Con- 

voys ſhould ſtand for Thurſday. x 
Adjourned to Monday. 


* 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Monpar, February 10. | 


The Earl of Lauderdale (on the part of the Marquis of Lanſ- 
down) gave notice. of the intention of the Marquis to bring 
forward a motion on Friday next, tending to give peace to the 
country, upon which he moved their Lordſhips to be ſummon- 
ed.—Ordered. | 5 

The Earl of Albemarle moved, that their Lordſhips be ſum 
moned for Monday next, when he would ſtate his fentiments 
in ſupport of a motion which he ſhould take the liberty of 


oftering to their Lordſhips on the ſubject of the illegality of 


landing foreign troops in England, without the conſent of 
Parliament previouſly obtained, —Ordered. h 


HANO- 
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1 ; HANOVERIAN TROOPS. . 

Mr. Whitbread roſe to ſubmit a motion to the Houſe, to 
which he did not conceive any oppoſition could be given, By 
the Papers upon their Table, it appeared that a _ of no 
leſs than 18,000 Hanoverian troops had been taken into the 
pay of this country. 'There had alſo been laid upon their 
Table, a number of Treaties entered into by the King of Great 
Britain and ſeveral German Princes, upon the ſubject of taking 
their reſpeCtive troops into Britiſh pay; but among theſe he 
could not find any contract or treaty, by virtue of which the 
Hanoverian troops were fo ſubſidized. Now it was certain, 
that Hanover was a Sovereignty perfectly diſtin from that of 
Great Britain; and that his Majeſty was to be conſidered in a 
diſtint and different point of view, as Elector of Hanover 
and Sovereign of Great Britain; he conceived that ſome ſuch 
Treaty muſt neceſſarily have been entered into, by virtue of 
which the troops alluded to were employed. Mr. Whitbread 
concluded with moving, That an humble addreſs be pre- 
ſented to his Majeſty, praying that he will be graciqully pleaſ- 
ed to give directions that there be laid before the Houſe a 
copy of the treaty entered into for engaging troops from 
— Elector of Hanover, in the pay of the King of Great 

ritain.“ | 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, it was not a novel 'y 
for this eountry to employ Hanoverian troops, but he believe 
that this was the firſt time a treaty between the King of 
England and the EleQtor of Hanover had been talked 
of. His Majeſty united in his perſon theſe two powers. 
There had been no ſuch thing as a treaty on the ſubject 
of the employment of the Hanoverian troops in the 


ſervice of Great Britain; nothing of that ſort had ever 


exiſted. But there were articles in which his Majeſty 
engaged to employ certain troops from Hanover in the 
ſervice of this country, under certain ſpecified conditions, 
Theſe articles were communicated from the Secretary of State 
to the Board of . Treaſury. He repeatcd it, that he had 
never heard of ſuch a paper being moved for as a treaty be- 
tween the diſtinct powers of King of England and Elector of 
Hanover, but he ſaw no objection to producing the articles he 
had mentioned, if the Hon. Gentleman would reduce his mo- 
tion into a proper form for that purpoſe. 135 _ 
Mr. Whitbread ſaid, he had no objection to any modification 
of his motion, orto any form of phraſe that might be ſuggeſted, 
provided he obtained the ſubſtance of what he wanted : Treaty, 
Agreement, Communication, were terms alike to him; he 
wanted the inſtrument in which the Elector of Hanover engage 
| MES | 


d 
to 


12 9 — * 1 _— —_— — * - — 2 9 
* * "4 od > = A * * " PP 1 & * y 1 * — 7 
8 — ä—F—L— — * n wdadtined ttt A ——⏑— 89 22 4 4h Sz... "Dn n—_ * 5 r * d o 
. 7 > r 4 * K * 3 


316 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, | [Counone; 


to ſupply the King of England with troops; the Right Hon. 
Gentleman ſhould give it a name, and he would then move for it. 

The motion was then put in the following form: “ That 
an humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, praying that 
he will be graciouſly pleaſed to give directions that there be 
laid before the Houſe a copy of the articles, according to 
which, his Majeſty has been pleaſed to order his Electoral 
troops to be employed in the ſervice of Great Britain,” — 


Ordered. | 1 


LANDING OF HESSIAN TROOPS, 


Mr. Grey ſaid, in conſequence of a notice he had ſome time 
ſince given, he roſe to make a motion which appeared to him to be 
of efſential conſequence to the Conſtitution, and to the liberties of 
this kingdom. It was not neceſſary at any time, Mr. Grey ob- 
ſerved, but leaſt of all at this time, for him, or for any mem- 
ber of that Houſe, to make an apology for bringing a motion 
forward, when he ſaw, or thought he ſaw, any meaſure which 
appeared to be an attack upon the conſtitution z and not the 
leſs dangerous on account of its being in its tendency an increaſe 
of the royal prerogative, than it would have been if it avow- 
cdly flowed from a ſpirit of popular encroachment on the 
power of the crown. Theſe points were equally objeCtionable 
to him, becauſe he conſidered them to be equally hoſtile to the 
ſpirit of our conſtitution. _ 1 | 

He ſaid, he ſhould wiſh to clear the queſtion from all ex- 
trinſic matter, and diſencumber it of all conſiderations with 
which it was not immediately connected. The point which 
he had to eſtabliſh, was in itſelf plain and ſimple z and that it 
might not be mixed with incidents and objects of diſcuſſion 
that were foreign to it, he ſhould ſet out with declaring, that, 


as far as related to the preſent queſtion, he did not mean to 


conſider how far it might or might not be expedient to intro- 
duce at this time foreign troops into this country: His object 
was, to prove, that, whether expedient or not, the meaſure it- 
ſelf was clearly unconſtitutional and undeniably illegal ; that 
the King had no power to introduce them without the conſent 
of Parliament. Occaſions might occur ſo alarming and ſo 
dangerous, that it might in ſuch caſes be proper to introduce 
foreign trcops into this country, but he conceived that it 
ſhould never be done except in caſes of extreme exigency and 


proved neceſſity :: He would boldly affirm it never could be 
done legally but by the conſent of Parliament; and never - 


ſhould be ſuffered to be done without being watched by the 
Houſe of Commons with that conſtitutional jealouſy which 
was the beſt part of the character of that Houſe, and the belt 
iecurity for the rights and liberties of the people. A worthy 

| | Alderman 


count 
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Alderman (Alderman Newnham) had on a former day ex- 
preſſed his ſatisfaction at the landing of theſe foreign troops 
in this country, | becauſe, he declared, he was perſuaded that 
they were intended for the defence of this country. Having 
no information, he had nothing to ſay upon that occaſion ; but 
although he was not ready to deny,that,for the purpoſe of our 
oven defence, we ſhould ſometimes employ foreign troops, yet 
| he could not help thinking, that the wiſeſt courſe for us to 
purſue in general would be, to rely on what, upon a former 
night, had been emphatically rermed © the energy of an armed 


vation.” Theſe, however, were conſiderations not immediately 


within his purpoſe. The point which he had to maintain was 
that which he had already ſtated, namely, “that it was con- 
trary to the principles of the conſtitution, and againſt the laws 
of this country, for the King to introduce, under any pretence 
whatever, foreign troops here, without having previouſly. ob- 
tained a Parliamentary ſanction for it.“ This was the ſole 
point he meant to diſcuſs, and it was clear to him that the 
King had no ſuch right. If the King had a right to introduce 
into this country foreign troops without the previous conſent 
of Parliament, and that the exerciſe of that right was ex- 
pedient at the preſent moment, let Gentlemen who thought ſo 
come forward, avow their opinions, maintain them by argu- 
ment, and meet his propoſition with a direct negative. If, on 
the other hand, the legality was admitted to be doubtful, but the 
exerciſe of the power under the preſent circumſtances exper 
dient, ſtill he hoped the point itſelf would be fairly argued and 
finally determined and cloſed, inſtead of being avoided b 

the accommodating ſhift of a previous queſtion. The 2 4 


tion he muſt again repeat was this, Has the King, or has he 


not, at any time, under any pretence whatever, a right to in- 
troduce into this country any ſoreign troops without the pre- 
vious conſent of Parliament ? Is that act, or is it not, legal?“ 
This was a point on which there ſhould be no ſhifting, he ex- 
pected it to be finally determined that night, and that the 
queſtion, by the deciſion of the Houſe, would be ſet at reſt for 
ever. 20 11 5 712 S l | 
In examining. the nature and merits of the queſtion, Mr. 
Grey ſaid, it would not be neceſſary for him to recur to the 
earlier period of the military law of this country; we know 
that in thoſe ancient times there was no ſuch character known 
as a regular ſoldier; inferior lords held military tenures, and 
ſupplied the ſtate by a number of their vaſſals for a limited 


time, Neither in the time of Charles the Second had there 


been any ſuch thing recogniſed by the common law of the 
country, as a ſtanding army, except an army created by Par- 
| lament; 
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lament ; and it remained at this day for the Houſe of Com- 
mons to ſee whether the King can at this day, by his own 


authority, conſtitute in this kingdom a military law, without 
the ſanction of Parliament. Firſt he ſhould wiſh to argue the 
queſtion upon the ground of poſitive and ſtrict law, as well 


as on the principles that ought to be moſt: dear to us, becauſe 
they were laid down, eſtabliſhed, and ſecured, at the era of the Re- 
volution— principles, which ſhould not only be maintained b 


words in that Houſe, but alſo engraven on the hearts of Britons. 


The firſt thing, therefore, which he ſhould allude to, was the De- 


claration of Rights, and indeed the Bill of Rights: Bytheſe it was 
poſitively declared, © that raifing or maintaining an armed force, 


or ſtanding army, within theſe kingdoms in time of peace, un- 
leſs by the conſent of Parliament, was againſt law.“ He might 


be told that this point was only to be inſiſted upon in time of 


peace, and was not at all applicable to a time of war. He 
owned he did not like the diſt inction, nor did he believe it to 
be a good one, ſince the principle of our conſtitution did not 
turn upon ſuch niceties. The principle was, that Parliament 
ſhould always have the poo of granting all military force 

rulating that force. He could rely on 
the Bill of Rights as an explanation of the law of England 
in all the points to which it ſpecifically referred. It was not 


a bill which gave any rights to the people of this country—it 
Was only a bill that declared rights which had before exiſted 


and had been enjoyed—it was a bill that referred to former 


times, and, from the very nature of it, ought not to be taken 


up captiouſly and conſtrued according to the contracted mean- 
ing of ſome particular word, but ought to be underſtood 
largely and liberally, and then it would appear by this very 


bill, that the framers of it had it in contemplation, that neither 


in time of peace nor during war ſhould the King have any 
power to introduce foreign troops into this country, without 


the ſanction of Parliament. If they had meant to give him 
that power in time of peace, they would have expreſſed them- 


ſelves to that effect clearly and explicitly: He was therefore 


entitled to ſay upon the very ſpirit of the Bill of Rights, the 
King had no ſuch power as had been exerciſed in the caſe of the 


Heſſian troops. | 1 TE | 

Upon the ſubje& of precedents, a mode of argument of late 
ſo much reſorted to and ſo confidently relied on, Mr. Grey 
ſaid, he would make a few obſervations. He then entered into a 
hiſtory of various caſes as applicable to the point in queſtion, 
and in order to illuſtrate his propoſition. The firſt he quoted, 
was the caſe in 1775. The next was a caſe determined in 


1698: This caſe he much. relied on; it for although, was not 
: ; | in 
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in time of actual war, yet it was immediately after the 
war, and the King ſent a meſſage defiring that his Dutch 
guards might be ſuffered to remain, and promiſed that no im- 
proper uſe ſhould be made of them. Upon the motion for 
taking that meſſage into conſideration, they reſolved, that they 
could not depart from their former determination; and in an 
Addreſs to his Majeſty, gave as their reaſons for their non- 
compliance, the illegality of ſuch a ſtep, and the violation of 
the firſt principles of that Declaration of Rights which they 
had ſo lately made, and he accepted. Here Mr. Grey read 
the meſſage of King William, and the addreſs of the Com- 
mons in anſwer to it, and made a few animadverſions on 
each, The next point to which he called the attention of the 
Houſe was the ſpirit and extent of the Act of Settlement, 
which alſo tended to ſupport his propoſition. This act ex- 
preſsly ſaid, < That no office of truſt, civil or military, ſhall 
on any account whatever be held by any but natural ſubjects 
of his Majeſty, born within the realm.” The command of 
_ theſe troops now within this realm, was a great military truſt, 
and therefore directly contrary to the Act of Settlement. The 
Mutiny Bill too would illuftrate his propoſition ; without the 
annual paſſing of that bill it was well known that the army 
could not be under military law. This was a principle there- 
fore which no one would be diſpoſed to diſpute: The Marine 
Mutiny Bill was of the ſame nature; they both proved that the 
King could have no troops in the kingdom except ſuch as had 
been granted him by Parliament; that without the Mutiny 

| Dill none of them could be puniſhed for deſertion or diſobe- 
_ dience to military orders.—Theſe very Heſſians were not at 
this moment under the military law of this kingdom; they could 
not be treated as ſoldiers in this country, for whatever power might 
be exerciſed over them before they came here, the moment 
they landed in England they were ipſe facto diſcharged and 
diſbanded; and if any of them deſerted or diſobeyed any or- 
ders given to them, there was no law by which they could be 
tried. He wiſhed to know after this, and after what had fallen 
from the Chancellor of the Exchequer on a former night, 
reſpecting the reſponſibility of generals, whether he was not 
juſtified in ſaying * upon the general principles of the con- 
ſtitution of this country, the King had no right to land fo- 
reign troops here without the previous conſent of Parliament; 
beſides this, it was expreſsly forbidden by many acts of 
Parliament, fome of which the Houſe had already been ap- 
prized of, and he meant to call their attention to others. In 
the year 1756, the 2gth of George II. a period of war, a cer- 
tam number of foreign troops had been employed on the 
American ſervice, and were about to be landed here; the * | 
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of Chatham was then a member of the Houſe of Commons, 
and he ſaid, that the landing of thoſe troops was unconſtitu- 
tional, and that he would impeach the miniſter who ſhould dare 
ot adviſe his Majeſty to do ſo: Upon which the Act of 
Indemnity was paſſed. Mr. Grey alluded to the 29th of 
Geo. II. when the Marine Mutiny Bill was firſt paſſed, and 
alſo to the 8th of his preſent Majeſty, to prove that the King 
had no power to have foreign troops in this country without 


the previous ſanction of Parliament. He ſtated that upon 


the Parliament of Ireland increaſing the military eſtabliſhment 


of that kingdom from 12 to 15,000 men, it was ſo 3 | 


underſtood, that the Crown had no right to make uſe of ſuc 

additional force within the Britiſh dominions, without the pre- 
vious concurrence of Parliament, that this act was paſſed ex- 
preſsly for that purpoſe. And here he conceived he might 


reſt the caſe, but that, as he had before obſerved, there had of 


late been a diſpoſition and a practice very much to argue every 
thing upon precedent. To the weight and force of precedents 
in the decifion of any queſtion agitated in that Houſe, he 
confeſſed he was not inclined to pay that implicit re- 
ſpe, which ſeemed to be demanded in their favour; 
| where they tallied with the eternal fitneſs and principles 


of any meaſure, they no doubt ſhould have their weight. 
If any man could produce a precedent every Seſſion of Parlia- 
ment ſince the Revolution, for a meaſure which appeared to 


him to be bad in itſelf, and contradicted the principles of the 
Revolution, he ſhould pay but little regard to any of them. 
He need not however make this obſervation on account of his 
argument, as he apprehended. there was in reality no prece- 
dent for the landing of theſe troops, under ſuch circumſtances 
as belonged to the caſe. He ſtated different inſtances of mel- 
ſages from the Throne, immediately relative to the landing of 
foreign troops in this country, from the year 1715, down to 
the preſent time. Upon the introduction of Dutch troops, he 
did not find there was or had been any Parliamentary proceed- 
ing. In 1745, upon the introduction of Heſſian troops, the 
| King ſent a meſſage to Parliament, in which it was obſervable, 
that his Majeſty ſtated both the preciſe numbers of the troops 
ſo brought over(which had not beendone'in the preſentinſtance), 
and the occaſion and neceſſity of ſending for them, namely, the 
| preparations making in the ports of France for the invaſion of 

this country, and the actual landing of a body of French troops 
in Scotland. The addreſs in anſwer to this meſſage, . 
it paſſed that Houſe, yet was ſtrenuouſſy oppoſed in the 
Lords, and a proteſt entered againſt it, in which the prerogative 
of the meaſure was queſtioned and reſiſted, as dangerous and un- 


conſtitutional, In like manner in 1756, previous to the introduc- 
tion 
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tion of the Heſſian: troops, a meſſage was delivered, from the 
King, acquainting the Parliament of the circumſtance. And 
the Doan, in anſwer, beſought his Majeſty to add to that 
foreign force, by bringing over a body of Hanoverians. 
Upon this occaſion it was likewiſe obſervable, that at the cloſe 
of the Seſhons, their Speaker (Mr, Onſlow) made a celebrated 
ſpeech to his Majeſty in the Houſe of Lords, and in addreſſing 
the Throne, reminded his Majeſty of the danger and delicacy 

| ich ſuch a mea- 
ſure muſt neceſſarily create throughout the kingdom; exprefſ- 
ing likewiſe the confidence of the Houſe, that his Majeſty 
would make a wiſe and temperate uſe of the important truſt 
repoſed in his hands. Mr. Grey ſaid, he would next ſtate the 
caſe of the year 1775, when the bill of indemnity was paſſed 
the Houſe upon occaſion of ſubſtituting foreign troops at Gib- 
raltar and Minorca in lieu of thoſe ſent to America. And he 
ſaid, he hoped to find the talents of a Right Hon. Gentleman 
(Mr. Burke), who bad ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed himſelf upon 
that occaſion in , oppoſing the prerogative of the Crown, 
equally alive and active upon the preſent in the ſupport of the 
ſame conſtitutional principles. Miniſters at that time thoughtfit 
to defend themſelves upon theneceſlity of the meaſure, but gave 
up every pretence that it was either conſtitutional or legal, and 
ſcreened themſelves behind a bill of indemnity: Againſt 
that meaſure there had been a very ſpirited proteft entered on 
the Journals of the Houſe of Lords, and ſigned by many of 
the higheſt characters in the Peerage ; among them the Duke 
of Richmond, who was at this time one of the Cabinet ad- 


viſers of the King, and who poſſibly might at this day think 


that meaſure legal and conſtitutional againſt which he had pro- 
teſted in the year 1775. The Right Hon. Gentleman oppoſite 


him (Mr. Pitt) had infinuated, for he had not aſſerted it openly 
and boldly, that the check the Houſe of Commons poſſeſſed 


over the improper exerciſe of this prerogative, conſiſted in the 
bill which that Houſe might be called upon to paſs, for billeting 


thoſe foreigners in like manner as our native troops. What 


degree of check they poſſeſſed by the neceſſity of ſuch a bill, 
he left Gentlemen to judge who contemplated the unceaſing 
and extenſive increaſe of barracks throughout the kingdom 
during the laſt year. On the other hand, he ſtood forward to 
maintain, that whenever a meaſure, ſuch as the ſubject of 
their preſent conſideration, became neceſſary, miniſters ſhould 
eicher obtain the previous conſent of Parliament to it; or, when 
t clearly aroſe from circumſtances that were unayoidable, 
they ought to apply for a bill of indemnity. The Houſe 
ought to come to an immediate determination upon ſo import- 


ant a ſubject. In his opinion it was a queſtion of the firſt 
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magnitude to the conſtitution of England, and important to 
the very principle of freedom itſelf; for of what avail was it to us, 
to ſay or think we were free, if the King had power to intro- 


duce among us any number of 177 troops that he might 4 

think fit, to overawe and ſubdue his fubjects at his pleaſure ? b 
He did not mean to inſinuate, much leſs to aſſert, that his Ma- 1 
jeſty had any ſuch intention; but the act was in itſelf alarming, f 
and ought to rouſe the conſtitutional jealouſy of that Hou. 6 
Gentlemen might decide upon it as they thought proper: He 

was on his part perſuaded, that in the country the vote of that ji; 
night would be taken as a teſt of the real ſentiments of the P 
Houſe of Commons. He begged leave therefore moſt ſeriouſly 
to remind Gentlemen, that, while they daily expreſſed their i 
alarms at popular encroachments on his ag: fs 4 prerogatives, 2 
or a diſpoſition in ſome to diſobedience to lawful authority, it q 
would highly become them not to fit ſilent, and neglect the 1 
rights and privileges of the people. Indeed it appeared 7 
to him to be the moſt melancholy part of the character of the 2 
times, that while thoſe in authority were puniſhing with unre- 2 
lenting rigour and ſeverity many poor . individuals for * 

a few offences, and ſome of them poſſibly miſled by men who . 
are now in his Majeſty's cabinet, they were neglecting the moſt % 
important intereſts of the people of this country by unneceſ- 7 
farily extending the royal prerogative, and treating with con- * 
tempt all arguments in favour of popular rights; this he con- 4 
ceived to be treaſon againſt the conſtitution of the country. t 
We might as well declare at once, & that the Revolution, in which wy 
ſome weak men might have gloried, was nothing more than a 4 
ſucceſsful rebellion; that the preſent family, who happily for the * 

people filled the throne of theſe kingdoms, are uſurpers that 7 
paſſive obedience and non-refiſtance are the beſt doctrines— for 
that oppoſition to ſovereign power, at any time, and under any ha 
circumftances, is an oppoſition to the ordinance of God—that 2 
the actions of tyrants are not to be examined by the people, for 12 
that ſovereigns are God's vicegerents upon earth, and ac- 95 
countable only to God for their actions - that under any op- — 

preſſion whatever, reſiſtance is a crime, and implicit obedience * 
is a duty of the ſubject.“ Theſe were doctrines which it Pa 
would be candid to avow at once, if the rights of the people TE 
were to be altogether neglected, and no attempt was ever to be 7 
made to check any increaſing prerogative of the crown; and! pi 
we were to proceed in puniſhing every miſerable man without ſen 
mercy, for endeavouring to call the attention of the public to oh 
any popular neglected rights, under the pretence of avoiding 9 5 

the anarchy and confuſion of France. There was no man in OY 
the country, who abhorred more than he did the ſcenes of vio- Fe 


lence, diſorder, murder, and deſolation, now acting in m_ 
6 ) ; . 4 R e 
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any diſtruſt in him 


vultus inflantis tyramni; but at preſent civium ar don praua j 
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He deteſted theix . preſent; government: He thought it 
what it had been. lately called by his Right Hon. Friend (Mr. 
N 2 furious and rigid tyranny.— Furious and rigid it cer- 
tainly was, and the laſt ſorm of government under which he 
would with to live; And were he obliged to make his option 
between the two, he had no ſcruple to declare that he had ra- 
ther live under Caligula or Nero, than under the, preſent. go- 
vernment of France. Againſt ſuch a ſyſtem the laſt drop of 
blood he had he would conſent to ſhed ; but he would make 
no leſs exertion againſt eneroachments upon the rights of the 
people by extenſions of the royal prerogative. He hoped we 
were not in ſo deſperate a ſituation, that to avoid one extreme 
we were neceſſarily to be driven into its oppoſite ; for our con- 
{titution admitted of neither. He was ſure his Majeſty had 
no bad intention in the exerciſe. of his power, but it was the 
duty of that Hoyſe to watch over the prerogative which his 
miniſters might adviſe him to make uſe of; and he was ſure 
alſo that his Majeſty would not think Parliament ſhewed 
| 3 the ſteps of the conſtitu- 
tional Parliament in the time of King William. © Atque ego 
hoc non in M. Tullio, neque his temporibus vereor. Sed in magna 
civitate, multa et varia ingenia ſunt. Pateſt alia tempore, alis can- 
ſule, cui item exercitus in manus fit, falſum aliguid fro uero credi. 
Ubi Hoc exemplo, per. ſenatus decretum, Conſul. glagium eduxerit ; 
quis illi fanem flatuet, aut quis maderabitur? Mr. Grey con- 
cluded with moving, That to employ foreigners in any ſitua- 
tion of military truſt, or to bring foreign tro into thi 
kingdom, without the conſent of Parliament rd had and 
obtained, is contrary to law. 48 ranks 
Mr. Powis oppoſed the motion, and aſſigned the reaſons 
which led him to do ſo, notwithſtanding that he had on a 
former occaſion contended againſt the principle of the crown 
having a right to introduce foreign troops into the kingdom with- 
out the conſent of Parliament, It was true that he had ſeveral 
times expreſſed a deſire that the Houſe ſhould be watchful over 
the miniſtex and the prexogatives of the crown: This he allow- 
ed to be one part of the duty of a member of that Houſe ; but 
he muſt contend that it was not the only duty. of a member of 


Parliament. That duty was to be regulated by circumſtances. 


He knew that they ought to be on their guard againſt the 
uben- 
tium was more to be dreaded; and he confeſſed that at the pre- 
ſent moment half a dozen perſons with red caps or bonnets on 
their heads, arraying themſelves in order of battle, would 
alarm him more than crowns. and ſceptres, or all the gegalia of 
monarchy. The greater part of the arguments of the Hon. 
Gentleman who brought this ce forward, appeared to him 

3s 2 to 
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to be irrelevant, and to bear but little or no analogy to the pre- 


fent caſe. Much apprehenſion, he obſerved, had been expreſſed 
of danger: He mutt for one declare that he ſhould think it 

time enough to be alarmed when he ſaw any thing of that 
kind. The Hon. Gentleman, Mr. Powis obſerved, had called 


upon thoſe who had oppoſed the adminiſtration in the year 


1775, relative to the employing of foreign troops, to ſtand 
forward and ſupport his motion. He was one of thoſe who 
voted againſt the miniſters in the year 17753 and he did ſo be- 
cauſe he thought the meaſure illegal: But he conceived he could 
point out very material diſtinctions between the principle of 


the two caſes. In 1775, the foreign troops were Tent into 
garriſon in two very important places, and the Engliſh troops 


were ſent to America : This he thought unconſtitutional, and 
therefore voted againſt it. But what was the fact in the pre- 
fent inſtance? A body of Hefhans had been brought over for 


a particular purpoſe: They were diſembarked, it was true— 


but it was for the purpoſe of preſerving their health, which 
would have been affected by remaining ſo long on board the 
tranſports. ' | e DV | 


Much reliance had been placed by the Hon. Gentleman upon 


precedents. There was one precedent which, Mr. Powis ſaid, 
he thought preciſely in point; and that was, the caſe of 1784. 
In that caſe, the foreign troops, on their return from America, 
were obliged to be landed m England, from the circumſtance 
of the river Weiſer being frozen up, which rendered it im- 


poſſible for them to return home immediately: He ſhould be 


very glad to hear a diſtinction between the two caſes. It was 
further to be obſerved, that in the year 1784, when this mea- 
ſure was adopted, the eppes f that day took no notice of 
it, though, about that time, they had carried ſome motions 
againſt tie miniſters : "The oppoſition of that time did not want 


talent or energy, but unfortunately the Hon. Gentleman was 


- 
o 
2. 


not preſent to point out their duty to the. | 
Mr. Powis ſaid, he knew not what the pron might think 
of him for oppoſing this motion under t 


Crown: Poſſibly he might be denounced for inciviſin, but he 
was ready to bear it, ſhould that be the conſequence.” He al- 
luded to ſome ſocieties in this country, which are ſuppoſed to 
watch over the proceedings of Parliament, paid them ſome iro- 
nical compliments, and concluded with obſerving, that until 
he found miniſters attempting to carry the exercife of the pre- 
Togative of the Crown beyond its proper and conſtitutional 
limits, he ſhould ſupport them; and the diſcuſſion upon this 
fubject appeared to him to be premature. | 


r. 


| Hh e prefent circum- 
ſtances, and for appearing to ſupport the prerogative of the 
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in 1775, on a ſimilar motion, the illegality was clear; and he 
believed the Hon. Gentleman, with many others, joined in 
that opinion, as the general ſenſe of the Houſe. What 
had happened ſince, that ought to alter that opinion, or what 
danger might be dreaded from the introduction of red 
bonnets into this country, that” could tend to render that 
legal in 1794, which was declared not to be ſo in 1774, 
he knew not; and he would aſk if ever there would be a 
more proper or favourable time to watch with the gr 
caution every extenſion of prerogative, than when the artful 
deceit and miſrepreſentation of miniſters held forth an 
idea, that much was to be feared from the democracy of the 
times, and if it were not checked, tyranny of the worſt kind 
would ſoon overwhelm us. He thought very differently, and 
dreaded the extenſion of the prerogative of the Crown more 
than any probability of popular tumult. The illegality of 
employing foreign troops within the kingdom, was eſtabliſhed 
by every precedent that had been quoted: It took its ſource 
from the Revolution. The refuſal to allow King William Dutch 
guards, was a precedent, and the Bill of Rights ſtated clearly 
that no foreigner, nor any other than a natural born ſubject of 
this country, could hold any civil or military employment of 
emolument under Government, within the kingdom. The 
preſent queſtion however was too ſtrong and important to re- 
quire the aid of precedent, becauſe when Gentlemen entirely 
_ gave way to the arguments of precedent, it would be eaſy — 
for miniſters to find precedent, at ſome period or other, for 
any thing they might wiſh to carry through: Indeed, he be- 
lieved there was nothing, however bad, without a . 
; ; Cc 
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the inferences which he withed to draw from them, In ar- 
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The preſent time peculiarly demanded vigilance and caution in 
Parliament. That Houſe was bound to be on the watch, from 
the various extraordinary ſentences that had paſſed in different 
courts, and the exorbitant ſines and bail-bonds that had been 


required, all which he contended to be illegal and unconſtitu- 


tional. The caſe of Lord George Gordon might be conſidered 
as one inſtance : That Nable Lord being now no more, could 


no longer be conſidered as the political bugbear which he had 


been deemed, and reſpecting whom he would only further 


add, that he . thought he had fallen a martyr to the pro- 


ceedings of the Court of King's Bench, who impoſed ſo ex- 
orbitant a fine. Mr. Whitbread denied that the proceedings 
of 1784 could bear out the Hon. Gentleman in the arguments 
he had grounded upon them. For his part he was not ſatiſ- 
fed with the meſſage, becauſe it neither ſtated the number of 
foreign troops to be landed, the employments they were to 
have, nor time they were to remain in this. country. 
There was one article in the treaty with the Landgraye of 


HFeſſe-Caſſel which had not been noticed, but which, in his 


opinion, was more unconſtitutional than the landing of the 


troops in England—he meant the article by which his Ma- 


jeſty agreed with the Landgrave, that if any of the troops 
— employed in Ireland or England, they were to be 
put upon the ſame footing with Britiſh troops. By what au- 
thority was this article inſerted ? Would his Majeſty's prero- 
gative enable him to comply with that article? He had no dif- 
ficulty in anſwering in the negative, but be ſhould be glad to 
hear the opinion of ſame Gentleman on the other ſide of the 
Houſe upon that ſubject. Mr. Whitbread concluded with 


| ſaying, that as his Hon. Friend had gone ſo fully into the queſ- 


tion, it was unneceſſary for him to go over the argument 
again. He ſkould therefore only add, that the preſent motion 
had his entire concurrence. 5 e ab. 

Mr. Windham expreſſed his diſapprobation of the mode of 
argument which ſeemed to be ſo much in faſhion with ſome 


Gentlemen, who went always on general topics or abſtract 
_ queſtions, becauſe in their general aſſertions they aſſumed un- 


warrantable grounds. With reſpect to the Bill of Rights, and 
the abſtraQ queſtion, he took it to be, -whether miniſters had 
acted illegally by adviſing his Majeſty to bring foreign troops 
into this country in time of war, and when the exigency 9 

circumſtances was ſuch as, in their opinion, rendered that an 
adviſable meaſure. On this point, however, the Hon. Gentle- 
man who wiſhed to load miniſters with cenſure, had uſed ar- 
guments from the Declaration of Rights,-and from all the other 
precedents that he had mentioned, that were unfavourable to 
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guing the Bill of Rights, it ought to be conſtrued not liberally 


put ſtrictly, and as nearly as poſſible to get at what was meant 
by thoſe who framed it; and as it 4 applied to that and 
the preſent times, he would not go ſo far as to ſay, as ſome 
Hon. Gentlemen had imputed to him, © burn your precedents 


and rolls of Parliament, and every thing done by your anceſ- 


tors; but he would contend, that opinions ought to be formed 
on all great conſtitutional queſtions, from the practice of the 


conſtitution, rather than theories or diſcuſſions upon abſtract 


queſtions. He contended that the prerogative of the crown 
authoriſed the King to uſe a diſcretionary power in this reſpect, 


and enabled him at any time during a war legally to bring foreign 


troops into this country without 8 conſent of Par- 
liament. One cireumſtance Mr. Windham begged leave to 
animadvert upon, before he ſat down. The Gentlemen who 
maintained ſentiments and opinions, on the preſent political 


criſis, averſe to his, had inſinuated, that they were the more 


vigilant and jealous of the prerogative of the Crown, as they 
ſaw the carrent of public opinion carrying too much of the 
weight of the great political body of that branch of the con- 
ſtitution, and that the general alarm againſt democranic prin- 
ciples was likely to render the prerogative too great: He would 
tell thoſe Gentlemen, that to diſcharge the office of faithful 
guards, they had better concur with them, and mutually 


guard the conftitution, and not favour thoſe wild principles 


and diſpoſitions which excite the alarm, and drive the people 
from the horrors of anarchy to take ſhelter in the arms of 
prerogative, ff | Elana | | 


Lord \George Caventiſh ſaid, the motion had his full appro- 
bation; and he thought it his duty to fpeak his ſentiments on 


the ſubje&, although what he ſhould ſay might poſſibly diſ- 


pleaſe all parties. If it was neceffary to bring foreign troops 
into this country, miniſters ought ts have ſtated the neceſſity, 
and have come to Parliament for a bill of indemnity. 'This 
had been the practice in former times; he wiſhed they had 
done fo in the inſtance in queſtion, fince he had ever under- 
ſtood it to be in ſtrict conformity to the conſtitution of the 
country, at leaſt fuch was the idea he had been taught to en- 


tertain of it. Lord George faid, he was no follower of new 


faſhions, and therefore not apt to change his conſtitutional 
opinions; but there were ſome people in office who thought 


that whatever they wiſhed to do was, as ſoon as it was known 


to be received and adopted, the conſtitutional doctrine of 
the day. It was common to talk of alarm for the conſtitu- 
tion; in his opinion, there never was greater cauſe for alarm 


than when he faw men with the word Conſtitution perpetually 
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in their mouths, doing all they could to fritter it away, and 
undermine it. „ i er hinge SHA 
Major Maitland faid, he; concurred in the motion, and 
wiſhed to hear ſome legal argument upon the ſubje&, if there 
were any lawyers in the Houſe who thought differently. He 
combated the arguments. of Mr. Powis and Mr, Windham 
with great warmth, inſiſting that the former had failed in his 
attempt to juſtify the inconſiſtency of his voting againſt the 
preſent motion, and maintaining the principles for which he 
had contended in the diſcuſſion of the queſtion which had 


occurred in 1775. With regard to Mr. Windham, that Right 


Hon. Gentleman, he obſerved, had declared he had ſpoken 
of paſt facts from memory; he verily believed he had, and 
that his memory had completely failed him he was convinced, 
ſince the Right Hon. Gentleman had never mentioned the 
Act of Settlement. He allowed that the letter of the Adt 
allowed the King to land troops; but he would challenge any 
man to deny, that, in a declaratory act, the ſpirit, and not 
the letter, was to be moſt conſidered; and the Act of Settle- 
ment was undoubtedly declaratory. He ſhould beg leave to 


quote that part of it which ſays, That no office, or place of 


truſt, ſhall be given to any perſon who. is not a natural- born 
ſubject of this kingdom. He contended that there was no- 
thing in the Bill of Rights that gave the King authority to 
land foreign troops without the previous NEE of Parlia- 
ment, either in peace or war. The principle of the Bill of 
Rights was uniformly expreſſed in the Act of Settlement, and 
in all ſubſequent proceedings, even down to the annual Mu- 
tiny Bill, which they had that day paſſed, . By that bill, the 
moment that the Heſſians were landed in England, they were 
no longer ſoldiers ſubject to military laws, but actually a 
banditti illegally armed. And he inſiſted, that there was no 
puniſhment which could be inflicted upon any of thoſe troops, 
except in civil cafes, for they were not to be recognized by 
the military law. He reprobated in ſevere terms the hack- 
neyed abuſe which had been thrown out by an Hon. Gentle- 
man againſt democracy, and exclaimed againſt infinuations 
without making a charge. VV 
Mr. Francis declared, he roſe to ſpeak to a ſingle point of 
fact, which had been made the ſubject of much diſcuſſion, 
but which had, in his humble opinion, been totally miſunder- 
ſtood; he meant the article of the Bill of Rights, which re- 
lated to the maintaining a military force in time of peace, 
without conſent of Parliament. Although he concurred en- 
tirely in all the general principles and arguments reſorted to 
by his Hon. Friends, who brought forward and ſupported the 


motion, 
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motion, he differed from them in ſome degree in their con- 


ſtruction of this article; and he did ſo with ſome ſurpriſe 
at what he conceived to be their miſtake. But he was not 
at all aſtoniſhed at finding that, on this point, he differed 


totally from his Right Hon. Friend on his left hand (Mr. 
Windham) ; for that Gentleman had utterly forgotten the 


words, and of courſe could not avoid giving a falſe con- 


ſtruction to the meaning of the Bill of Rights. Inſtead of the 


words of the law, he had ſubſtituted his own, and on thoſe 
he had argued. He had quoted the bill, as if it had ſaid, 
© That the introduction of foreign troops in time of peace, 
was againſt law.“ The Bill of 4 55 ſaid no ſuch thing, or 


rather it had ſaid nothing on the ſubject; on the face of the 


bill it did not appear that that point was at all in queſtion. 
It never came into contemplation with the patriots who framed 
the law at that period, that ſuch a queſtion could ever exiſt, 
or could ever debated or endured in a Britiſh Houſe of 


Commons. That what the bill declared was, that the raiſing or 


maintaining a ſtanding army in time of peace, without conſent 
of Parliament, was againſt law. What force? A native force 


I certainly. The force, which they had ſeen maintained by James 
the Second. They applied their remedy to the” grievance, - 


Not a word does the bill ſay about the introduction of a foreign 
army. They did not foreſee, they did not ſuppoſe it poſſible, 


that it could ever enter into an Engliſh mind to maintain that 


the King, by his prerogative, could, in any circumſtance, 
bring a foreign force into Great Britain, without conſent of 
Parliament. For fuch an event, therefore, they made no 
proviſion. | | 


« I grieve (ſaid Mr, Francis) to ſee that doctrines ſo groſs 


and dangerous can be maintained by any man, particularly b 


a man ſo liberal as my Right Hon. Friend. Is it ſo indeed 

Is this conſtirution ? Then where is our ſecurity ? God forbid, 
Sir, that any thing I ſay on this ſubject ſhould be thought of, 
as if it could be applied to the gracious Prince upon the 
throne ! In his virtues, we have a ſecurity; and it is fortunate 
for the country that we have that ſecurity. According to the 


principles and doctrines which I hear every day in this Houſe, 
if they ſhould prevail, I am ſure, we have no other. But 


worſe times may come, and Princes of a different character 
may reign over us, in whoſe hands the doctrines and pre- 
cedents now eftabliſhed will be weapons to deſtroy us. 

© But a diſtinction is taken, which is ſuppoſed to be prodi- 
giouſly material. They cannot introduce foreign troops in time 

peace. Why, Sir, what does it ſignify ? The King, by his 
undoubted prerogatives, as I hear it perpetually affirmed, can 
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make war at his pleaſure. I deny it utterly; and have no 
doubt of being able to prove, whenever an occaſion offers, 
that by the hiſtory and conſtitution of England, the Crown 
has no ſuch prerogative. But, if that be taken for granted, 
as it is much too generally, what follows ? What have the 
miniſters of the Crown to do but to excite or oreate a foreign 
quarrel, which is always at their conimand, and then they 
juſtify upon the caſe. 'They may bring any foreign force they 
will into the kingdom, becauſe it is time of war; that is, they 
may make the time and the occaſion when they will. If it be 
lawful, on that ground, to bring in four” thouſand Heſſians 
to-day, why. not ten thouſand Auſtrians tomorrow, and 
twenty thouſand Ruſhans the day following? A baſe, cor- 
rupt, and abject people, when once they are properly frighted, 
when once they are ſuthciently alarmed, will ſubmit to any 
thing for the ſake of being defended. The Engliſh nation 
will be threatened with a French invaſion, and inſtead of 
being called upon to defend themſelves, will be told that they 
may be perfectly quiet, for the King has ſubſidized an army 
of Germans, and will take care to protect them without giv- 
ing them any further trouble. I truſt that Engliſhmen will 
look a little to the concluſion of this doctrine, before it be 
too late. Sir, I am bold to fay, that I have learned my con- 
ſtitutional principles from ſome of the greateſt men that have 
lived in England in my time, and ſhall not readily abandon 
them in favour of new ones. With refpect to this diſtinction 
that is ſet up and infiſted on, namely, that the King has the 
prerogative. in queſtion in time of war, but not in time of 
peace, I declare for myſelf, that, if I were forced to an op- 
tion, I would rather it ſhould be ſaid that the King poſſeſſed 


this power of bringing in foreign troops in peace than in war. 


Why? Becauſe if ſuch a thing were attempted in time of 
peace, it would appear at once ſo alarming and ſo exorbitant, 
that every man would oppoſe the exerciſe of it. The pre- 
cedent could not be eſtabliſhed, or it could not be materially 
injurious. Not ſo when foreign war and fictitious alarms 


furniſh pretences for calling in a foreign force, and create a 


diſpoſition to receive it. 'Then indeed the danger is ſerious. 
The proviſion that is made for your defence'may be inſtantly 
turned to your deſtruction. On thefe general grounds I con- 
cur in the motion made by my Hon. Friend, and maintain 
with him, that, either in peace or war, the King has no right 


to bring a foreign army into this —— or into any part of 


his dominions, without the previous confent of Parliament.” 
Mr. J. T. Stanley confidered the motion as -ill-timed and 


unneceſſary. Let the Hon. Gentleman's intention in intro- 
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ducing it be ever ſo good and unquzſtionable, he thought the 


motion rather calculated to encourage complaint and diſcon- 


tent with thoſe who held democratic principles, than prove of 
real advantage to the country. The meflage from the King 
was, in his mind, ſufficient for the Houſe to approve of the 


meaſure, as a meaſure of gooey at this time; and the ad- 
e meſſage, had already ex- 


dreſs of the Houſe, in return to t 
preſſed their ſanction of the meaſure, At the ſame time he 
acknowledged, moſt fully and decidedly, the illegality of 
keeping and maintaining foreign troops within the kingdom, 
without the previous conſent of Parliament, either in time of 
peace or war; and, perhaps, a Bill of Indemnity might be 
proper. The principle of the motion had his concurrence, 
but he thought it unneceſſary, becauſe the body of foreigners, 
he believed, - was never intended to be employed in this coun- 
try, but in an expedition againſt a foreign enemy under Lord 
Moira. And the Hon. Gentleman appeared, in making the 
motion, to have thrown down a glove, as a challenge on the 
part of the people, to ſee who would accept it on the part of 
the executive government. He would therefore vote againſt 
the motion. | 


Mr. Wallace * 714. that if he could diſcover in the mea- 


ſure which had given riſe to the preſent queſtion, the ſlighteſt 
violation of the conſtitution, or the minuteſt departure from 
the laws of the land, inſtead of riſing to . difſent from the 
motion, and to ſtate his reaſons for that difſent, if he had at 


all intruded himſelf upon the patience of the Houſe, it would 


have been to expreſs towards the Hon. Gentleman wha brought 
it forward, that gratitude which he ſhould eyer be proud to 
avow towards thoſe, whoſe efforts were directed to ſecure to 
him the permanence of thoſe bleſſings which he enjoyed 
under the conſtitution, But when, with the utmoſt induſtry 
and attention, he could not find a ſhadow of ground for a 
charge of the nature he had deſcribed, fo far from being diſ- 
poſed to ſupport or approve the motion, he thought it in 


_ itſelf dangerous, the jealouſy by which it was profeſſed to be 


dictated miſplaced and abuſed; and as it was ineffectual ro the 
benefit, it. was effeCtual to the prejudice of the people, by 


* Mr. Wallace is the only ſon of the late James Wallace, Eſq. At- 
torney General during the latter period of the adminiſtration of the Excl 
of Guildford (then Lord North), with whom Mr. Wallace went out of 
office in 1982. Mr. Wallace is one of the claſs of young Gentlemen 
who have lately come into Parliament, and promiſe to prove ſuch orna- 
ments to the Senate, by the excellence of their underſtanding, the culti- 
vation of their minds, the power of their genius, and the exrent of their 
talents, The public are already appriſed of the degree of eſtimation due 
to Mr, Jenkiatan and Mr, Canning. * h bs 
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ſowing in their minds diſcontents and ſuſpicions, by weaken. 


ing the arm of government, and diſtreſſing and embarralſin 
thoſe to whom the conduct of the public afttirs was entruſted, 
He ſaid, that throughout the ſpeeches from the other ſide 
of the Houſe, the meaſure he alluded to had been reprobated 
as illegal and unconſtitutional ; but Gentlemen had failed to 
make out any of the circumſtances which he conceived eſſen- 
tial to ſubſtantiate ſuch an imputation. They had not proved, 
that to bring a foreign force into theſe kingdoms in time of 
war, was contrary to any exiſting law; my had not proved 
that it was contrary to the cuſtom and pra 
tution ; and, even admitting the power to ſubſiſt in the pre- 
rogative, they had not proved, that, in the preſent inſtance, 
that power was abuſed. As to the laſt caſe, as it had 
not been contended, he ſhould paſs it in ſilence; to the former 
points, as thoſe alone on which, in his conception, the deci- 
fion of the queſtion could depend, he ſhould confine the few 
ſhort obſervations he intended to make. Eid: 
He obſerved, that it was rather extraordinary, that a point 


of ſuch obvious importance, as whether the King's prerogative. 


did extend to the bringing a foreign force into the kingdom in 
time of war or not, had not long ago been ' poſitively deter- 


mined, particularly as it had, at different times, given riſe to 


alarms and ſuſpicions, and furniſhed matter of clamour to the 


patriots of the day. Where ſuch a variety of opinion did exiſt, 


it might appear preſumption in him to ſay, he could entertain 
no doubt; he had no heſitation, however, in declaring, that 
as far as he had been able to form an opinion, it was, that 
the King's prerogatrve certainly did go to that extent: At 
leaſt, he was ſure, that ſuch a power had been again and 
again exerciſed, and that the inſtances, he believed, were only 
to be numbered by the wars in which this country had been 
engaged. He had looked, he ſaid, to former meſſages upon 
the ſame ſubject; and if any thing could be concluded from 
the terms in which thoſe meſſages were conveyed, the right 


Was moſt directly aſſerted. His Majeſty tells the Houſe, that 


he bas given ſuch and ſuch orders; but not one that he could 
find, ſolicited its conſent, or ſought its approbation. He was 
led even to think, that ſhould that Houſe diſapprove the mea- 
| ſure, and carry that diſapprobation in an addreſs to the foot 
of the throne, as it certainly would not render the retaining 
the troops that were the object of it illegal, ſo it would be a 
matter of mere diſcretion with his Majeſty how fer it ſhould 
prevail for their removal. That a ſtanding army could not be 


kept up in time of peace he well knew, becauſe he knew it 


was an article in the Bill of Rights : But what did it ſay of a 
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time of war? Not one word: Not one expreſſion of control 
was to be found. The prerogative in ſuch a period appeared 
to be without reſtraint or limitation, as well in regard to tlie 
diſpoſition of the forces, as to their extent; except, indeed, 
as far as it might be checked by the neceſſity of ſupplies. 
With reſpect to foreign troops, from the Revolution down to 
the preſent hour, he could diſcover nothing that did not go 
to confirm or recogniſe the prerogative he had before men- 
tioned. He found them ſerving in this country through the 
wars of King William, and diſbanded only in the year 1698, 
upon the concluſion of peace. He could conceive, indeed, 
that the bringing them over in 1688 might be juſtified, even 
if not ſtrictly legal, from the neceſſity of the caſe; but it was 
to be remembered, that ten years had elapſed before their diſ- 
miſſion. The object of their coming had been Jong —_ ac- 
compliſhed; the people were in the enjoyment of all the ble 
ings and exerciſe of all the rights they derived from the 
Revolution; and, he muſt obſerve, that from the manner in 
which they were at laſt diſmiſſed, no one could doubt that if 
the Parliament had believed the exiſtence of a power in them- 
ſelves that could effect their removal, they would not have 
remained to the year 1698. From' that time foreign forces 
had been repeatedly in the kingdom in the years which the 
Hon. Gentleman had enumerated; in none of theſe inſtances 
could he find any thing like a previous parliamentary conſent, 
In 1757 there appeared an act for quartering foreign troops; 
and 15 he ſaid he could diſcover nothing which could be in any 
way conſtrued into a conſent of Parliament preceding that 
act, he muſt be allowed to affirm, that that act did go to the 
complete recognition of the power of the Crewn, independent 
of Parliament. If, however, a ſubſequent communication, 
and addreſs in conſequence, was to be deemed a conſent, he 
mult then ſay, that, in the preſent inſtance, his Majeſty was 
as completely poſſeſſed of every ſanction and authority 
Parliament, as any of his royal predeceſſors had ever been on 
ſimilar occaſions. He could not paſs over, he ſaid, the year 
1775, without remarking, that in that pe it was argued by 
thoſe who oppoſed the bringing over of foreign troops, that 
the war with America was to be conſidered as a ſort of civil 
conteſt, an internal commotion of the empire, which could 
not juſtify ſuch a meaſure. How far the argument was alto- 
gether true or no, he would not ſay; but that as far as it 
went it proved the opinion of men at that time, it proved 
that ſuch a prerogative in time of external hoſtility was ad- 
mitted to exiſt, and it proved that the exerciſe of that prero- 
gative, in the preſent inſtance, was neither illegal or uncon- 
. 1 | | ſtitutional. 
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ſtitutional. Here too he muſt remark, that all the inſtances 
alluded to were ſubſequent to the Act of Settlement, which 
declares foreigners incapable of any office of truſt or emoly- 
ment within this realm, and which had been inſiſted upon 
with ſo much force; that in none of thoſe inſtances had it 
been ever conſidered, or urged, as a bar to the introduction 
of a foreign force in times of neceſlity z that he did not find 
any oppoſition ever made to it on that ground ; that, for his 
part, though ſo much uninformed that he would not venture 
an opinion, yet he was inclined to think, as they appeared to 
have thought, that it was not applicable to a force brought 
into the kingdom from an allied power, for the purpoſes of 
ſupport and defence, „ 

If, he concluded, theſe facts are true; if his Majeſty conſe- 
quently did poſſeſs ſuch a prerogative, and a moſt important 
prerogative it was, he thought it was the duty of the Houſe 
to watch the exerciſe of it, like that of every power in that 
quarter, with a ſtrictneſs of vigilance and attention propor- 
tioned to the importance of the purpoſes to which it might be 
miſapplied. But though an advocate for vigilance and atten- 
tion, he was not an advocate for ſuſpicion ; he did not think 
it becoming the Houſe ; jt could not be for the intereſt or 
peace of the country, that all confidence in the executive 
power ſhould be at an end; he did not think it among its 
dutics, to teach the people that their intereſts and thoſe of 
the Crown were at variance; to ſuſpect that the King's mi- 
niſters were at all times carrying on an inexplicable war againſt 
the liberties of their country; and ever upon the watch to ſur- 
priſe and overthrow them. This he did not think, and 
' truſted that the Houſe would never conſent to countenance 
any motion from whence ſuch a concluſion could be drawn. 
That he therefore hoped, the preſent motion would be nega- 
tived, as an expreſſion of that unworthy ſentiment, unſup- 
ported by any ſingle circumſtance that could give colour to 
doubt, or foundation for alarm. | | 
Mr. M. Montague agreed with the Hon. Gentleman who 
ſpoke laſt, that ſufficient information had been given to Par- 
hament by the meſſage from the throne, for them to proceed 
upon ; but he was ſorry that the queſtion of right, with regard 
to the King's prerogative, had been ſtarted at all: It was an ab- 
ſtract — 9 and in his mind ought not to have been intro- 
duced into the debate. Mr. Montague condemned the proceed- 
ing of Oppoſition, who were at all times liberal in attributing 
to his Majeſty's miniſters corrupt motives for their conduct; 
but, if any thing of that nature was inſinuated againſt them- 
ſelves, their reſentment became unbounded; he however . 

N | 8 5 | "IM determine 
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determined not to be intimidated from declaring his ſentiments 


apon the preſent, or any future occaſion. 

Mr. Serjeant Adair intimated a wiſh, that the preſent mo- 
tion had not been made at all; but as it was brought forward, 
he thought it incumbent on him, not merely to give it a filent 
negative or affirmative. He agreed with thoſe who thought 
that undoubtedly there was no branch of the prerogative that al- 
lowed the King to bring into the country any number of foreign 
troops, without the previous conſent of Parliament. And he 
would not admit that there was diſcretionary power veſted inthe 
King, on this important point, whether in times of peace or war. 


Some doctrines had been advanced with regard to the extent 


of the royal prerogative, which he could not hear in that Houſe 
without attempting their confutation: It had been ſaid by 
an Hon. Member (Mr. Wallace), that it was his Majeſty's 
undoubted prerogative, to land what foreign troops he thought 
ft in this kingdom, and to keep them in it, even in contra- 
diction to the opinion of that Houſe. There were many 
things that might be done, which at the ſame time would not 


be adviſable; and he had a better opinion even of thoſe who 


at preſent directed his Majeſty's councils, than to ſuppoſe that 
they would be ſo abſurd to adviſe ſuch an abuſe of the royal 
prerogative, if ſuch prerogative exiſted, which he was de- 
cidedly of opinion did not. Other arguments had been in- 


troduced in the courſe of the debate, of a very ſerious and 


alarming nature, and being more ſpecious, and brought in 
with greater art and ingenuity, became ſo much the more 
dangerous. A Right Hon. Gentleman had contended, that 
the Bill of Rights ought not to be liberally expounded, but 
ſtrictly conſtrued. The Serjeant begged to know, why not 
liberally expounded ? In his opinion, it ought to be expounded 


in the moſt liberal way; becauſe on it depend all thoſe eſſen- 


tial and valuable rights obtained in ancient and modern times, 
which every ſubſequent act and precedent on the ſubject has 
tended ro confirm. He admired the framers of that law, and 
gave them infinite credit for their wiſdom and diſcretion, in 
not bringing into queſtion any privilege of the ſubject which 
had not been invaded, but left them to ſtand on their old and 
ſtable foundation. Whatever might be ſaid of abſtract queſ- 


tions, he thought there was nothing ſo dangerous as doctrines . 


that tended. to the violation of the Declaration of Rights. 
He was as much againſt French principles as any man could 


be; but no fears, no alarms, that he had entertained reſpect- 


ing the propagation of them in this country, no dread of wit- 


neſſing the ſame fatal conſequences, would induce him ſo 
tar to forget himſelf as to fly from one evil to another, and 
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conſent to throw himſelf into the arms of prerogative, and 
acknowledge that to be law, which was ſubverſive of the ver 

Exiſtence of the principles contained in the Bill of Rights: 
His only wiſh was, to ſee the conſtitution in its real, proper, 
2nd undoubted ſtate, as it had been eſtabliſhed and confirmed, 


and as he hoped it would long continue to remain, unim- 


Paired. As the next point of poſitive law, he adverted to 
the Act of Settlement, by which it is clearly and expreſsly laid 
down, that the King cannot employ foreigners within the 
kingdom, in any civil or military capacity, without the previ- 
ous conſent of Parliament; and this did not apply merely to 
England, but univerſally to all his Majeſty's dominions. In 
1756, the Parliament had empowered George II. to employ 
foreign Proteſtant troops, to ſerve with his army in America, 
but this power was granted with much proper caution and 


circumſpection. All theſe troops were obliged to take the 


oaths of allegiance, abjuration, ſupremacy, and the teſt ; their 
number was limited, and the time they were to be employed 
ſpecified; and the arguments uſed on that, and every ſubſc- 
quent and fimilar occaſion, were reckoned ſo ſtrong and in- 
controvertible, that no one in or out of that Houſe had yet 
dareg to queſtion or contradict them. After what he ſaid, 
there could be no difficulty in collecting his opinion on the 
ſubject: He muſt add his wiſhes that the ſubject had not been 
agitated, becauſe he did not think that any thing had occurred 
that juſtified the neceſſity for ſuch a diſcuſſion. And however 
true thoſe doctrines and principles were that the motion went 
to aſſert, they all knew that they were bold truths, and it 
might not at all times, or at this time, be proper to bring them 
forward: To juſtify this opinion, two reaſons occurred; firlt, it 
was unneceſſary, where no violation againſt them had been 
committed; and ſecondly, becauſe it implied that doubts ex- 
iſted, which he denied to be the caſe, on ſo material and im- 
portant a point. Upon the whole, the Serjeant profeſſed, that 
he was not fond of ſuch diſcuſſions. A variety of others 
on light pretences, but extremely abſurd in themſelves, upon 
the face of them, though leading to difficulty and embarraſſ- 
ment, might be brought forward: For inftance, they all 
knew that it was conſidered to be the Jaw of the land, that 
eldeſt ſons ſucceeded by inheritance to their fathers ; but would 
it be proper to bring that queſtion to a diſpute, without any 
violation of that law having been committed, or any doubts 
reſpecting it entertained? With regard to the landing of the 
Heſſian troops, conſidering all the circumſtances, he did not 
ſee any danger from it, nor did he know but the humanity of 


the Britiſh, character might have rendered it hjghly 1 
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In the caſe of a wreck, or of thoſe ſuffering from contagious 


diſeaſe, in whatever ſituation they were otherwiſe, whether 


foreigners, ſmugglers, or any deſcription of men, we could 
not refuſe them protection. He avowed himſelf to be a firm 
friend to the principles of the motion, but not to the form of 
it, or the time at which it was brought forward; and there- 
ſore, the Serjeant ſaid, by way of getting rid of it, he would 
move the previous queſtion: And he hoped that Gentlemen 
oppoſite to him would not ſo much pride themſelves on their 
ſtrength of numbers, nor thoſe on the ſame fide with himſelf 
on their ſtrength and ſuperiority of argument, as to hazard 
2 diviſion on the queſtion. The victory to either tide, he was 
ſure, was not worth the riſk. He then moved the previous 
queſtion e ah 1 We ei e 

The Attorney General ſeconded. 
Mr. Yorke thanked the learned Serjeant for his ſpeech, and 
expreſſed his approbation of it, as the beſt way of diſpoſing of 
the ſubject. He ſaid he ſhould vote for the previous queſtion 5 
but declared that he knew of no conſtitutional right or prero- 
cative, by which the King could bring foreign troops into this 
kingdom, keep and maintain them here, or ; employ foreign 
officers on Britiſn pay, without the previous conſent of Par- 


: 


liament. If ſuch a prerogative were veſted in the Crown, it 


ought to be retrenched immediately. 


The Attorney General ſaid, he ſhould vote for the previous £ 


queſtion, which he had riſen with great pleaſure to ſecond. 


From his official fituation, he might be expected to ſpeak on 
the ſubject of the debate: For that very reaſdn he declined 


giving any opinion at all; becauſe he ſhould think it unpar- 
donable to ſtate an opinion on a great conſtitutional queſtion, 


like the preſent, without the fulleſt examination. Upon ſuch 


queſtions, it was only thoſe who conſidered raſhly, that would 
pronounce readily. He adverted to, and argued from, the 
different precedents that had been brought forward; and con- 
tended that nothing illegal, unconſtitutional, or in violation 
of the Declaration of Rights and Act of Settlement, had 
been done in the inſtance made the ſubject of debate. In 


1756, a meſſage came from the King in the ſame way as the 


preſent, ſtating that foreign troops were to be landed in this 
kingdom; and the Parliament voted an addreſs of thanks for 
the communication, and without any previous conſent aſked, 


or further inquiry made, in 1757 they made an act for quar- 


tering thoſe troops. He, like the learned Serjeant, begged 
leave to profeſs his admiration of the wiſdom of our anceſtors, 
ho were the framers of thoſe laws ſo often alluded to; and 


was ſorry they were treated with ſo much diſreſpect by the 
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modern patriots of the preſent day they having iu one of 
the ſpeeches of that day, been affectedly called “ puny poli. 
ticians:”” At leaft he thought that the collected wiſdom of 


our anceſtors had not been excelled; much more excelled by 


modern competitors for ſapience. | 
Mr. Grey roſe to explain: He ſaid, he never meant to ſhew 
diſreſpect to thoſe who brought about the glorious Revolution, 


or the principles upon which they acted; on the contrary, all 


his arguments that night had been founded on the neceſſity 
of ſupporting and maintaining thoſe very principles, 

Mr. V. Smith ſaid, he would not have troubled the Houſe, 
but for ſome very extraordinary doctrines that had been 
broached. He denied that wn ors e. exiſted, to juſtiſy 
the introduction and employment of foreign troops in this 


country, without conſent of Parliament, either in times of 


peace or war. He wiſhed to know, if ſuch a prerogative exiſted, 
what was the ſecurity of the ſubject. The King, it was ad- 


| mitted on all hands, had the indubitable . of declaring war. 
e 


If he had annexed to that prerogative, the right of landing 
foreign troops in the kingdom, without number, the liberty 
and ſecurity of the ſubject were no more. He obſerved, that 
the learned Serjeant (Adair) had ſaid, the preſent landing of 
the troops was not an inſtance of dangerous violation of the 
conſtitution, which called for the interference of that Houſe, 
or for the reſolution propoſed by his Hon. Friend (Mr. Grey); 
but he did at the ſame time ſeem to admit, that there was in 
it ſome ſmall degree of encroachment : And he was of opi- 
nion, that it was the beſt plan in the body politic, as in the 
body natural, when attacked by diſorder, to obſerve the old 


maxim, ob/ta principiis, He ſaid he ſhould vote againſt the 


previous queſtion, and ſhould have been better pleaſed if 
miniſters, conſcious of what they had done, and how uncon- 


ſtitutional it was, had come forward at once, and afked for 


a bill of indemnity. | 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he wiſhed openly and | 


unreſervedly to ſtate his view of the queſtion, to aſſign his 


reaſons why he ſhould concur in the previous queſtion ; and 


why, if that had not been moved, he ſhould have felt no dith- 
culty in giving his direct and unqualified negative to the 
motion. He avowed the ſhare he had had in adviſing the 
meaſure; he defired no bill of indemnity; and if he were to 


be called to account for the advice he had given, he would 
-reſt his defence on the law of the land; for neither on any 


written law or practice of the conſtitution, did miniſters ſtand 


in need of indemnity. The motion was inapplicable to any 


practicable cafe before the Houſe, and therefore he ſhould 


vote 
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vote for the previous queſtion. The abſtract principle con- 
tained in it was founded on no law or declaration of law, and 
therefore he ſhould not have had the ſmalleſt heſitation in 
ping a direct negative, He was not now to. conſider 
whether permanently, in war or peace, foreign troops could 
be maintained in this country, wnder any of the yarious ways 
in which the acquieſcence of Parliament might be ſignified; _ 
but he was directly to contend, that for his Majeſty's miniſters 
to bring ſuch troops into the country in time of war, either 
to a place of rendezvous for foreign ſervice, or for the de- 
fence of the kingdom, his Majeſty communicating what had 
been done, and receiving in an addreſs the apparent approba- 
tion of Parliament, was contrary to no law nor precedent. 
Gentlemen had endeavoured to make a diſtinction between 
the vote of thanks of this ſeſſion of Parliament, and the yote 
of thanks paſſed in 1746, by ſaying the preſent was only a 
vote of thanks for the communication ; the former, for the 
meaſure, - This was ſo merely trivial a diſtinction, that no 
perſon would give it one moment's thought. In the year 1756, 


foreign troops were allo landed; the ſame mode of praceeding 


had been adopted; there had been a meſſage from his Majeſty, 
and in return from that Houſe, a vote of thanks. There was 
at that time no queſtion made concerning the ſtretch of pre- 
rogative by the crown; and thoſe were times not leſs free 
from political diſcuſſions than the preſent day; and afterwards 
it was found neceſſary to bring in a bill for providing quarters 
tor thoſe very troops ; which Pill paſſed into a law, and which, 
as it was but very ſhort, he. ſhould take the liberty of reading 
to them. This act, he aſſerted, was a ſtronger proof that the 
prerogative of the crown exiſted, with regard to the intro- 
duction of foreign troops, without the previous conſent of 
Parliament, than the argument which had been adduced by 
one Hon. Gentleman, that an Indemnity Bill, which had been 
introduced upon a ſimilar occafion, and which had been 
thrown out as unneceſſary, could be of the non-exiſtence of 
this prerogative z unleſs Gentlemen meant to contend, as they 
had done, upon a former occaſion, that the opinion of the 
minority of that Houſe, was the opinion of the Houſe, and of 
the majority. The next inſtance he adduced, was that of the year 
1775, when foreign troops had been ſent to garriſon Gibraltar. 
here had upon that occaſion arifen ſome doubt, becauſe the 
war in which we were then engaged, could not ſo properly be 
termed a foreign war, as a civil commotion ; which argument 
clearly evinced, that in caſe of a foreign war, the prerogative 
of the crown could not be denied, as to jts power of bringing 
in foreign troops. In the year 1782, troops had alſo been 
Uu 2 | landed, 
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landed, and the proceedings were preciſely the ſame as upon 
former occaſions; and at that time the Right Hon. Gentleman 
(Mr. Fox), who was even then no ſtranger to the limitations 
of the prerogative of the crown, made no complaint that there 
was any extraordinary ſtretch of prerogative. © The next 
inſtance, he inſiſted, was much ſtronger, when in the year 
1784, at a time of peace, the Heſſian 2 returning from 
America, becauſe of the ſeverity of the froſt, the rivers being 
frozen, could not be ſent home, were landed at the Iſle of 
Wight, and that too for a time uncertain, being until the 
weather would permit their return. When the Houſe was in- 
formed of this, by meſſage from his Majeſty, which meſſage 
he had the honour of communicating to them, yet, under 
ſomewhat extraordinary circumſtances, they concurred in an 
unanimous vote of thanks. When he brought down the 
meſſage, the Right Hon. Gentleman oppoſite-(Mr. Fox) had 
propoſed a motion to the Houſe, and it was put to the vote, 
which ſhould be heard firſt, when he (Mr. Fox) carried it; 
His motion was.“ That his Majeſty's then miniſters had not 
got into power, in a manner to conciliate the confidence of that 
Houſe.” He had that very day been appointed by his Majeſty 
to that ſituation, which he has ever ſince filled; and this 
motion, which he never thought of but with concern, was 
carried againſt him; yet, nevertheleſs, in the morning at 


ſeven o'clock (and the Right Hon. Gentleman was not apt to be 


tired of a debate, ſo that was not likely to be aſſigned as a 
. reaſon), when he delivered the meſſage, the Houſe concurred 
in an unanimous vote of thanks, though there was actually in 
the Houſe a majority againſt the miniſter ; who could then, 
if it had been thought any great extenſion of prerogative or 
violence done tothe conſtitution, expreſſed in an effectual manner 
their diſapprobation. In every inſtance which occurred, he con- 
tended the precedents were in favour of the prerogative of the 
crown. The remedy for the danger to be apprehended from 
this prerogative of the crown, was, that the King had no 
means of paying troops without the conſent of Parliament. 
Such was the admirable ſtructure of our conſtitution, that it 
provided various checks againſt the abuſe of prerogative, and 
lodged in the hands of the Houſe of Commons the moſt effec- 
| tual of all checks, the power of the purſe. He would there- 
fore neither admit hiſtorically, as founded on precedent, what 
he did not believe to be true, nor proſpectively, as a meaſure 
of precaution, unleſs ſtrong reaſons indeed could be ſhewn for 
curtailing the efficient prerogative of the crown at a time 
when it was to be exerted in the proſecution of a neceſſary 
war. He argued, that from the treaties lying on their _ 
| they 
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they might ſee that it was conſidered that the crown was veſt- 
ed with the prerogative of landing foreign troops, for in the 
preſent treaty with the Landgrave of Heſſe-Caſſel, there is an 
expreſs proviſion for what pay the Heſſians ſhall receive in 
caſe of their being taken into Great Britain or Ireland; and 
alſo the ſame clauſe in ſeveral former treaties of the fame 
kind. He contended that if this principle went to violate the 
conſtitution, it ſhould have been objected to, when thoſe 
treaties were properly before the Houſe, which had not been 
done. He diſcuſſed the nature and tendency of the Decla- 
ration of Rights and the Act of Settlement, neither of which, 
he contended, could, by any rational conſtruction, be made to 
controvert the principle that the previous conſent of Parlia- 
ment was neceſſary to the introduction of foreign troops into 
this kingdom in time of war; and after a variety of com- 


ments on the arguments of the mover of the motion and the 


mover of the previous queſtion, he concluded with repeat- 
ing, that the motion was neither founded in fact, nor a 
plicable to any caſe before the Houſe. e 5 
Mr. Fox began with obſerving, that he ſcarcely ever recol- 
lected a queſtion that had given riſe to ſo extraordinary a de- 


gree of extraneous matter, or to ſo great a variety of abſtract 


arguments, as the preſent. He felt a conſiderable difficulty 


in replying to the different obſervations made on both ſides of 


the Houſe 3 but notwithſtanding all the grave advice from the 
Attorney General, on the danger of agitating the queſtion, 


ſtill as a part of his duty, he could not, in juſtice to his con- 


ſtituents, adhere to what had been recommended with fo 
much ſolemnity, and from ſuch reſpectable authority. The 
propoſition which ſome of the Right Hon. Gentleman's 
friends had deprecated as unneceſſary and dangerous, which 
ſome could not hear mentioned without indignation, and which 
one only had dared to avow, the Right Hon. Gentleman had 
maintained in its full extent. Surely the Right Hon. Gentle- 
man, who had ſo many opportunities of diſplaying his elo- 
quence, needed not have been ſo fond of the pleading he had 
prepared for the occaſion (and a more able pleading, for pre- 
rogative againſt the conſtitution, had perhaps never been 
made), as obſtinately to preſs forward, againſt the warnings of 
his friends, a propoſition, which if true left no liberty re- 
maining, and gave full ſanction to all thoſe writings which had 
been called libels on our form of government. | 
It was not for him, he ſaid, to account for the conduct of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, who perſevered in his opi- 
mon on a queſtion that excited no ſmall ſhare of indignation, 
eren among thoſe Gentlemen who co- operated with _— 
| Othe r 
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other ſubjects. If the doCtrines of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer were true, he argued, that nothing which had been 
ſaid by the moſt atrocious libellers of the conſtitution, could 
be reprehended by Adminiſtration; becauſe the arguments 
of the Right Hon. Gentleman went to prove, that we had a 
conſtitution in words, but not in reality, not in eſſence and 
effect, not in permanency. God be thanked, he exclaimed, 
this was not true | for the Bill of Rights was in direct con- 
tradiction to what had been advanced by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer and his Honourable Friend (Mr. Windham) who 
ſat near him. That Gentleman had thought fit laſt year to 
manifeſt his fears, and ſupport the miniſter in every queſtion, 
ſince he enliſted under the miniſterial ſtandard. He had left 
his friends, becauſe he thought the conſtitution in danger; 
This he mult attribute to the acutenefs of his feelings, and the 
fame motive which urged him to depart from his friends, 
mould now have induced him to reſiſt this moſt violent and 


unconſtitutional ſtretch of prerogative. He conceived that 


the Attorney General had expreſſed ſomething like half a wiſh 
to ſupport the prerogative; but he conceived it his duty to 
come forward and ſtate boldly, what, with reſpect to the queſ- 
tion, was the prerogative of his Majeſty in time of war. He 
reprobated the conduct of miniſters, in attempting to juſtiſy 
the landing of foreign troops in this kingdom without the pre- 
vious conſent of Parliament. It was unneceflary for him, he 
ſaid, to point out the conſequence that muſt ariſe from ſuch 
doctrines, if adopted, where foreigners being the inſtruments 
of a miſguided Prince, or a licentious government, might be 
turned againſt the deareſt rights of the conſtitution, Great 


ſtreſs was laid by the Chancellor of the Exchequer on the 


circumſtance that they were not to remain long in the coun- 
try, but now the Houſe was informed that they were to re- 
main in the kingdom until ſent on foreign ſervice.. He was of 
opinion that a Bill of Indemnity ſhould have been at leaſt in- 


troduced to juſtify the meaſure, a meaſure which, during the 


American war, was declared, in both Houſes of Parliament, 
as one that annihilated Magna Charta. If a Bill of Indemnity 
had been brought in, the preamble would have run thus, as 
in former inſtances; © Whereas certain doubts have ariſen :” 
But to this conſtitutional phraſeology the miniſter was averſe, 


as he argued that the prerogative of the crown was fully com- 


etent to the introduction of foreign troops, agreeable to the 
Bil of Rights. His Learned Friend (Serjeant Adair) had ob- 


ſerved, that it was better not to argue the queſtion, than for the 
oppoſers of his Hon. Friend's motion to have a deciſion againft 


them; but this was an argument to which he never could 
6 | 700 
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conſent to ſubſcribe z though left in a minority, it was his duty 
to perſevere in what he thought efſential to the benefit of his 
country; and though the Houſe might neglect its honour, it 
did not follow that he ſhould deal treacherouſly with reſpect 
to his own. A Bill of Indemnity had been offered to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, but this he rejected with in- 
dignation 3 he however conceived it equally che duty of Par- 
liament to form a Bill of Indemnity on one queſtion, as it 
might be neceſſary to bring forward a Bill of Attainder on 
another. But if a bill of that nature was brought forward, 


Gentlemen on the other ſide of the Houſe would neceſſarily be 


compelled to confeſs, that the prerogatives of the Soverei 

were not ſuch as they wiſhed to maintain, though he truſted 
that the Houſe would never exerciſe its dignity, and ſhew them 
that the King was endowed with no prerogative that militated 


againſt the conſtitution. It had been ſaid on the other fide of 


the Houſe, that the Gentlemen who ſupported the motion, had 
preſumed on more wiſdom than their anceſtors, though the 
precedent of 1737 bore them out in every argument they had 
offered. They had not brought forward a ſingle new argu- 
ment on the ſubject in debate; then how inconſiſtent was 
it to accuſe them of being bold innovators, and agitators 
of a queſtion repeatedly diſcuſſed, and which they maintain 
' ought to fleep for ever? He ridiculed the idea that as the 
word War was not preciſely ſpecified in the Bill of Rights, and 
the word Peace was alone mentioned, that his Majeſty could 
conſiſtently with the conſtitution, introduce foreign troops 
into the kingdom; this, he ſaid, was a fallacious argument, 
reprehenſible in the extreme, as being 
on the principles of the Bill of Rights, which he defined not 
to be an enacting, but a declaratory law, on which the Houfe 
ſhould, on all occaſions, put the moſt liberal conſtruction. 
Allowing the Chancellor of the Exchequer every argument 

that could operate in his favour on the precedents whach he 
adduced, he would aſłk him, Mr. Fox ſaid, what had been the 
law anterior to the paſſing of the Bill of Rights or the Act of 
Settlement? If the Houſe was guided by precedents, thoſe 
Acts never would have pafſed, which prevented the landing 
or the ſuffering of foreign troops to remain in this kingdom. 
He maintained, that it was monſtrous and abſurd to ſay, ac- 
cording to the Chancellor of the Exchequer's definition of the 
Bill of Rights, that the royal prerogative could be carried to 
the extent of authoriſing the landing of foreign troops in this 
country in time of war, or in time of peace. If that were 


the caſe, how could he reconcile to himſelf the Mutiny Bill, 


_ ihe preamble of which did not recogniſe the circumſtance, but 
| | WO, was 


a moſt daring attack 
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was in direct contradiction to the arguments adduced by the 
Right Hon. Gentleman? He reminded Gentlemen of the 
debates that had taken place in 1775, on ſending. foreign 
troops to garriſon Minorca and Gibraltar. With what indig- 
nation was the preamble of a Bill of Indemnity brought in by 
miniſters then received, becauſe it ſtated that doubts had ariſen 
reſpecting the legality of employing. foreign troops in any part 
of his Majeſty's dominions without the conſent of Parliament? 
The bill with this preamble paſſed the Houſe of Commons; 
but when it came to the Houſe of Lords, it was thought better 
to throw out the bill entirely than ſuffer it to paſs-with a doubt 
expreſſed in it on a point of ſuch conſtitutional importance. 
Then it was that Lord Camden laid it down as a maxim, that 
the law knew no diſtinction between peace and war, with 
reſpect to the right of bringing foreign troops into this country, 
and that it could be done at no time without the previous 
conſent of Parliament. The Bill of Rights, Mr. Fox ſaid, 
was to be conſidered as declaring the conſtitution on particular 
points recited in it, which had been previouſly attacked and 


* endangered, not as declaring the whole of the conſtitution. 


In what books, or in what practice anterior to the Revolution, 
did Gentlemen find this diſtinction between peace and war, 
which they now ſo much relied on? r 

The Dutch guards in the time of William the IIId were not 
ſuffered to remain in this kingdom by virtue of the royal pre- 
rogative. They were voted in the army eſtimates, and had 
therefore the ſanction of Parliament. Where, he aſked, was 
an inſtance of foreign forces being introduced, without the 
approbation of the Commons? In 1745, it was true they were 
introduced; but then the country was in a ſtate of rebellion, 


and even at a period ſo alarming, it was confeſſed that the 


miniſter did an illegal thing, which was got over and 
ſanctioned by the ſubſequent approbation of Parliament. 
In the year 1775, there was a previous conſent of the Houſe, 
and therefore all precedents were in fact proofs againſt 
the exiſtence of any ſuch dangerous prerogative in the crown, 
which thoſe Geatlemen who oppoſed his Hon. Friend's mo- 
tion had ſuggeſted. An Act of Indemnity he profeſſed was 
unuſual where it applied to the officers of the crown when 
acting illegally ; but where a number of. perſons were impli- 
cated (for inſtance, if theſe troops were reſiſted by thoſe on 
whom they were billeted, in conſequence of their being an 
illegal force, acircumſtance which might lead to conſequences 


the moſt diſagreeable and dangerous), then a Bill of Indemnity | 


was neceſſary to avert the evil. Such a bill therefore would, 


in his mind, have been a more ſalutary meaſure: to — 
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than the previous queſtion, as propoſed by his Hon. and 
Learned Friend. In 1796, the Houſe had no objection to a 
Bill of Indemnity; but at this period, when one Gentleman 


(Mr. Wallace) had made aſſertions the moſt unconſtitutional 


ever uttered before a Britiſn Senate; it demonſtrated what 
were the conſtitutional doctrines which the oppoſite ſide of 
the Houſe wiſhed” to eſtabliſh. He entreated every Gentle- 
man preſent to act with great caution and deliberation on as 
momentous aqueſtion as ever arreſted the attention of a Britiſh 
Senate, and to reſiſt, with a manly firmneſs, the ſtrange and 
incoherent doctrines advanced by miniſtry. It had been a- 
ſerted, that the foreign forces had been introduced here for the 
purpdſe of foreign ſervice; but he cared not what was the 
cauſe, where the conſequences to the Bill of Rights were fatal. 
Subſequent events might reveal the e But again he 
ſaid, he wiſhed to impreſs on the Houſe w 

this unwarrantable exerciſe of the p ative, if theſe troops 
were to become the inſtruments in the hands of a wicked 
Prince, or a venal miniſter. The divine prerogatives of: the 
crown, was a language which he did not expect to have heard 
during that night's debate. During the arbitrary reign of 


James, it was true that it was conſidered blaſphemous to 


attempt defining thoſe limits, to which he ſet no bounds ; but 
he conceived that at this time words more ſuitable to the 
tongues of Britiſh freemen, were thoſe that defined and ſup- 
ported the divine rights of the Commons. They were af 
ſured by his Majeſty's miniſters, as an excuſe for the landing 
of thoſe troops, that they were not to remain long in the 
country. But this was not the queſtion. Would the miniſter, 
he aſked, ſay that it was legal or conſiſtent with the ſpirit of 
the conſtitution ? Who are to tell an army of Auſtrians, of 
Hulans, of Hanoverians, or of Dutch, that their further con- 
tinuance in England was contrary to law? Was the Houſe to 
wait until it was ſurrounded by foreign mercenaries, and then 
preſent them with a piece of parchment, or the Bill of Rights, 
to convince them that they were violating the liberties of 
| Engliſhmen, and acting repugnant to our conſtitution? Who 
was to tranſlate the contents? and when they were tranſlated, 
could the Right Hon. Gentleman anſwer what deference 
they would pay to that bill, which had been treated with ſo 
much indifference by him and his adherents? He conjured 
the IJouſe to conſider that the liberty of Europe has been de- 
troyed by the illegal uſe of the mercenary arms of Kings and 
of Princes. The liberties of the people, and the privileges 


Parliament, he faid, were evidently at ſtake, and he entreat- 


d thoſe who heard him not to deſert either, through private 
Vor. I. | XX 8 N friend- 
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friendſhip or barer intereſt. If there exiſted a party in this 
country which manifeſted a wiſh to lower the monarchical 
power, that party would be defeated by not rendering that 
power odious by a wicked and dangerous extenſion of the 

prerogative of the crown. Let the — prove true to 
the people, and the people would remain obedient to the Com- 
mons. We have no invaſion to fear, ſaid Mr. Fox, but an in- 
vaſion of the conſtitution; and the Parliament, which was its 


natural watchman, would regard with a tenacious and a jealous 


eye any meaſures calculated to deſtroy the balance of power in 
the Three Eſtates, by any unconſtitutional extenſion of the 
prerogative of the crown. When the eyes of the world were 
turned to the Conſtitution of England, he implored the Houſe 
not to ſuffer its admiration to ceaſe, or to aſſiſt in permitting its 
noble ſtructure to be defaced. Ireland, he ſaid, was a free and 
imperial kingdom; though ſhe may allow of foreigners at home, 
yet if they once croſſed the Channel and arrived in this 
country, they muſt be conſidered as an illegal army, and Go- 
vernment could not, without the conſent of Parliament, ſuffer 
them to remain in this kingdom. It was therefore incom- 
patible with Magna Charta to oppoſe the motion of his Hon. 
Friend. The preamble of the Mutiny Bill, “ Whereas a 
ſtanding army in time of peace is againſt law,” was always 
the ſame in war, as in peace—a clear proof that a diſtinction 
between peace and war with reſpect to the prerogative of the 
crown never entered into the contemplation of thoſe who 
framed it. He purſued his ſubject, and entreated that the in- 
troduction of foreign troops on the preſent occaſion, a mea- 
Jure perhaps not blameable in itſelf, might be qualified in ſome 
way or other, ſo as not to eſtabliſh a precedent of right in the 
crown and make the Bill of Rights appear to be conſidered 


as a ſucceſsful uſurpation, not, as it really was, an honeſt de- 


claration. He called on the Gentlemen who had taken part 
with him in the debates of 1775 not to abandon their former 
ſentiments, without well conſidering the importance of them. 
Let them reflect that the queſtion was the conſtitution, and the 
weapon the army; and that ſuch queſtions were not to 


governed by nice points and diſtinctions, like common las 


caſes. If there was any cauſe of alarm from any interval 
party hoſtile to the conſtitution, which he did not believe, the 
true way to combat ſuch men was to ſhew practically that they 
were wrong: To prove that the Houſe of Commons were 
virtually, if not literally, the repreſentatives of the people; 
that they were vigilant for the intereſts of their conſtituents 3 
that they were as much on their guard againſt the encroach- 


ments of prerogative as againſt thoſe of any too popular 2 * 
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but above all that their opinions were not warped by regard 
for this or that miniſter, that they did not embrace now what 
they dreaded eighteen years ago, and that, with reſpeCt 
to the great principles of the conſtitution, they were in- 
variable. E ee | | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer roſe to explain: He ſaid, his 

propoſition was diſtinctly this, that although it was not againſt 
law to bring foreign troops into this country, yet it was con- 
trary to practice; and miniſters would be culpable not to take 
the earlieſt opportunity of informing Parliament, or to keep 
them long in the country without' the conſent of Parlia- 
ment. | | | 

Mr. Martin ſaid, he had lived half a century in the world, 
and ſhould now ceaſe to be ſurpriſed at any thing : For every 
time he had come lately to the Houſe, he had met with ſome- 
thing more ſurpriſing than the time before. He wiſhed the 
previous queſtion to be withdrawn, that it might be known 
who would vote for the claims of prerogative now ſet up. 

The Houſe divided on the previous queſtion. | 

ee Ayes — 184 | 

| Noes — 35 

The original motion was conſequently loſt. 

Adjourned at twelve o'clock. 


TuEsDAY, February 11. | : 


The Speaker acquainted the Houſe that he had received an 
anſwer from Lord Cornwallis, to the letter he had ſent to his 
Lordſhip on the gth of January 1793, containing the thanks 
of the Houſe, 5 

ITRIAL OF MR. HASTINGS, | 

Mr. Wigley ſaid, he conceived it to have been ſo much the 
general with of the Houſe laſt ſeſſions, impelled no doubt 
by motives of juſtice, to accelerate the trial of Mr. Haſtings, 
and to bring that proceſs to as ſpeedy a deciſion as the nature 
of the circumſtances would admit, that he did not foreſee, that 
any objection would be made, or any oppoſition offered, to 
what he ſhould propoſe on the ſubject. He would therefore 
content himſelf with ſimply moving a reſolution, in which he 
hoped the whole Houſe would concur. His motion was, 
* That a meſſage be ſent to the Lords, to acquaint their 
Lordſhips, that the Houſe of Commons, under the preſent 
circumſtances of the trial of Warren Haſtings, Eſq. art anxi- 
ous that the trial ſhould be brought to a concluſion as ſoon as 
poſſible; and to inform their Lordſhips that the Commons are 
ready to attend the trial as many days, as many hours in each 
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day, as their Lordſhips can conveniently ſpare for that buſineſs, 
until the trial ſhall be finiſ.ed.”? | r 

Mr. Fox ſaid, he had not the ſmalleſt objection to the gene- 
ral purport of the motion, but the particular part of it which 
related to the hours, appeared to be promiſing a little too 
much. He was not "an the managers would be prepared 
my day to ſpeak as many hours as their Lordſhips ſhould be 
pleaſed to expect them. 1 0 
Ar. Laie faid, © The general ſilence of the Houſe flatters me 
into a belief, that we are unanimous in the ſupport of any 
propoſition which may tend to the acceleration of this extraor- 
dinary trial; the duration of which has, in my opinion, been 
long diſgraceful to the character of Britiſh juſtice in the eyes 
of every European nation. e | 
„ But, Sir, I do not rife to caſt an imputation on the high 
tribunal which entertains the queſtion, on thoſe Honourable 
Perſons to whom we have delegated the charge of proſecution, 
or on thoſe who conduct the defence of Mr. Haſtings; but to 

deplore that delays have ariſen almoſt from the very eſſence of 
the proceeding, and to lament, not principally that the unfortu- 
nate 8 who is the ſubject of our accuſation, ſhould 
have been ſo long borne down with the load of anxiety and ex- 
pence, but that the very principle and right of impeachment, 
the nobleſt palladium of the Commons of England, have con- 
ſequently fallen into popular odium and diſguſt. 

In times of criſis and importance like theſe, when within 
theſe eo hours, in this place, I have ſeen gigantic flrides taken to 
encroach upon the conſtitution, and rights and liberties of the 
people, I lament the right of impeachment ſhould fall mto 
diſtaſte. A Right Hon. Gentleman (whoſe abſence I regret as 
well as the melancholy cauſe of it) once ſaid, that the name 
Liberty had been fo uſed, as to make liberty unpopular, and 
the name of an impeachment has fallen under a fimilar per- 
verſion : It has been tarniſhed and depreciated by protraction 
and delay, But that protraction and that delay have yet been 
pregnant with one advantage to the adminiſtration of juſtice, 
which the moſt ſanguine expectation could not have looked 

forward to—the return of Lord Cornwallis from India—a 
name dear to every man who admires the union of public ta- 
lents with every public and private virtue. In 1786, the pro- 
cceding commenced, and the noble Marquis finds it unfiniſhed 
in 1794. The firſt article had been brought forward before 
he left England. If it ſhould be thought expedient, either by 
thoſe who conduct the proſecution, or by thoſe who adviſe on 
the part of the defendant, the teſtimony of Lord Cornwallis 
will be eminently uſeful to elucidate two grand m_ at ue 

8 1 etween 


between the contending parties : Or ſhould he not be called 
as 2a Witneſs, the ample reſource of experience his mind 
abounds with on this particular ſubject will be opened to the 
information of his fellow-Peers. From that experience of the 
well-adminiſtered affairs of India for the long period of near 
eight years, he will be enabled to repreſent whether the mea- 
ſures of Mr. Haſtings, and the opinion of that immenſe people 
as to his reputation and character, are ſuch as we in our 
charge at the bar of the High Court have painted them, and 
whether he be really the baſe and atrocious character our ac- 
cuſation has deſcribed him.” | | f 

Mr. Taylor ſpoke to order. He ſaid, he could not poſſibly have 
any objeCtion to encomiums on Lord Cornwallis, or any gene- 
ral obſervation on the circumſtances of the trial; but it did not, 
in his judgment, appear that ſuch obſervations were perti- 
nent to the motion before the Houſe. _ 

Mr. Speaker, on Mr. FekylPs endeavour to ſhew he was 
ſtill regular, informed him that he had digreſſed from the queſ- 
tion before the Houſe. Mr. Jekyll bowed in ſubmiſhon to the 
Chair, and diſcontinued further purſuit of his argument. 

The queſtion was then put and carried nem. con. 


Ho ALIEN BILL, | 

Mr. Secretary Dundas obſerved, that the proviſions of the 
Alien Bill were originally calculated to anſwer a temporary 
purpoth that they proved effectual to the full extent of the ex- 
pectations of thoſe who framed them, but that they were now 
about to expire, and it would therefore be neceſſary to renew 
them. A practice, he ſaid, had been recently taken up, which, 
if ſuffered to continue, would tend to defeat the purpoſe of 
the Alien Bill altogether. Perſons who were to quit the king- 
dom had been arreſted for debt, and then, being in the cuſtody 
of the ſheriff, they did not quit the kingdom. Mr. Dundas 
ſaid, he had reaſon to ſuſpect, that they cauſed themſelves to be 
arreſted, for the purpoſe of evading the Alien Bill. He had 
ſome doubts how far that could legally operate to retard the 
progreſs of the law. He ſhould inquire further into the mat- 
ter, and if he found it neceflary, he ſhould bring in a clauſe to 
provide for that caſe. He then moved, © That leave be given 
to bring in a bill for ettabliſhing regulations with reſpect to 
Aliens coming into this country, or reſiding therein in certain 

caſes.” Wu ' 
Ordered. | | 

Wo FRENCH PROPERTY IN THE PUNDS. 
The Bill to prevent the transfer of funds, or accepting any 
bill of exchange, &c. payable in France, was referred to a 
| {= Committee 
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Committee of the whole Houſe, after which it was agreed to 

conſider the report on Friday. The other orders of the day 

were then deferred. LET 
Adjourned, 


HOUSE OF LORDS... 
WEDNESDAY, February 12. 
NOTICE OF MOTION. 


The Marquis of Lanſcdoaun informed their Lordſhips, | that 


he had come down on each of the two preceding days to the 
Houſe at the time when their Lordſhips uſually entered on 
buſineſs, but it had been his misfortune to find the Houſe 
adjourned at an early hour; he had however been told that 
a Noble Friend of his (the Earl of Lauderdale) had moved, 
that the Houſe might be ſummoned for Friday next, at which 
time it was his intention to trouble their Lordſhips with a few 
obſervations onthe preſent very critical ſtate of public affairs. At 
the opening of the Seſſions, his Lordſhip ſaid, he had flattered 
himſelf with hopes that ſome meaſure would have been adopted 
that would have brought about a general peace upon fafe, ad- 
vantageous, and honourable terms to this country; but from the 
great preparations going forward in every department at home 
and abroad, he concluded that hoſtilities were meant to be pur- 
ſued on a ſtill more extenſive ſcale than before. The Marquis 
ſaid, he would deliver his opinion like an honeſt man, fairly, 
candidly, and temperately ; as he did not mean by what he 
ſhould offer to the confideration of their Lordſhips, to diſcloſe 
danger, or excite alarm, but would ſubmit what he had to 
offer, in ſuch language as he was convinced the miniſter would 
himſelf hold, did he entertain the fentiments that he did. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
WEDNESDAY, February 12. 
ROCHDALE CANAL, | 
Mr. Blackburn moved, That the Rochdale Canal Bill be now 


read a ſecond time. | | 
Colonel Stanley oppoſed the motion, and propoſed by way of 


amendment, inſtead of the word, © now,” to inſert the words 


this day fix months.” 
Mr. Egerton ſupported the amendment. 
A debate took place :—Mr. Dent, Mr. Eaſt, Mr. Wigley, 
Mr. Powis, and others, were in favour of the bill, ; 


Mr. 


with 
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Mr. Peele, the Maſter of the Rolls, and other Gentlemen, 
were againſt it. 
The Houſe divided, 
For the original Motion 109 
For the Amendment 51 
The bill was then read a ſecond time, and ordered to be 
committed to a Select Committee. 


TRIAL OF MR. HASTINGS. 


71 r. Adam deſired that the Journal of the Houſe, dated the 
6th of February 1788, be read, and then moved, “ That a note 
of the names of Richard Barwell, and Philip Francis, Eſqrs. 
Members of that Houſe, be given to the Serjeant at Arms at- 
tending that Houſe ; and that he do Fra notice to the ſaid 
Members to be preſent at the trial of Warren Ts Eſq. 
on all occaſions.” 


Ordered. 3 
ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE IN SCOTLAND, 


Mr. Adam ſaid, he was anxious that there ſhould be laid 
before the Houſe, an authentic account of the proceedings 
of the Court of Juſticiary in Scotland, relative to the criminal 
trials which had taken place there; and therefore, the motion 
which he had to make on that ſubject was, „That there 
ſhould be laid before the Houſe, an account from the Books 
of Journal of the Court of Juſticiary in Scotland, as far as 
they reſpected the trial of Thomas Mair, Eſq. and the Rev. 
Thomas Fyſhe Palmer.” If no objection were made, Mr. 
Adam ſaid, he would make his motion then; or, if more 
agreeable to the Houſe, he would give notice of the future Gay 
on which he would bring it forward. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he had his doubts on 
the ſubject. If it ſhould appear that the granting of the 
papers in queſtion were a mere matter of courſe, he could have 
no objection: On che other hand, if the motion were made 
with a view to imply any thing like a cenſure on the proceed- 
ings of the Court of Juſticiary with reſpect to the trials al- 
juded to, or even to imply a doubt of their rectitude and pro- 
pricty, his opinion was fo ſtrongly made up on that ſubject, 
that he ſhould be inclined to reſiſt the motion. He therefore 
hoped the Hon. Gentleman would have no objection to allow 
lome time to conſider this matter. 

Mr. Adam ſaid, he would bring the motion forward on 
Friday; and if then oppoled, he would give notice tor the 
ducuſlon on a future day. | 
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Mr. Baſtard moved, That the ſeveral petitions preſented 


on behalf of the Woolcombers, ſtating their apprehenſions of 
the miſchiefs that would enſue to them, if a machine lately 
invented for combing wool, ſhould be brought into general 


uſe, by which many thouſands of them would be reduced to 


want of bread, might be referred to a Committee. | 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, there was no douht 
that the ſubject was important, and he felt the neceſſity of 
affording individuals every poſſible protection from hardſhips: 
At the ſame time they ought not to conſider the particular 
and immediate intereſt of individuals in preference to the 
public and general intereſt. The ſubject was not to be viewed 
,artially, and without due attention to the general principle, 
5 which the intereſt of this country at large had been fo 
much promoted. | 

After a ſhort converſation, the petitions were ordered to be 
referred to a Select Committee, who are to report the facts 
adduced in evidence before the Houſe, but without giving 
their opinion on the ſubject: The whole being afterwards to 
be fairly ſubmitted to the judgment an Seiko of the 
Houſe, | 
| SLAVE TRADE, 

AI. Alderman Newnham ſaid, he was anxious to know 
when the Hon. Gentleman who moved for leave to bring in a 
bill to aboliſh the Slave Trade to Foreign Territories, intended 
to bring in his bill. | 
__ The Speaber informed him,, that the order of the Houſe on 

this ſubject was, that a Select Committee, which had been 
named, ſhould prepare and bring in a bill upon the ſubject. 
The ſpirit of that order meant that there ſhould be no unne- 
ceſſary delay. But until the Hon. Gentleman ſhould give his 
objection on the delay the ſhape of ſpecific a motion, he mult 
reſt fatished with the reſult of a private inquiry, 

Ar. Wilberforce profeſſed not to have the leaſt inclination 
to refuſe any information that he could give on the ſubject 
He had no intention to delay the buſineſs z but in fact he 
had been indiſpoſed during the laſt three days. 

TE CONVOYS. ED. | 

Mir. Taylor preſented a petition from the owners and 
matters of veſſels now lying in the port of London, complain- 
ing of the great loſs they had ſuſtained in conſequence of the 
Lords of the Admiralty not having granted them ſuſſicient 
convoys, &c. and praying general relief, Ordered to lie on 
the table. „ 

The Mutiny Bill was read a third time, and paſſed. 


The 
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The Marine Oy: Bill was reported, and ordered to be 
ingroſſed. 
The Houſe, in a Committee of Supply, pany the following 


reſolutions: 
For rendering the Houſe of Peers. more com- 


nom and for warming and ventila- ' . d. 
ing it, 72 11 10+ 
For the Clergy Fa Laity, French Refugees, 27, 92 4 65 
For works in the Fleet Priſon, 8 „„ 26320. 8 = 
For ditto, at Somerſet Place, „„ 
On account of Land Tax paid for ſalaries of ETD 
Commiſſioners for auditing- Public Ac- 
counts, 1,814 15 
For debts contraRted by Mr. Tilly, Agent 
and Conſul General at "Tripoli, © 9 | 2,111 1 © 
For trouble of perſons inquiring into loſſes SHIP AD 
ſuſtained in evacuating the ire . 
ſhore in 1786, , f : . 1,084 15 0 
For ſurveys at Cape Breton, „ 000.9 IL. 
For moneys iſſued to. Biſhop of Quebec, for | 
| Rationary for Upper Canada, and for ex- | 
pences of adminiſtration of 1 95 in | 8 
Newfoundland; ce. en 10 6 
To Commiffioners for inquiring into the | ta 
Laws, &c. of the iſland of Jerſey,  . 537 12 6 
For loſſes. ſuſtained by Mr. Starbruck, by 5.27 "M0 
his removal from Nova Scotia, „ 248 18 0 
For American Civil Officers, ants» e 16h © 
For his Majeſty” s ſervice abroad, between | : 775 7 
Janu „1793, and Jan ae 14,585 10 
For be 2 1.2 e 8 46,519 13 7 
To Commiſſioners of Woods and Foreſts, e 
For American ſufferers, purſuant to act 28 e eee 
Geo. III. 211,29 6 87 
To ditto, purſuant to act 30 Geo. III. | 56,796. 7 6 
For expence of proſecuting Mr. Haſtings, . 10,749 3 8 


For {ending proviſions, &c. to, and expences 


of couvicts at New South Wales 109,820 8 10 
For expences « of, convicts on the Thames, 1 1,393 4 8 
For convicts 1 in Langſtone and Portſmouth | 5. 
Harbours, omg . 
For the extraordinary expeyiced of the Mint, 18,844 12 4 
For the Aftican forts and ſettlements, „ 1% 0 


To pay Exchequer Bills, 3 e K 0 


Dom. 
GY 


Agreed, to, and ordered to be e next day. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
TrursDaY, February 13. 


At twelve o'clock the Houſe met, and adjourned the appeal 
which ſtood for hearing this day to Monday next. 

Their Lordſhips then proceeded to Weſtminſter Hall, to the 
trial of Warren Haſtings, Eſq. _ 4 

At half paſt two the Houſe being reſumed, a meſſage was 
ſent to inform the Commons, that their Lordſhips would pro- 
ceed in the trial of Mr. Haſtings on Meade next. 

A hourned till to-morrow. 


HOUSE or COMMONS. 
Tzuuns par, February 13. 

De Speaker informed the Houſe, that on the breaking up 
of the trial at Weſtminſter Hall; he ſhould follow the ar- 
rangement upon that ſubject laſt year; that as ſoon. as there 
were forty Members preſent he ſhould take the chair, and 
proceed on private buſineſs; but that public buſineſs ſhould not 
commence until five o'clock. _ 

The Marine Mutiny Bill was read a third time, and 
paſſed, 

The Bill for raiſing a loan of eleven. millions on annuity, to 
carry on the war, was read a ſecond time, and ordered to be 
committed to a committee of the whole Houſe to-morrow. 
The bills for repealing the duty on Gloves, and on Births, 
Burials, and Chriſtenings, were read a ſecond time, and or- 
dered to be committed to a Committee of the whole Houſe to- 
morrow. 


The bill for impoſing a duty on Attornies, was read a ſecond 
time. 
Mr. Jolliſte ſaid a few words on the hardſhips to which 


certain clerks would be ſubjected by the nee tax on ſuch 
as were 1 articled to attornies. 


Narr 


The bill was then ordered to be comiulited to a val 
of the whole Houſe, on Monday next, 

The Annual Indemnity Bill was read a ſecond. time, and 
ordered to be committed next day. | 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. | 


ir ends; FriDaAr, February 14. = 438 
$ The order of the day having been read for their Lordſhips 1 
to be ſummoned, | > Og 
— 4 The Marquis of Lanſdown ſaid, he was extremely ſorry to 
have given their Lordſhips the trouble of having come down 
4 to the Houſe that day, more eſpecially as he was obliged to 


put off his motion on account of having received intimation 
from a noble Lord, high in office (Lord Grenville), that it 
would be inconvenient for him to attend, on account of bu- 
ſineſs of public importance. The Marquis ſaid, that he was 
happy at all times to accommodate miniſters, who, God knew, 
had enough upon their hands in times like the preſent, a 
period ſo big with difficulty and danger, that there was no 
occaſion to add to the weight of reſponſibility with which > 
lis Majeſty's ſervants were already loaded very ſufficiently. 
For his part, he was ready to give them every accommodation 
that he poſſibly could give, ſhort of a due diſcharge of his 
duty to the public at ſo very important a criſis. As the de- 
ferring of his motion would neceflarily in ſome ſort diſar- 
range the buſineſs of their Lordſhips, of which notice had 
already been given, he had ſpoken to a noble Earl, who had 
moved to have their Lordſhips ſummoned for Monday next. 
That noble Earl had been kind enough to conſent to put of 
his motion till Tueſday 3 he meant therefore to move to diſ- 
charge the order that ſtood for the day, meaning afterwards 
to move, 'that their Lordſhips be ſummoned for Tueſday, 
under the idea that it would be generally underſtood by their 
Lordſhips, that the buſineſs which had been intended to have 
come on that day would be brought on next Monday. f 
Lord Grenville declared, that the noble Marquis had been 
perfectly accurate and correct in his ſtatement of the reaſons 
which had induced him to put off his motion. He had found 
it neceflary to ſend a note to the noble Marquis to requeſt 
it, for the reaſons which had been already ſtated, and the 
noble Marquis had readily complied, for which he begged to 
take that opportunity of expreſſing his ſenſe of it. Lord 
Grenville aſſured the Houſe, that he was extremely deſirous 
of meeting every queſtion of public importance, with as little Wis 
delay as poſſible, but moſt eſpecially a queſtion of the intereſt- | 
ing and important. nature of that, which it was underſtood 
the noble Marquis meant to propoſe to bring under diſcuſſion. 
He begged leave further to aſſure them, that nothing but public 
buſineſs of a preſſing and indiſpenſable nature could have in- 
duced him to wiſh the diſcuſſion of the noble Marquis's 
ns: AF 27 motion 
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motion to be delayed for a ſingle moment z no matter of pri- 
vate convenience would ever induce him or any of his Ma- 
jeſty's miniſters to protract the conſideration of a ſubject, which 
was deemed to be intereſting to their Lordſhips or the public. 


The Earl of Coventry reminded the Houſe, that there was | 


already a buſineſs of preſſing neceſlity fixed for Tueſday, viz. 
the Committee of Privileges, which for obvious reaſons ought 

The Earl of Lauderdale admitted, that the occaſion for that 
Committee to {it was preſſing and important, and he hoped 
it would no longer be delayed. 55 

A ſhort converſation enſued, between Earl Stanhope and 
Lord Lauderdale; and the Marquis of Lanſdown's motion was 
agreed to. | | 

EXPEDITION TO AID THE ROYALISTS IN FRANCE, 

The Earl of Moira roſe, and begged their Lordſhips at- 
tention. He ſaid, he had not taken the liberty of moving for 
the Houſe to be ſummoned, becauſe he had conceived, that 
if the debate which had been expected, had come on that 


day, he might in the courſe of it incidentally have availed 


himſelf of the opportunity, and (tated all he wiſhed to fay in 


_ conſequence of ſome diſcuſſions (reſpecting a matter in which 


he had an immediate perſonal concern) that had taken place 
in another Aſſembly. The debate having gone off, he would 
take advantage of the occaſion of being preſent, and enter 
into an explanation of matters, which from the manner 
in which they had been treated elſewhere ought to be cor- 


rectly , underſtood. The Earl ſaid, his explanation would 


neceſſarily draw him into ſome degree of detail, but he 
would endeavour to be as brief as poſſible. Farly in the ſum- 
mer he had been ſent for to town, and offered the command 
of an expedition not immediately to be undertaken, He 
readily gave his conſent, and accepted the propoſition. He 
was aiterwards ſent for again to town, and defired to take the 
command of a different ſervice (to adjuſt and ſuccour the 
army of the royaliſts) immediately to be commenced. Having 
given his conſent to undertake the firſt command, he couid 
have no objection to the ſecond. He accepted it therefore, 
and prepared without delay to execute the object of miniſters. 
On the 15th of November he was honoured with his Majeſty's 
commands, and by the Friday following he had ſettled all bis 
arrangements, and ſet out for Portſmouth. Owing merely to 
accident of wind and weather, the "frigates and tranſports 
could not come round, and the fleet did not ſail from Port'- 
mouth until the 1ſt of December. | 

While at Portſmouth, and previous to his ſailing, his Lord. 


hip ſajd, his Majeſty's miniſters had received information 


a meeling 
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a meeting held by perſons deputed by miniſters to the army of 
the royaliſts, at Doll in Normandy, who had agreed upon a 


plan of operation; but owing to the difficulty of intercourſe, 


it ſo happened, that the information did not reach his Ma- 
jeſty's miuiſters till fifteen days afterwards, the 25th of No- 
vember. By that information, it was ſettled Ao ſignals 


were to be made by the Engliſh fleet on their arxival upon the 


coaſt, for the purpoſe of directing the troops where they 
thought the deſcent moſt practicable, and a variety of ot her 
matters were adjuſted. On the iſt of December 85 ſailed, 


and early the next morning they made the coaſt of Cherbourg. 


He ran down the coaſt for a conſiderable extent, hoping to 
find the royaliſts in the force that had been repreſented to 
him; but not one of the concerted ſignals, though repeatedly 
made by the different fhips, was anſwered from the ſhore. 


Not knowing how to account for this circumſtance, and in 
obedience to his orders, his Lordſhip ſaid, he proceeded to 


Guernſey, where, in conſequence of contrary winds, he did not 
arrive till the 25th. His Lordſhip deſired the Houſe to attend 
to the dates which he had occaſion to mention, becauſe the 
whole of his explanation reſted on that particular. While 
at Guernſey, he diſpatched a number of emiſſaries in ſearch 
of the royaliſt army. He at length learned that the royaliſts 
had made an attack on Granville, but had been -defeated, and 
had retired to the banks of the Loire. All the French journals 
and newſpapers - however ſtated, that one column of the 
royaliſt army had directed its courſe towards Caen in Nor- 
mandy. His Lordſhip ſaid, that on conſidering the port, 
which the royaliſts had named as the port for him to make, 
he found that from the peculiar difficulty of acceſs and from 
other circumſtances it would be impoſſible for him to throw 
ſuccours into it; he therefore by his emiſſaries had ſent word 
to the royaliſts of the doubts he entertained of being able 
to effect the purpoſe agreed on, and had directed their march 


to another point. While. at Guernſey a ſtorm aroſe, that ſe- 


parated from him half his ſquadron and troops. Conceiving, 
nevertheleſs, that the faith of the Britiſh government was 
pledged to the army of the royaliſts, he thought it his duty, 
be the event and conſequence what they might, to lend them 
every poſhble ſuccour which his reduced fore could ad- 
miniſter, . Under the impreſſion of this idea he put to ſea, 
and after he had left Guernſey he appointa the French ſtaff, 
which had been rendered the ſubject of dil@tion in another 
Houſe of Parliament. He begged their Lordfhiys to recollect 


the point of time when this appointment was made —while 
he was expecting to land on the coaſt of France immediately, 
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and when he meant not to join his army to that of the 
royaliſts, but to engraft the royaliſts forces on thoſe which 
he had under his command. When he expected, the moment he 
landed, to have proceeded to battle, to find the royaliſts difpirited 
by defeats, and to have to lead them on to inſtant conteſt, 
it was impoſſible therefore for him, with any regard to pru- 
dence, to truſt to the chance of ſubſequent 'opportunity, 

He appointed the French ſtaff as he had ſtated, and it conſiſted 

of two aids-de-camp, a French ſecretary, and a quarter-maſter 

general, In having appointed this ſtaff, he had no heſitation 

to ſay, that he had not been authoriſed by his Majeſty's mi- 

niſters ; he conceived that the nature of his command ne- 

ceſſarily veſted him with a degree of diſcretion adequate to 
the end of the deſtined ſervice. If, however, it ſhould he 
thought by his Majeſty's miniſters that he had acted impro- 
perly, he defired diftin&ly to be underſtood, that he took the 
expence upon himſelf, and that miniſters might, if they 
pleaſed, upon the winding up of his accounts, deduct the whole 
amount of the expence. | | 

Another matter brought into diſcuſſion in the other Houſe 

of Parliament, he underſtood had been, that he had appointed 

French artilleriſts. The fact was, that the council who di- 

reed the operations of the royaliſt army had ſtated to our 

government, that they had plenty of cannon, but that they 
really did not know how to make uſe of them effectually for 

5 want of proper artilleriſts. Conſidering that the French had 

1 rendered themſelves ſo formidable in the field by means of 

5 their artillery, his Lordſhip ſaid, he thought the circumſtance 

A worth immediate attention. He wrote without delay to 
Flanders, begging that the army in that quarter would ſupply 
him with as many artilleriſts as they could well fpare. His 
requiſition was inſtantly complied with, and as ſoon as they 
arrived they were put upon allowance, but their allowance 
was not included in any pay-lift. What could he do leſs with 
men, whom he had ſent for, from an army in which they 
were entitled to conſtant pay? After {ending for them, it 
would be the height of injuitice to have turned them adrift 
or abandoned them altogether. | 5 

He was ſorry to ſee, that among the obſervations made on 
this matter elſewhere, the names of the French officers had 
been called for. If it had occurred to any Gentleman in either 
Houſe to what danger he precipitated the officers in queſtion, 

\ their relatives and connexions in France, he was ſure he 
would not have agitated the ſubject, at leaſt not have 
defired their names. He was not a little ſurprifed, that 
reflections of the ſort to which he alluded, had not 


ſuggeſted themſelves to Gentlemen in general. _— 
1 | | ele 


* 
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theſe officers might themſelves with, diſdain; and contempt 
ſmile at any.diſcloſure of their character, ſituation, and cir« 


cumſtances, that could be made; but let it be recollected, that 


they had wives and children in France, whoſe very exiſtence 
depended on their public conduct. Poſſibly chey might have 
miſtakingly purſued an improper conduct in the firft era of 
the revolution; but whatever might be the ſum of their er- 
rors, they bad. amply atoned for all their miſconduct. God 
| knew, they had ſeen the meaſure of their ſufferings fully fill- 
ed, and let ĩt not be- ſaid, that the hand of an Engliſh Gentle- 
man directed a dagger to their breaſt, to increaſe their pain 
by adding another wound to the many under which their 
ſenſibility was, already agonizin g 5 

The Karl of Lauderdale ſaid, it was not his intention to de- 


tain their Lordſhips without any motion being before the 
Houſe; but he thought it neceſſary to rife, in the behalf of. 


thoſe, who in another Houſe of Parliament had agitated the 
matters referred to by the noble Earl, in orden that when the 
noble Earl thought it neceſſary to favour their Lordſhips with 
the explanation which they ha 


the noble Earl had appointed foreigners on the ſtaff: in his 
army. He gave ſo much credit to the high military character, 
known ability, jand; great talents of the noble Earl, that he 
did not imagine he would take any meaſure of a ſtrong na- 
ture and queſtionable upon the face of it, without being able 
to aſſign ſtrong reaſons for hig conduct. Neither was his 
Hon. Friend at all actuated by a wiſh to depreciate the merit 
of the French officers. in queſtion, much leſs to draw down; 
upon their relatives and connexions in France the melancholy. 
and fatal conſequences. alluded to by the noble Earl, which 
he as much as any man muſt dread and deploxe. Had thoſe 
who ſpoke upon the ſubject elſewhere, received as candid and 
as liberal an anſwen from miniſters- to a plain queſtion put to 
them in a way perfectly parliamentary, as the noble Earl had! 


Juit given, ſure, he was, that they would have been ſatisfied. 


and the matter would have heen ſet at reſt. But miniſters, ſo 
far from deigning:to afford the leaſt information on the ſub- 


ject, had affected an offenſiye and inſufferable hauteur, and 
perſiſting in a; ſullen and myſterious ſilence, would not give 
2 ſingle word of anſwer, and thence had excited thoſe - con- 


ſtitutional jealauſies and ſuſpicions, which a ſhort and imme- 
Cate explanation would have prevented. His Lordſhip re- 
minded the Houſe of the critical and dangerous ſituation of 

| public 


d juſt, heard, he might. take, 
the ſame opportunity. of declaring, that it had never occurred 
to an Honourable Friend; and Relation of his in another place 
to inveſtigate, the time, the motives, or the principles on which 
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blic affairs, and obſerved that at ſuch a moment it became 
embers of Parliament, and moſt efpecially Members of the 
other Houſe, to watch every public tranſaction with the moſt 


Jealous attention, and to ſhew themſelves ſenſibly alive to every 
matter that bore the appearance of treſpaſs either on the 


laws or the conſtitution. 1 

Lord Grenville ſaid, he was far from meaning unneceſſarily 
to go into a debate fo irregularly as when there was no queſtion 
before the Houſe ; but he muſt beg to be allowed to expreſs 
the high ſenſe he entertained of the very maſterly conduct of 


the noble Earl, who in ſo fair, ſo liberal, and fo manly a man- 


ner had taken upon himſelf the reſponſibility for a line of 
ſervice, as wiſe, as able, and as judicious as ever had been 
adopted in a truſt of fuch importance. But liberal as the 
noble Earl had been that day, he muſt allow others to lay 
claim, in ſome ſort, to fairneſs and liberality, and to take upon 
them the whole of the reſponſibility, ſo handſomely claimed 
by the noble Lord for the meafures that he had - purſued. 
Lord Grenville declared, he ſpoke for himſelf and in behalf 
of his Majeſty's government in general, when he defired to 
be confidered as fully reſponfible for every part of the tranſac- 
tions ſtated by the noble Earl. With regard to what had 
paſſed im another place, perhaps if thofe, who had there 
brought the matter under diſcufſion, had given themſelves time 
to make thoſe reflections which the noble Earl had fo properly 


hinted at, as the probable confequences of ſuch inquiries as they 
had ſeemed deſirous to provoke, they would from motives of 


humanity have forborne. 5074 25 | 

The Earl of Guildford ſaid, the Houſe might be aſſured, 
that he would not attempt to ſpeak long, without a queſtion _ 
to argue upon; but he could not help ſaying, that he differed 
totally from the noble Lord, high in office, as to the impro- 
priety of perſons in another Hoùſe of Parliament taking notice, 
as ſoon as they heard that foreign officers were put under 
ſuch an eſtabliſnment in a Britiſh army as entitled them to 
receive pay while in England. There could not, the Earl ſaid, 
be two opinions relative to the illegality of landing foreign 


troops in England, without the knowledge or conſent of Par- 


liament. But with reſpect to the ſubject in queſtion, had 
the ſame fair and liberal explanation as the noble Earl had fa- 
voured the Houſe with, been given by miniſters elſewhere, 
all further inquiry would have ceaſed. There could not exiſt 


in any man's mind a wiſh to provoke or induce the fatal con- 


ſequences alluded to by the noble Earl; but the explanation 
once given, there could ſcarcely remain a difference of ſenti · 
ment on the ſubjeCt. 8 „„ eee The 
2 The 


0 


chequ 
natur 
it wa 


FB, 14. WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 383 


The order of the day was diſcharged, a new order made 
ſor their Lordſhips to be ſummoned for Monday, and the 
Houſe unmediately adjourned. I 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

FRIDAY, February 14. 


a _. *CONVOYS. Soak 
My. Fox ſaid, he had been given to underſtand by the 


Chancellor of the Exchequer, that a conſiderable inconveni- 


ence would ariſe if the ſubje& of which he had given notice 
ſhould be diſcuſſed that day: He would therefore, with the 
leave of the Houſe, poſtpone it till Tueſday. 

The Attorney General moved, that the order of the day for 
recommitting the Bill to prevent the transfer of property in 
the funds, accepting bills of exchange, &c. payable in Franca, 


de read. The ſame having been read, the Bill was recommit- 


ted. The report was received immediately, and the Bill was 
ordered to be ingroſſed, and read a third time to-morrow, if 
then ingrofſed. ET e | 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, that the Rev. Dr. 


Bathurſt, Dean of Chriſt Church, Oxford, be deſired to preach 


a Sermon before the Houſe, in St. Margaret's, Weſtminſter, on 
the 28th of February, inſtant, being the day appointed for a 
General Faſt.—Ordered. 1 $10 


' ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE IN SCOTLAND. 


Mr. Adam reminded the Houſe, that he had given notice 
of a motion relative to the proceedings had on certain tri 
in Scotland, which had taken place in Auguſt and September 
laſt. He did not know whether the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer had as yet made up his mind on that ſubject. The 
nature of the motion which he had to ſubmit was not new; 
it was ſimilar to the caſe of Mr. Wilkes. It was only to have 
an authentic copy of the record of the trials laid before the 
Houſe. He ſhould be glad to know whether the Right Ho- 
nourable Gentleman objected to that proceeding: If he did 
not, the motion might be made then, without farther delay. 
If it ſhould be thought right on the part of any perſon to op- 
poſe the bringing the indictment before the Houſe, in the firſt 
inſtance, he muſt ſhape the ſubſtance of what he intended to 
move in another form afterwards; but he wiſhed now to know, 
whether the Chancellor of the Exchequer meant to object to 
the motion in limine?_ _ | | Bhs”: | 
De Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he had conſidered the 
ſubject alluded to in the notice given by the learned Gentle- 
Vor. I, . 2 2 man, 
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ſo thinking to ſtate his opinion at the time of moving 
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man, and he thought it his duty to oppoſe the motion for 


bringing the record of the proceedings in queſtion before the 
Houſe. He had no reluctance in ſaying, that if any perſon 


thought there had been any thing improper or illegal in any of 
the proceedings 1a thoſe trials, it was regular for the * 

or the 
papers; but he could not conſent to the production of the 
papers, becauſe it might imply ſomething like an idea that 
there exiſted ſome ground of doubt or ſuſpicion, as to the le- 


gality or the propriety of the proceedings on the trials in queſ- 


tion before the Court of Juſticiary in Scotland; and being 
himſelf perfectly ſatisfied, that the Judges in their determina- 
tion were ſtrictly legal, and that in the exerciſe of their diſ- 
cretion they had conducted themſelves in a manner highly 
meritorious, it was impoſſible for him to concur in any vote 
that might imply a contrary impreſſion. SLY © og 
Mr. Adam ſaid, it was not his intention in any manner to 
contradict or negative the proceedings of the Court of Juſtici- 
ary, by the motion he intended tq make. Nothing could be 


more groſsly improper than haſtily to take up and determine 


on queſtions in which the mode of proceeding in Courts of 
Juſtice was materially concerned: He abſtained from ſaying 
one word upon that ſubject. But there was ſome embarraſſ- 
ment thrown in his way by the anſwer he had juſt received. 
He ſhould endeavour to explain himſelf as far as he then could, 


truſting to the candour of the Houſe when the matter ſhould 


come to be diſcuſſed. He was ready to confeſs that the pro- 
poſition which he ſhould have to make, would tend to inveſti- 
gate the judgment and diſcretion of the Court of Juſticiary, 
if not to prove them wrong ; but he wiſhed to keep that back 


at preſent, It muſt appear to the Houſe that it would be ex- 


tremely difficult for him to maintain and ſupport an objection 
to the legality of a judgment, without that judgment having 
been previouſly laid before the Houſe, and thence rendered 
capable of reference. The caſe of Mr. Wilkes, and other 
caſes, proved that ſuch a requeſt as he was about to make was 
neither novel nor unprecedented, but had been complied with 


by the Houſe. Neither would it tend to lay any imputation 
-on the Court of Juſticiary, until the queſtion itſelf was agi- 


tated. He owned, he felt ſome degree of embarraſſment in 
conſequence of the refuſal of the papers on the queſtion of 
the legality of the ſentence, and alſo with regard to the mode 
of the proceeding in ſome parts of the trials he had alluded 
to; all of which would have been removed if the papers had 
heen permitted to be laid before the Houſe, He might be told 


that that which he {tated with regard to the trials had not ue 


Fx. 14. 


ſentence of the Court on that verdict. Then, that t 
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place. This buſineſs had made an impreſſion on his mind, and 
he wiſhed. that the matter ſhould come fairly and fully before 
the Houſe 1 for their opinion; and in arguing it, 
he ſhould, to uſe the language of a lawyer, have aſſigned er- 
rors, as if he was arguing on an appeal before the Houſe of 


Lords. He then ſtated the facts which he wiſhed to appear 


before the Houſe — The libel charging Mr. Muir with ſeditious 
practices The plea put in by the defendant to that charge 
The verdict of the Jury on the trial of the iſſue; —and the 

here ſhould 
appear before the Houſe ſuch minutes, notes, or other matter, 
that might be of record with reſpect to that trial, he ſhould 
have two motions to make with regard to the trial of Mr. 
Muir : One, on the commitment of a witneſs of the name of 
John Roſe for prevarication,' and of William Muir for not 
taking the oath—and ſomething afterwards to add as to the 


regularity of the proceeding. | 
The Chancellor ꝙ the Exchequer ſaid, that both motions 


might be made on the ſame day. 


he buſineſs was appointed for Monday ſe'nnight. 
The report of the Committee of Supply was brought up, 


read, and agreed to. 


„„ ,,, | 
Sir Francis Baſſet called the attention of the Houſe to the 
ſubject of tolls taken by different millers in this country, for 


grinding of corn. The practice, Sir Francis ſaid, required 


regulation; for the tolls taken were unequal, uncertain, an 

in many caſes extremely exorbitant; and the conduct of ſome 
of the millers extortionate, and apparently diſhoneſt. He took 
a large but curſory view of all the different parts of the ſub- 
ject, and concluded with moving, That leave be given to 
bring-in a Bill to regulate the price to be given to Millers for 


prioding e A : 
The Bill for raiſing. eleven millions on annuities, for the 


ſupport of the war, went through a Committee, and the Houſe 


ordered the report to be received to- morroww-. 
Read a third time, and paſſed, ſeveral of the Bills for the 
additionnl taxes. Adjourned. | 5 58 HE 
--* :: | HOUSE -OF'COMMONS. 
erco Karen 16. 
Read a third time, and 
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The Bill for raiſing Eleven Millions on Annuities, for the 
ſupport of the War, was ordered to be ingroſſed, and to be 
read a third time on Monday, if 3 . ; 

The annual Indemnity Bill paſſed the Committee, and the 
Report was ordered to be received on Monday the 17th. 

The Bills for repealing Duties on Gloves, and on Births, 
Burials, and Chriftenings, paſſed the Committee, and the 
Report was ordered to be received on Monday the 17th. — 
Adjourned. | | 8 7 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monpay, February 17. 

Several of the new Tax Bills were read a firſt and ſecond 
time. 'The French Finance Bill was brought up from the 
Commons, and read a firſt ttme. F 

5 IMPEACHMENT. 9 5 

Tord Thurloꝛo informed their Lordſhips, that he underſtood 
the Marquis Cornwallis would not be able to attend to give evi- 
dence on Wedneſday in Weſtminſter Hall on the Trial of War- 
ren Haſtings, Eſq.; and as the Managers for the Houſe of Com- 
mons wiſhed to decline, and very properly, the further pro- 
ceeding in the buſineſs, until Mr. Haſtings had availed himſelf 
of the evidence of the Noble Marquis; in conſequence of 
this, he obſerved, that it was uſeleſs for their Lordſhips to pro- 
ceed to Weſtminſter Hall on Wedneſday the rgth, as they 
would have to return in the ſame manner as they did on a 
former day. For theſe reaſons his Lordſhip moved, That the 
Order for Wedneſday ſhould be diſcharged, and that they do 
proceed further on the Trial of Warren Haſtings on Monday 
the 24th. | hv Sh 


MOTION FOR PEACE. oy | 


The order of the day being called for, and having been read, 


Tre Marguis of Lanſdewn roſe, and began with faying— 
« e I do aſſure your Lordſhips, that it is with no ſa- 
tisfaction to myſelf I riſe to make the motion which, T ſhall 
have the honour to ſubmit to your Lordſhipsꝰ confide. ation be- 
fore I fit down. I ſhould have infinitely preferred to ſee it 
come from thoſe whoſe information on the ſubject, and whoſe 


influence in this. Houſe, would: have infured it ſucceſs. I 


ſhould have particularly wiſhed to haye ſeen it in the hands of 
miniſters, becauſe I am anxious only for the object, and have 


no perſonal feeling to gratify. I have deferred it, in hopes, 


at leaſt, that it would have been taken up by ſome Lord of 
more eminence, and of more conſideration than. myſelf; and 
I ſhould have been happy to have ſeconded it, come from what 

| ; $0 A quarter 


* 
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quarter it might, without any regard to party or faction, 
having declared fix months back, that whoever made peace 
ſhould have my hearty ſupport. Happy ſhould I have been, 
my Lords, to have allowed to miniſters all the merit, and all 
the gratitude, which it would have fixed in the breaſts of their 
country; for, however high the tone of language of men may 
be for a moment, I am convinced that the true ſentiment of 


the kingdom is in favour of peace, and that they who ſhould 


be the means of obtaining that bleſſing would cordially re- 
ceive the thanks of every thinking man. I ſay, then, my 
Lords, that I ſhould have been ready to ſupport whoever 
ſhould have made the motion, and J have deferred it fo long 


only in hopes of ſeeing it in other and abler hands. But, in- 


ſtead of this, ſeeing the immenſe preparations that are making 
for a continuance of the war, feeing what on the firſt day of 
the Seſſion I took the liberty of calling the Bonds and Mort- 
gages on the property of this kingdom, which loaded your 
Lordſhips' table; ſeeing the volume of engagements into which 
we have entered with foreign powers, the enormous arrange- 
ments that are forming in every department, and the folemn 
declarations that we have made, and are daily making, of per- 
ſeverance ;' I cannot let the Seſſion flip by, without coming 
forward with ſome motion on the ſubject, as I think it high 
time that your Lordſhips ſhould deliberate for the moment, 
juſt to inquire into the cauſe and the object of our purſuit. 

4 do not mean, my Lords, to exaggerate the calamities 
to which the war has given rife; 1 do not mean to excite. any 
ſpirit of diſcontent; I mean to draw your Lordfhips to a cool 
and temperate reflection on the criſis. I will endeavour to 


avoid every thing that looks like aſperity of obſervation, all 


harfhneſs of language, all violence of debate; I will not for 
a moment detain you by any animadverfion on the conduct of 


the war; though, undoubtedly, if the war is to be perſiſted. 


in, its conduct muſt undergo your ſcrutiny; but it is my de- 
fire to confine myſelf to the preſent ſtate of things, and to 
draw your Lordſhips' attention to this fingle ſubject: What 


is the object of the war, and what are the means by which we 


hope to accompliſh it? Though, undoubtedly, other Noble 
Lords would have been able to have entered into the conſider- 
ation of this topic with more ability than myſelf, yet I truſt, 


that you will pay attention to my facts, whatever indulgence _ 


you may giye to my arguments, and to my reaſoning on them; 
for, my Lords, if ever there was a ſubject that called for the 
deliberate attention of mankind, and particularly of your 
Lordſhips, as you involye by your deciſion the fate of mil 
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62] will not enlarge in the ſhape of declamation; I will 
not addreſs myſelf to your paſſions; I will. huſband the time 


and the patience of your Lordſhips as much as poſſible; but 


what, my Lords, muſt be the feelings of a burdened nation, 
when they ſee thirteen millions of money voted by their repre- 
ſentatives towards the continuance of this war, without even 
a ſingle conſideration being taken of the merits of the cauſe ? 
when they ſee this done on the mere pretext of a French pam- 
phlet! Such is the melancholy fact; for though miniſters 
have already, in the ſhort ſitting of the preſent Seſſion, drawn 


this ſum from the pockets of the people, all the grounds upon 


which they have gone, all the arguments they have uſed, all 
the explanations they have given to their country, are extracts 
from a French pam of a dead man, or a comment, however 
long and ingenious, on a French faction, that is now no more. 
They have laid, indeed, bundles of papers upon the table, 
ſubſidiary treaties with foreign States, which, as I have ſaid, 
might be conſidered as bonds, judgments, and mortgages or 
the eſtate of every man in this country; but without enter- 
ing into any examination of the principles on which it is un- 
dertaken, or the object which is in view, other than a few 
comments on the pamphlet of M. Briſſot. My Lords, the 
people of Great Britain are not likely to think the ſentiments 
of a ſingle individual, and that individual a member of a fac- 
tion that was cruſhed at the time of the writing, a good 
ground for perpetuating the horrors of an undefined and unex- 
plained war. Inſtead of diſcuſſing the characters, the preten- 
fions, or the merits of the perſons who compoſe the Conven- 
tion of France, let them look to what loaded their table. The 
individual members of the National Convention were here to- 
day and gone to-morrow; they were not worth their Lordſhips' 
attention, at a moment when they were called upon to encoun- 
ter and provide for another campaign. It was well known that 
the faction of Briſſot was overthrown, as the preſent faction 
might be overthrown; and inflammatory pamphlets by the 
partiſans of each ſucceſſive faction might furniſh pretexts for 
the continuance of hoſtilities, if ſuch wretched pretexts are to 
be conſidered as legitimate grounds of war. | 

After two campaigns, the laſt of which has been, in truth, 
the moſt diſaſtrous, both in the effuſion of blood, and in the 
walte of treaſure, that the modern world has ſuffered, it will 
not be unworthy of your Lordſhips to pauſe for a moment, 
and, before you involve Europe in the horrors of a third, to 
inquire into the ſucceſs of the paſt. 'I ſpeak the hearfelt ſen- 
timent of every man of every country, that the campaigns 
have been as unfortunate as to the object, as they have been 
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melancholy in regard to the ſacrifice: of blood and treaſure, 
No pompous declaration can reconcile you to falſehood. Our 
failure is aſcertained by mankind, and is a matter of hiſtory. 
It now comes therefore to be the queſtion, whether the innu- 
merable treaties that we have made are calculated to turn the 
tide of misfortune, and to ſecure to us the rational hopes of 
ſucceſs in the campaign that is to come. 8 
« have no heſitation in ſaying, that, as far as my feeble 
judgment can determine, we have no more probability of 
ſucceſs now than we had before. If we are to draw wiſdom 
ſrom the experience of ages, your Lordſhips will not diſdain 
the teſtimonies that have been borne, by the ableſt generals 
that the world ever ſaw, againſt the line of war in wh 
are involved, From the illuſtrious Duke of Marlborough 
down to General Lloyd, the laſt officer who has written on 
the ſubject, the opinion of all the men of great military ta- 
lents of Europe has been, that an attempt to penetrate France 
through the frontier which has been the ſeat of war is im- 
practicable; and that it is madneſs ſo to attack it. This is 
the uniform, unanimous opinion of military men; and this 


opinion has been, moſt unfortunately for the allies, verified 


by the fate of the two laſt campaigns. Let us ſee what was 
the line of the war: The firſt attack was made by the line of 
Champagne and Lifle; the next by Maubeuge and Landau; 
and bel attacks have been made under men of the greateſt 
talents, and the greateſt military fame in Europe. Of the 
Duke of Brunſwiek, the Marquis ſaid, it was impoſſible for 
him to ſpeak in terms of panegyric too lofty: His retreat had 
ſubjected him to the molt cruel reflections: It is attributed to 
his want of management; whereas, I can take upon me, my 
Lords, to ſay, on the concurring evidence of every military 
man with whom I have converſed, that his retreat from Cham- 
pagne was highly honourable to his military talents, and 
would have made the reputation of any General, who had 
ſcarcely any fame to boaſt of before, as General Dumourier, 


then his enemy, openly and candidly confeſſed. The allies 


however, doubtleſs to ſupport their cauſe, found it neceſſary 
to load him with reproaches, to delude the people into an 
idea that the Duke alone was to blame, and that they ought 
not to look to the true cauſe of the failure, the impoſſibility 
of atchieving the gigantic enterprife that had been attempted. 
It was, my Lords, the natural reſult of an attempt to pene- 
trate France; and vou ſee that the fame fate has followed the 
viher two. Did General Clairfait fare better at Liſle? Has 
the Priace of Saxe Cobourg fared better ? Has General Wurm- 
ler fared better? All theſe officers, the higheſt in a 
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all bred in the beſt military ſchools. of Europe, have had the 
fame fortune.“ Of the Prince of Saxe Cobourg's ſkill and mi- 
litary knowledge no man could entertain a doubt. His private 
character, the Marquis ſaid, he highly eſteemed, as much as 
he admired his talents as a ſoldier and a captain. Of General 
Clairfait the Marquis ſpoke in liberal terms z admitting that he 
was a ſoldier of fortune; no man, he was perſuaded, would 
hazard the aſſertion, that to his incapacity any one of the diſ- 
aſters he experienced was attributable. * I forbear to go fur- 
ther, for reaſons that will be obvious to your Lordſhips; but 
I might purſue the queſtion without any hazard of finding an 
exception in any of the other attempts that have been made by 
other commanders; and we are now beginning a third cam- 
paign after this melancholy experience. But it ſeems a new 
officer, of middle rank (his Lordſhip obviouſly alluded to Co- 
| Jonel Mack), has formed a new plan, upon which all the Ca- 
| binets of Europe reſt their hopes, and upon which we are 
again to hazard the lives of our fellow- creatures in ſo perilous 
a conteſt. My Lords, I will not affect to difpute with the 
Cabinets of Europe on the queſtion of the new project ſug- 
_ gelted by this diſtinguiſhed officer, in whom they affect to have 
ſuch confidence. Genius is undoubtedly not confined to any 
rank; and I have found, in the courſe of the little experience 
that I have had in the military profeſſion, many inſtances of 
high and meritorious ſervices performed by officers of the mid- 
dle ranks.” The officer to whom he alluded had certainly ſeen 
great ſervice, and had probably conducted, with ſome degree 
of ſucceſs, very gallant enterpriſes; but while he did not 
think unworthily of his enthuſiaſm, or his military talents, 
he nevertheleſs could not conceive it very likely that he ſhould 

be able to ſucceed in accompliſhing an object, in which prede- 
ceſſors of ſuch acknowledged military experience and gallantry 
had failed of ſucceſs. It certainly, however, was a received 
opinion in the military ſcience, that the proper ſphere of the 
ſervice of officers of that deſcription was in operations, under 
the main deſign, where vigour and rapidity of execution were 
Tequired. Nor was it a novel thing to find in the military 
profeſſion, as we find in every other profeſſion, men of ſuch 
zeal and warmth as to form the moſt ſanguine plans, to un- 
dertake the molt improbable adventures. Without, however, 
attempting to detract from the laudable zeal of the Gentleman 
in queſtion, his coming forward to revive the drooping ſpirits 
of miniſters, in their romantic cruſade, was not aſtoniſhing. 
What malady was there ever known ſo great, what patient 10 
ill, but ſome phyſician would be found to preſcribe and under- 


take his cure? What caſe was there ever ſo abſtruſe and in- 
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tricate, but ſome lawyer would receive a fee, accept a brief, 


and promiſe to bring him through ? I am not therefore (ſaid 
the Marquis) ſo much aſtoniſhed that we ſhould find an officer 
ſuggeſting a new plan, as to ſee the credulous avidity with 
which it 1s embraced, and the implicit confidence that is given 
to it. It is ſurely of conſequence to your Lordſhips, to look 
back to the only rati- al ground upon which any eſtimate of 
ſucceſs can be made, the experience that we have had already. 
We are told that we have had ſucceſs; Flanders has been 
ſaved. Let us inquire into the fact: Flanders was Joſt by one 
battle, and regained by another. If this experience is good 
for any thing, it ought to teach us that the fate of Flanders de- 
pends upon a ſingle battle, and that it may be loſt by the next 
which thall happen. A little of the ſecret hiſtory of the laſt 
campaign would alſo ſhew us, that the loſs of Flanders to the 
French was the reſult of the animoſities of private faction, 
which, there as well as here, firſt gave Dumourier the aſ- 
cendant over La Fayette, and ſubjected him to the triumph 
of Pache. To the animoſities of theſe factions may be attri- 
buted their failure by the detection of Dumourier. The jea- 
louſies between La Fayeite and Dumourier were the cauſe, 
and in proportion to the unanimity of the French (an unani- 
mity firmly eſtabliſhed by the perſecution of their enemies), 
will be the difficulty of making any impreſſion on the Re- 
public. Let their Lordſhips remember, that there was a prin- 
ciple of action and re-aCtion in human nature, that never fails 
to produce ſtrange and unaccountable effects. This was well 
deſcribed in a Poem *, juſt publiſhed by a Gentleman uncon- 
nected with party, a Member of the Houſe of Commons, who 
generally votes with Miniſters, certainly not with Oppoſition ; 
and being ſo far analogous to the affairs of France, he begged 
leave to recommend it to the peruſal of their Lordſhips, and 
his Majeſty's Miniſters. But the reſult of the private factions 
has at length given to the government of France more for- 
midable power than ever was maintained by any ſtate; and it 
behoved their Lordſhips to look at the conſequences which are 
likely to follow, from their keeping up in France the tone and 


paſhon which they at preſent poſſeſs. France, by the preſ- 


ſure of the allies on their frontiers, has become a ſchool of 
military wonder. Young men of fourteen years and upwards 


are inured to the toils of war; their whole ſtudy and mind 


were directed to one point. Seven years would ſoon paſs 


away, and there was no man able to propheſy what new pat- 


A Poem recently publiſhed under the title f The Landſcape,” 
2 dilaftic Poem in three Books; addrefſed to Uvedale Price, Elq. by 
R. P. Knight, Eſq. [Mr. Knight is Member for Ludlow. 
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fions would poſſeſs their minds, nor what unforeſeen enter. 
priſes they might not effect. Purſue the war, and they would 
run the hazard of eftabliſhing in the centre of Europe a mili- 
| tary republic: They would cheriſh and confirm a ſpirit that 
it would be impoſſible for Europe afterwards to extinguiffi. 


They would give a new turn to their thoughts; a new pur. 


ſuit, a new genius, a new character to the people. Let their 
Lordſhips remember, that a revolution was a critical event; 
that it naturally ſuggeſted great plans and projects. Whoever 
has been long in office, muſt have found abundant proof of 
the number of matters of importance which originated in the 
days of Cromwel, during the Commonwealth; ſome of them 
of the firſt importance, that ever were conceived for the be- 
neſit of any country. 

« Lord Bolingbroke ſays in his works, that all the Spaniſh 
ſtateſmen with whom he converſed, ſaid of Philip, that they 
would have been able to have made him as good a Spaniard as 
any of the Philips before him, and unconnected with 
France, but for that alliance between Holland and England. 
The effect of that alliance has laſted down to our days, as was 
ſeen in the family-compact, and the armament reſpecting 
Nootka Sound. Thus if we perſevere to goad, to attack, and 
to hunt the French, we ſhall only confirm, never to be rooted 
out, a military republic in the very heart of Europe. And 
do not let us proudly conceive that our combination will make 
us formidable, becauſe it is oppoſed to a ſingle people; when 
we ſharpen talents by irraſcibiſity, when we inflame the na- 
tural. energies of the ſoul, when we call forth and arouſe 
every faculty of nature, each Individual becomes ſomething 
more than man: In fact, my Lords, the conſequences are not 
to be calculated by the arithmetic of common events. And 
ſuch has ever been the experience of ages. Great moments 
have always produced great men and great actions. The time 
of conflict is the time in which Nature ſeems to delight in her 
grandeſt productions. From the Grecian republic down even 
to our modern hiſtory, the moit reſplendent powers of man 
have been ſhewn in the times of the greateſt imminence, the 
greateſt difficulty, and the greateſt danger. The preſent, 
therefore, is a ichool for Frenchmen; every youth devotes 
himſelf to the cauſe of liberty; and thus actively engaged on 
the grand ſcene, all the powers of his ſoul take a warlike di- 
rection; it becomes a faſhion, and the whole of the ring 
generation are educated in the military art: Not, my Lords, 
as our youth are educated to the military art, as one only of 
the profeſſions in which they may individually rife to eminence 
or diſtinction; but the enthuſiaſm of war enters into the —_ 
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only from the enthuſiaſm of liberty; and the whole country is 
taught to feel that their only occupation, their only paſſion, 
ought to be arms, becauſe their only good, their only bleſſing, 
is independence. | 22 | | 

« Such is the war in which we are engaged, and in which 
England: has taken the lead; and has become, if I may make 
uſe of the common expreſſion, the cat's-paw of Europe: And 
ſuch are the effects which our confederacy is to produce. I 
wiſh, therefore, my Lords, to draw your conſideration to the 
point of honour, of policy, of prudence ; and to demand of 
you, as reaſonable men, and as Engliſhmen, whether you 
ought to perſevere in ſuch a war? whether, upon the prin- 
ciples which are avowed, you ought to ſucceed ? and whe- 
ther, by the treaties which you have made, you are likely to 
do ſo ? But, above all, I wiſh you to inquire, as Engliſhmen, 


whether the war is not likely to produce conſequences fearful 


to England, fearful to Europe, fearful to the liberty of man- 
kind? And our firſt inquiry muſt be, what are the treaties 
and alliances upon which we place our hopes? I ſhall run over 


them with rapidity, as I think it only neceſſary to point out 


ſome of their leading features, and to ſhew you how little ra- 
tional conkdence ought to be placed in them, and how little 
benefit can be expected to reſult to Europe. Firſt; as to 
Spain, who will enſure to us, even for a ſingle campaign, the 
continuance of our Spaniſh alliance? It is obvious that your 
views on the Weſt India iflands of France, and upon the ex- 
termination of her navy, throw Spain upon your mercy. All 
the object of your rival intereſt, all that contraband trade, 
which it has been ſo much your object to encourage to her diſ- 


content, all the points that have ſo long been at iſſue between 


you, particularly in 1741, and recently in the caſe of Nootka 
Sound, fall at once to the ground, and you gain the complete 
aſcendancy, ſo as even to demoliſh the foundations of her 
power. Do you flatter yourſelves that Spain 1s blind to all 
this? Do you believe that ſhe will tamely ſee you. gain the 


_ Poſſeſſion of iflands that muſt determine her fate? My Lords, 


you muſt not truſt to ſo unreaſonable a hope: Spain cannot be 
{o inattentive to her ſolid intereſts. She cannot have forſaken 
ſo completely her uniform ſyſtem. - I have the higheſt reſpect 


for the Spaniſh character; noble, manly, candid, and open: 


The Spaniard is a dignified character; but can we alike truſt 
the genius of the government of Spain? And, without de- 
ſcending to inquire into circumſtances that have recently hap- 
pened at Toulon, without inquiring into the differences that 
have happened in more caſes than one, without demanding 
whether unequivocal figns of uneaſineſs were not manifeſted, 
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when the Spaniards ſaw a ſhip of 110 guns taken away by the 
Engliſh, which they thought belonged in preference to them, 
as the natural guardians of Louis XVII. and how little ſatiſ- 
faction they found in the flimſy pretext, that the French choſe 
rather to be under the Engliſh protection than theirs, I will 
{imply demand, whether we can entertain any ſubſtantial con- 
hdence in this alliance? Would not the very circumſtance of 
the French preferring our protection to that of Spain, awaken 
her jealouſy? Is there any compact to prevent ſuch jealouſics ? 
or can there be any ſuch compact in the nature of things? In 
the mean time Portugal, whoſe alliance naturally belonged to 
us, was getting into clote relation to Spain, who had endea- 
voured to ſtrengthen the connexion by family alliances, fo as to 
leave little doubt in whoſe intereſt ſhe would be found, with all 
the advantages the has to offer in her ports, in caſe of future dif- 
ferences between the court of London and the court of Madrid. 
As to our next ally, the King of Pruſlia, it is obvious 
that there are no relations which can intereſt him to the con- 
tinuance of this war: All his real relations muſt lead him the 
other way : As the head of the Germanic alliance, it muſt ever 
be his policy to reſiſt the aggrandizement of the Houſe of 
Aultria, That Germanic alliance, upon which the liberties 
of Europe depend, ſeems, for the moment, to be facrificed 
to this project againſt France; and he is now allied with the 
Houſe of Auſtria to accomplith an object which muſt ruin the 
very object of that league. To ſupport the independence of 
Pruſſia, the Marquis ſaid, he would cheerfully vote for almoſt 
any ſubſidy; becauſe, when once the principalities of Germany 
were enflaved, the world might bid farewel to the liberties and 
freedom of the Continent. But was it to be believed that the 
cabinet of Vienna has changed its object, and that Europe has 
no longer any thing to dread from its unbounded ambition ? 
No ſuch thing. Their Lordſhips all knew the memorable ex- 
preſſion of the late King of Pruſſia: I have ſeen,” ſays that 
great Prince, © the Auſtrian generals make faults, but the 
Cabinet of Vienna never makes a fault.” That Cabinet had 
been diſtinguiſhed, not merely by its ſyſtematic ambition, but 
by its inceſſant, uninterrupted ability in the proſecution of its 
deſigns. In no moment has it ever changed, in no moment 
has it ever abated, from its courſe; and this power, ſo reſt- 
leſs, ſo hoſtile to every other government, which ſo recently 
plotted the mighty object of the exchange of Bavaria, by 
which alone the liberties of Europe would have been de- 
moliſhed, we now ſee in an unnatural alliance with that 
very ſtate, whoſe intereſt it moſt immediately is to prevent its 


deſigns. Let their Lordſhips recollect, how near the ates 
| | Q 
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of Vienna was, to the atchievement of her aim reſpeCting 
Bavaria, having the active conſent of Ruſſia, and for ſome 
time the conſent and concurrence of France. If this plan had 
ſucceeded, the chief of the Houſe of Auſtria would have be- 
come King, which was far greater than Emperor of Germany, 
and all the little German ſtates muſt one after another have 
fallen his prey; juſt as the different provinces of France had 
fallen into the hands of the Kings of that country, in quick 
ſucceſſion. Either Pruſſia, therefore, cannot be ſincerely 
united to Auſtria, in the preſent war, which muſt of courſe 
threaten our confederacy; or, if ſhe is ſincere, the connexion 
muſt threaten the liberties of Europe, to a much greater de- 
gree, than ſuffering France to continue her preſent boundaries. 
Can we believe that a thing fo monſtrous as this alliance of 
Pruſſia and Auſtria will continue? or that the independent ſtates 
of Germany can long be kept ſo ſtupidly blind to their per- 
manent intereſts, as to aid and abet the court of Vienna in 
the preſent war ? | 
„Our next great ally is Ruſſia, the Coloſſus of Europe. 
[ call Ruſſia the Coloſſus of Europe, my Lords, for the beſt 


reaſons z ſince, by the vigorous and perſevering policy of its 


Princeſs, her power has at length been raiſed to an enormous 


magnitude. Next to the court of Vienna, that of Peterſburgh, 


in the preſent reign, has become the moſt ſyſtematic of any 
in Europe. The good ſenſe of the Britiſh nation recently 
faved us from a profitleſs and impracticable war, on the preci- 
pice of which we ſtood. By the fault of miniſters, we made 
peace, leaving Ruſſia in poſſeſſion of Ockzakow; for even 
that might have been prevented, had we interfered earlier, 


while Sweden ſtood embarked againſt her in the war. But 


we have now ſuffered her to give a value to Ockzakow, which 
before had only negative uſes, by allowing her to ſeize the 
whole eaſtern divifion of Poland, reckoning from north to 


ſouth, and containing three millions and a half of people; 


with corn, foreſts, and paſtures, ſome of the fineſt in the 
world, which will enable her to make an active ute, not only 
of the river on which Ockzakow ftands, but of all the rivers 
eaſt of the Danube-: By this means, furniſhing herſelf with 
every ſpecies of ſupply for land and ſea operations on the ſpot 
againſt Conſtantinople itſelf. All this has been done, while 
our attention, and that of the reit of Europe, has been fo 


imprudently given to intermeddling in the internal affairs of 


France. And thus has ſhe been able to lay the feeds of power, 
the future produce of which it is perhaps impoſſible to calcu- 
late. As to her alliance, we may reaſon from her paſt, what 
will be her future conduct. Where, let their Lordſhips aſk, 


were the forces of Ruſſia ſeen, that were expected to be ſent 
againſt 
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againſt the common enemy? Had Ruſſia, in any one parti. 


cular, futflled her promiſes? In fact, it was her invariable 
policy, to embroi! the ſouthern powers of Europe, in order to 
exhauſt them. We had conſtantiy experienced this diſpoſition, 
She endeavoured to interfere as a mediatrix in the peace of 
1792, only with a deſign of throwing obſtructions in the way, 
and of retarding the event. It required addrels to reſiſt her 
efforts; and ſhe was diſpleaſed at not being permitted, at the 
time of framing the preliminaries of the laſt peace, to uſe her 


good offices to embroil us. Such has been her craft in the 


preſent war, inſtead of ſending troops to aid the confederacy, 
ſhe has been building fortreſſes in her newly-acquired territory 
in Poland; that, as ſoon as the fees her rivals properly ex- 
hauſted, ſhe may be able to attack her long-devoted victim, 


the Turk. My Lords, it is a ſerious conſideration that you 


are thus aſſiſting her project, and countenancing the plan of 
_ exhauſting the finances of every {fate in Europe, ſo as to pre- 
pare them for the general overthrow which the projects. I 
can ſpeak upon the moſt authentic information, that of mer- 
chants who have recently come from the keeneſt, the moſt 
acute, and moſt obſervant mercantile country in Europe, that 
the reſources of the Empreſs, in men and money, are inex- 
hauſtible; and that they go beyond the calculation of all men, 
not intimately acquainted with the foundations of her power. 
« Our next ally to be conſidered, is Holland: Holland 
that was dragged into the confederacy by us, againſt her better 
judgment; Holland—that has been the cat's-paw of the cat's- 
paw : For the fact is moſt undeniable, that miniſters involved 
Great Britain in the war, and Great Britain tricked Holland 
into it, contrary to her own judgment and inclination. What 
aid are we likely to obtain from the Dutch? Though ſo for- 
midable a maritime power, have they ſent a ſingle ſhip to ſea ? 


As to their army, I forbear to ſpeak; I will not repeat all the 


ſtuff that has been told in the newſpapers of their conduct. 
If it be true that they diſplayed any backwardneſs, thoſe who 
recollected the manly ſtruggles the Dutch made for their free- 
dom, would caſily account for that apparent backwardneſs; 
it only exhibited a ſtriking example of the difference to be 


found between the conduct of men when engaged in defence 


of their own liberties, and when drawn in to fight againſt 
others againſt their will; and ſhewed the wide diſtinction 
between fighting in a good cauſe, and fighting in a bad onc; 
between fighting at home defenfively, and fighting abroad 
offenſively. | oe | 
% There is another ally, the King of Sardinia, from whom 


certainly much cannot be expected. As to the ſaſpicion which 
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ſomehow or other had gone abroad, that it would be the 
King of Sardinia's inclination to continue the war for the ſake 
of the ſubſidy that we give him; it is an aſperſion (ſaid the 
Marquis) equally abſurd and illiberal. The King of Sardinia I 


believe to be an honeſt man. He has accepted a ſubſidy, not, 


] believe, for the fake of a ſubſidy; but for other ſound, politi- 
cal, and patriotic reaſons: He has, on more than one oecaſion, 
proved his integrity, and maniſeſted his gallantry. But Sardinia, 
conſidered as a ſtate, is weak and exhauſted. The King of 
Sardinia cannot do us ſervice. It was always an opinion that, 
though he might be a ſmall check upon France, and might be 
uſefully employed in the way of diverſion and check to any 
progreſs of the French beyond their territories in that quarter, 
juſt as the French may hold out the terror of an invaſion to us, 
the King of Sardinia could never croſs the Var to any good 
purpoſe. I remember this was the opinion of Mr. Grenville, 
and it has been uniformly proved by experience. | 
“Such are the voluntary alliances of England! if they are 
all of them to be called ſuch; and upon this heterogeneous 
confederacy of intereſts ſo inimical to each other, of powers 
actuated by no common motives, tied to each other by no 
friendſhip, do we rely for ſucceſs in this war! Is it to be ex- 
pected that they can keep together? is it to be believed, that 
an object that has never been defined, in which no two of 
them agree, nay, which is ſtated to be diametrically oppoſite, 
as often as they try to define it, ſhall yet perform he miracle 
of keeping down all their old animoſities, ſtifling their jea- 
louſies, reconciling their differences, ſmoothing their mutual 
alperities, and reſolving them all into a maſs of formidable and 
perſect union? If, my Lords, you can rationally believe that 
this miracle will be performed, you may attach hopes to any 
ſcheme that may be preſented to you for the further progreſs 
of the war. I confeſs, my Lords, that it does not enter into 
my imagination, that the league can endure to any good pur 


poſe; but that it will ſoon be found, that the artful ambition 


of two of the courts (Ruſſia and Pruſſia) maintains it only until 
their rivals are exhauſted. In the mean time it is manifeſt, 
that none of our allies have money, except only that power 
that has taken care to give you no other aid than promiſes; 
and that the whole burden has fallen, and 1s to fall, upon the 
peopie of Great Britain and Ireland. 7 | | 
Our next point, my Lords, is to look at our conduct to 
neutral powers, whom we are endeavouring to force to become 
our allies z and here, my Lords, I muſt lay it down as a poli- 
tical maxim, that whatever ſyſtem a nation may adopt for it- 
ſelf, however profuſe it may be, and regardleſs reſpecting its 
. | own 
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own exiſtence, no nation has a right to dictate a ſyſtem to 
another. There 1s no country in Europe that ought more re. 
ligiouſly to act upon this principle, ſince there is no country 


that could be more endangered by the violation of this right 


than ourſelves. I fear that we have loſt, by our conduct to- 
wards neutral nations, ſomething more valuable than even our 
blood, we have loſt our honour. One great point, which he 


had juſt alluded to, miniſters have appeared to have wholly over- 


looked: They had not conſidered that a nation in purſuit of its 
object, might declare war, and waſte its treaſures, and hazard 
its exiſtence ; but in regard to neutral nations, every inſult of- 
fered to them might operate againſt ourſelves, & to-morrow, 
and to-morrow,” after the war had ſubſided, as a juſt puniſh- 
ment for our inconſiderate and imprudent conduct. 

c Tt is of the utmoſt conſequence in this war of opinion, 
where the French are accuſed on all ſides of perpetually vio- 
lating public law of every deſcription, that the allies ſhould 
not be ſuppoſed to violate the law of nations. It behoves Eng- 
land particularly to be on its guard, as having already ſuffered 


much by the odium contracted in being ſuppoſed too eager in 


ſearching for enemies goods in neutral veſſels, as well as in 
uſing too high a tone of power, and having really too much 
power by fea. Not only this, but our immediate intereſt, 
ſhould compel us to be very attentive in not breaking in upon 


the rights of neutral nations, to whom we have been ſingu- 


larly beholden in different quarters in former wars, and may be 
ſo again. Several of theſe rights we had particularly ſtipu- 
lated for in various treaties, and had always upheld them not 
only for our own account, but for the benefit of Europe, both 
in political and commercial views. Let us ſee, how we have 
proceeded in theſe caſes with neutral nations, where the papers 
would ſpeak for themſelves. Every other loſs we might have 
borne, we might have retrieved 3 but the lateſt poſterity 
would paſs judgment upon us in reſpect to the outrages that 
we have committed upon neutral powers. I will read to 
your Lordſhips (ſaid the Marquis) a few extracts from part of 
the diplomatic correſpondence of the preſent war: I will not 
detain you long; for I ſhall only read to you the harſh words, 
the pointed cannon which you have uſed againſt independent 
ſtates, merely becauſe they were weak and you were ſtrong. Here 
the Marquis went ſuccinctly into a recapitulation of the cor- 
reſpondence that paſſed between Lord Hervey and the Court 
of Florence *, and of our other miniſters with Sweden, Den- 


* All the State Papers referred to, we ſhall print at the end of the Re- 


port of this inter-ſting debate, excepting ſuch as neceſſarily become an in- 


diſpenſable part of the Speech, for the ſake of intelligibility and con- 


nexion. 
6 | mark, 
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mark, Switzerland, and America, © On the 22d of May, 
Lord Hervey ſent his firſt note, intimating the arrival of a 


Spaniſh and Engliſh ſquadron in the Mediterranean, He re- 


ccived for anſwer, from the miniſter of the Grand Duke, a 


reſpectful declaration, that his Royal Highneſs was determined 


to maintain a ſtrict and unchangeable neutrality. To this 
Lord Hervey made a reply, expreſſive of his aſtoniſhment, 
but declaring that he would make known the anſwer to the 
Court of St. James's. Yet, to prove that he had received his 
inſtructions, and that this young Lord, perhaps of warm paſ- 
ſions, full of ardour, and laudably deſirous of ſhewing his 
zeal in the cauſe in which he had embarked, did not act from 
himſelf, he forthwith diſpatched a circular letter to all the 
other miniſters at the Court of Tuſcany, making known this 
declaration of the Grand Duke, and conveying it in terms 
harſh, revolting, and altogether unprecedented. After this, 
on the 8th of October, he preſented a memorial, in which he 
peremptorily called upon his Royal Highneſs to diſmiſs the 
French miniſter within twelve hours, or Lord Hood would 
act offenſively againſt Leghorn. Such was our conduct to the 
brother of the Emperor, our ally ; ſuch was our outrage on 
an independent ſtate, as diſtant from every principle of policy 
as it was from decency, and from the law of nations: And he 
would appeal to any Gentleman in England, if ſuch degrading 
propoſitions were offered to him, in the ſituation of that 
Prince, if he would not rather reſign his ſovereignty, than 
ſubmit to ſuch ignominy. Miniſters ſhould have conſidered 
before they offered ſuch a premeditated inſult, that that 
Prince whom they had treated ſo rudely might to-morrow 
or next day hold the reins of government, nay even fill the 
throne of the Emperor. One would think that a ſhort recol- 
lection of the late quick ſucceſſion of Monarchs in the Houſe 
of Auſtria, might have taht miniſters the wiſdom of for- 
bearance from ſo groſs an inſult. I believe that it is a received 


opinion among thoſe who are converſant in Courts, and who 


have the beſt means of judging, that obligations conferred on 
Princes (ſervices I mean) are uſually, if not conſtantly, for- 
gotten 3 but that inſults and injuries never are. It is a well- 
known anecdote, that the late King of Spain never forgot, nor 
forgave, the threatened bombardment of Naples, while he was 
ſovereign of that country. And it was as oppoſite in national 
policy, as in court policy; for never was there any article, in 
any treaty, more beneficial to England, than that in the 


treaty of Savoy in 1669, and the celebrated treaty of Worms 


in 1743, concluded and ſigned by all the great men of that time, 
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called argument. The anſwer of the Court of Denmark, 


with the counter- declaration incloſed in it, was 5 115 
cient 


The Duke of Savoy in 1669, by a treaty of commerce wit! ici 

Great Britain, confirmed ſeveral ports in the Mediterranean as * 

free to the whole world, and particularly to Great Britain. In TIT 

Us 1718, Spain and Auſtria declared that the town of Leghorn 1 

i may and ought perpetually to remain a free HS in the man- 0 * 6 

* ner it hen was; which clauſe was recogniſed by Great Bri- 0.3 

4 tain, France, Spain, and Holland, in the quadruple alliance in j 

17 which they made with Auſtria in the ſame year. In the 4 0 

iy treaty of Worms in 1743, a treaty which had in expreſs view bp 4 

11 the commerce and liberty of Europe, and the prevention of - R 

[ Italy and the Mediterranean fea being under ſubjection to * 

ma one and the ſame family, which would particularly (as was Ws 

15 fad) be fatal to the intereſts of the Maritime Powers in the bes 

1 Mediterranean, and which contained proviſions defigned to 7 
I fecure its effect for times to come; it was agreed between Au- 5 

5 ſtria, Sardinia, and Great Britain, that Final ſhould be and 13 

remain for ever a free port, as is Leghorn. So that by theſe Nh 

proviſions in favour of the freedom of the Mediterranean = 

Ports, the policy of this country and of Holland as commer- EY 

cial nations, may evidently be perceived, in which alſo other hon 

great ſtates, looking to the liberties of Europe, then equally = 

concurred, = ; 28 5 

« What is to become of us hereafter, if our wars with — 

France and Spain ſhould be renewed ? Will they not hold 1 

the ſame language to Leghorn and Genoa, which we now do, 155 

and even to Portugal, ſuppoſing Portugal not to be in their bad 

league, and avail themſelves of the precedent, which for e. 

the purpoſes of the moment we ſhall thus have eſtabliſhed I 

againſt ourſelves ? Can we expect hereafter any power to wy 

make the ſame anſwer which the Comte d'Oeiras (Pombal) 2 

fo nobly did to France and Spain, “ that his Maſter would 1 

ſooner ſee the laſt tile of his palace fall, than depart from STE: 

the eſtabliſhed laws of neutral nations?“ | on. Ke 5 

Our attempts on other neutral nations were of the ſame 9255 

nature, and our correſpondence with them, inſtead of con- 9 

taining any one common principle of eſtabliſned public law, Jos. 

6 varies according to circumſtances, and particularly the re- 1 

F fiſtance that might be expected from each power according to 1 

# ſituation. To Genoa it has been the language of the ſtrong Fa. 

3 to the weak. With Sweden and Denmark we were content oY 

4 to ſtand on particular treaties, becauſe they happened to be 1 

5 favourable to our views, and even theſe were narrowly in- Ps 

A terpreted. The ſtate of them with Denmark made it requi- bon 

5 ſite to have recourſe to other arguments, if ſophiſtry can be P 
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ficient reproof of their arrogance. In fact, Count Bern- 
ſtorf's reply was one of the moſt argumentative and the 
moſt maſterly diplomatic productions he had ever read. Such 
was its impreſſion on his mind, that it ought to have a place 
in the records of Europe as long as records exiſt, and deſerved 
to be ſtudied by every young Lord, who would find principles 
in it, which muſt iy ſtand their ground, while juſtice or 
policy prevailed. He ſpoke with nearly equal praiſe of the 
wiſdom and temper diſplayed by the Canton of Berne, and 
ſaid that, “ If folly was to overipread the reſt of the world, 
wiſdom would take refuge in the ſenate of Berne.” It was 
impoſſible therefore to read without mortification the language 
which a young Lord of high family and great talents had 
z2en made to hold to them by our miniſters, 
gut our treatment of all other neutral powers was nothing 
in compariſon with that which we had ſhewn towards Ame- 
rica; our ſiſter people; our relation; our family compact; 
our natural ally; our friend, who ſpoke our language; who 
profeſſed the ſame religion, who felt the ſame intereſt ; and 


was tied to us by every affection. Our conduct to America, he 
ſaid, had been marked with more than common outrage z he 


was afraid with blackneſs of guilt, that he almoſt ſhuddered to 
examine. 

« Without any poſlible ſubject of conterftion, ſuppoſing the 
late treaty of peace carried fairly into execution, we had con- 
trived to become embroiled with that country, though ſhe 
had already, in this very war, ſhewn ſo much good diſpoſition 
towards us, particularly in paſſing by many little provocations, 
and though ſhe had at the head of her government a perſon 
of ſuch conſummate wiſdom and force of character, as to 
ſet an example to all the other powers of the world. This 
great man, inſtead of attending to the cry of the moment, as 
is commonly ſeen to happen, and much leſs railing a falſe 
cry, in order to have a. pretext of bending to it, had the 
hrmneſs to reſiſt popular opinion and to wait for the return 
of good ſenſe and ſound judgment in the public, which ac- 


cordingly did return, to his infinite honour, fo as not only to 


give to him, but to the American conſtitution, additional con- 
ſequence, and no ſmall reputation to the people at large. Under 
ſuch circumſtances what could tempt us to iflue the order of 
council of November the 6th, without conſulting a fingle 
merchant ? An order which we were obliged to repeal with 
ſuch little honour to our councils fix weeks afterwards. He 
hoped we had nothing elſe to ſettle with America; but ſuſ- 
picion certainly prevailed on fome other more important 
points, It was to be feared ſtrong ſuipicions did exiſt in the 
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breaſts of many in that country of our being acceſſary to the 
war made on them by the Algerines, the moſt cruel of alt 
wars, conſidering it as delivering over the ſeamen of the 
freeſt nation in the world into the hands of the moſt flaviſh, 
the moſt barbarous, and the moſt mercileſs. It was to be 
feared, that there exiſted ſufpicions in the ſame country of a 
ſtill worſe nature, which was that of our having ſome indirect 
part in the war of the Indians, who in the time of the 
American war had been called by the miniſters of the day, 


« the weapon which God and nature had put into our hands.“ 
It was always ſtated to be bad policy to countenance the 


Indian wars, as the Americans were ſaid generally to end 
them by gaining new tracts of lands from the Indians, when 
peace was concluded. The Marquis ſaid, it became neceſlary 
to mention theſe things, however painful, to give miniſtry, 
it they had the means, an opportunity to contradict both the 


one and the other, as he was honeſtly deſirous that they might 


do it for their own honour, as well as for the public good, 
not by diplomatic anfwers, which might eaſily impoſe upon 
a willing audience at home, but by ſuch undeniable proofs 
as would ſatisfy America that we never departed from our 
cordiality towards her, vor ever would, and above all things 
that we had never given into theſe proceedings, which by 
their nature were ſo deteſtable and impolitic, and would de- 
ſerve ſuch ſtrong reprobation on the part of their Lordſhips 
and the public. | | 
Thus, whether we looked to our confederacy on the one 
hand, or to the neutral powers that we had irritated on the 
other, he ſaw nothing very promiſing to hope Of all the 
powers of Europe there was not one, who would not rather 
keep out of the conteſt, if left at liberty to do ſo, or who 
had not ſome ſeparate view of intereſt of its own for en- 
gaging in it, which mult take place at the expence of the 
whole. | | — | 
There is one thing however, which all the continental 


powers are in want of, and that is money, which deſerves 


ſome conſideration, as Great Britain is to ſupply all defict- 

encies. | OY | 
“ Spain has iſſued ſixteen millions of dollars in paper-money 
(about three millions and a half ſterling), though that country 
could ſcarcely circulate the paper it had before, which had 
ſunk its exchange 20 per cent. Neither Spain, nor any other 
of our confederates, except Ruſſia, had credit in neutral coun- 
tries (ſuch as Genoa, Italy, Switzerland, and Holland); for all 
of them, except Pruſſia, who had not any credit whatever, 
have propoſals for loans which do not fill, including even 
; Sweden 
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Sweden and Denmark. The credit of Holland was worſe than 
any, having lately endeavoured to raiſe a million ſterling on a 
lottery, which would have yic!ded five per cent to the con- 
cerned, but none would ſubſcribe, though Holland uſed to get 
her money at 23 per cent. On the other hand, in France, 
cvery thing was converted to the public uſe, paper being uſed 
for internal purpoſes, and gold or ſilver for its neceſſary im- 
portat ions. | 

The whole is thus left upon us; and what return or equi- 
yalent are we to expect for the people of this country? Is it 
indemnity ? What indemnity? We would not, after giving 
money to all the world, dirty our hands in taking any from a 
defolated country: Was it any Weſt India ifland or iflands? 
There was a time when, upon the old principles, the Weſt 
India iſlands, to be taken ſrom an enemy by conqueſt, were 


conſidered as a great ſource of wealth. But at that time we 


had America, which obliged them to depend upon us for great 
ſupplies as well as a market for ſome of their productions. 
At that time too the African trade was permitted, and the 

depended upon us for their ſlaves, and for their ſafety ray 
thoſe ſlaves. But things were now changed, and they had no 
longer the ſame motives for reliance on attaining thoſe ob- 
jects through us. We were even contented, now that America 
Was ſeparated, to let our own native iſſands ſuffer material 
diſtreſſes for their ſupplies from that quarter; and it was only 
becauſe the Governor of Jamaica was without an option, 
that he had, by the laſt advices, been obliged to open the ports 
of that iſland for ſix months for ſeveral efſential articles of 
American production. The liberal principles introduced and 
introducing every-where on the ſubject of ſlaves, which does 
ſo much honour to the age and to this country in particular, 
and which proves that we are not ſo over-run with the ſpirit 
of gain, as not to feel the principles of religion, morality, 
and humanity preponderating, has given another blow to their 
dependance upon us. The Marquis ſaid, that he had never 
taken a part on this queſtion, not for want of theſe feelings, 
for he had them as ſtrong as any man, but from entertaining 
doubts regarding the queſtion of property, which might be 
effected by an exceſs of liberality, precipitating a change which 
required time for it to be conſiſtent with juſtice, as well as 
with the great object itſelf that was originally in view. 
Added to this, he ſaid, that the St. Domingo proclamation and 


the late proceedings in the Convention mult ſpread gradually 


through all the French iſlands; that mutual diffatisfaQtion 
muſt ariſe at the bargain anſwering fo little for either ſide, 
and that theſe new conqueſts in the Weſt Indies, however 
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managed, would be to this country little better than money- 
traps. We might belong to them, but they would not belong 
to us one moment longer than the monopoly of our conſump- 
tion made it decidedly for their intereſts, and this would even 
be true in the caſe of our own iſlands, which had motives of 
habits and relationihip to attach them to us. 

Lt us not then, ſaid the Marquis, purſue the idea of this pi. 


tiful indemnity to our own ruin! The ſtagnation of our domeſtic 


induſtry, and of our national capital, for only one year, was 
worth more than the fee-ſimple of any of their iſlands in ſub- 
ſtantial benefit to the empire. 'The French looked upon us 
as the prime mover of the confederacy, as its ſoul ard head ; 
all their efforts were therefore clearly directed againſt us; 


they had turned themſelves to their marine; and we all knew, 


without referring to the example of the Romans, from the 
experience of what they had done in that way in the time of 
Louis XIV. what great things they were capable to atchicye, 
And this was the more worthy of remark, as it had been ob- 


ferved by the Preſident Henault, that in the former civil wars 


of the French, their navy had conſtantly gone to ruin, which 
was owing to their having no need of maritime exertions. 
It was ſurely natural in this ſituation, before we go on far- 
ther to aſk what diſtinct objects we had in view? As miniſters 
would not tell us in either Houſe, in a manner which we 
can underſtand, what theſe objects are, there is no place to 
look for them but in the ſeveral manifeſtoes. The expreſs 
object of a manifeſto is to convey a diſtinct intelligible idea 
to all clafles of people; and in this war of opinion, this was 
particularly to be looked for. Let us examine the manifeſtoes, 
and without truſting to repreſentations, let us hear the very 
words of them, and if there are any doubts about the con- 
text, it will ſoon be perceived that there is not one, which 
does not either contradict itſelf, or which is not immediately 
contradicted by a ſucceeding one, or which is not completely 
diſregarded in the execution. All of them together convey 
no one diſtinct idea, excepting that of extending abſolute 
power and encouraging unlimited monarchy ; for no account 


is to be made of the pretended room left for ſubſequent mo- 


difications, by perſons who propoſe previouſly to have every 
thing at their mercy. Let us begin with paſſages from the 
Duke of Brunſwick's maniſeſto. | 

The Duke of Brunſwick's 1ſt Manifeſto (July 25th, 1792) 


in the name of the two Hovereignsz _ | 
& After complaining of the injury to the German Princes, 


and of the ſtate of the interior of France, and of the violence 


to the King and his auguſt family; and ſtating the double 
| | con- 
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connexion of the King of Pruſſia with the Emperor, as ally 
and co-eſtate; | | | 
« DECLARES, that the two courts have no object in view but 
the welfare of France, without any pretence to enrich them- 
ſclves by making conqueſts. 8 | | 
pat they do not mean to meddle in the internal government of 
France: But that they are 7 at liberty to acknowledge any 
other laws in France, except ſuch as ſhall be derived from the 
King; and that they will put a ſtop not only to the attacks on 
the throne, but on the altar. | | 
“It menaces the national guards, the adminiſtrative bodies, 
and the inhabitants at large reſpeCtively, with death, if they 
reſiſt or fail to obey the orders preſcribed for them. | 
«Tt orders the city of Paris to ſubmit inſtantly to the King, 
to ſet him at liberty, and to inſure to him and to all royal per- 
ſons, that inviolability and reſpect, due by the laws of nature 
and of nations to Sovereigns—making the members of the 
National Aﬀembly and of the adminiſtrative bodies and the 
national guard of Paris, reſponſible for all events ; on pain 
of loſing their heads, by military trial, without hopes of par- 
don; declaring that in caſe of the leaſt violence or farther 
confinement of the King, Queen, or Royal Family, the moſt 
exemplary and memorable avenging puniſhments ſhall be in- 
flicted, by giving up Paris to military execution, and expoſing 
it to total deſtruction, and by duly puniſhing the parties con- 
cerned. 5 | | 
© It PROMISES on the part of the two Courts their good of- 
fices to obtain pardon from the King to thoſe obeying the above 
injunCtions, and their intention to inſure to his Majeſty that 
ſafety, which is neceſſary for his making without danger, and 
without obſtacles, ſuch convocations as he ſhall judge proper, 
for endeavouring to inſure the welfare of his ſubjects, ac- 
cording to his promiſes and the utmoſt of his power: But it 
proteſts againſt any declarations made while the King and his 
family are in confinement ; and therefore invites him to name 
a frontier town, to which a ſtrong eſcort of the allied troops 
may convey him. | 
The Duke of Brunſwick's 2d Declaration (July 27th, 1792) 
enforces the ſame principles. | 
Ihat of September 28th, 1792, does the like, and adds, that 
* The courſe of the French will either extend and perpetuate 
the war, by deſtroying along with royalty, their means of 
connexion with Europe; or elſe will open negotiations for the 
Eſtabliſhment of peace, order, and tranquillity.” | 
The Marquis obſerved, that it was en ATT this ſhould be 


the perſonal act of the Duke of Brunſwick ; it mult be the Toe 
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of a Cabinet, not of the Duke of Brunſwick he knew when in 
Germany, not of a great and generous Prince, who was the 
idol of the Britiſh army, looked up to by the men of letters 
throughout all Europe, and whoſe government of his own 
{fates was a model to all Germany. It never could come from 
him, but no doubt was authoriſed by 22 Sovereigns, and 
therefore doubly required inveſtigation. The ſtyle was un- 
precedented, the violence revolting to human nature, and 
full of contradiction upon contradiction; for it ſays that thoſe 
two powers will not meddle with the interior of France, and 
yet every word goes to that and nothing elſe. For by the com- 
prehenſive words, That every thing was to ſtand at the option 
of the King and his adviſers, the whole of the internal of 
France was thrown at his feet by means of the interference of 
foreign powers. It is obſervable, however, that the third pro- 
clamation ſoftens a little, though with a very bad grace, and 
throws out hints as to a negotiation. 


« Six months aſter comes the Prince of Saxe Cobourg's Ma- 


nifeſto, directly the reverſe in ſtyle and matter to the pre- 
ceding, though declared to be confonant to the unanimous 
with of all the ſovercigns concerned, and particularly of thoſe 
two ſovereigns who had iſſued that of the Duke of Brunſwick. 
But in four days afterwards comes a ſecond proclamation from 
the ſame pen, which ſtates that what was called the unani- 
mous wiſh of the ſovereigns concerned, was in fact only the 
perſonal wiſh of the Prince of Saxe Cobourg. The follow- 
ing are original expreſſions extracted from theſe two pieces by 
the Prince of Saxe Cobourg. | — 

The Prince of Saxe Cobourg's firſt Declaration, April 5th, 
1793, lays— CE | 

6 That ht of General Dumourier contains the ſentiments 
and principles of a virtuous man, deſirous of putting an end 
to the anarchy and calamities that tear his country aſunder, and 
oi procuring it the happineſs of a conflitution, and of à wile 
and ſolid government.” He adds, © I know that it is the 
unanimous wiſh of all the ſoavereigns whom the factions have 
armed againſt France, and principally that of their Imperial and 
Prufjian Majeſbies.“ He then promiſes his readineſs to co- 
operate with his troops to give to France ber conflitutional 
King, the conſtitution which ſhe has formed for herſelf, and 
of courſe the means of rectifying it, if the nation ſhall find it 
imperſect: And gives his word of honour, that if the mili- 
tary opcrations ſhould require that any ſtrong places ſhould be 
delivered over to his troops, he ſhall conſider them no other- 
wiſe than as /acred depoſits; and engages, in the moſt expreſs 


and politive manner, to deliver them up, as ſoon as the go- 
| | vernment 
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vernment of France ſhall be eſtabliſhed, or General Du- 
mourier ſhall demand it.“ 5 

The Prince of Saxe Cobourg's 2d Declaration of April q, 
1793, profeſſes that his former Declaration was a public teſti- 
mony of his perſonal ſentiments for reſtoring peace and tran- 
quillity to Europe; and that he manifeſted in it his own parti 
cular defire that the French nation might have a ſolid and 
durable government; but now that the reſult was ſo oppoſite 
to the effects it ought to have produced, he revokes it en- 
tirely; ſo that there would only ſubſiſt of this former Declara- 
tion, the inviolable engagement, that the moſt exact diſcipline 
will be maintained by his army on the French territory. 
Next comes General Wurmſer's Proclamation, which 
proves the whole denial of conqueſt to be hollow and inſin- 
cere, eſpecially when coupled with the taking poſſeſſion of 
Valenciennes, Conde, and Queſnoy, in the name of the Em- 
peror, and not of the King ot France. 


Proclamation and Manifeſto of General Wurmſer, Nov. 14, 
5 a 


© The combined armies, by victories gained under the pro- 
tection of the omnipotence of the Lord of Hoſts, have at laſt 
ſucceeded in making a congue/t of a part of Alſacia; and to 
deliver the ſame from the deſpotic oppreſſion of French an- 
archy, I thought it abſolutely neceſſary with reſpect to the 
above congueſt, to publiſh this preſent Proclamation,” | 

N. B. The Proclamation orders, among other things, that all 
military men ſhall fre at any perſon ſeen with a cockade, or, 
emblem of fraternity or revolution; that all aſſemblies or meet- 
ings, under any name or pretext whatever, ſhall be regarded 
as rebellious, and puniſhed with death; that all offices and 
places ſhall be re-eſtabliſhed as before the revolution, and 
thoſe excluded who have taken part in the above infamous re- 
volution 3 and that every body ſhall be obliged to contribute 
all in their power to the diſcovery of traitors, and thoſe who 
refuſe ſubmithon to the Proclamation, ſince it has nothing in 
riew but the public good; and that informers ſhall be re- 
varded. ] | 

The Proclamation then proceeds thus : 

“J now addreſs you, ye peaceable inhabitants of Alſacia. 
*© Caſt your eyes towards the other people of Germany: 
Look how they rejoice at being able to renew the ties of an- 
cient, and happy relations, and being again enabled to call you 
their brethren **** I know there is not one among you, 
who would refuſe to himſelf the happineſs of being a 

erman,”? ; 
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90 far regards the northern part of Europe. 

Hear what Lord Hood ſays, as will appear from the fol. 
lowing expreſſions ſelected from the correfpondence at Tou- 
Jon ; and all that he ſaid was confirmed by the declarations of 
Admiral Langara, on the part of Spain. > 

Lord Hood ſays, Auguft 23, 1793, A candid and ex- 
plicit declaration muſt be made in favour of monarehy. 

« Private property fhall be protected; having no other 
view than that of reſtoring peace to a great nation on 7u/, 

_ #tberal, and honourable terms; and whenever peace takes place 
(which I hope and truſt will be ſoon), the port, with all the 
ſhips in the harbour, and forts of Toulon, fhall be reſtored to 
France; with the ſtores of every kind, agreeable to the ſche- 
dule that may be delivered.“ | | | 

His declaration (the ſame day) to the inhabitants in the 
towns and provinces in the ſouth of France ſays, “ Truft your 
hopes to the genergſity of a loyal and free nation: Be explicit, 
and I fly to your ſuccour, in order to break the chain which 
lurrounds you, and to be the inſtrument of making many 
years of happineſs ſucceed.” | 

The declaration dy the Touloneſe ſtates, “ Tt is our una- 
nimous wiſh to reject a conſtitution which does not promote 
our happineſs; and to adopt a monarchic government, ſuc} 
as it was originally by the Confiituent Aſſembly of 1789; and in 
conſequence, we proclaim Louis XVII. King, and ſwear to 
acknowledge him, and no longer to ſuffer the deſpotiſm of the 
tyrants who at this time govern France.“ 1 

Lord Hood, Auguſt 28, affirms that the Touloneſe had 
complied with his propoſals, and therefore he adds thus: ©} 
do hereby repeat what I have declared to the people of the 
ſouth of France, that I take poſſeſſion of Toulon, and hold it 
in truſt only for Louis XVII. until peace ſhall be re-eſtabliſhed 
in France, which I hope and truſt will be ſoon.” 

Admiral Langara concurred at this time with Lord Hood ; 
but ſtill more explicitly. September 27, 1793, he ſtates as 
follows : 

“ Furgpe has ſeen in the powers we repreſent, two gene- 
rous and ſympathizing nations, who come, not 10 conquer, as 
it is INFAMOUSLY SUPPOSED but to deſtroy the poignards 
raiſed againſt the good and peaccable mhabitants of this un- 
happy city ****, | SD, : 

ehe Touloneſe have not delivered up their city (which 

annot at one and the ſame time fall to the ſhare of Spain, 

England, and the other united powers), but have placed it 
under our immediate protection; and have carried, even to 
tie mo /orupulous frecijſencſs, the conditions which tend to = 
| | 16- 
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re- eſtabliſnment of their lawful Sovereign. Frenchmen, 
they conceal from you, that the French flag flies on your for- 
treſſes and your ſhipping at Toulon; that a French ſquadron is 


at anchor in your ports, among the fleets of the coaleſced 


owers; that the adminiſtration is exerciſed according to the 
principles of the Conftituent Aſſembly; that all authorities are 
{ubordinate to the new King, under the protection of the 
united powers; and that our only object is to, avenge our 
allies, whoſe territory they have dared to invade, to ſuccour 
ou, and to put a ſtop to thoſe multiplied aggreſſions which 
fans conducted you, ſtep by ſtep, to the brink of the pre- 
cipice.” + 1a 5 6D | 
1 of time, the Marquis ſaid, a Declaration in the 
London Gazette of October 29th, occurred for criticiſm ; 
but as it contained nothing from which a new idea could be 
extracted, he would go on to another Declaration from Great 
Britain, which was unfoftunately but too intelligible, and 


contained new terms thruſt into a treaty which had already 


been ſolemnly made and cloſed, and which, in a caſe of 
truſt, intruded ideas of indemnity, and other objects, wholly 
foreign to i:s nature, and which formed the greater outrage, 
25 the whole was indefinite in its terms. 'The unfortunate 
events which ſoon after followed upon its being iſſued at Tou- 
lon, looked like the juſt finger of Providence acting in ven- 
geance for ſo notorious a breach of faith. The expreſſions 
will be found in the following extracts: | 

General O'Hara declares, November 20, 1793, in a 
ſpeech (which, he ſays, he committed to writing, to avoid miſ- 
underſtanding) as follows, ſpeaking in the name of himſelf 
and the other Commiſſioners ; | | : 

« His Majeſty is defirous of giving an authentic proof not 


only of the ſatisfaction which he has experienced from the 


events at Toulon, but alſo of his entire approbation of the en- 
gagements which have been entered into in H name, and to 
give a poſitive aſſurance that he will punctually Au, Tale 
engagements. His Majeſty is ſenſible that the poſſehon of this 
town, under all the circumſtances in which it was accepted, 


lays him under the maſt ſacred obligations. By our commiſſion 
we are authoriſed to act, in his Majeſty's name, in the direc- 


tion of the affairs and civil intereſts of Toulon, as well as of 
all other places in France, which may be occupied by his Ma- 
jeſty's arms, or come into his poſſeſſion, &c. &c,” _ 

The Declaration of the King, publiſhed on this occafion, 
which follows, ſays, that Es | 

His Britannic Majeſty having been informed of the cir- 
cumſtances under which the town, harbour, and forts of 
3C 2 Toulon, 
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Toulon, and the ſhips in the ſaid harbour, have been tx. 
TRUSTED to Vice-Admiral Hood, and of the declaration 
and proclamations then publiſhed, has thought fit, for the 
farther ſatisfaction of the ſaid inhabitants and people, and for 
the FULL explanation of his royal intentions, to declare as 
ſollows: 75 
«When monarchy ſhall be reſtored in France, and a treaty 
of peace concluded, ſtipulating in tavour of his Majeſty and 
his allies, the reſtitution of all conqueſts made by France du- 
ring the war, and a juſt indemnification for the loſſes and ex- 
pences thereby incurred, and a proper ſecurity for the future; 
his Majeſty will cauſe the towns, torts, and harbour of 'Tou- 
lon, together with the ſhips and ſtbres therein, to be reſtored, 
according to the engagements entered into by the ſaid Vice- 
Admiral. 
« His Majeſty fincerely wiſhg the happineſs of France; 
but by no means defires, on this account, to preſcribe any 
particular form of government. 'The King claims the right 
of taking a part, only becauſe the anarchy which now deſo- 
lates that country, threatens the tranquillity of his own ſub— 
jects, and that oi the other powers of Europe, whole ſafety 
and peace materially depend on the re-eſtabliſhment of order 
in France, and of a regular ſyſtem, which may hold out to 
them a ſecure ground of negotiation and friendthip : And his 
Majeſty does not heſitate to declare, that the re-eitabliſhment 
of monarchy in the perſon of Louis XVII. and the lawtul 
heirs of the Crown, appears to him the be{t mode of accom- 
' pliſhing theſe juſt and ſalutary views. Such a ſyſtem, ſubject 
to ſuch modifications as may hercafter be made therein, in a 
regular and legal manner, when tranquillity ſhall have been 
reſtored in France, would afford to his Majeſty the beſt and 
moſt pleaſing proſpect of terminating the evils and miſeries 
now endured by the French nation, and of the renewal of a 
regular and amicable intercourſe between that country and 
other ates.” | 
As ſo much is ſaid of the old monarchy of France, it is na- 
rural to aſk, what this monarchy was, and whether any body 
could ever define it ? For his part, the Marquis faid, he never 
could hind any body. It was one thing at one place, and at one 
time, and another at another. He remembered once in a con- 
verſation with the late Lord Chatham on the government of 


France, the Earl told him, that when he was a young man, he. 
had ſeen at Dijon an edict, or declaration, from the King, {tuck 


ap at the corner of a ſtreet, and when he turned about, on 
the oppolite corner he ſaw a declaration from the Parliament 


forbidding any one to pay attention to it, which made ww 
| | lat- 
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Chatham propheſy that © ſuch a government could never 


laſt.” In the ſouth of France it was well known that the in- 
habitants had long been in poſſeſſion of their own ſyſtems, and 
were much averſe to the new proceedings, and the deputies 
from Toulon to the firſt Aſſembly were always found in op- 
poſition. In fact, the people of Provence were not particu- 
larly attached to the revolution, which had given them little 


freedom which they had not before enjoyed. They always had 


a third eſtate, to which the clergy and nobility were allowed 
to fend a few deputies only. Hence the people of 'Toulon 
never had addreſſed the Conſtituent Aﬀembly in favour of the 
{rit conſtitution. If we had therefore ſuffered the people 
of Provence to take the lead, and followed in their ſup- 
port, there is no ſaying where the thing would have 
itopped. The delicacy of the ſituation of the Convention 
may eaſily be learned from another anecdote on this ſubject, 
which is, that when the Convention republiſhed Lord Hood's 
Declaration, they cautiouſly omitted that part, which ſpoke of 
the reſtoration of a conſtitutional King; they were content 
to copy & correctly in other reſpects. 

We come now to the laſt Declaration in this quarter, which 
is that of the Court of Spain in the month of December laſt, 
for the fake of ſecing how little theſe Sovereigns ſpeak in 
concert. This Declaration ſays nothing of indemnity, or of 
erecting barriers for ſecurity, but has for its chief object the 
reſtoration of monarehy, declaring, that as ſoon as this ſhall 
have bgen done, after the ceaſing of anarchy, the King of 
Spain, without any farther proceſs or purification, will con- 
ſider France as a power, which has recalled into her boſom 
the principles of religion, morals, and civil ſociety z and this 
Monarch, when re-cſtabliſhed, was to be of the Houſe of 
Bourbon, for the purpoſe of reviving the family compact. 

«© The late Declaration by the King of Spain, Dec. 1793, 
aſter ſtating the eauſes; conſequences, and circumſtances of 
the war, proceeds as follows : Ws | 

“The King thinks, that one means [of preparing peace! 
will be the re-union of all the ſound part of the French na- 
tion, after the manner eſfected at Toulon, for the purpoſe of eſta- 
blithing henceforth a form of government under an heredita 


Monarch; and afterwards, when the troubles ſhall have 


ceaſed, to adjuſt the modifications neceſſary to its more ſolid 
conſiſtence. 5 | 

“He is perſuaded, that this is conformable to the way of 
thinking of his ally, his Britannic Majeſty ; and doubts not, 


that the other powers who have armed in the common cauſe. 


gainſt France, will contribute to the ſame end; by encou- 
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raging and protecting the French, who ſhall ſhew themſelves 
ready to profit by theſe beneſicent diſpoſitions. 


« He, for his otun part, moſt ſincerely announces and pro- 


miſes, that, from the preſent moment, he ſhall be ready to 
hear peaceably every idea whatever, which may be reconciled 
with the dignity of his reſolutions ; deſiring, as ſoon as poſ- 


ble, to ſee the moment, when, after the deſtruction of an- 


archy in France, there may be found in that kingdom a body 
or claſs of perſons, whom he may conſider as having ſufficient 
authority and power to deliberate on a ſubject ſo important 
for France itſelf, It is then that his Majeſty will regard her 
as a power, which has recalled into her boſom the principles 
of religion, morals, and civil ſocieiy; which thoſe, who are in- 
veſted with the ſovereign power, have contributed violently 
to baniſh. It is then that civilized nations may treat with 
her, and renew thoſe relations of friendſhip and commerce, 
which have till now ſubfiſted, It is then that Spain (the 
Horrors of war being entirely removed) may make uſe towards 
France of all thoſe demonſtrations which belong to good 
neighbourhood, to a generous nation, and to a King of the 
ame family.” ; | 
Such were the manifeſtoes from which alone we could draw 
any definition of the object that we had in view. The real 
objects of the war therefore have never yet been clearly and 
uniformly defined, and ſtill leſs the terms upon which we would 
agree to peace. The object of the preſent motion is therefore 
to befeech his Majeſty, to make both theſe things known, 
which was equally neceſſary both for war and for peace. For 
the wiſer ſupporters of the war will not pretend that force 
will do alone, but that it muſt be force joined to perſyaſion, 
No ariſtocrat capable of refleCtion who does not acknowledge 
this. Amongſt others, Monſieur Mallet du Pan may be cited 
in the following paſſages, extracted from the pamphlet lately 
publiſhed by him. | | 
“ We mult leave, then, to gaſconading politicians, the idea, 
that the kingdom can be ſubdued by force alone. The ſub- 
miſſion which is poſſible, which ought molt earneſtly to be 
prayed for; the ſubmiſſion, which by deſtroying the very 
toundGations of a ferocious anarchy, would prevent new revo- 
lutions, will never reſult from other means, than force and 


prr/ſugfon united. 


e But, the ignorance of its final object, is the greateſt obſtacle 


to the dominion of force, as intended to influence opinion. 
The deſigns, then, of the Allied Powers being quite myſterious 
{I ſay it now a ſecond time), their enemies ſind in their ſilence 
an incxhauſtible ſource of reſiſtance. It ſerves them as the 
means of nouriſhing prejudices, of continuing PP 
| | | . ulloly 
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juſion, to found the public wildneſs upon a principle, and 
ſucceſsfully to balance the terror of the Allied Armies, with 
the dread of the conſequences which would flow from their 
progreſs in the kingdom. Ei, 

“ To this firſt obſtacle to converſions, is added another, and 


not leſs effectual; and which grows from the ſame cauſe. It 


is an opinion univerſally entertained in the kingdom, and too 
many violent diſcourſes have ſtrengthened it, that the powers 


have leagued together for the eſtabliſhment of deſpotiſm; that, 


after having effected an unqualified counter-revolution by 
force of arms, they will maintain it by the gallows, and that 


they will plunge again into flavery, a nation already moſt ſe- 


verely puniſhed by their miſtake, as to the nature of true 
liberty. | | | 

« How ſhall the people, the troops, the whole nation get the 
better of-theſe prejudices, as long as they ſhall remain between 
falſe friends, who perpetuate their credulity, and enemies who 
will not condeſcend to undeceive them? And yet we are 


filled with indignation by the duration of the public miſcon- 


duct! and we are quite at a loſs how to account for a re- 
ſiſtance, the food for which we ourſelves abundantly furniſh.” 

Such was the opinion of this writer; and, without ſug- 
geſting terms to the executive power, the Marquis faid, 
it was his opinion, that this country ſhould hold forth a moſt 


liberal and generous conduct to France: 'The ſame ſort of 


generoſity which France ſhewed to England during the civil 
wars of Henry III. and which Hume ſo finely deſcribed, ought 


to be an example to us in the preſent moment. Hume, 
ſpeaking of Louis IX. during the dreadful civil wars that 


ravaged England under Henry III. ſpeaks of him as fol- 


lows: | 
Whenever this Prince interpoſed in Engliſh affairs, it was 


always with an intention of compoting the difference between 


the king and his nobility : He recommended to both parties 


every peaceable and reconciling meaſure ; and he uſed his 


authority with the Earl of Leiceſter, his native ſubject, ta 


bend him to a compliance with Henry. He made a treaty 


with England at a time when the diſtractions of that kingdom 


were at the greateſt height, and when the King's authority 
was totally annihilated; and the terms which he granted 
might, even in a more proſperous ſtate of their affairs, be 
deemed reaſonable and advantageous by the Engliſh. He 
yielded up ſome territories which 


Poictou and Guienne; he enſured the peaceable poſſeſſion of 
the latter province to Henry; he agreed to pay that Prince a 
large ſum of money; and he only required that the wing 

. | ſhoul 3 
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ſhould, in return, make a final ceſhon to France of * Nor- 
mandy, and the other provinces, which he could never en- 
tertain any hopes of recovering by force of arms. This 
ceſſion was ratified by Henry, by his two ſons and two 
daughters, and by the King of the Romans, and his three 
ſons. Leiceſter alone, either moved by a vain arrogance, or 
deſirous to ingratiate himſelf with the Engliſh populace, pro- 
teſted againſt the deed, and inſiſted on the right, however 
diſtant, which might accrue to his conſort. Louis ſaw, in 
this obſtinacy, the unbounded ambition of the man; and as 
the Barons inſiſted that the money due by treaty ſhould be at 
their diſpoſal, not at Henry's, he alſo ſaw, and probably with 
Tegret, the low condition to which this Monarch, who had 
more erred from weakneſs than from any bad intentions, was 
reduced by the turbulence of his own ſubjects— 

&« Prince Edward, whoſe enlarged thoughts, though in ſuch 
early youth, had taught 'him the great prejudice, which his 
father had incurred, by his levity, inconſtancy, and frequent 
breach of promiſe, refuſed for a long time to take advantage 
of this abſolution; and declared that the proviſions of Ox- 
ford, however unreaſonable in themſelves, and however 


abuſed by the Barons, ought Kill to be adhered to by thoſe 


who had {worn to obſerve them. He himſelf had been con- 
ſtrained by violence to take that oath; yet was he determined 
to keep it. By this ſcrupulous fidelity, the Prince acquired 
the confidence of all parties, and was afterwards enabled to 
recover fully the royal authority, and to perform ſuch great 
actions both during his own reign, and that of his father.” 

I am confident (ſaid the Marquis) that if we were to ſhew the 
ſame ſentiment of kindneſs and generoſity, if we were to manifeſt 
a defire of peace, they would do the ſame: They have always 
been againſt the war with England. I never knew a ſingle 
inſtance, where the French were not ready to make peace- 
J am not the dupe of all the filly pretexts that have been held 
out for our plunging into the war. ITis not the violent 
ſpeeches, nor the inflammatory harangues, that happen either 
in their Convention or in our Parliament, that give me 
any true notion of the general ſentiments of either country. 


Violent ſpeeches in one aſſembly will naturally produce vio- 


lent ſpeeches in another. If we call them anarchiſts and 
tyrants, they will adopt a ſimilar language. When we talk 
of demoliſhing their anarchy, they will call ours tyranny; 
and by the miſerable invectives bandied from the one fide to 
the other, may the tempers of the people on both ſides be 
irritated without cauſe, and without object. Let all this be 


avoided; it can produce no good. If we do not mean ex- 
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termination, we ought to be generous. One of the ableſt 
political writers (Machiavel) that ever lived, has a chapter to 
prove, that there is no medium between behaving nobly and 
extermination. You cannot exterminate in the preſent in- 
ſtance, and therefore behave nobly, nor let it be ſaid, that you 
| ſeek to draw a profit from the misfortunes of your neighbours. 

Let us not then cabal about an iſland. It is not the traſh of 
an indemnity that we ought to purſue it is to conciliate the 
minds of the people of France, and to reſtore peace to mankind. 
This is the way to make peace laſting between the two nations. So 
far, in the preſent inſtance, from a peace not being ſecure with 
France, it would be more ſecure than if made with any cabinet in 
Europe. Cabinets are never to be depended on. This we may re- 


member from the example of Auſtria, whocaballed from the mo- 


ment of the peace of Aix la Chapelle for the recovery of Sileſia 
till the war of 1755, and again during all the latter end of the 
reign of Frederick the Second. The Duke of Choiſſeul caballed 


to renew the war with us, from the peace of 1763 till he was 


diſmiſſed, and ſo it will be with all courts, but with this dif- 


ference, that cabinets may conduct their plans with ſecrecy 
till they are ripe for execution, whereas in popular govern- 
ments every thing 1s public. | 
But who are we to treat with? it is conſtantly ſaid. Treat 
with the French people; no matter for the name. If your 
intentions are diſintereſted, if they are noble and wiſe, there 
cannot be much to ſettle. Here lies our great ſecurity. 
Miniſters may make difficulties; they did the ſame in the 
American war. Every one remembers how they fought their 
battle inch by inch. When the people became diſguſted with 
that war, there was no end to their ſhifts; firſt, they offered 
to carry it on in a ſmaller extent; next, that there ſhould be 
no internal continental war, but only a naval war; then, that 
it ſhould be a war of poſts; then, that the war ſhould continue 
only with the French in America at lait the Attorney Ge- 
neral of the day declared, that there were laws, which were 
inſurmountable objections and muſt be repealed, and deſired 
4 month for conſideration; but the Houſe of Commons cut 
the matter ſhort, and' reſolved to have no offenſive war. It 
leems that we are to have the ſame miſerable courſe put in 
practice again. Our allies. are talked of, who, if they mean 
ſoneſtly, and unleſs they do ſo, are not worth attention, 
ave intereſts the ſame as ours, viz. that of peace. Other 


diſhculties may and will be ſtarted, as long as miniſters theme - 


ſelves are indiſpoſed to peace, for miniſters are the ſame in all 


times; but if this is proved to be the caſe, it is to be hoped 


that Parliament will do as they did in the caſe of America, 
Vor. I. EE. | take 
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take the matter upon itſelf and cut the knot which miniſters re- 
fuſe to untie. By that ſhort vote which forbid the continuance 
of offenſive war with America a thouſand cavils were palſied, 


ill-humour dropped, and America became reconciled. The 


ſame will happen with France. Examine, and in every inſtance 
you will find that it is you yourſelves who have thrown the 
_ firſt ſtone. Do but put forth your hand towards them, and 
they wiil ſtreich their's more than half way. Before ſuch a 
diſpoſition, temporary decrees of a contrary tendency would 
ſoon diſappear, for. there appears nothing in the French con- 
ſtitution to oppoſe it“. The very ſpeech of Barrere, ſo much 
talked of, ſhews that the public with is peace, war is the means 
and peace the end. The Marquis ſolemnly declared, that he 
was as much convinced, as he was of the fact that he had 
then the honour of ſpeaking to their Lordſhips, that the French 
never defired war with, England, and that there never was 
a moment up to that very inſtant, that peace was not to be 
had on terms perfectly conſiſtent with the honour of Great 
Britain. The nature of things indeed ſhewed it, which was 
much more important than any individual information. The 
with of the French nation muſt naturally be for preſent peace, 
and alſo. againſt a renewal of the war. We ſee, what, indeed, 
hiſtory might have to!d us without this fatal experience, that 
God has made ſuch a difference between offenſive and defenſive 
war, that the ſame creature acting in the different ſituations 
changes his nature. Theſe very French, whom we have found ſo 
formidable when attacked, droop and ſicken when they come 
in their turns to be the affailants. We have nothing to ap- 
prehend therefore from their external hoſtility: Whenever 
they have come acroſs the Rhine, you ſee how feeble they 
have become. Nor does the ſentiment of the nation coun- 
tenance them in foreign attacks; no part of the war created 


* The new conſtitution of France adopted by the National Convention, 
June 23, 1793, under the title of The Correſpondence of the French Republic 
with Foreign States, ſays, Art. 118. 121. The French people is the 
friend and natural ally of free nations. It does not interfere in the go- 
vernment of other nations : It does not ſuffer that other nations ſhould 
interfere in its own. It gives an aſylum to foreigners baniſhed from their 
country for the cauſe of liberty : It refuſes it to tyrants. It does not 
make peace with an enemy, which occupies its territory. (Il ne fait point 
la paix avec un enemi qui occupe ſon territoire.)” This is underſtood by 
the advocates for a peace with France as not prohibiting the zreating for 
a peace, but only the concluding of one, which leaves an enemy on French 
territory, They ſay, that America concluded a provifienal treaty with 


England, whereby it ſettled. its independence; and that the riſque of 


opening a negotiation with things ſtanding as they are, would he with 
the French government, and not with thoſe who are combating with 
them, | | 
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ſuch murmurs at Paris as the ſiege of Mayence. The ſame 
principle has actuated the Auſtrians, who will always be more 
than men in defending Germany, and become women when 
they carry the war out of their own country. | 
But notwithſtanding theſe general good diſpoſitions which 
are the reſult of human nature, the moment is become of the 
_ utmoſt importance. We are on the eve of a new campaign, 
and the danger is nearer to us than in the caſe of America. 
It was given as a reaſon for the peace of 1748 that Maeſtricht 
was left the ſingle town of the Low Countries. At preſent, 
matters do not depend on a fingle town, but on the fate of a 
ſingle battle; one battle loſt, and all our advantage ground is 
gone. Then it will be the turn of the French to talk of in- 
demnity, ſecurity, and barrier, and God knows with much more 
juſtice. If they loſe a battle, it is comparatively nothing, for 
it is not one, two, three, or four battles, that will ſeriouſly ham- 
ble them, and nothing of this ſort can have permanent operation. 
The Marquis ſaid, that he had no expeCtation that theſe 
reaſonings would have any immediate effect; but he beſought 
the Houſe to take them into conſideration, and to reflect well 
upon them, as they might produce good in time; he hoped 
and truſted therefore that their Lordſhips would give a de- 
liberate attention to the object of this war. © I have endea- 
voured to compreſs them into the propoſition which I hold in 
my hand, and to which, whatever weight it may have with 
you to-day, I am perſuaded that you will by and by recur, as a 
meaſure not altogether undeſerving of your ſerious regard. I 
therefore move your Lordſhips that an humble Addreſs be pre- 
ſented to his Majeſty, | 
„ To repreſent to his Majeſty, that the events of the laſt 


campaign have demonſtrated the extreme improbability of con- 


quering France, even under the ſingular circumſtance of a 
general confederacy formed againſt her. 

« That the duration of an extenſive confederacy, neceſſarily 
flow and ill- combined in its operations, is not to be depended 
upon from day to day, and formed, as the preſent is, with 
powers, who, it is to be apprehended, from the exhauſted ſtate 


of their finances, waſted by profuſion and war, can only fulfil 


their engagements. to us by being ſubſidized, leaves the 
burden of expence and odium ultimately to fall upon Great 


Britain and Ireland. : 
That were the war to be, in future, as ſucceſsful as it has 


| hitherto proved adverſe, it ought not, in ſound policy, to be 


continued; becauſe no acquiſitions of territory can be of real, 


and much leſs of adequate benefit, at the riſque of prolonging 
the preſent, and laying the foundation of future wars. 
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« That a loſs to the nation incalculable, and almoſt beyond 
imagination, muſt follow from the diminution of product and 
conſumption; the ſtagnation and deſtruction of capital, and 
the general decay of trade, which have arifen in the place of 
that reduCtion of debt and taxes, which we were taught to 
expect, and which is ſo eſſential to our external independence, 
and to our internal tranquillity and happineſs. | 

&« That the diſmemberment of France, if attainable, ſo far 
from ſecuring the balance of power in Europe, mult endanger, 
if not overturn it; as it cannot fail to augment the ſtrength of 
the greater Europcan powers, who, from their ambition, and 
the policy which they have lately adopted, of acting in concert, 
already threaten the extinction of the independent ſtates of the 
ſecond and third order, upon whole preſervation the liberties 
of Europe eſſentially depend. ; 


C That opinions and ſentiments, once widely diſſeminated, 


cannot be controlled by arms; and, therefore, it behoves every 
government, which would guard againſt the progreſs of demo- 
cratic principles, to avoid the evils which gave birth to them in 
France. * | 

That the acquieſcence ſhewn by the French nation in its 
proviſionary government, when in the act of oppoſing a con- 
federacy attempting to control its interior, though a ſtrong 
proof that the pretent war is more likely to confirm than to 
deſtroy ſuch a government, yet is no proof that the French na- 
tion will continue it, provided we ſuffer them to return to a 
ſtate of external peace. | ö : 

6 That experience has demonſtrated the futility of every at- 
tempt to interfere in the internal affairs of France, even if the 
injuſtice of it were problematical; and that we mult deſerve 
the deepeſt reproach which a nation can incur, if, to ſerve the 
mere occaſional purpoſes of the confederacy, we encourage 
further revolts in that country, where we find we are unable 
to fulfil our promiſes of preſent ſupport, or to ſave thoſe 
who have put a confidence in us from ruin and exter- 
mination. | | 33 ä 

Therefore to implore his Majeſty to declare, without de- 
lay, his diſpoſition to make peace upon ſuch juſt, diſinteręſted“, 
and liberal terms, as are beſt calculated to render the peace 
between any two nations laſting; and to communicate fuch 


* We have printed the word d/nterefted in Ttalics, becauſe in this word 
ems to lie a great part of the ſpirit of the Marquis's motion and object, 
ſince it contradiſtinguiſnes his plan from that of adminiſtration, who go 
upon the principle of. ſeeking indemnity for ourſelves and our allies, and 
alſo future ſecurity, by means of ſome eſfectual barrier to be eſtabliſhed 
againſt the French, | 


declara- 
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declaration to his allies, that an immediate end may be put to 
that daily effuſion of human blood, which, if ſuffered to pro- 
ceed, muſt alter the character of the nations of Europe, and, 
in the place of that improving ſpirit of humanity, which 
has hitherto diſtinguiſhed modern times, ſubſtitute a de- 
our of ſavage ferocity unexampled in the annals of man- 
kind.“ | | 
Earl Fitzwilliam roſe the moment the Marquis ſat down: 
He faid, it did not appear to him that any thing had occurred 
of ſufficient conſequence to make him change the ſentiments 
he had adopted at the commencement of the laſt year. Hz 
conſidered the war as a defenſive war; and, conſiſtent with the 
addreſs preſented to his Majeſty from that Houſe, in which 
their Lordſhips concurred in an opinion, that the war was 
neceſſary to be continued, their Lordſhips could not, in his 
judgment, agree with the preſent motion. It was evident, 
that the object of the French was, to give law to all Europe. 


Their aim was, to carry their principles into the heart of every 


other country : Principles which, if propagated without oppo- 


ſition, muſt be tremendous to every other part of the known 


world; and of the intention of the French to propagate them 
there could be no doubt, for that was confirmed by their acts. 
This was illuſtrated beyond a doubt by many facts, and mani- 
feſted from the authority of Briſſot, whoſe authority could 
not be queſtioned, as he was himſelf the author of all the mea- 
ſures purſued till May laſt, when the Girondiſt party fell a 
ſacrifice to Danton, Robeſpierre, and the leaders of what was 
termed the Mountain. Briſſot, let it be remembered, was 


the firſt adviſer of the declaration of war by the late King of 


France againſt the Emperor. Briſſot had fince declared, that 
this war, on the part of the French, was not a war for con- 
queſt, in order to gain territory merely, or of ambition only; 
but a war of deſtruCtion to every lawful government. 'The Earl 
ſaid, that although he regarded this war, on our part, a defenſive 
war; yet it did not from thence follow, that we ſhould not be 
very active in our meaſures: No; for active, ſaid his Lordſhip, 
we certainly muſt and ſhall be in the proſecution of it, unleſs 
we forgot all our ancient prejudices, and gave way to a new 
ſyſtem, big with every poſſible danger, and which threatened 
us and all the reſt of Europe with deſtruction. 'The motion 


now before their Lordſhips appeared to him to be highly ob- 
jectionable; the object of it ſeemed to be, to call on his Ma- 


jeſty to make a diſtinct ſpecification of the mode in which the 
war was to be carried on; and to deſire his Majeſty, in direct 
violation of all the treaties by which he is engaged, to —_— 
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he common cauſe, without any conſultation with any of the 
other powers. 'This appeared to him to be highly improper ; 


for we ſhould at all times pay a ſtrict regard to the ſpirit of our 


treaties ; and we were bound in honour by the preſent treaties. 
Did the Noble Marquis ſeriouſly mean, that we ſhould break 
through our engagements with Holland, Spain, the Em- 
peror, and other powers, and ſhamefully deſert that cauſe we 
had pledged ourſelves to ſupport, in order that we might be 
enabled to give aſſiſtance to the French? to the French, who 
had barbarouſly murdered their Sovereign, and deluged whole 
provinces with the innocent blood of their people; who threat- 
encd to replunge Europe into a ſtate of barbariſm ?—Wife he 
thought the treaties with thoſe powers; others might perhaps 
be of a different opinion; but he believed there were but few 
in this country, who would think it adviſeable for his Majeſty 


to abandon the ſpirit of them, without even ſo much as con- 


ſulting any one of his allies : This would be a direct violation 
of the law of honour, as well as the law of nations; by this 
we ſhould at one forſeit our faith, and abandon our own in- 
tereſt. | A | | | 76 
What ſuch conduct as the French had purſued muſt 
have eventually led to, if not ſucceſsfully reſiſted, might be 
collected from the atrocities that had marked the progreſs of 
their rulers. In this country, great art and induſtry had been 
uſed, to procure the adoption of their principles; but, by the 
vigilance and timely intereference of the executive govern- 
ment, the efforts of the Jacobin emiſſaries of the Jacobin club 
in Paris, had been defeated. The ſyſtem of the French had 
in effect only ſerved to introduce tyranny and anarchy, the 
natural effects of uſurpation and reſiſtance to lawful govern- 
ments. | | 

The acts of aggreſſion on the part of our enemies, his Lord- 
ſhip ſaid, were numerous. Among them, was the decree of 
the 19th Nov. 1792, which openly avowed their intention of 
interfering with the internal government of every country, 
that did not recogniſe their abſurd doctrine of Liberty and 
Equality; the wanton and unprovoked aggreſſion on the 
territories of our faithful allies the Dutch, the invaſion of 
Brabant, the reduction of Savoy, and their interference with 
the navigation of the Scheldt. He ſaid he believed that the 
people of this country at large at firſt conſidered, and did 
now conſider, this war, on our part, as he had deſcribed it, 

rely a defenſive war. The motion made by the Noble 


u 
Marquis appeared to him to be highly improper; becauſe, 


if their Lordſhips regarded their families, their poſterity, and 


their 
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their couniry, they muſt concur in a ſtrenuous oppoſition to 
that deſtructive anarchy which had over-run France. He 
contended, that the war muſt of neceſſity be continued, until 
ſome fair grounds of ſecurity from the ambitious encroach- 
ments of the French ſhould offer themſelves. Their encroach- 
ments, his Lordſhip obſerved, were of the moſt dangerous 
tendency ; they did not go to a ſimple invaſion of our territory, 
but to a total ſubverſion of our conſtitution. Unleſs we were 
prepared to ſacrifice every thing that was dear to us, we had 
at preſent no hopes of peace; becauſe, if their Lordſhips read 
the French newſpapers, they would ſee, that we had lately been 
told by one man in the National Convention, that we might 
have peace if we pleaſed, but before we had it we muſt give 
up our conſtitution, What, after this, was to be faid of the 
hopes we had of obtaining peace, under the preſent ſyſtem of 
government in France? what were we to expect if we were 
to withdraw from the preſent league, or to become paſſive? 
'The beſt way to anſwer that, would be found out by looking 
at the conduct of the French, When they invaded Savoy. They 
openly declared, they attacked the King of Sardinia, becauſe 
he was too weak to defend himſelf; they would, therefore, 
grow more inſolent, as we became humble; and our very wiſhes 
for peace would remove it the farther from us. it was an 
avowed principle in France, . that the weakneſs of a power 
was a ſufficient reaſon for attacking itz Ought we to propoſe 
terms of peace with France? Let it be recollected, that we 
muſt previouſly diſband our army, or quit the territories of 
the republic; and then what ſecurity had we, that any ho- 
nourable terms would be aſſented to on their part? Would the 
Noble Marquis recommend Great Britain to diſarm, and leave 
the French armed, and in full force? He begged the Noble 
Marquis to anſwer fairly and candidly ; and, rebus fic ſtantibus, 
to ſay, if he was in the ſituation of a miniſter, would he 
follow the advice of any Noble Lord, given on the grounds, 
and ſupported by ſuch arguments as the Noble Marquis uſed ? 
On the contrary, would he not ſpurn at it, as an act riſing 
more out of a ſpirit of oppoſition, than from any reaſon that 
could juſtify the adoption of the meaſure? From theſe cir- 
cumſtances, and from the moſt ſerious conſideration of the 
whole, he was clearly and decidedly of opinion, that, to ac- 
cede to the motion before the Houſe, would be to act as 
an acceſſary to moſt eſſential miſchief to the conſtitution ; it 
would be to ſanction anarchy, murder, treaſon, and rebellion ; 
it would be, in ſhort, to aid in overturning our conſtitution, 
-and pulling down that fabric, which ſor ages had been the 

WH admiration 
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admiration of ſurrounding empires. He ſhould, therefore, 
give the motion his decided negative“. 

The Duke of Grafton ſaid, he entreated their Lordſhips' 
pardon for riſing thus early: He declared he ſhould have been 
ſatisfied to hear the opinion of others much at length upon 
this ſubject, and would have weighed it well, and then, as a 
man of honour, unbiaſſed by any ſide, ſhould have given his 
own. This he wiſhed to do on every important occaſion : He 
ſhould certainly have done ſo upon the preſent, if the Noble 
Marquis, who made this motion, had not done him the ho- 
nour to communicate it to him; and he mult declare, that if he 
had not weighed it in his mind, examined it in every point 
of view, and moſt deliberately conſidered it; if he had not 
been thoroughly ſatished with the conſtruction and tendency 
of it; he ſhould not, at this ſtage of the debate, ſay a ſingle 
word upon the ſubject : But, under all the circumſtances, he 
thought it his duty to leave his retirement in the country, to 
come to town, and to ſtep forward and declare his ſentiments, 
ſuch as they were. His Grace ſaid, he had been long abſent 
from the Houſe, enjoying opinions peculiar to himſelf, with- 
out intruding them on others, or interſering with thoſe of his 
neighbours, his family, or his friends. d only knew, at 
one time, whether he ſhould ever have been able to return to 
the performance of his duty within thoſe walls. He ſaid he was 
far from being fo fangukne as to hope, that the few who in 
that Houſe concurred with him in ſentiment, and who perhaps 
might bear an infinitely ſmall proportion with the general 
{weep of mankind who might be of a different opinion, could 
be at once able to effect any great and material advantage; 
but, nevertheleſs, he hoped that, from perſeverance, and by 
conſtantly and unremittingly pointing out the obvious diſad- 
vantages and deſtructive conſequences of the war, they might 
at length be able to effect their object, and procure for their 
country the bleſſings of peace. His Grace ſaid, it might be 
thought that it would avail but little, to ſupport a queſtion 
againſt a great and decided ſuperiority. He, however, was 
old enough himſelf to recollect, that a minority, ſmall in 
point of number, revized, treated with ſcorn and contempt, 
flandered by addreſſes to his Majeſty from different parts of 
the kingdom, and branded with the moſt opprobrious epi;hets, 


did once, by perſeverance and firmneſs, by their repreſenta- 
tions to the public of the true ſtate of public affairs, at length _ 


* Earl Fitzwilliam ſpeaks in ſo low a tone of voice, that poſſihly, from 
want of hearing him diſtinctly, we may have miſconceived his meaning; 
we certainly have not wilfully miſrepreſented him or his argument. 2 
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effect the great and valuable object for which they long con- 


tended, convert their minority into a majority, and bring 
about a peace with America; after the fruitleſs and wild ex- 
penditure of an immenſity of blood and treaſure, that had 


continued till the reſources of the kingdom were almoſt en- 


tirely exhauſted. What then was to be dreaded on the pre- 
ſent, any more than had been encountered and ſubdued on 
former occaſions? Nothing. Was the motion likely to be 
attended with any indignity to the Crown? No; far different 
was the intention. Was the ſpirit of the motion againſt the 
tereſt of the citizens? His G | 

word citizen. But was there any thing in the motion againſt. 
the intereſt of Britons, as he would rather call them, or 
againſt the intereſts of our fellow- ſubjects? Nothing: On the 
contrary, the motion was calculated to promote the real 
welfare and proſperity of the people of this country; and he 
believed, if right meaſures had been taken ſome time ago, 
with regard to continental affairs, that hundreds of thouſands 
of the lives of our fellow-beings' would have been ſaved ; and 
he ſaw no reaſon why ſuch ſteps ſhould be proceeded in. He 
conceived the misfortunes in which the country was at preſent 
involved, to have had their foundation in a doctrine new to 
kim, but which had been carried to extravagant lengths—the 
doctrine of implicit confidence in his Majeſty's miniſters. 


This, he contended, was a doctrine to which our conſtitution 


was a ſtranger, and which it was. highly unconſtitutional in 
any Member either in that or in the other Houſe of Parlia- 
ment, to adopt or to maintain. Such eyils were the conſe- 
quences of a ſeries of ill- judged and moſt impolitic meaſures 
and thoſe who ſhould adviſe a continuance of them, might 
pollibly, on ſome future day, be called to anſwer, to their in- 
jured country, for thoſe misfortunes in which they had in- 
volved her. There was ſome radical defect, his Grace ſaid, 
in the conſtitution, either in its theory or its practice; ſome 
courſe of improvident and deſtructive policy had for ſome time 
exiſted in the government, or theſe misfortunes could not have 
happened: It was the duty of their Lordſhips to examine 
whence it ſprung, and the means by which it might be re- 
medied, and to encounter and refiſt its dangerous innovations 


tor great and dangerous corruption had already crept into the | 


body politic, the progreſs of which, if not timely prevented, 
threatened to terminate in the final ſubverſion of our enviable 
and excellent conſtitution. | | 
There muſt, his Grace ſaid, be ſome cauſe for this ſudden 
change, and the adoption of the deſtructive policy in queſtion ; 
ne was inclined to think there might be two cauſes; each 
Vor, 9 would 
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would operate in its way, The cauſes he alluded. to were, 
either the building itſelf, although not rotten, at the heart, 
was in a ſtate of dangerous decay; or miniſters were corrupt 
and negligent in the diſoharge of their duty; and by ineih- 
cicnt, Uhjudged, or unwife meaſures, had bronght us to the 
condition we are in at preſent, from which, unleſs timely 
prevented, ſane ſerious calamity would befall us, Either of 
thoſe cauſes was ſufficient to bring us into our preſent ſitua- 
tion, unleſs ſome remedy was taken to prevent it, and this 
might end in our total rum. He was ſure that a combination of 
theſe cauſes was enough to do fo, and perhaps be might think 
that combination was now working to its end moſt rapidly. 
Hitherto he had dealt a good deal in general terms upon thig 
ſubject, but he was ſure their Lordſhips would be able to ap- 


ply what he ſaid without any difficulty, They would remem- 


ber, that about two years ago, the Right Hon, Gentleman 
who was at the head of his Majeſty's Cabinet, had, in a 
ſpeech delivered with that matchleſs eloquence which diſtin- 
guiſhed him, {tated in triumph, the very thriving condition of 
the finances-of this country, the growing produce of our re- 
venue, and, above all, the probable proſpe& we had of con- 
tinuing to ourſelves the bleſſings of uninterrupted peace for 
the ſpace of fifteen years. The Budget Speech to which he 
alluded was, delivered in the other Houſe of Parliament in 
February 1792 : If the public prints were to be relied on, and 
they all agreed in the fact, the miniſter had actually calculated 
our finances upon that proſpect, and on it he had built a plan 
for the liquidation of our enormous debt; but, notwith- 
{tanding theſe high-ſounding promiſes; in the ſhort ſpace of 
twelve months, all thoſe fair. proſpects had vaniſhed, through 
the raſhneſs and temerity of miniſters, who have involved 
their country in a war, undefined both in its principle and its 
object, and which, from every account. he could obtain, pro- 
feſſed to be what political writers termed bellum internecionis; a 
war of extermination. At that very time the miniſter could not 
be deceived as to the affairs of France, for there was not at that 
time a ſingle Emigrant here from France that was not a friend 
to the old government, and from whom he could not have 
received any flattering details of the good diſpoſition, of the 
then ruling party in France; and yet, with all this advantage 
from information that could not flatter him, ſo far from a 
proſpect of the bleſſings of peace for fifteen years to come, 
in the ſhort ſpace of twelve months we found ourſelves 
engaged in war, and the people burdened with twelve mil- 
lions additional debt, which muſt ſwell moſt enormouſly every 
year that the war continued. What inference would every 

| man 
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man of a reflecting! mind draw from this melancholy fack? 
Either that the miniſter was inſincere at the time he held the 
language; or that the ſyſtem, on our part, with reference to 
the politics of the Continent, had changed. The firſt was 


an uncharitable, the ſecond a fair inference. He would 


take it then that we had changed our ſyſtem, and that 
we were now to inſiſt on a particular form of government. 
On this he muſt own he had no idea of ſucceſs; nor did he 
ſee juſtice in our interfering at any time or upon any pretence 
in the internal government of France, or of any other coun- 
try. Had it not been for our alliance with Auſtria and 


Pruſſia, 100, ooo lives might have been ſpared: We had been 


frequently rivals to Auſtria and Pruſſia, and often enemies 
to France. Such were the internal reſources of this country, 
that it was not frem our alliances with Auſtria and Pruſſia 
that we ſhould look for protection and ſupport. | If we wanted 
an alliance, we might have formed one with France, who 
had ſhewn herſelf willing to affociate with this country, and 
in that caſe we ſhould have no reaſon to be terrified at the ven- 
geance of Auftria and Pruſſia. Had this been done in the 


rſt inſtance, all the blood and all the money that had been 


expended, might have been ſaved. There would have been 
no war, not a ſhot need to have been fired on the Continent, 
and a much better ſecurity to the permanent peace of Europe 
would have been effectually afforded, than could now be 
hoped for from any probable event of the preſent hoſtilities. 
How was it collected that the French would never unite with 
this country ? To prove this, Noble Lords had had recourſe to 
ſome of the invectives made uſe of by Barrere. It was not 
ſrom invectives that we were to judge of the ſenſe of a na- 
tion. As an unanſwerable argument for the preſſing neceſſity 
for a ſpeedy termination of the war, his Grace urged the 
great expence already incurred on account of it, and ſtated by 


calculation the enormous amount to which an annual aceu- 
mulation of debt would ſwell in a very few years. 


The argument of the Noble Marquis near him, as well as the 
meaning of his motion, had been much miſconceived by the 
Noble Earl who had juſt ſat down. © The Noble Marquis 
meant not to recommend 2 ſhameful violation of exiſting 
treaties, or a deſertion of our allies.” He had faid, that if we 
ſhewed a diſpoſition for peace, the effect would be the fame 
ſort of diſpoſition in all the allied powers, becauſe we had put 


_ ourſelves at the head of the war, and were ſo conſidered by 
the French. With regard to the queſtion, whether the Noble 


Marquis meant to recommend our opening a negotiation, 
and diſarming, while the French remained armed; cer- 
tainly the Noble Marquis meant no ſuck thing. When the 

3E2 French 


: — n P * 2 Z . ” n 
—> roath 3 - - Y LOSE AY , — — — 
- 4 Rs ” 3 1 8 8 ge 2 
c ns © SIS} - A+ 
— aa * * 7 1 
l s 


A 
"fp eas + 


* — 8 
2 Ll * N AX * 4 
— —U— — 
—ʒ— — ei. 


25 
A» — 5 
* — um 


-*. 


4 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. lone, 


French met us on the terms of treaty, and had approached to 
a cloſe, or ratification, we ſhould do as we did at the end of all 
wars; diſarm by little and little, juſt as the enemy diſarmed. 
He had heard it aſſerted, that the French inſiſted on alter- 
ing and overturning our conſtitution, before they would con- 
ſent to be at peace with us; but he believed, that if there was 
wiſdom in our councils, and proper terms were offered for 
peace with the French, our conſtitution would not be in dan- 
ger. He had heard much ſaid againſt the violence of the 


French, and the deſperation of their cauſe, as. manifeſted by 


their debates in the National Convention; and much reliance 


had been placed on the pamphlet of Briſſot, to prove that the 


French are determined on the deſtruction of all other govern- 
ments. He owned he did notagree in ſucha concluſion. Wehad, 
inour Houſe of Parliament, Bid as hard and as harſh things of 
them, and their government, as they could ſay of us; who 


had been treated with more invective in both Houſes of Par- 


liament than the French? All this was nothing but haſtineſs, 
and would ſoon be ſet aſide by opening any train of negotia- 
tion, which had been too long neglected. Indeed, ſuch ſteps 
had been taken as had tended much to inflame the whole of the 
French pcople. | 

The moſt violent of theſe was the manifeſto of the Duke 
of Brunſwick, which his Grace cenſured in the ſevereſt and 
moſt marked terms; he thought it ſcarce poſlible that it could 
be the production of that venerable ſoldier, who formerly led 
the Britiſh troops with ſo much honour to himſelf and fo 
much advantage to Great Britain, and was juſtly the object of 
their adoration ; but ſuch could not be the Duke's ſentiments, 
although they might be the ſentiments of thoſe Powers by 
whom he was employed ; a performance which he really be- 
lieved had been the cauſe of much ſhedding of blood. It was 
but juſt that the public of this country ſhould know whether our 
Cabinet knew any thing of that manifeſto previous to its publi- 
cation. If it was, he was ſorry they did not proteſt againſt it. 
If they did not, it was far from reſpectful in the Court of 
Vienna to conceal it from us, at a moment when it muſt have 


been in their contemplation to draw us into the league; and 
while we remained filent on that ſubject, the French would 


conſider the ſentiments contained in this manifeſto as the ſen- 
timents of the King of Great Britain. The ſame obſervation 
was applicable to all the other manifeſtoes and declarations of 
the Allied Powers. After diſcuſſing the ſubject much at large, 
the Duke aſſured their Lordſhips, that, in his anxiety and de- 
fire for peace, he conſalted no private object; he was actuated 
hy motives more noble and more honourable—affection for his 
Sovereign, an ardent love for his country, and a regard for his 
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own honour; were the great incentives by which he was urged 
to do every thing in his power to obtain a fair and honourable 
peace; for in his conſcience he believed, that the continu- 
ance of the preſent war would endanger his Majeſty's throne 
and government, and the ſafety and proſperity of the coun- 
try; and holding this opinion, he conceived, that if he did 
not interfere, as far as his power or influence could extend, to 
bring to a termination a war ſo deſtructive in its end and opera- 
tions, it would deſtroy his peace of mind, wound his conſcience, 
and make him hold himſelf, in ſome degree, inſtrumental in 
the deſtruction of his country. Their Lordſhips, he could not 
expect, would be immediately influenced by what had fallen 
either from him or the Noble Marquis; but he implored them 
to reflect on it when on their pillow, and conſider how far 
their country might be injured by the conteſt, and how little 
hope could be reaſonably entertained of the ſmalleſt advantage 
reſulting even from the moſt ſucceſsful termination of the 
war. 5 
The Earl of Caernarvon ſaid, that he had liſtened to the 
Noble Mover, with all the attention he was maſter of; that 
he had flattered himſelf, from the much- approved talents of 
the Noble Marquis in peace-making, that he would have pro- 
duced ſome practicable ground, on which to found the hope 
of a ſafe and honourable peace; but after a copious and vo- 
luminous detail of matter, which had very little forwarded 
the object of his motion, he had left the ſubject preciſely 
where he found it; it had indeed in his hands conſiderably 
changed its outward form for the worſe, but was ſubſtantially 
the ſame which had been moved by two Noble Earls, one on the 
opening of the Seſſions, the other on a propoſition to acknow- 
| ledge the republic. The ſpeech of the Noble Mover was very 
little calculated to promote peace, but very much to embroil 
us with our allies and neutral nations, particularly with one, 
formerly part of ourſelves. That all the arguments produced 
are reducible to aſſertions that the war was impoliticly en- 
tered into, with no defined object; that it might have been 
avoided by negotiation; and that in the courſe of an unſuc- 
ceſsful proſecution of it, unjuſtifiable objects had been pro- 
feſſed, namely that of interfering in the internal arrangement 
of the French government, by forcing them to adopt a form 
they diſapprove; that the impolicy, as well as ill ſucceſs, argued 
for a ſpeedy concluſion; that a peace was practicable, ſafe, and 
honourable : Theſe aſſertions, frequently made, he has ſup- 
ported by no proof, and the only admiſſible poſition is that 
general and undiſputed truth, that peace is a bleſſing devoutly 


to be wiſhed, It is certainly ſo, whatever has been the cauſe or 
| 55 | | ſucceſs 
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ſucceſs of the war; but that it is praCticable, afe, and honour- 


able, the Noble Lord has not even attempted to prove. That 


the war had no defined object, and could have been avoided 
by negotiation, are charges not very conſiſtent z and it' might 
puzzle even the Noble Lord's talents in negotiation to treat 
on a ſubject he was incapable of defining, The object of 
the war was however clearly aſcertained ; it was to be found 
in the ſpirit and motives of the demagogues of France for 


* commencing it; motives diſtinctly ſtated and avowed in all 


their decrees from the 16th and igth of November 1792, down 


to Barrere's Report to the Convention of laſt month, received 


with acclamation, and which holds out to Great Britain the 
price of peace, namely, the ſurrender of its conſtitution, 
They began by repeated declarations that the right of inſur- 
rection was the molt ſacred of the rights of man; and in the 


"decree of the 19th of November they offer, in all languages, 


aſſiſtance to all people defirous to exerciſe that facred right 
in order to recover their liberties. This . avowed intention 
was ſufficient to give the molt ſerious alarms to every regular 


- government in Europe. But they did not confine themſelves 


to general doctrines, and general intentions; for by the decree 
of the Executive Council of the 1th of November, they 
put their ſyſtem in practice againſt an ally of Great Britain, 


and in a manner that ei proved the blow to be in- 


tended at the exiſtence of Great Britain, and that the ulti- 
mate object was to make the rights of man (a phraſe for anarchy) 
triumph on the ruins of her long-boaſted and long- envied con- 


ſtitution. The decrce of the '16th ſtates * he privileges of 


Holland on the Scheldt ts be contrary to the law of nature, which the 
French have ſeborn to maintain; that the deſtruction of that 


right (which Monſ. Chauvelin, in his letter of the 27th of ; 
December to Lord Grenville, ſays is of no importance in itſelf) 


will convince all nations that the extinction of all the ryran- 
nies of Europe, and the triumph of the rights of man, is the 
fole ambition of the French Nation.” And they do not leave 
us in any poſſible doubt what thoſe tyrannies are; for Mont. 
Monge the Marine Miniſter's letter to the ports of France, 


ziſt December 1792, fays that the two tyrannical powers of 


Spain and England will quickly be deſtroyed z and for that 
purpoſe, with reſpect to England, a deſcent will be ſoon made 
in that iſland, and go, oc caps of liberty lodged there. Theſe 
are unequivocal proofs of a defined' intention. The object 
of the war therefore on our part is, reſiſtance to this avowed 
purpoſe, and ſecurity for the rights, liberties, and conſtitution 
of Great Britain and her allies. That it conld'not be avoided 
by negotiation, is proved beyond a doubt by Monſ. put ; 

| | anſwe 
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anſwer to Lord Grenville's complaint of the violation of the 
rights of Holland, “that the buſineſs of the Scheldt was irre- 
vocably decided by nature and juſtice, and of little importance in 
itſelf —an anſwer in tne preciſe tone and language of the 
decree of the 162, and which, proves both a negotiation and 
its failure. But the two Noble Lords who have ſupported this 
motion (ay tat having ſucceſstully deſended our ally, we did 
not lay by, our ams. but purſued a war of the moſt unjuſti- 
flable offene, in order to force the people of France to accept 
a form of gorernnient which they diſapproved; and this aſſer- 
tion is ſupported by a reference t Lord Hood's conduct, and 
the proclamation on the geſſion of Toulon. The contrary ap- 
pears to be the fair and candid deduction from the ſame pre- 
miſes, though it is by no means to be admitted that a war of 
defence, begun as ſuch, does not neceſſarily and prudently 
involve a war of offence, and that the erection of a royal 
ſtandard as a means of putting a more ſpeedy concluſion to the 
war, and obtaining greater ſecurity for peace, may not be a wiſe 
meaſure. But in point of fact, Lord Hood has not, by any 
act of, his pledged the arms of Great Britain to eſtabliſh 
any particular. form of government in France, but ſeems 
cautiouſly to have avoided it. "The caſe. ſtands thus: A 
conference took place between Commiſſioners from Toulon, 
and the Admiral, reſpecting the ceſſion of that port, and 
the fleet, in truſt for Louis XVII. In conſequence of this 
conference, Lord Hood, in a public declaration, ſays, that 
&« if a candid and explicit declaration in favour of monaxchy is. 


made at Toulon, and the wakes of royalty is erected,” he 


will accept the place, &c. in truſt for Louis XVII. until peace: 
And in a proclamatian of the ſame date, he ſums up his pro- 
poſal in theſe. words; After mature reflection upon theſe 
leading objects, I come to, offer you, the force with which I 
am entruſted (not the whole force and purſe of Great Britain), 
to ſpare the effuſion of blood, to cruſh the factious, and re- 
eſtabliſh a regular government in France, and thereby main- 
tain peace and tranquillity in Europe.” Nothing ſurely in this 
proceeding marks that the object of his armament was to force 
them to adopt any given conſtitution, but ſome regular form, 
in order to enſure ſecurity to Europe. The fair and candid. 
inference from this conduct 1s, that Lord Hood, knew aud 
acknowledged that he had no authority to. proclaim Louis 
XVII. in any place ceded to his Majeſty's arms, nor to revive 
the monarchy in his perſon, in ſuch place. He knew that any 
place ceded to the King's forces muſt be held for the King, 
and at the ſame time ke FE that he had no authority to take 
hoſtile poſſeſhon of any place which he found under the 
e „ allegianct 
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allegiance of Louis XVII. lawſul ſucceſſor to the laſt King of 
France, with whom Great Britain was not at war; and that 


he was not ordered to extinguith monarchy in France, Thus 


circumſtanced, a previous proclamation of Louis XVII. by the 
inhabitants of Toulon, and the erection of the royal ſtan- 
dard, could in his opinion alone juſtify him in accepting the 
place to hold in truſt for Louis XVII. and to keep it, as far as the 
force with which he was entruſted enabled him to do, until 
peace. The inhabitants anſwer, that they, wiſhing the eſtabliſh- 
ment of the conſtitution of 1789, had proclaimed Louis. 
Lord Hood accepts the port, &c. in truſt for Louis, indifferent 
whether his authority is limited by the conſtitution of 1789 
or any other; all that was neceſſary to regulate his conduct be⸗ 
ing aſcertained, Sir Gilbert Elliot's proclamation, in ſtill 
more meaſured terms, diſclaims all right and intention of 
forcing any ſpecific form of government on the people of 
France; but finding no regular government on which the na- 
tions of Europe could rely with ſecurity, he looked with 
more confidence on a form which had ſubſiſted in that country, 
and appeared to revive from its athes by the late ny 
act of the people of Toulon, Lyons, and La Vendee. I do 
not mean to follow the Noble Lord through all his comments 
on the maniſeſtoes and proclamationsof our Allies. The ſuper- 
intendence of Parliament is confined to the ſervants of the 
Kingof Great Britain; and no ſuch intentions appear as 5 
Noble Lord imputes to them; but if a decided declaration in fa- 
vour of monarchy could have given a probability of a more ſpeedy 
eace, I ſhould not have thought it objectionable. But the 5 
Mover ſays that peace is practicable, ſafe, and honourable. I | 
he had proved this poſitioh, I ſhould moſt ſincerely concur 
with him ; but he has not even attempted it; He has, on the 
contrary, made a motion whichcannot produce it; if adopted by 
the Houſe, muſt embroil us with all our allies and nevtr 
nations; and failing to produce peace, muſt cripple our ope- 
rations, and encourage our enemies by profeſling our inability to 
defend ourſelves. The Noble Earl who moved the acknow- 
ledgment of the French Republic endeavoured to ſhew that 
the new conſtitution, which he ſtated to be unequivocally i 
ceived and ſanctioned by all France, had renounced, in 1 ſo 
molt explicit terms, the right and intention of extending their 
dominion by conqueſt, or of interfering in the internal eee 
ment of other countries. But little hopes of peace are to be 
derived from this embryo conſtitution of disjointed and un- 
defined maxims, which they call a conſtitution. This govern- 


ment, ſtrangled in its birth, to ſanction which no primary aſ- 
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(indeed the guillotine has Jong ſuppreſſed the utterance of an 


uncontrolled opinion in that wretched country) ; but admit that 


this conſtitution had all the merit the Noble Lord attributes 


to it, yet it has met the fate of every thing honeſt and yalua- 
ble in France: It has been tried by the Revolutionary Tribu- 
nal, depoſed, and condemned to impriſonment and ſuſpen- 
fon during the war. This hopeful conſtitution is therefore de- 
clared unfit to exilt in time of war. What ſccurity againſt 


their ambition is to be derived from a conſtitution which may 


be ſuſpended whenever their ambition leads them to extend 
their dominions, or their love of anarchy urges them to diſturb 
the tranquillity” of their neighbours ? The Noble Marquis, 
however, does not place his hopes of peace on ſuch remote 
foundations: He calls upon us to treat with the Convention, 


with thoſe poſſeſſing the power, as with a regular govern- 


ment on which the confidence of Europe may repoſe. He 


gives the name, ſubſtance, and character of a regular govern- 


ment, to that anarchy which deſics all ſhape, all form, and all 
reſtraint. Before I can feel ſuch confidence to be prudent, in a 


government which draus its precarious exiſtence from the ſub- 


verſion of all old principles, I'muſt know its moral qualities, 
its political opinions. As in the caſe of a youth produced as a 


witneſs, inquiry is made whether he underſtands the nature 
of an oath, ſo in this caſe I ſhould inquire whether they knew 


the nature of a contract between nation and nation, whether 
they admit the ſame law of nations, and whether their new 


code of the rights of man does not overſet the Jaw of nations, as 


well as thoſe of France? In the preſent anarchy,-I can trace no 
features of a government that can give more confidence to fo- 
reign powers, than tranquillity and happineſs to its own citizens. 
There is no humanity, no religion in France; there is not that 
firſt bond that cements all evil relation, all public and private 


duties: The Deity has been firſt degraded, then tolerated, then 


finally exiled from his altars. If his image remains unſullied in 
any breaſt, it is in that wretched and deſponding portion, who, 
deſpairing of peace and happineſs in the country they are 
doomed tolive in, place their whole hopes in heaven. If, how- 
ever, waving all theſe eſſentials to confidence and ſtability, you 
were inclined to erect the image of peace on fo frail a founda- 
tion, will the deſpots of France (wheſe intereſ Briſſot tells 
you it is ta ſet. fire to the four corners of Europe) permit you? 
A demoeratic power juſt raifed from the ruins of old preju- 
dices, mult depend for-its exiſtence en war and tumult. They 
muſt not have time to think, and the guillotine muſt control 
the inclination to utter. The Convention, by ſigning peace, 
mult depoſe itfelf, and proclaim its. ſucceſſor. The Jacobin 
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rulers of that Convention muſt quit confirmed power in hopes 

of precarious influence over a new Aſſembly; but if theſe 
virtuous men waved their own intereſt, have they renounced 
their doctrines, which make a perpetual war more deſirable to 
us than peace? No; they perſiſt in all their objects, and do 
not think of peace; they bid you negotiate with their armies, 
and demand the ſurrender of your conſtitution and govern» 
ment as the price of peace. 

Type Marquis of Lanſdswn, conceiving that the Noble Earl 
had been a little miſtaken in his conſtruction of the Declaration 
of Lord Hood at Toulon, read a paſſage of it, offering the 
conſtitution of 1789 to the Touloneſe, to prove that it fully 
warranted the comments he had made upon it. 

Earl Darnley expreſſed himſelf to feel ſome compunction 
in ſo frequently intruding himſelf on their Lordſhips; the 
great importance of the queſtjons which had lately called for 
the ſerious attention of their Lordſhips, would, he truſted, 
ſufficiently apologize to the Houſe for his intruſion. The Earl 
ſaid, he was more fully convinced than ever of the propriety of 
perſevering in the preſent juſt and neceſſary war; for as the 
war was really juſt, we ought not to be told of its miſery; be- 
cauſe, until ſecurity could be obtained for peace, it muſt be 
ſuffered. France had already aſſerted by Barrere, that ſhe 
would not make peace with England till England had given 
up her conſtitution. One of theſe two things muſt therefore 

be taken as a preliminary ſtep to negotiation z we mult either 
part with our conſtitution, or the French with theirs. 'The 
Earl declared, that he did not entertain thoſe gloomy ap- 
prehenſions which ſome Noble Lords, who had ſpoken in the 
debate, had ſaid they entertained; He had heard often that 
the country was injured by the continuation of hoſtilities z 
but when he looked around him, he ſaw that the ſame happi- 
neſs was felt, and the ſame proſperity enjoyed, as in 1789. 
No Noble Lord preſent wiſhed for a ſpeedy and honourable 
peace more than he did ; but before he for one ſhould be will- 
ing to encourage any attempt to procure it, he muſt ſee 
reaſon to hope it would be permanent, at leaſt ſuch an expect- 
ation ſhould be ſanctioned by ſomething more than mere con- 
jecture. The Noble Marquis, who had opened the debate, 
whoſe opinion he was always diſpoſed to treat with reſpect, 
and whoſe ability, as a ſtateſman, he would readily acknow- 
ledge, had not thought proper to point out any one mode in 
which 'peace might be procured. He had not ſtated to the 
Houſe with whom we were to treat, or with what govern- 
ment we were to negotiate. It would be difficult indeed, faid 


the Earl, for the Noble Marquis to define that government 4 
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and much more difficult, he truſted, would it be for him to 
induce their Lordſhips to liſten to any idea of accommodation, 
circumſtanced as matters were at the preſent: He would not 
attempt to deſcribe the government of that country, the dread- 
ful and horrid meaſures of which were not confined within 
its own limits, but threatened deſtructive ruin to all Europe. 
% You have heard and read (ſaid his Lordſhip) their late de- 
crees, and you cannot but have obſerved, from the ſpirit which 
they breathe, that the Convention will liſten to no treaty, no 
overtures of peace, without the previous ſacrifice of your con- 
ſtitution. Are your Lordſhips prepared to go that length?“ 
This, with him, and, he truſted, with every other Noble 
Lord, would ever be an unanſwerable argument againſt 
opening a negotiation, much more againſt ſuing for peace 
juſt now. He had no deſire to relinquiſh our own form 
of government, nor did he believe the French were diſpoſed 
at preſent to abandon their ſyſtem of anarchy. Feeling as he 
did, he could not content himſelf with giving a filent vote. 
It was a war of humanity, honour, and religion, as well as of 
juſtice, in oppoſition to thoſe principles of glaring injuſtice 
and moſt ſavage cruelty, which the tyranny of France was 
3 attempting to carry into every quarter of the world. To the 
. beſt of his abilities he would defend the war, and to his laſt mo- 
ment he would give it his warm ſupport. Before God and his 
| country, he ſpoke the ſentiments of his heart; and ſo per- 
fectly fatisfied was he, in his own mind, of the urgency of 
purſuing the war, that, though the idea was novel, and ſuch 
language ſeldom held in that Houſe, he affured their Lord- 
/ips, that he would proſecute it with his fortune and his life, 
| ſhould ſuch ſupport be ever deemed requiſite. | 
The Earl of Guildford faid, after 'the able manner in which 
the queſtion had been treated by the Noble Marquis, and other 
Noble Lords, it was not neceſſary for him to call for much 
of the attention of their Lordfhips, or to enter at large into 
the ſubject; nor ſhould he have rifen, were it not that he 
dound it impoſſible to remain filent, after having heard the 
extraordinary manner in which the ſubject had been treated 
by thes Noble Earl (Carnaryon) who had ſpoken laſt but one in 
the debate. If the Noble Marquis perſiſted in taking the ſenſe 
of the Houſe on his motion, he ſhould undoubtedly vote for 
it, if it were only to ſhew that he did not think it liable to the 
conſtruction the Noble Earl had put upon it. He deeply 
kelt the value of the Noble Earl's friendſhip; he knew the 
ſupport the government of the country received by his eſpouſ- 
ing its cauſe; he knew alſo the great confidence the country 
muſt place in any meaſures he might ſupport; but he could 
| 3t2 not 


__ 
SPEED 9 
* 


S - 

F a 

_ ICS 
2 


8 Pd > 
— 


SLY 
© be 


N 1 > — 5 
. IPO EEENENS 
2 n r 

3 — 


2 


r 
r 
bay > v9 5 

rr 


** SOLE Es 
2 4 
v* >: * 


oh AL. In 
2 * —— * 
BATES 
«+ wel * 
4 3 2 
. 


5 

3 

5 

1 

1 

; 

'4 

: 

2 

5 

24 

7 

1 

& 

# 
By 

oe . 

_ 
1 

*Y 

5 

by 

- 

1 


r or au) AE norte 1. 
— — * r 1 _ 
be 3 79 TAY * 4 


- > - #- hg 2 
\ =. 


i 149 # * o 2 
re. 
2 — 


* by 72 2 — 1 

* k f * - NN 5 2 Lr — 
— SALT ES 2 K r ß ce Bc Ls an, —_— ——_—— x: — — — 

Y=2X; YI. 71 — 3% las TS. JE. . -—.- * Nr - N 9 "I . as Eby. 21 Se IB Le 8 n . n * 32 Nr * 4 ef *— „ ite Þ — 

2 4 - > r EE. x 5 N K „ DD 3 1 yaa 4 r nn 4 7 8 2 e AE — — 22 2 he gd FS r 8 * „5 _ 2 < ma" - * ©? 2 = ins - ade TLOTY 57 ” — Y £ — 8 

5 4 m_y ** 2 „ . 4 — 1 5 2 P . , — - i A RT 2 - " . » nk Ie pm 8 _ * 3 8 N —_ - s 4 et 7 ” - * » . . 4 
is — — — A . — c CET 7 Tr Res DDr 72 3 5 : 8 > 15.44 "I yy 2 : 
N * | 2 : op 8. bs; 72 S - was . . . aint, ta) Ea — j A 8 I - 
— de. L 5 A W 0 I 4 £ . 1 \ — 2 Fe os - 
> - * 8 2 < a2 p a . 


_ 


— . —— : 


— — 
- "=> 


ac 


412 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [lers 


not avoid ſaying, that in his humble judgment, the Noble Ea 
had put rather too haſty a conſtruction on the motion of his 
Noble Friend. He had ſtarted a ſort of argument for re- 
fuſing to make peace with France, certainly of a nature ſome- 
what novel. He had put the French government on the 
comparative footing with a youth brought to be examined at 
the bar; to whom it would be very natural to put a preliminary 
queſtion, and afk, if he underſtood the nature of an oath? 
The Noble Earl had ſtated, that before he treated in any way 
with the Convention, he ſhould in like manner think it ne- 
ceſfary to aſk, whether they underſtood the nature of a con- 
tract between two nations: If this doctrine were to prevail, 
his Lordſhip declared, he was at a loſs to know when the pro- 
per time for negotiation would arrive; for, granting all that 
had been ſaid about the perfidy of the Convention, were they 
to turn their attention to the ancient ſyſtem of France, they 


would find invariably, that in all its tranſactions with this 


country, when a monarchy, there was as much perfidy, and as 
little dependence to be had on its treaties, as could be ſtated 


againſt this or any Convention or Government, from the time 


of Louis XIV. down to the preſent day. He could not ſuffer 
himſelf to be perſuaded, but that a ſrmilar, if not a ſuperior 
degree of confidence, might be placed in any treaty entered into 
with the Republic of France, as with any of its late Monarchs. 
With regard to what had been ſaid on the ſubjeCt of treaties, and 
thequeſtionthathad been put, how Noble Lords could adviſe mak- 
ing a peace that would be inconſiſtent with the treaties they had 
entered into with their alltes, he would aſk what power was 
veſted in the executive government to make treaties, by which 
the privileges of that Houſe were to be entirely taken away 
and deſtroyed ? He never could hear doctrines ſo new in them- 
ſelves and ſo dangerous to the conſtitution, without expreſſing 
his marked diſapprobation of them. 
The next thing attempted to be argued, was the impoſſibility 


of treating at all with France, from the different decrees of 


the Convention at different periods and on various occaſions. 
Much uſe had been made of theſe, as well as of Barrere's Re- 
port, which he owned did not appear to his mind at all per- 
tinent to the queſtion then before the Houſe. One matter 
however he was glad to find admitted on every hand, and that 
vas, the univerſal with for peace that prevailed among all de- 
ſeriptions of people throughout the country, though ſome 
Noble Lords by their arguments ſeemed to deſpair of the poſ- 
bility of obtaining it juſt at preſent; The general concur- 
rence of opinions on the ſubject, ought however to induce 


miniſters to loſe no opportunity of procuring what * 
DE | | now 
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know to be ſo univerſally wiſhed for. With regard to the ap- 
parent difficulty of making peace, let the language lately held out 
in this country be recollected: From that language the Con- 
vention ſaw they had little reaſon. to flatter themſelves with 
the pleaſing expectation of a ſpeedy peace. We ought not 


therefore to condemn them for adopting what we ourſelyes ' 


had firſt purſued. Wild and extravagant, in his mind, would 
it be for us to continue the war till the French ſhall have eſtabliſh= 
ed a permanent form of government. It would argue a ſtil 
greater ſhare of abſurdity in thus inflicting puniſhment, and 
entailing calamities upon ourſelves, for the fake of dragooning 
them into our opinion, and preſcribing to them a form of go- 
3 congenial to our mind, but odious and offenſive to 
them. 5 . 

'T here were, the Earl ſaid, as their Lordſhips well knew, a 
variety of inſtances on record, where no ſanction had been 
given by Great Britain to the means by which power had been 
acquired, and but ſeldom to the manner in which it had been 
exerciſed. Our own miniſter at the Courts of Ruſſia and 


Pruſſia had, without remonſtrance, fuffered thoſe patentates - 


to plunder, to ſeize upon, and to enſlave Poland. We had 
felt little reluctance in.negotiating with the Emperors of Mo- 
rocco, who not unfrequently aſcended the throne by the mur- 
der of their neareſt relations. Fighting, as miniſters aſſerted 
we were, for our honour, for our liberty, for our religion, 
and for our very exiſtence as a nation, it was neceſſary to look 
beyond an alternative; we ought to ſecure our future ſafety. 


\ 


The objects of the war being attained by the French having 


retracted the obnoxious decree of the 19th of November 
1792, by their evacuating the territories of our allies, and 
finally by having diſclaimet all intention of meddling in future 
with the internal government of foreign nations, what 
could ſtand in the way of an immediate negotiation for peace? 
Be but ſincere in.our offers, and the French, he had little doubt, 
would be glad to take the opportunity of putting an end 
to a war at once ſo bloody and fo expenſive, and ſo ruinous to 
all the parties concerned. | | | 
The defpair of making peace, which ſome Noble Lords had 
ſaid they felt, at leaſt of making peace in the preſent circum- 
ſtances of the war, ſeemed to ariſe from an idea, that as long 
as the French adhered to the ſpirit of their decrees, there could 


be no chance of treating with them with any effect, or to any 
purpoſe: It might be ſo, if this could poſſibly happen; but 


he could not but believe it to be highly improbable ; nor ought 
we to ſtate thoſe declarations in a ftronger point of view, than 
the declarations: of other countries, and particularly the de- 

35 | clarations 
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elarations of this country, which he contended had frequently 
of late been ſo little adhered to, that, in many inſtances, we 
acted in direct contradiction both to the ſpirit and the letter 
of our own declarations. Unleſs Noble Lords, therefore, 
were blinded by prejudice, they muſt remember that decla- 
rations equally violent had been made on our parts, declara- 
tions as violent as the fixed and rankling animoſity of ſtateſ- 
men could ſuggeſt. Such, therefore, in that country, as well 
as in this, the Earl ſaid, he would always conſider as the de- 


clarations of individuals, more than the acts of a Parliament, 


or a Government; and he never could have believed that they 
would have been ſtated as objections to treating for peace, 
when all concurred in opinion, that peace was ſo deſirable and ſo 
neceſſary. Before he left this part of the ſubject, he begged 
leave to aſk thoſe who cried out ſo loudly againſt the decrees 
of the French Convention, to examine our own declarations 
at home, and the inſtructions given to our miniſters abroad, 
and upon which they had acted. Having done this, the queſ- 
tion would naturally reſult, as to what ſtep was to be taken. It 
would be ſaid, the difficulties at home and abroad, are con- 
feſſedly great; how then are we to remove them? He in his turn 
would aſk, What are theſe difficulties ? He believed they were 
to be found moſtly at home, and were without any ſolid 
foundation. Were we afraid, or aſhamed, aſked the Earl, 
to be the firſt to bring about, by our interference, that which 
is not only for the good of our own country, but for the ge- 
neral tranquillity and happineſs of Furope? If we were thus 
afraid and aſhamed to be the firit to ſet the example of nego- 
tiating for peace, he hoped and truſted, we would ſoon come 
to our ſenſes, and think differently. Much had been ſaid 
about the danger which threatened our laws and religion; but 
he could not fee the weight in that argument, which ſome peo- 


ple were diſpoſed to allow it. At ſo momentous a criſis, we 


ought not to let prejudices of any ſort, or exaggerations of 
the proceedings of others, fo far get the better of our judg- 
ments, as to prevent our making every effort to reſtore the 
bleſſings of peace to our country, with as little delay as poſſible. 
Our abuſe of the government of the French, and their abuſe 
of ours, were preciſely the ſame; but whilſt we were ſatirizing 
and cenſuring their governors and their conſtitution, the 
Earl ſaid, it behoved us to take care and not endanger our own 3 

we ought to beware how we hazarded that religion we ſo 


dearly prized, by the conduct we were purſuing. Their Lordſnips 


ſhould take warning in time, leſt they might not one day ſee 
introduced into Great Britain thoſe awful and dreadful ſcenes 


uv hich every man mult lament and deplore in that unfortunate 
country. 
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country. He begged leave therefore to join with the Noble Mar- 
quisinentreating and conjuring their Lordſhips to uſe every means 
in their power to [top this horrible effuſion of human blood; and 
not to ſuſfer any prejudice, any antipathy, to ſtand in the way 
of mediation. Moſt of all he conjured them to give up and 
_ abandon the idle, the viſionary, and impracticable ſcheme, of 


dictating a government to France, or interfering in the ad- 


juſtment of their internal differences. Our exertions had al- 
ready been full as great as our ſtrength or our ability would 
allow; they had made a powerful effort to ſubdue this 
proud nation; and they had found that, expenſive as it had 
been, and prodigal of blood, it had been unſucceſsful, He 


adviſed their Lordthips therefore to perſevere no longer in 


10 deſtructive a ſyſtem of politics as that in which they had 
_ embarked. The Earl concluded with declaring, that he had 
thought it his duty to ſay what he had troubled their Lordſhips 
with, and that he ſhould give his aſſent to the motion, not be- 
cauſe it tended, as ſome Noble Lords had imagined, to a viola- 
tion of our treaties with our allies, but becauſe he conſidered 
its object to be to render the way to peace practicable, and to 
remove all difficulties that ſtood in the way of a meaſure, which 


if it could be obtained with honour and ſafety, was admitted 


on all hands and by all parties to be moſt deſirable. 

The Duke of Leeds ſaid, he had never felt more anxious, than 
he had done on coming down to the Houſe that day to hear the 
motion of which the Noble Marquis had given notice, and 
the argument with which he meant to ſupport it. He had taken 
it for granted that the Noble Marquis had obtained ſome in- 
formation of importance, ſome intelligence of an extraordi- 
nary change of affairs. either abroad or at home, ſome great 
change in the French ſyſtem which had not come to his knou- 
ledge ; for having no longer the advantage of official commu- 
nications, he was obliged to take his information chiefly from 
public rumour and the public newſpapers, both of them, as 
their Lordſhips well knew, ſources of intelligence not much 
to be relied on; but as nothing from them or 2 private in- 
formation had reached him, he had felt the anxiety that he 
had deſeribed. The Duke ſaid, he had liſtened to the motion 
and to the arguments advanced to ſuſtain it, with the utmoſt 
attention. Conſidering the quarter from which they came, 
they demanded from ; Fan every degree of reſpect; reſpect 


from perſonal conſiderations and long acquaintance, and {till 


more as coming from one whoſe character as a man of great 
talents, great abilities, and great experience and wiſdom as a 
ſtateſman, ſtood high in the general eſtimation of mankind, 


He was ſorry however to declare himſelf much 2 
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and not a little ſurpriſed, at being obliged to confeſs that he 
had heard nothing new from the Noble Marquis, nothing 


that might not have been collected from the common reports 


of the day, nothing that afforded the pleaſing hope of peace 

being more practicable, than it had appeared to their Lord- 

ſhips, when the ſubject had been laſt brought under their con- 
ſideration. Perhaps therefore the moſt proper anfwer to the 

motion of the Noble Marquis would be, to move to have the 

addreſs of the Houſe to his Majeſty on his moſt gracious 

ſpeech from the throne on the firſt day of the Seſſion read; 

and if a further anſwer were required, to move to have the de- 

ciſion of the Houſe read, upon the motion of a Noble Earl 

to requeſt his Majeſty to give directions that the French Re- 

public be recognized. With regard to the motion itſelf, far 

was it from his intention, the Duke ſaid, to inſinuate a doubt 

that it had not proceeded from the moſt proper motives, from 

motives founded in a fincere and anxious wiſh at a critical 
conjuncture to contribute to the eflential ſervice of the country, 
but he really could not help objecting to the time in which 
it had been made and the grounds on which it had been relt- 
ed; the latter appeared to him to be impraQtcable, and the 
former improperly choſen. - 

His Grace declared that he did not mean to enter into any 
thing like a diſcuſſion of the origin, or deſcription of the 
conduct and events of the war; the whole had been fully diſ- 
cuſſed on the firſt day of the Seſſion, and on the Noble Earl's 
motion to which he had alluded ; but he conſidered the motives 
of it to be purely defenſive ; and viewing it in that light, as 
well as from the ſanction already given to it by Parliament, he 


ſaw no neceſſity why we ſhould be particularly ſcrupulous to 


inguire into the preciſe objects of it. It was a meaſure dic- 
tated by dire neceffity. He had always conſidered the French 
ſyſtem as an infamous conſpiracy againſt the conſtitution, the 
liberties, the laws, and the religion of every eſtabliſhed govern- 
ment, and as ſuch it afforded in his mind very ſufficient and 
very ſtrong ground for every friend to all that made civil ſo- 
ciety valuable to reſiſt ſo pernicious a ſyſtem. With regard 
to peace, he made no heſitation to declare, that nothing ſhort 
of a complete diſavowal and abandonment of that fyſtem, on 
their part, could ever induce us to treat with them; and even 
in that caſe, the Duke ſaid, he was doubtful if we could do 
it with any fort of ſecurity. Holding aud avowing theſe opi- 
nions, he thought that it would be mean and daſtardly to re- 
commend peace at this immediate juncture, conſidering the 
circumſtances in which this country ſtood. + The Noble Mar- 


quis, with his uſual ability, had taken a large and wide - | 
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ſurvey of tlie ſituations, ;connexions, and intereſts af the dif- 
ferent-powers of Europe. The Noble Marquis had treated 
that part of his argument with great knowledge, and great 
ability; but one thing had fallen from the Noble Marquis 
which afforded him no ſmall ſhare of ſatisfaction. He was 
happy to ſind that at length the Noble Marquis was willing to 
admit that Oczakow was of no ſmall importance to Ruſſia; 
on that ſubje& he would ſay no more. His Grace ſaid, he 
recollected when he had the honour of being in the cabinet, 
uhen the war about to take place with Ruſſia was under diſ- 
cuſſion, he had been honoured with the favour of a hint from 
the Noble Marquis, ræſpecting the manner in which, as Se- 
cretary of State, he ought to conſider and to treat that great 
'Princeſs the Empreſs of Ruſſia. He had at the moment felt 
himſelf highly. obliged by 22 and had endeavoured 
to proſit by it. He believed, if his correſpondence with the 
Court of Peterſburgh were to be examined, it would be found 
to be carried. on. in proper diplomatic language; at leaſt, of 
this he could aſſure the Noble Marquis, he had not called the 
Empreſs a-Coloffhs. [Lord Lanſdown ſaid (in an under tone), 
« meant a Colaſal Power; : I applied the epithet to the 
power, not the perſon of the Empreis.“] 1 
The Duke congratulated the Houſe on the appearance of a 
Noble Duke (Grafton) that night, after ſo long a retirement 
from public buſineſs, becauſe he believed, as the Noble Duke 
had ſtated, that a conſcientious ſenſe of his duty was the only 
motive that could have brought him forward. But one re- 
mark had been made by his Grace, which he could not let paſs 
entirely -unyoticed : The Noble Duke much condemned the 
repeated miſconduct of his Majeſty's minifters for years paſt, 
conſidering their.negligence as the aſeribeable cauſe of the war 
and its conſequences. His Grace had aid, that miniſters 
ihould have early conciliated the affections. of France in the 
commencement ;z „ but, my Lords (declared the Duke), to 
my knowledge, at the revolution in the French government, 
ſomething ſo ſerious happened to the good faith of alliance, 
that his Majeſty's ſervants, through the medium of the re- 
ident miniſter at Paris, ere obliged to remonſtrate firmly, 
in order to check and prevent the moſt infamous conſpiracy 
that perhaps ever was formed. We all know too the eonduct 
of Monſieur Chauvelin. There, perhaps, never was an in- 
ſtance of a. man, who was ſent from one court to another 


under the character of an ambaſſador, who made himſelf ſo 


obnoxious by his conduet, or dared to behave in fo improper 
manner.“ The treatment of Monſieur Chauvelin had been 

'nch as he deſerved. His intrigues, his inſolent behaviour, 
Vol l. 3 G = were 
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were inſufferable. He continued this ſhameful behaviour, 


till Government aſſumed the dignified tone that his conduct ſo 


Joudly called for, and ordered him immediately to quit the 
country. In fact, his Grace ſaid, miniſters had done every 
thing that, under tlie circumſtances of the caſe, could have 
been expected of them, to avert the war, and preſerve peace; 
and he did not ſay this becauſe the miniſters were his perſonal 
friends, but this teſtimony on the ſubject was due to admini- 
ſtration, let who would have been the King's ſervants. | 

The Duke followed what he had ſaid reſpecting Chauvelin, 
with ſome general but pointed obſervations on the conduct 


and decrees of the French Convention reſpecting this country. | 


He reminded their Lordſhips of the variety of difficulties the 
different oracles of that aſſembly had artfully thrown in the 
way of negotiation ſor peace with Great Britain, and read 
them a ſhort extract, or paragraph, from a French paper, 
which, his Grace faid, had only come to his hand that day, 
but which emphatically declared, that before they would treat 
with enemies they muſt evacuate their territories. The Duke 
concluded with obſerving, that it was impoſſible to expect 
peace from thoſe perſons, the duration of whoſe power 
muſt depend on the continuance of that ſyſtem of internal 
anarchy, and external warfare, from whence the war ori- 
inated. | | | SSCL, 9501; - 
Lord Sydney ſaid, he ſeldom troubled their Lordſhips, and 
had not meant to ſay a word that day, but it was impoſſible 
that he could fit filent after what he had heard reſpecting the 
infamous year 1711. The Houſe, however, was ſo exceed- 
ingly warm, that it would be impoſſible for him to intrude 
long upon their patience. His Lordſhip objected to the mo- 
tion, becauſe it tended to declare our inability to carry on the 
war, to expreſs our diſtruſt of our allies, and to charge our- 
ſelves with injuſtice, Theſe were the obvious ends and aim 
of the motion. The Noble Marquis had ſaid; that the Duke 
of Marlborough had acknowledged the French frontier to be 
impregnable; but was it forgotten, that the Duke of Marl- 
borough was beſieging Bouchaine at the time he was ſo infa- 
 mouſlly recalled ? Difgraceful as the meaſure of recalling our 
troops in 1711, from under the command of Prince Eugene, 
was, it was not half ſo diſgraceful, as that now propoſed. 
He owned he ſaid this warmly, . becauſe it was impol- 
ſible for him to forget thoſe honeſt prejudices of education 
which he had imbibed in his youth, and talk with calmnels on 
ſuch a ſubject. Whatever apology might be made for the 


conduct of the French, becauſe it was fimilar to that of 
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Louis XIV, he would as eagerly and as firmly have a&ed 
againſt that Prince, had he adopted a ſimilar courſe of cruelty _ 
and injuſtice. His Lordſhip ſaid, he would not enter into a 
long detail of all their villanies or depredations: He would 
juſt mention their attack upon Savoy, upon Auſtria, upon 
the King of Sardinia, for no other reaſon, than becauſe he : 
had a few paltry redoubts that ſtood in the way of their plun- 
dering incurſions into the adjacent countries. 
The conduct of the French towards Geneva was unjuſt, !' 
unfeeling, and oppreſſive: For they had rendered it an epi- 
tome of Paris. It is true, they did not ſucceed in eſtablith= 
ing their government, or, more properly ſpeaking, in deſtroy- 
ing all the government that exiſted there, but they ſent into 
their ſtate a banditti of ruffians, at the head of whom was 
citizen Rotondo. This infamous wretch, inſtructed no doubt 
in the bad purpoſes of his commiſſion, and fu ly bent on exe- 
cuting them to their utmoſt extent, was conſtantly reviling 
all legal and royal authority; and, among other topics of 
abuſe, had mentioned the name of our Sovereign with the 
molt ſcandaloug diſreſpect. One day, when at table, Rotondo 
was more than uſually abuſive, and in mentioning his Ma- 
jeſty, wiſhed that the ſame fate might await him as the un- 
happy Monarch recently guillotined had ſuffered. - This in- 
ſolence was juſtly and ſpiritedly repreſſed by a young Iriſh 
gentleman, whoſe name was Hobſon, and who inſtantly 
knocked him down, Upon this citizen Rotondo was obliged 
to leave the country, and he had ſince met the death he de- 
ſerved. No man, ts Lordſhip faid, could doubt that peace 
was preferable to war; but ought we to prefer an unſafe and 
2 precarious peace, when we had reaſonable hopes to be able, 
in conjunction with our allies, to compel one that ſhall pro- 
miſe to be permanent and ſecure? In war we were already 
engaged, and the general ſenſe of the people was in favour of 
it; he had no doubt, therefore, that the country, from the 
Juſtice and neceſſity of the motives, would ſupport it. His 
Lordſhip took notice of what the Noble Marquis had ſaid re- 
lative to the ſuſpicions that we had been inſtrumental in ſtimu- 
lating the Indians to make war againſt the Americans. Such 
a matter was too ſerious in itſelf to be merely hinted at in a 
looſe way; it ought either to have been made a matter of 
charge, or direct accuſation, or not to have been touched upon 
at all. With regard to the fact inſinuated, his Lordſhip 
ſaid, he had too good an opinion of his Majeſty's miniſters to 
believe them capable of conduct ſo devoid of prudence, hu- 
manity, and policy, and he had every reaſon to believe that 
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the charge had not the ſlighteſt foundation, either in fact or 
intention. a 1 

His Lordſhip added a few other general obſervations, and 
concluded with declaring, that he would not act fo incon- 
ſiſtently with himſelf, as to vote in favour of the motion, 
after having ſo recently voted mu a propoſition of a ſimilar 
tendency, and in ſupport of the Addreſs to his Majeſty in 
anſwer to his Majeſty's moſt gracious Speech from the 
Throne. | | 

Lord Hay (Earl of Kinnoul) ſaid, he would trouble the Houſe 
but with very few words. He owned he had been ſomewhat 
ſurpriſed when notice of the motion was given, but he was 
much more ſurpriſed on finding that nothing new ſhould be 
advanced. He had not heard one argument which could in- 
duce him to alter the opinion he had formed on the queſtion 
which Parliament had decided on a former night, or afford him 
reaſon to change the ſentiments that he had ftated laſt year 
reſpecting the conduct of France, and what ought to be the 
conduct of this country. He was for proſecuting the war, as 
a meaſure altogether wiſe and unavoidable. His Lordſhip 
ſaid, he approved of Lord Hood's Declaration at Toulon, and 
could not agree with the Noble Marquis, when he ſaid, that 
this country might be of great ſervice to the Weſt India 
Iſlands, but that they could never be of ſervice to Great 
Britain, He entertained a very different opinion. In reply to 
what had been ſaid of the preſſure of taxes, and the melan- 
choly effects that the war had already produced, his Lordſhip 
ſaid, he ſaw no reaſon to deſpair. The Budget of the 
pear 1794 was a pretty ſtrong proof that our revenue, not- 
withſtanding the war was ſo expenſive, was in a very flourith- 
ing condition. On that ground therefore, as well as on va- 
rious others, he thought a vigorous proſecution of the war 
the only meaſure ſound policy could at preſent warrant, and 
for that reaſon he ſhould give his vote againſt the motion. 

The Earl of Lauderdale ſaid, late as the hour was; he ſhould 
feel it his duty to ſtate his ſentiments, but he would endea- 
vour to compreſs them as much as poſſible. In the courſe of 
the debate, ſome Noble Lords had aſſerted, that the motion of 
his Noble Friend was of the ſame tendency with that brought 
forward by a Noble Earl (Stanhope) on a former night. He 
muſt beg leave to differ from this opinion, and to 'contend 
that the two motions were widely different. Any Noble 
Lord, who would give himſclf the trouble to reflect a mo- 
ment, muſt difcover the difference. A Noble Eart had af- 
ſerted, that the ſpeech of the Noble Marquis contained no ning 
2 novel; 
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novel; for his part, he could difcover both novelty and argu- 
ment in it; the poverty of his imagination would therefore 
oblige him to take up ſome of the ſame arguments, although 
he deſpaired of being able to enforce them ſo ftrongly. He 
and his friends roſe in that Houſe under comfortable circum- 


ſtances : They were calumniated in the public opinion as Ja- 


cobins, when their object avowedly was the ſupport of the li- 
berties of their country. -He came forward in Parliament as 
an Engliſhman in defence of his rights; but he was unjuſtly 
upbraided with the epithet of a dangerous republican and a 
leveller. Let thoſe who thought differently from him, how- 
ever, aſperſe him as much as they pleaſed, the fame aſperſions 
could not be thrown out againſt a Noble Duke, who had that 
night come forward in ſo able, fo manly, and io honourable a 
manner, after a long retirement from every ſort of buſineſs, 
prompted folely by his conſcientious opinion that the country 
was in danger from the ſyſtem which miniſters had for 
ſome time been purſuing, and from their miſconduct; 
the manner af the noble Duke's having come forward was 
a great and fohd conſolation for the country. Since no im- 
proper motives could poſſibly be aſcribed to the Noble Duke, 


party ſpirit had not brought him there; nor was he connected 


with any party; too old to appear before their Lordfhips ac- 
tuated by the wiſh of graſping popularity, he could not be 


dazzled by the glare of fancied glory; nor by a deſire of 


office, by a wiſh for power: He came forward, with a manly 
dignity, to give additional ſupport to the cauſe of humanity, 
and, with the zealous intereſt of his country imprinted on his 
heart, he faithfully diſcharged the duty of a valuable citizen 
and a true patriot. Though the minority was ſmall, he truſted 
the ſpirit that actuated them would not abate, and he had no 
doubt but that their numbers would increaſe as it did in the 
inſtance of the American war, and be crowned with the ſame 
ſucceſs, fince it was their duty to do their utmoſt to put an end 
to a conteſt carried on with an unexampled degree of antipathy, 
animoſity, and ferocity. Every man who has read the hiſtory 
of mankind, will find it difficult to diſcover a people who have 
been perfecuted with the ſame degree of antipathy and ani- 
moſityz humanity ſhudders at the detail, and our feelings are 
inadequate to the painful tatk of reflection. It had been aſked, 
what loſſes we had ſuſtained ? The anſwer to ſuch a queſtion 
was ſimple, without entering into a detail of many particulars. 
The war had involved the country in a complicated diſtreſs, 
there was ſcarcely an individual who had not ſuſtained ſome 
injury. Every one who had property in the funds had —_— 
5 5 O 


went 
3 


4 er * 
cp 22 7 : 


D I CO 1 $44 6 * — 
N : q * ) * 7 3 2 « 
i V £4 oe 4 oro op Ie Breet 2) x .. 2 n — * 
n 2 5 5 ; < ern $2 3 
n 


- „ 7 
WARD ect apy Ve cn 
*+ EE. He 


$ Big a NR Kc. > 


Os Is 


I" 


. 1 
3 2 4 ONS 


2 as ns . 
2 8 
s — 
+ * weak 2 2 
A , : 
* — _ 


pe YG 
+ 5-1 RE 


422 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS: I Loss. 


loſt one-fourth part of it, amounting at leaſt to fifty millions; 


and if thoſe who poſſeſs landed property were to make a fair 


calculation, they would find their lots ro be proportionate. 


There was beſides an additional burden of taxes to an enor- 
mous amount every year, beſtdes an increaſing finking fund, 
and an interruption put to that ſyſtem of paying off the na- 


tional debt, which, had we not engaged in this unhappy war, 


all the powers in Europe could not have effected. Our trade, 


and every branch of our commerce and markets, had ſuffered 


to a great extent. All- this, and many other lofles had we 
ſuſtained. Look to the other fide of the queſtion, and ſee what 
had we got, or what we were likely to get by a continuance of 
the war? Would any honeſt, impartial man, look back to the 
laſt campaign, and ſay that there had been a ſingle action, 
the remembrance of which was honourable, could afford a 
pleaſurable feeling to an Englithman, or warm his breaſt with 
pride upon refſecting on the conduct of his country, or gratify 
poſterity in the contemplation ? In fact, ſaid his Lordſhip, 
miniſters miſtook the intereſt of their country when they 
plunged into the war; they conſulted neither its honour nor 
its advantage: Had they perſevered in a dignified neutrality, 
the wealth of Europe would have flown into this iſland; 
we ſhould have profited from the animoſity of our neigh- 
bours ; we ſhould have gained a noble harveſt, and we ſhould 
have ſaved our honour. 55 5 | 
With regard to the apprehenſions and alarms about the con- 
ſtitution being in danger, he owned, he had no fears of that 
ſort, being fully ſenſible that the bleihngs we enjoy under it 
are ſo ſtrongly impreſſed on the minds of all men in this coun- 
try, that it is equally ſafe whether in peace or war. Among 
other ſtrange modes of argument reſorted to at this time, one 
of the moſt favourite of them was, that our conſtitution was 
in the ſame danger from the French prineiples, that their 
former government had tolerated; but this could not ſeriouſly 
be liſtened to for a moment ; every body knew that there was 
not the ſmalleſt ſimilarity between the old government of 
France and the conſtitution of England, nor could any com- 
pariſon be fairly drawn between the two countries, What 
had been the ſituation of the wretched inhabitants of France 
previous to the revolution? The purſe-proud nobility op- 
preſſed the wretched peaſantry, and loaded them with taxes 
the moſt ſevere; the clergy and nobility lived in luxury, whilſt 
the miſerable poor lingered out an exiſtence: But if the Noble 
Earl would turn his eyes around him in this country, let him 


ſce the happy tenantry of Great Britain, and then he mult be 
7 forced 
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the King 
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forced to confeſs, that he could not diſcover the ſame ground 
for diſcontent; and to admit that whilſt the people are happy, 
the conſtitution will be permanent. | . 

His Lordſhip ridiculed the ideas of thoſe Noble Lords who 
argued that we could not treat with France, without riſking 
our happy conſtitution againſt their principles; and deſired to 
aſk them, whether they really believed and wiſhed they ſhould 
be able to effect that by bloodſhed which they cannot do with- 
out ? If they did, they were much and miſerably miſtaken. 
He recapitulated all the dangers and diſtrefles that were ap- 
prehended as likely to be brought on by treating with France 
for a peace; and contended that no ſuch conſequences could 
poſſibly follow from the adoption of his Noble Friend's mo- 
tion. He argued to refute all the objections made on the 
impracticability of treating; and contended that if theſe were 
well founded, it was impoſſible: to ſay when peace was likely 
to be reſtored. i 4 

Miniſters, his Lordſhip ſaid, ſeem determined to truſt no 
government; hut when they adviſe perſeverance till the go- 
vernment of Txance. was altered, why do they not remind 
them of the loſſes of their merchants, and of the deſtruction 


of their commerce? His Noble Friends never mentioned the 


loſſes of the campaign; but miniſters trumpeted forth, that 


= 


they were fighting for their conſtitution, for their ALL. The 
Noble Marquis and he had property in the country. Did the 
Noble Lord, therefore, ſuppoſe that if property, or religion, were 
in any danger, the Noble Marquis would be the laſt man to 
introduce any motion; or even if he did, his Lordſhip would 
be the laſt man to ſupport him in ſuch a motion. With re- 
gard to the impracticability of treating on account of our alli- 
ances, the Earl ſaid he was ſurpriſed ſuch arguments were 
uſed at all; had we lield that doctrine in our late diſpute with 
Ruſſia, we muſt have been at war; and if it was one of our 
articles of treaty not to make peace till the Republic of France 
was overturned, ſome of our allies could not go with us in 
that treaty,» - | 3 ; 

His Noble Friend the Marquis, the Earl obſerved, had 
ſpoken ſo much at large of our allies, that he had left little 
indeed for him to ſay an that ſubject. He wiſhed to be al- 
lowed, however, to make 2 few remarks with regard to Hol- 
land. Holland, it was well known, wiſhed no alteration in 
the French government: She cared not to eſtabliſh monarchy. 
© Let the barrier be fecure (ſaid this Republic), and we care 
not what's your government.” But that was not language 
pleaſing to the ear of the Engliſh miniſter. With regard to 
the King of Pruſſia, the ſentiments of that Monarch were 3 

| | we 
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well known; it was known alſo what induced him to per- 
ſevere; and that little would prevent his continuing in the 
alliance. The conduct of Spain, for the laſt three months, 
ſhewed clearly that ſhe could not; ſhe had even had a mi- 
niſter in France fince the Republic was declared. Whoever 
had carefully read the Spaniſh Memorial, muſt know tlie hiſ- 
tory of that monarchy well, and the degree of confidence 
that could ſafely be repoſed in it. Whether that Court will 
or will not now object to a treaty with France, muſt be known 
to all ſuch as he had alluded to. In brief, it was his opinion 
that all the weaker powers of Europe 1n the courſe of the war 
muſt be ſubſidized. What then was the object for which we 
continued this deſtructive conteſt ? To give a government to 
France, tranquillity to Europe. By the declaration of Sir 
Gilbert Elliot, they were to perſevere in hoſtilities until they 
placed Louis the XVIIth on the throne, a pretty probable 
means of reſtoring peace and tranquillity He deſired their 
Lordſhips to read the decrees of the old deſpotiſm of France 
in the days of monarchy, and ſee if they did, not there diſ- 
cover greater efforts to diſturb Europe. Lettthem recollect 
the fatal American war, and remember how bufy France was 
till ſhe declared herſelf, and was in open rupture. Let 
them alſo recollect the intrigues of the old government, with 
reſpect to the affair of Amſterdam; and yet they were told 
that they could place mo reliance but on a monarchical form 
of government, which is the government that had given us ſo 
many proofs of that intriguing diſpoſition which Was o. ſo 
toudly condemned. He adviſed their Lordſhips no longer to 
be the dupes of their fears; America had received more ſub- 
ſtantial provocation from France than we had, yet ſhe de- 


clined hoſtilities. They ought, therefore, to proſit by Ame- | 


'rican wiſdom : General Waſhington would defend his conſti- 
tution; he would not expend and exhauſt the national money; 
he would not wanton away the lives of his fellow- citizens. 
General Waſhington had adopted a line of conduct which 
England ſhould have purſued. Their Lordſhips would lament 
their folly when it would be too late for repentance. Ame- 
rien already has taken away a great deal of neutral trade, and 
injured the commerce of England; His Lordſhip ſaid, what 
had ſallen from his Noble Friend who made the motion re- 
ſipedting America, deſerved their Lordſhips moſt ſerious no- 
tice; it depended not on ſlight authority, but Was foundeſfl on 
wel authenticated facts, with whieh miniſters, ſuppofing thc 
facts to be true, ought not to be unacquainted. With regard 
to thoſe who had maintained that treating with France for a 
ſeparate peuce would be a breach of national faith pledged io 
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dur allies, and violation of the different treaties which the ex- 
ecutive government had entered into with foreign powers, his 
Lordſhip begged leave to ſay, that no treaty ought to have 
veen made by which this country was prevented from makin 
_ a ſeparate peace, when her intereſts required it. The privi- 
leges of Parliament would be annihilated, indeed; and we 
ſhould be acting, not on Britiſh principles, but on principles 
truly Pruſſian and German, if ever we allowed miniſters to 
make treaties which bound the Parliament and the people of 
this country not to have peace till the wild, romantic, and im- 
practicable views of thoſe who entered into ſuch treaties were 
ro gratified. Lord Lauderdale concluded a long and im- 
paſſioned ſpeech, with ſome obſervations on the inconſiſtency 
of our conduct, in employing Lord Auckland to treat with 
Dumourier, as an agent of France, about the 23d of January 
17933 the time when we had peremptorily refuſed to treat ot 
negotiate at all with the French Government. | | 
The Earl of Carliſle ſaid, he did not riſe to treſpaſs on their 
Lordſhips' patignce at that late hour of the night with a long 
ſpeech; but h&thought the agitation of ſuch a motion in ſo ori- 
tical a moment, and the arguments advanced againſt its adop- 
tion, might make a falſe and injurious impreſſion without 
doors, and induce the Public to ſuppoſe that it was the 
general ſentiment of that Houſe of Parliament, that peace was 
not, in the opinion of their Lordſhips, a matter extremely to 
be deſired. He roſe, therefore, with a view to avert ſo miſ- 
chievous a miſconception from going abroad, and to ſtate, 
that although, in common with moſt of their Lordfhips, he 
ſhould give his vote againſt the motion, the true ground of his 
objecting to treat was, that the proper time for treating was 
not yet come. Let their Lordſhips conſider what the effect of 
voting ſuch a motion would be on the other fide of the water. 
Our enemies would believe, that we were unable to. proſecute 
the war, and rife in their demands whenever we. ſhould think 
it prudent and ſafe to open a negotiation for peace, and at 
home it would weaken the public cauſe, by diſheartening the 
_ people, and giving them to imagine that their Lordfhips de- 
ipaired of reaping any advantages from the proſecution of the 
war, adequate to the temporary injury our commerce neceffa- 
rily and unavoidably fuſtained by it, and ye pre the war, 
as long as it laſted, could not but occaſion. It could not be 
pretended that the war had been unproductive of advantage. 
The advantage of driving the French back from Holland and 
the Auſtrian Netherlands was great; the advantage of driving 
them out of India was alſo great; but more important than all 
the reſt was, in his opinion, the advantage of cutting off alt 
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communication with France at the time when war was de- 
clared; a circumſtance of the ntmoſt importance to the inter- 
nal tranquillity of this country, and which nothing but war 
could have ſo completely effected. The preventing the circula- 
tion of thoſe pernicious principles which had already devaſtated 
France, and thereby keeping the miſchief at a diſtance, en- 
abled the good ſenſe of this country to arouſe itſelf, and by 
calmly viewing, learned toeſtimate, its pernicious conſequences. 
That circumſtance alone, if unaccompanied by any other fa- 
vourable event, would, to his mind, be a full remuneration for 
the difficulties and burdens, which, however neceſſary, it had 
impoſed upon us. On the other hand, if we had forborne to 
enter into the conteſt, we muſt have ſuffered the French to 
carry on, undiſturbed, their ſyſtem of aggrandizement and 
conqueſt, until we ſhould in the end be reduced to the miſe- 
rable neceſſity of throwing ourſelves on their gratitude for 
our having permitted them to extend their conqueſts over the 
reſt of Europe. | | | 


Lord Grenville declared, that at any hour, however late, he 


thought it his indiſpenſable duty to avow his ſentiments on ſo 
important a ſubject openly and unreſervedly. His Lordſhip 
then went into a moſt comprehenſive view of all the argu- 
ments urged by the Noble Marquis who had brought forward 
the queſtion, and of thoſe Noble Lords who had ſupported it, 
oppoſing argument to argument, and contending with great 
eloquence, great earneſtneſs, and great ability, that the motion 
Was ill-timed, inexpedient, and impracticable. He reaſoned, 
however, with a degree of rapidity, that almoſt ſet report at 


defiance ; we cannct pretend therefore to be able to do juſtice | 


to his Lordſhip's ſpeech, but have merely endeavoured to pre- 
ſent the reader with thoſe parts of it, which were to us the moſt 
impreſſive. Lord Grenville ſaid, he thanked the Noble Marquis 
for bringing forward the motion, becauſe whatever the real 
object of it might be, and whatever the real intention of the 
Noble Marquis in making it, he felt great pleaſure in refteCting, 


that it would at leaſt have one happy effect, namely, that of 


confirming and impreſſing more deeply on the minds of that 
Houſe, on the minds of the whole Parliament, and on the 
minds of the People at large, the true, legitimate, and funda- 
mental principles of the war ; and of eren ts, them, by re- 
iterated diſcuſſion of the ſame points, how much they had at 
ſake in the event of it, and how neceſſary it was to proſecute 


it with their whole united ſtrength. The more frequently the 


ſubject was diſcuſſed and debated, the better would it be un- 
deritood, the more completely would the motives and the ne- 


ceſſity of it be felt and admitted, and the higher woe the 
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ſpirit of the people riſe in its ſupport. Impreſſed with theſe 
ideas, he would enter into the primary cauſes of the war; 
and, to uſe the very emphatical words of His Majeſty's Speech, 
entreat their Lordſhips to keep the origin of it in their minds. 
He believed, however, that there were but few who then 
heard him, that were not convinced that it was a war, on the 
ſucceſs of which the exiſtence of every thing that was dear to 
individuals, every thing that was eſtimable to ſociety depended, 
&« I repeat, and repeat it again (ſaid his Lordſhip), if ever awar 
was juſtly undertaken by us, the preſent is that war. It is of a 


nature different from that of any other that ever was carried on. 


If French principles are to be ingraſted on the Britiſh conſti- 
rution, it neceffarily follows that French principles are to 
be the model of your example ; and what French principles 
lead to, every Engliſhman in any degree informed of what hap- 

ened and was daily paſſing in a neighbouring country, knew 
but too well. Our laws, our liberties, our religion, and our 
conſtitution, muſt fall, if French principles were adopted. Men 
of the firſt property, and moſt exalted rank, would be thoſe 
whoſe rank and property would fall firſt, and whoſe property 
would go the ſooneft: The Noble Marquis and the Noble Duke, 


with the day-labourer and petty ſhop-keeper, would all be le- 


yelled in one maſs.” He was aſtoniſhed to ſee two ſuch men 
as the Noble Marquis and the Noble Duke, who had both 
held the higheſt ſituations in this country, the one a perfon of 
_ extenſive landed pofſeſhons, the other deriving great advantage 
from family grants, come forward, and propoſe a negotiation, 
without adyancing one argument, or ſtating any one ground, 
on which a peace could be brought about with ſecurity. Nor 
had they even ſtated what that information was, which gave 
them hopes of ſucceſs, and encouraged them to expect, that, 
after the Houſe had ſo lately carried up an Addreſs to the 
Throne, thanking his Majeſty for his moſt gracious Speech on 
the opening of the Seſhon, and expreſſing their full concur- 
rence in every ſentiment it contained, and after they had fince 
given their moſt decided negative to the propoſition brought 
forward by his Noble Relation, with a view to the recognition 
of the French Republic, the Houſe would ſuddenly change 
its opinion, depart from its conſiſtency, and adopt a motion 
avowing principles , feelings, and opinions directly the reverſe 
of what they in ſo marked a manner had in two recent in- 
ſtances avowed to be their principles, their feelings, and their 
opinions. Here, Lord Grenville ſaid, he might reſt the whole 
merits of the argument in iſſue, but that he was anxious to 
meet the fulleſt diſcuſhon on ſuch a queſtion as that before 
their Lordſhips. He would therefore ſhew, what perhaps it 
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better became thoſe who brought forward the motion to have 
ſtated, viz. that ſomething new had happened within the ſhort 
period of three wecks, ſince the Addreſs was carried up in 
reply to his Majeſty's moſt gracious Speech. Circumſtances 
had ariſen which he could not read without ſeeing that their 
Lordſhips were more ſtrongly bound than ever to adhere to 
the fentiments they had expreiled in their Addreſs to his Ma- 
jeſty, and that they were called upon to do ſo, by conſidera- 
tions beyond the ordinary motives of prudence, by regard to 
our very exiſtence as an independent nation. The circum- 
ſtances were uot violent ſpeeches delivered in clubs, but deli- 
berate and public declarations of thoſe who exerciſed whatever 
might be called by the name of government in France, and 
ſhewed that they bad abated nothing of their atrocious defigns 
againſt the principles of civilized ſociety in general, and the 
welfare of this country in particular. It it could for a mo- 
ment be imagined, which he would ſuppoſe, for the ſake of ar- 
gument, to be expedient or wile, who would be fit negoti- 
ators? Would either of the Noble Perſonages degrade them- 
ſelves ſo much as to be the bearers of a propoſition for peace? 
Or will the Noble Marquis, or the Noble Duke, venture to 
aſſert, that there exiſts a man in France who has the power to 
treat with them ? This queſtion has been aſked again and 
again, and his Lordſhip ſaid he had never yet heard of the man 
who could give him an anſwer to it. A Noble Lord had 
deſired to know, and had challenged thoſe who were advocates 
for the war to declare, whether they could, in any two words, 
expreſs the objects they had in view? This challenge he was 
willing to accept—Nay, he would go farther, and in one word 
tell their Lordſhips the objet—lt was Security. | 
The war, in his Lordſhip's opinion, was purely defenſive; we 
had no option but to defend ourſelves z and our Allies ſtood 
upon the ſame ground with us preciſely, for they had been me- 
naced, and ſcarcely fooner menaced than attacked ; and the 


fame {pirit of aggreſſion had been meniſeſted towards us, as 


far as circumſtances would allow. A Noble Duke (Grafton)had 
hinted that at a time this war might have been avoided 3 and 
had alluded to the proſpect of a long peace held out by mini- 
ſters in 1792; and he alſo added, that he had for ſome years 
retired into private life. This was perhaps the only good rea- 
ſon that could be aſſigned why the Noble Duke appeared to be 
ſo ill informed of the topics to which he had alluded. Every 


thing that was poſſible had been done to avoid the preſent 


war; and ſo far from our having acted an unfriendly part to- 
wards France, the fact undeniably was, that our conduct had 


been of a very oppolite tendency, as had been ſo bandiome'y 
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ſtated by the other Noble Duke, his Noble Friend. Out of re- 
gard to Louis the Sixteenth, the Emperor had ſhewn a ſimilar 
forbearance; and, indeed, more than moſt Powers, ſo con- 
nected by relationſhip, would have done, with the hope that 
hoſtilities would be prevented. But as a party in the Con- 
vention, the moſt malignant in deſign, and the moſt deſperate 
in execution, that ever difgraced or ruined any country, ſaw 
that if the King's miniſters were able to preſerve peace, th 
might be able to render reſpected, and in ſome degree eſtabliſh 
the royal authority, by outrage and violence compelled him to 
change his miniſters, and, in the words of Briffot, “ provoked 
a war with Germany, for the purpoſe of overturning the mo- 
narchy of France.” | | 
In the courſe of the debate, the Noble Duke had adverted 
to the ſpeech of a Right Hon. Friend of his (Mr. Pitt) deli- 
vered in the other Houſe in the year 1792, in which he had 
congratulated the nation on the then probable proſpect of a 
laiting and advantageous peace. Had his Right Honourable 
Friend gone even 1o far as to ſpeak with that degree of cer- 
tainty {tated by the Noble Duke, allowance might, he ex- 
pected, have been made for laudable zeal, and the frailty in- 
ſeparable from human opinions and ſentiments. That mat- 
ter, however, was totally irrelevant to the ſubject in diſcuſ- 
fion : For would any man preſume to compare the ſtate of Eu- 
rope in the year 1792, to its ſituation when the war began? 
There was at that time (1792) ſomething like a Government 
in France. His Majeſty's miniſters at that time entertained 
a hope that all extremities between this country and France 
might have been avoided by ſuch a compromiſe as would have 
afforded mutual ſecurity and ſatisfaction to both countries. 
Was it any impeachment of their wiſdom that they did not 
foreſee the events which enſued ſoon after the commence- 
ment of that year; events beyond all power of prediction 
events of ſuch a nature as almoſt to ſurpaſs imagination itſelf ? 
The amiable Monarch, who afterwards fell a victim to a fac- 
tion of regicides, was then in being, and had ſome little power, 
at leaſt ſome little ſhew of power; and the ſcanty authorityleft 
him was made uſe of to compole the tumultuous and hoſtile 
diſpoſitions of thoſe who had uſurped the government in that 
country, and to avert the menaced hoſtility of the ſurrounding 
nations. At his ſolicitation, the molt friendly conduct was 
purſued by the Government of this country, as he had before 
 itated ; and ſtrong hopes were entertained by thoſe in his 
NMajeſty's councils, that this amicable diſpoſition would have 
met with no interruption z but the party to whom he had al- 


:uded, had ſelected their object, which they were reſolved 
| | 5 | | at 
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at all hazards to purſue, in order to bring about their private 
ends, and eſtabliſh a republican government. 

It had been ſaid, that the Government of Great Britain had 
afted wrong, in not having, in the fir{t inſtance, joined France 
againſt Auſtria, and fo ſecure the friend{hip of that nation. 
But would that have averted the calamitics of war? or would 
their Lordſhips think that e ought to have joined our arms to 
thoſe of a people who had tarniſhed the name of manhood 
with their enormities, and who, ſooner or later, would draw 
down on their arms the judgment of an avenging Deity, by 
their unparalleled tyranny, injuſtice, bloodſhed, and matl- 
facre ? | | | 

Much had been ſaid of the manner in which Monſ. Chau- 
velin had been treated. M. Chauvelin, while in this country, 
and other emiſſaries acting under him, as his Noble Friend, 
the Noble Duke, had truly ſtated, left no means of ſeduction 
or corruption untried to effect the purpoſes, which thofe who 
ſent him, wiſhed to accompliſh in every country. Was he, 
therefore, entitled to peculiar reſpect? So far from it, his 
Lordſhip ſaid, the conduct of ' Government towards M. Chau- 
velin was too mild, at the time that it was known, from un- 
- doubted authority, that he and others of his countrymen were 
employing every art and intrigue to wean the affections of the 
people from their loyalty, and to embroil this nation in the 
fame misfortunes that had rendered France one ſcene of de- 
vaſtation, blood, miſery, and maſſacre. If he were aſked for 

roofs, he referred to the notoriety of the fact, to the public 
impreſſion at the time, and to his Majeſty's Proclamation, iſ- 
ſued in May, COW | 

Such, he might be permitted to aſk, being the extent of the 
miſchief then, had ir been diminiſhed fince ? He would ſay that 
it had not, nor ever would, unleſs the very ſource from which 
it ſprung was dammed up and deſtroyed. If ſedition reared 
its head here, and Jacobinical principles were ſtruggling for 
effect. how could thoſe, who were ſeditiouſly inclined, hope to 
carry their purpoſes into execution, but by uniting their efforts 


with the efforts of the factious banditti in France? How far 


attempts of that kind had been made, again and again, could not 
be out of the recollection of any man; it was therefore the leſs 
neceſſary for him to remind their Lordſhips, that the followers 
and imitators of the French in this country, had adopted the 
manners, the forms, the declarations, the appellations, and 
every the minuteſt circumſtance of the conduct and ſtyle of 
thoſe they profeſſed to make their model; which alone, with- 
out any overt acts, afforded ample and convincing proof of the 
dangerous and pernicious ſpirit that actuated thoſe to whom 


he 
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he alluded. A Noble Duke had taken occaſion to ſuggeſt, 1 
that there was ſome radical defect either in the theory or the [he 
practice of our conſtitution, which required correction. This 7 8 
was a moſt extraordinary remark, coming from the quarter it 5 
had done; becauſe, if the fact were ſo, was it not matter of 145 


wonder that the Noble Duke, who in the courſe of his political 
life had been in a ſituation to render any correction, if neceſ- 
ſary, irrefiſtible, had not, when he firſt diſcovered the evil, 
endeavoured at leaſt to apply an adequate remedy ? Full of 
defects, as it might appear to be in the eyes of the Noble 
Duke, a clear and decided ſentiment prevailed among the 
people to ſupport the conſtitution, ſuch as it was, from a 
conſciouſneſs of the real happineſs and ſubſtantial advantages 
which they enjoyed under it. | 
Having gone into a full detail of the circumſtances that 
gave riſe to the war originally, and drawn the moſt con- 
cluſive and undeniable inferences from every event of it, to 
ſhew that, on the part of Great Britain, the war was defenſive 
in ſpirit and in fact; his Lordfhip proceeded to ſtate, that if no 
circumſtances which he had referred to had taken place, ſubſe- 
quent acts of aggreſſion, the various decrees of the Convention, 
carrying day after day reiterated inſult and injury to this coun- 
try, and followed up even to the preſent time with an un- 
remitting ſpirit of rancour and indecency, would have ren- 
dered it impoſſible for us to remain at peace; had we by our 
neutrality—a neutrality, as diſgraceful as it would have been 
injurious to our intereſts, and detrimental to the tranquillity 
of Europe—ſuffered the French to become ſtill more formida- 
ble. His Lordſhip declared, that Great Britain alone, and 
ber ſafety, were the firſt and moſt immediate objects in con- 
templation in the proſecution of the war, although there were 
other important objects neceffarily connected with it: The 
end of the war hoped for by us, and our allies equally, was /e- 
curity ; for ſecurity—not againſt any one of the various dangers 
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he had ſtated, ſolely; but againſt them all united, were we. ; 

now contending. Parliament would not, he was perſuaded, ; 

in ſuch a caſe, call on miniſters to ſay, what degree of ſecurity 15 

they required, or in what ſpecific matter or mode that ſecurity 1 4 

was to be obtained: It depended on a variety of caſual cir= _ 19 

cumſtances, and fluctuating events; and to alk it of him, l 
| would be to make a demand never before made to miniſters in 13 
i Parliament, or, he believed, in any other wiſe deliberative iss 
, Aſſembly. | f | 6 4 
2; The preſent was totally different from all former wars, a} 


both in its origin and conduct, and muſt be eſtimated by a 
new ſcale. The propoſition which their Lordſhips were that. 
| I ; | : night 5 ably 
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night called upon to decide, was clearly this, if truly ſtated : 
Shall all the excefles, all the violations of property, all the in- 
fringements of law, all the abuſes of juſtice, all the inſults to 
religion, and all the unwarrantable murders that have diſ- 
graced France, and ſunk her to fuch a depth of ignominy, 
take place in this country, and diſgrace us equally ? 

A Noble Earl, his Noble Relation, had on a former night 


denicd that atheiſm was ſo prevalent among the French as had 
been imagined in this country. He would agree with his 


Noble Relation, that atheifm had not become univerſal with 
the people there; but that it was adopted by the ruling powers, 
no one could doubt, for there were undeniable proofs of it. 
Let their Lordſhips advert to the proceedings of the National 
Convention, where they would find, among other extraordt- 
nary tranſactions, that the municipality of Paris came to the 
bar, and made a formal and ſolemn renunciatisn of Chriſtianity, 
as a religion of murder and of error: Not only the whole 
Convention joined in execration of it, but the Prefident em- 
phatically congratulated them, that they had, at one blow, 
annikilated eighteen centuries of error and ſuperſtition ; and, 
in fine, decreed that there ſhould be no public worſhip of any 
kind, nor any God but the Tree of Liberty! Finding, how- 


ever. that this was rather too much, even for France, they lately 


thought it prudent to open the places of public worſhip z but 
with a retervation {till more wicked, inſidious, cruel, and 
tyrannical, than the original decree itſelf, as they confirmed 
all that their commiſſioners had done reſpecting it, in the dif- 
ferent departments, fer its deſtruction. | 
Among other extraordinary aſſertions made by the Noble 
Marquis, his Lordſhip ſaid, he was not a little ſurpriſed to 
hear him declare that the barrier of France was impregnable ; 
and quote the authority of the Duke of Marlborough, in ſup- 
port of that aſſertion. Such an authority was ſurely the moſt 
unfortunate and injudicious that the Noble Lord could poſſibly 
have choſen ; for the Duke of Marlborough was himſelf the 
very man who broke that barrier, and took Lifle, the ſtrongeſt 
part of it: And, fo far from conſidering kimſelf ſecured by it, 
the Duke expected that his ſucceſs in taking fo ſtrong 4 
garriſon would be, that trance would have immediately col- 
jected the whole ſtrength of her kingdom, to oppoſe the pro- 
greſs of our arms—a contemplation not fanciful and imagi- 
nary, but founded on juſt grounds; fince ſuch, in all human 
probability, would have been the conſequence, if France had 
not ſucceeded in doing the very thing which the preſent motion, 
if carried, would effe&t; namely, divide the allies, and thus 
have weakened and deſtroyed the energy of the war. rt 
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His Lordſhip next adverted to what had fallen from the 


Noble Marquis, with regard to the laſt campaign, which he 
had cenſured, as unproductive of any advantage: But as facts 
were at all times able to overthrow and defeat mere aſſertion, 


he ſaid he would lay before the Houſe the comparative ſtate 
of France at the begirming of the campaign; and at' the 
cloſe of it. In February, the French were in poſſeſſion: 


of the Auſtrian Netherlands, and of Valenciennes, Conde, 


Le Queſnoy, and a number of other towns. They had a 


victorious army in Champagne, a victorious army in Savoy, 


und had penetrated even to Holland, where, with an army 


elated with unexpected fortune, and fluſhed with rapid victo- 
ries, they threatened to ſubjugate Holland, and make the 

wealth and fleets of that republic the inſtruments of deſcent 
on Great Britain; their fleet riding triumphant in the Medi- 
terranean, and the ſeas. covered with their armed ſhips. This 
was their ſtate in the month of February. His Lordſhip then 
called upon the Houſe to recollect how matters ſtood at 
the concluſion of the year? A Noble Earl had ſaid, that look - 


ing at the events of the war, there was no one action which was 


honourable to us, which could excite the pleaſurable feelings of 
an Bngliſhman, or gratify poſterity in the contemplation of it; 
tor his part, Lord Grenville ſaid, he looked upon the effectual 
and well-timed ſuccour afforded Holland by our troops, 
headed by their gallant and illuſtrious commander, as highly 
creditable to the Britiſh character, and beneficial in its conſe- 
quences to our allies, and the general cauſe. Holland, at the 
very commencement of the campaign, had been reſcued from 
the danger in which ſhe ſtood; and here juſtice required that 
he ſhould declare, that he could not, in terms fufficiently 
ſtrong, expreſs his ſenſe of the admiration, applauſe, and 
gratitude, due to a Noble Lord then preſent (Lord Auckland), 
tor his wiſe, his ſpirited, his active, and his able conduct, 
on an occaſion of infinite importance, not only to this country, 
but to all Europe. The French were driven by the gallantry 
of the Britiſh troops from Williamſtadt, and finally out of 
Auſtrian Flanders; their commerce deſtroyed, and the ſeas 
cleared of their cruizers; their grand fleet in the Medi- 
terranean deſtroyed ; their navy crippled, and their principal 
arſenal rendered uſeleſs; while almoſt all the ports in Europe 
are ſhut againſt them. -To all this were to be added the various 
poſſeſſions taken from them in the Weſt Indies, now in the 


hands of the Engliſh, and their total expulſion from the con- 


tinent of India. Theſe were ſucceſſes which, his Lordſhip 
maintained, were greater than had ever attended the firſt cam- 
paign of any war; and far more than a ſober man could, at 
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the commencement of it, have rationally hoped for. Upon 
the whole, therefore, on a cool and candid conſideration of 
the events of the campaign, inſtead of grounds for deſpond- 
ence, he felt himſelf fully warranted to aſſert a well-founded 
reliance upon the fortunate iflue of our future exertions; and 
he believed there was but one general ſentiment among the 
allied powers, which was, to . —. the war. . 

With regard to the allies, he would only ſay, they enter- 


tained, in common with us, a full ſenſe of the dangers to 


which all Europe was expoſed; but their conduct towards 
neutral nations had furniſned the Noble Marquis with another 
topic of crimination. The intention of Great Britain and 
the allies, in this point, his Lordſhip ſaid, was, to prevent 
nations, under the colour and pretext of neutrality, from 
ſupplying the enemy with the materials for carrying on the 
war; and on this ſubject, the language held by the cabinet to 
neutral powers, had been uniformly ſpoken in a tone of 
moderation, good temper, and firmneſs. To ſuch as were 
connected with us by treaty, our conduct had been more fa- 
vourable than the ſtrict letter of the treaties entitled us to 
maintain; and to other neutral powers, differently circum- 
ſtanced, we had not gone to the extent that the maritime laws 
would have warranted. If, notwithſtanding our remon- 
ſtrances, any of the neutral powers ſtill perſiſted in meaſures 
moſt ſeriouſly detrimental to the general intereſts of the 
common cauſe of Europe; the ſtrong arm of force muſt be 


exerted, to coerce what liberal negotiation could not obtain. 


In reſpect, however, to what had been ſaid of neutral nations, 
his Lordſhip declared, he wiſhed a more impartial judge than 


the Noble Marquis, to decide on the conduct of Great Britain. 


If the ordinary means of carrying on the war were not ſuffi- 
cient on the preſent occaſion, it was abſolutely and indiſpen- 
ſably neceſſary to have recourſe to ſuch as were extraordinary; 
ſince the effectual proſecution of the war, and its ſpeedy 
termination, in a great meaſure depended on our prevent- 
ing yg enemy from receiving ſuccours, as far as we poſſibly 

could. ts, | p | 
His Lordſhip defended the Dutch from ſome inſinuations, 
which had been thrown out in the courſe of the debate againſt 
their military character: He thought this had much better 
have been avoided, for they were calculated to do great miſ- 
chief to Great Britain. Something of a ſimilar nature had 


alſo been ſaid of the King of Sardinia, who had been repre- 


ſented as continuing the war, for no other reaſon than to 
benefit himſelf by the ſubſidy granted to him than which, 
nothing was more unfounded. FE es | 15 
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At length his Lordſhip came to treat upon the comparative. 
ſtate of the finances of Great Britain and France. Some 
Noble Lords had thought proper to aſſert, that our finances 
fell infinitely ſhort of thoſe of the French; an affertion 
which, he ſaid, he could by no means admit. The finances 
of this country, he thanked God, were not ſuch as to oblige 
miniſters to make a forced loan, as had been done in France; 
where every man was obliged to pay a ſum, not only in pro- 
pores to his income, but alſo to the whole amount of what 
e was worth; ſo as to leave himſelf no more than 200l. a 
year: In order to prevent any evaſion or ſubterfuge, he was 
compelled to give in a ſchedule of his effects, under pain of death 
in caſe it was not minutely exact. How would Noble Lords 
then preſent approve of ſuch an act of deſpotiſm, exerciſed 
7s them? Our commerce was flouriſhing, our manu» 
factures increaſing, and our revenue proſperous. Compare 
this with the ſituation of France : In France there was neither 
capital, credit, foreign commerce, nor domeſtic traffic; no 
agriculture, becauſe there was neither money, nor hands to 
till the ground: Almoſt all the men were forced to join the 
armies. In fact, fo far from France having a free conſtitu- 
tion, there exiſted in it the moſt poſitive tyranny that ever 
had exiſted in any country in the worlt times. Diſcontent 
was univerſal; and the citizens were only kept in awe by their 
fears, created by a dread of the armed force placed over them. 
Nor was this peculiar to Paris only; it was the ſame in all the 
deßß Ei SIT Ms 7 LE. 376 > 
With a people ſo circumſtanced, how were we to treat? 
Were we to confefs that our 3 hitherto had been 
3 Mere we to libel the conduct of our allies, by ſingly 
offering ſubmiſſion to an arrogant and inſulting enemy? It had 
been anſwered, that thoſe in France, who had the power to 
make war, had alſo the power to make peace. This was not 
the fact: The ruling powers in France had no other influence, 
than an influence calculated for the purpoſe of deſpotiſm and 
deſtruCtion z if the nature of that influence was changed, their 
power was at an end. When this ſubject was debated in the 


Convention, they referred the parties propoſing to treat, to 


their armies on the frontiers. We were in that caſe to treat 
with the French generals, the generals of a day men pro- 
moted without merit, and, whether fortunate or unfortunate, 
generally conſigned to the fame fate - men, who paſſed in 
quick ſucceſſion from the halbert to the truncheon, and from 
the truncheon to the guillotine ! The only officers of extra- 


ordinary powers, ſuch as La Fayette and Dumourier, had 


paſſed away. Murderers and aſſaſſins alone remained in power, 
BEN FAY : 31 2 | men 
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men who had provoked by their writings, or with their hands 


had perpetrated, murder. What Noble Lord preſent was willing 
ſo far to forget the dignity of his country, or what was due 
to his own dignity, as to be the meſſenger of a treaty with men 
of ſuch a deſcription, even if they had the diſpoſition or the 
power to treat, which he muſt beg leave to deny; ſince it was 
notorious that the Convention had paſſed a decree, by which 
the penalty of death was to be enforced on any man, who 
ſhould propoſe to treat with an enemy that occupied any part 


of the territory of the republic. There was an article of the 


conſtitution likewiſe to the ſame. eſfect, which they declared 
to be ſanctioned by the people of eighty- ſix departments; and 
in this enumeration, Savoy and the Auſtrian Netherlands were 
included, as departments of France. FF; 
If the propoſition of the Noble Marquis were adopted, the 
effect of it would be, that we ſhould ſtand {till and diſarm, 
while the French were in full force. Did the Noble Marquis 
for a moment refle&t on the conſequence of ſuch a meaſure ? 


did he recollect, that although we could eaſily and ſpeedily 


difarm, the French, as an armed nation, could not? Obvious 
policy, therefore, required, that while the French remained an 
armed nation, we muſt continue to, be the ſame, In the 
nature of things it was impoſſible; and would ny Noble 
Lord, at all converſant with the policy of war, have ſuppoſed 
it poſſible, that ſuch a meaſure, ſo pregnant with miſchief, 
a meaſure that would immediately ſubject us to 5 of 
the French, could have been recommended from ſuch a 
quarter? Ua eh te) 
The United States of America, the Noble Marquis had 
hinted, were diſpoſed to go to war with us: His Lordſhip ſaid, 


that he had reaſon to entertain a very different opinion. He 


was perſuaded, that if the United States departed from their 


neutrality, it would be to take part on the ſide of the allies. 
His Lordſhip ſaid, he ſincerely wiſhed well to America; be 


was defirous that the utmoſt harmony ſhould be cultivated, and 
ſhould ſubfiſt between the two countries; and ſo feeling, he 


could not but be anxiouſly defirous, by every act of good-will 
and friendly intercourſe, to eradicate that an which the 
y 


unhappy conteſt with this country had un.ortunately left upon 


the minds of ſome of the Americans. | 

With regard to what the Noble Lord had ſaid, relative to 
our having ſtimulated the Indians to make war upon the 
Americans, he felt a mixture of aſtoniſhment and indignation. 
There did not exiſt the ſmalleſt foundation for a ſuſpicion even 
upon the ſubject. If the diQtates of humanity had not naturally 
led Great Britain to a different line of conduct; policy, and , 

| | regar 
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regard to her on intereſts, would have impelled it. The go- 
vernors of Upper and Lower Canada, and the Britiſh officers, 
had felt pro 2 6 on the ſubject; had interfered and negotiated, 
and uſed all their influence, as mediators between the Ame- 
ricans and the Indians, in order in the moſt effectual way to 
ſettle their differences, and to bring about à laſting peace be- 
tween the two contending parts ooo 

After a long, voluminous,, and well-connected ſeries of 


pointed animadverſions on the Teadin; e in ſupport of 


the motion, moſt relied on by the Noble Marquis who brought 
it forward, and by thoſe Noble Lords who declared they con- 
curred, in ſentiment, and would vote for the queſtion,” Lord 
Grenville drew his able and animated ſpeech to a concluſion; 
and obſerved, that it was not a little remarkable, that no one 


of the Noble Lords, who profeſſed themſelves to be ſo anxious 


and fo eager for peace, had ſtated any ſpecific propoſal to ob- 
viate. the difficulties that preſented themſelves as impediments 
to negotiation... He owned he was a little aſtoniſhed that a 
great ſtateſman, who had himſelf been a miniſter, ſhould have 
come forward with ſo very indefinite a propoſal ; a propoſal ſo 
impracticable in itſelf, and clogged with conditions ſo diſ- 
graceful (for ſo the French had declared the conditions of peace 
| ſhould be), that he had not the ſmalleſt heſitation to ſay he 

ſhould give it his decided negative. | 3 
The Marquis of  Lanſdown. roſe to take advantage of the 
privilege which their Lordſhips uſually allowed every Peer 
who brought forward, any queſtion to be diſcuſſed, v, the 
privilege of being heard in reply to the obſervations that had 
fallen from other Noble Lords in the courſe of the debate. 
Their Lordihips might reſt aſſured, however, that he would 
make a very tender uſe of that privilege at ſo late an hour of 
the night, and when the Houſe, as well as himſelf, were fo 
much exhauſted and fatigued. The Marquis proceeded to 
take notice of various matters that had fallen from the Noble 
Secretary of State, who had, he ſaid, in many inſtances miſ- 
conceived and miſrepreſented his argument, as well as that of 
the Noble Duke who had done him the honour to ſupport his 
motion. He was in the judgment of their Lordſhips. as to 
the fact. They had heard the arguments that he had taken 
the liberty of addreſſing to the Houſe, and they had witnefſed 
the very ſingular and extraordinary manner in which the Noble 
Secretary of State had choſen to notice and reply to them. 
The Noble Duke near him (Duke of Grafton) had diftin- 
guiſhed himſelf highly in coming forward in fo dignified a 
manner upon fo ſerious and truly important an occaſion. The 
public he was ;fure would feel extremely obliged to the 5 
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Duke for the ſentiments he had delivered; and he ſhould have 
imagined that the known abilities, undoubted honour, and 
truly reſpectable character of the Noble Duke, would have 
entitled him to be treated, if not with due reſpect, at leaſt with 
common decency. Let it be remembered, that the Noble 
Duke, actuated by the pureſt patriotiſm, forgetting all conſi- 
deration of his health and his eaſe, had come to town from 
his retirement, in which he had, from perſonal indiſpoſition, 
and from a variety of cauſes, ſo long lived, merely that the 
Houſe might have the benefit of his opinion at the preſent cri- 
tical juncture of affairs; an opinion at all times of great 
weight and importance, but particularly ſo at a time ſo peril- 
ous as the preſent, Let the moderation and diſintereſtedneſs 
of the Noble Duke, when at the head of public affairs, and in 
full poſſeſſion of power, be alſo remembered as an uſeful leſſon 
by the Noble Secretary of State. 'The Noble Dake had not 
uſed the influence which his ſituation gave him, to enrich 
himſelf, or to aggrandize his family, or any part of it. He 
Had not accumulated places; he had ſeized upon no ſinecure; 
he had neither accepted of titles, grants, or reverfions ; he had 
come out of office with perfectly pure hands. Tt was therefore 
unfair in the Noble Secretary of State, in ſpeaking of the 
Noble Duke, to allude in fo peculiar a manner to the grants 
made to the Noble Duke's anceftors, which had become eſta- 
bliſhed in his family, and had ſince become merited in his 
perſon, eſpecially conſidering what had paſſed reſpecting other 
grants, ſomewhat more modern. 8 by 

With regard to the arguments which the Noble Secretary 
of State had uſed, there was fcarcely any one of them that was 
not ſo exactly the ſame ſort of argument that had been urged 
by the miniſters of the day in defence of the American war, 
that if he were to have judged by his ear only, he ſhould have 
imagined they came from preciſely the ſame perſons. Upon 
that occaſion, as at preſent, there was no prevailing on mini- 
ſters to ſpeak out, to ſay diſtinctly what was the object of the | 
war, or. how it was to be carried on. The ground of mini- .. 
ſters then, as it had done in the inſtance of the war with the 
French, ſhifted from day to day. They at one time defended 
the war on one pretext, and at another time they ſtated ano- 

ther pretext; but they never could be prevailed on to hold 
either one language or one conduct on the ſubject. In fact, 
the whole war was a continued ſeries of change of tone, 
change of meaſure, or change of object. 5 

The Noble Secretary of State had denied that the public 
felt any additional burden or diſtreſs in conſequence of the 


war; and contended that all was caſe, and happineſs, and 
| | | | comfort. 
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comfort. Let the Noble Secretary of State aſk the manufac- 
turing towns, let him conſult thoſe by whom the operation and 
effects of the war were felt moſt ſenſibly, from its immediately 
ſerious conſequences, and he would judge by the anſwer whe- 
ther there was diſtreſs or not. In the town of Birmingham 

only, 4000 perſons had been added to the poor rates fince the 
war began; and where he lived in the country, bankruptcies 


happened every day. The people were loaded with taxes al- 
ready to an almoſt intolerable degree; and but little addition 


more would preſs them down. t their Lordſhips recollect, 
that if the horſe were too much burdened, let his load be 
acked ever ſocloſely, with ever ſo much ingenuity or commo- 
diouſneſs, he could only ſuſtain a given burden; and when 
too much addition was made, the horſe muſt fink under it at 
laſt. If the Noble Secretary dreaded diſcontents and clamour 
among the people, the remedy was at hand. Introduce a ſyſ- 
tem of ſtrict public oconomy ; put an end to all reverſions 
and ſinecures unjuſtly obtained, and lower the taxes; extend 
trial by jury to bach ends of the kingdom alike. The 
preſent was an enlightened age, and fince, much to the ho- 
nour of the country, we had got the better of old prejudices, 
which Tillotſon, and other very learned and eloquent men of 
former times, had taken pains by their writings to root and 
eſtabliſn in the public mind, and had thought proper to re- 
lieve Roman Catholics from thoſe irkſome penalties and diſ- 


qualifications with which they had ſo long been haraſſed and 


goaded, he ſaw no reaſon why the ſame liberality, and the 
ſame relief, ſhould not be extended to Diſſenters in general. 


Much had been ſaid about the violences, by means of which 
the French had obtained their reſources. He ſhould only re- 


mark, that if it were actually true, that they had reduced every 

man of property down to the enjoyment of only 200 l. a-year, 
it proved that the extent of their reſources was indeed im- 
menſe, fince all above that amount, on ſuch a ſuppoſition, was 
preſſed into the public ſervice. But he hoped that miniſters 
would not be ſuffered to carry on matters to a like extent here, 
by way of putting us on a par with ſuch reſources of the 
French, and that their Lordſhips would take good care that 
the miniſters and their colleagues, in the purſuit of this war, 
ſhould never reduce us to like extremities, The Noble Se- 
cretary of State, and other Noble Lords, had complained of 
what he had ſaid relative to our having interfered in America, 
and been inſtrumental in ſettmg on the Indians, and encou- 
_ raging them to attack the — of the United States; 


and had declared that he ought to have brought pe 
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direct accuſation on the ſubject. Let Noble Lords recollect 


the mode in which he had mentioned it; merely as a matter of 


ſuſpicion. That being the caſe, he would appeal to their own 
candour and fairneſs, whether it were not much better to have 
had it ſtated in the manner that he had done, which gave 
Noble Lords an opportunity of directly contradicting the fact 
in queſtion, than ſuffering it to remain as a matter of dark 
ſuſpicion and vague rumour. e 
With regard to the charge, that, by bringing forward 
ſuch a motion as that before their Lordſhips, he wiſhed 
Great Britain to ſtand ſtill and to diſarm, according to 
the Noble Secretary of State's conſtruction of his meaning, 
the conſtruction was as abſurd as it was extraordinary.' 
It was not poſſible for the Noble Secretary of State ſeri- 
ouſly to entertain ſuch an idea of what he meant to recom- 
mend. Moſt undoubtedly he meant no ſuch thing. He had 
not any thing like it in his mind, and he ſhould have been 
aſhamed of himſelf if he could have come forward with a 
propoſition ſo idle. The Noble Duke near him had amply ex- 
plained what he meant in that reſpect. Certainly not for 
Great Britain to put herſelf in the power of France by diſ- 
arming, while, as the Noble Secretary of State thought proper 
to phraſe it, ſhe remained an armed nation, but gradually to diſ- 
arm, when negotiation had proceeded to ſuch a point, as to beget 
a mutual confidence of fincerity on both ſides; and then, and 
then only, to diſarm, in proportion as the French difarmed. 
The Marquis took notice that the cry of the miniſter was 
now changed from indemnity to ſecurity. There were va- 
rious other parts of the ſpeech of the Noble Secretary of State, 
which, either from direct miſrepreſentation, or falſe conſtruc- 
tion of what he and other Noble Lords had ſaid, called for ex- 


planation and animadverſion; but at that late hour of the 


night he would no longer treſpaſs on their Lordſhips* time, 
but would fit down in the hope that, let the Houſe ns erg of 
his motion as it thought proper, Noble Lords would do him the 
Juſtice to give him credit for honourable motives, and would 


think what he had taken the liberty of ſubmitting to them 


worthy of their future ſcrious conſideration. . 

The Earl of Lauderdale roſe merely to explain, becauſe, 
from what had fallen from the Noble Secretary of State, he 
thought it neceſſary to give ſome explanation with regard to 
what he had ſaid of the army in Flanders and its commanders. 


He did aſſure their Lordſhips, that he was far from meaning 


any reflections upon the Duke of York, or the troops under his 


command ; he thought as highly of their zeal, their orgs 
an 
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and their conduct, as any one Noble Lord Ae Aſter which 
the Houſe divided: 

Content. 12 Proxies 1— 13 


Not Contents 86. Proxies 17— 103 


5 Majority againſt the Motion 90 
Adjourned. 5 | gs 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


 _Monvpar, February 17. 
The Loan Bill was read a third time, paſſed, and ſent to 
the Lords. 


The Glove and Burial Duty Repeal Bills, and the Indemnity ; 


Bill, were reported, and ordered to be engroſſed. 


Lord Dalkeith, for Marlborough, Mr. Manning, for Plymp- 


ton, and Mr. Sarjeant, for Queenborough, were introduced, 


and ſworn. . 
The Militia Eſtimates were reported, and ordered to lie on 


the Table. 
TRIAL OF MR. HASTINGS, 
A Meſſage was received from the Lords, acquainting the 


Houſe, that their Lordſhips would proceed further in the Trial 


of Warren Haſtings, Eſq. on Monday the 24th. 
 WOOLCOMBERS. _ 
The Lo Mayor of London preſented a Petition from the 


Woolookiliciy of the Borough of Southwark, againſt the In- 
troduCtion of an Engine for combing of Wool. Ordered to 


lic on the Table. — Adjourned, 
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{The following are the State Papers referred to by the 


Marquis of Lanſdown in his Speech on his Motion for 
Peace. See p. 370.] Fe 2s : 
| x No. I. ; | 
| TUSCAN STATE PAPERS, | 
Letter from Lord Hervey, the Britiſh Miniſter at Florence, to 
Signor Terrifleri, Miniſter and Secretary of State to his Royal 
Highneſs the Grand Duke. 
5 6 &« Florence, May 22. 
& I HAVE this moment received letters from Madrid of the 
th inſtant, and from Genoa of the 19th. The former bring 


certain intelligence that, in conſequence of the expreſs orders of 


the court, the Spaniſh fleet has failed ; that it is directing its courſe 


towards Cagliari, to drive the French from the iſlands of Saint 
Pierre; and that it will afterwards proceed to the coaſts of Italy. 

„ Thoſe from Genox/afſure me, that the captain of a Spaniſh 
packet-boat, who ſet out for Barcelona on the 13th, left there ſixty 
ſhips of war of different ſizes, among which were ten Britiſh ſhips 
of the line: They had failed from Carthagena on the 5th. 

„ Knowing the deſire which you always teſtified for ſo happy an 
event, I take the earlieſt opportunity of communicating it to you, 
J hope that circumſtances will ſoon facilitate to the different courts 
of Italy, the means of ſhaking off the yoke of the democratical 
tyranny of the French. It has too long prevailed in theſe parts, 
by inſulting ſovereigns, irritating their ſubjects, and deſpiſing the 
laws. I hope to ſee the pride of that perfidious nation ſoon hum- 
bled, and that all governments will at length acknowledge that it 
is their true intereſt to reſiſt, and not to receive theſe ee 
maxims which have convulfed all Europe, &c. &c. | | 


(Signed) 


Firſt Anſwer of M. Terriflori. | 
« My Lonp, | May 22. 
J return you many thanks for your attention in communicating 


to me ſuch happy intelligence. I this moment communicated it to 
his Royal Highneſs. I have the honour to be, &c. 


(Signed) 


« Hervey.” 


Second Anſeuer of MH. Terriflori. 


% My Loy, | May 22. 

“ Beſides having had the honour of writing to you in my own 
name this morning, I am juſt now charged by his Royal Highneſs 
to return you his ſincere thanks for the news reſpecting the arrival 
of a part of the forces of his Britannic Majeſty in the Mediter- 
rancan, and the expected appearance of another part. FE 
| | The 


« PTERRITLORI.“ 
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e The ſentiments of his Royal Highneſs towards that monarch, 
and thoſe of all Tuſcany for the Engliſh nation, have always been 
ſo publicly known, and ſo clearly expreſſed on every occaſion, that 
his Royal Highneſs would judge it ſuperfluous to mention them, 
did it not give a real pleaſure, and did not the end of your letter 
engage the government to confirm again its wiſh to maintain a ſtrict 
and unchangeable neutrality in regard to the powers at war—a neu- 
trality which he has always preſerved without ſuſtaining the leaſt 
hurt in reſpe& to his own rights, or injuring thoſe of others, and 
with every dignity and advantage to Tuſcany, &c. &c. 1 80 

(Signed) „ TRRAITTLORI.“ 


| Lord Hervey's Reply. . 528 
I have received the letter which your Excelleney did me the 
honour to write yeſterday by particular requeſt of his Royal High. 
neſs the Grand Duke, in anſwer to mine, in which I communi. 
cated the ' diſpatches I received from Madrid and Genoa, reſpe&- 
ing the Britiſh and Spaniſh fleets which arrived in the Mediter- 
ranean. | 

„The ſentiments which his Royal Highneſs manifeſts towards 
the King my maſter, and the Britiſh nation, are already known 
and I had the honour, on former occaſions, to aſſure his Royal 
Highneſs of the acknowledgment and ſatisfaction of his Majeſty. 

“ Since your Excellency has informed me of the intention of 
his Royal Highoels, of ftill obſerving a ſtrict and unalterable neu- 
trality towards the Belligerent Powers, you will permit me to 


obſerve, that this continuance of the neutrality vill depend upon the 


manner in which the Allied Powers fhall conſider it, and on the opinion 
which they will entertain in point of the juſtice which his Royal Highneſs 
may have for fuch a conduct, or on the inconvenience which muſt ariſe 
20 the ſaid powers, from allowing the immenſe reſources which are 
drawn from this ſtate, for the purpoſe of ſupporting the common 
enemy, while ſo many ſubjects and treaſures are ſacrificed to ſubdue 
them. | | 
„I éwill wait the orders of my ſovereign before I ſhall expatiate 
any further on this ſubjet. As to the queſtion which may be 
aſked, how his Royal Highneſs can reconcile with his own dignity, 
and the intereſt of Tuſcany, the fupphes which have been granted, 


the protection, the good harmony, nay, even the partiality which 


has been ſhewn to a nation which rendered itſelf guilty of regicide, 
in the ſacred perſon of his uncle Louis XVI. late king of France — 
a nation which is the avowed enemy of his brother the Emperor, 
of his uncle the King of Spain, and of almott every crowned head 
of Europe? This queſtion I have neither orders, nor is it my 
duty to reſolve. os „ 

« But I will not fail to communicate to your Excellency, ag 
ſoon as I ſhall have received proper. inſtructions, the ſenſation 
which your anſwer will excite in the Britiſh cabinet. To anfwer 
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| the letter which I have yeſterday received of your Excellency, is 
(if I am not miſtaken) all that my duty bids me do. 


& T have the honour to be, &c. &c. 
cc May 23. L | | | | HER VE.“ 


Copy of a Circular Letter ſent by Lord Hervey, the Britiſh 
Minifter, to the Foreign Miniſters reſident at Florence. 


As I am convinced that neither his Royal Highneſs the Grand 
Duke of Tuſcany, nor the perſons who fill the r charges of thiz 
government, nor the people of Tuſcany, can inwardly juſtify the 
meaſures which have been taken with regard to the French nation, 
and which ſolely and entirely originate from the inſtigations and 
councils of a fingle perſon, whoſe aſcendancy and power over the 
mind of his Royal Highneſs could not, from his tendereſt infancy 
to the preſent moment, be eradicated : And as I deem it a duty 
incumbent upon the charge I oecupy, to keep up not only a vigi- 
lant attention upon all the parts of ſuch a conduct, but alſo to 
make known the juſt and unavoidable diſpleaſure which the court of 
St. James's muit have felt reſpecting it; and as I was eager, 
beſides, to learn what effect the arrival of a Britiſh and Spaniſh 
fleet in the Mediterranean might operate upon this court, I gave 
ſome intimations in the letter which I wrote to the Secretary of 
State to announce this event to the Grand Duke, reſpecting the 
change which I withed to ſee in the conduct of ſeveral Italian 
courts. 6575 

“ But this letter was productive of an anſwer which I did not 
expect, and in which I found explanations reſpecting the paſt con- 
duct of this government, which cannot deceive me; and reſolutions 


for the future, which in general appear to me as little compatible 


with the connexions of this Prince, as with the deſigns and intereſt 
of Europe. For theſe reaſons, I have found it neceſſary to com- 
municate to you my correſpondence on this ſubject, which I have 
here encloſed, that you may tranſmit notice to your court of the 
evident proofs of conduct of this court, which is ſo entirely dif- 
ferent from thoſe which animate at preſent the principal powers of 
Europe; and I doubt not but it is deemed neceſſary to guide this 


conduct in a manner more ſuitable with the preſent circumſtaaces, 


and the juſt views of the Allied Powers. | 
« I embrace this opportunity to aſſure you of the particular 
eſteem with which 1 have the honour to call myſelf, &. &c. 


66 Florence, May 235 1793. ; | Hravev.” 


Anſauer of the Ruſſian Charge d. {frairs to the Circulating Letter | 


of Lord Hervey. :. . | 


«© Whatever. may be the ſentiments of his Royal Highneſs the 
Grand Duke, reſpecting the ſyſtem of neutrality which he has 
adopted, it is beyond a doubt that his conduct is full of 22 
| * 233 a * £ be ob * Fn or 
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for the ſelf-ſlyled Republic, and for its repreſentatives, of which 
your Excellency muft have naturally received the moſt certain intelli- 
ence, ſince you ſpeak of it.in /o pgſitive a manner in your anſwer to 
Terriflori. Nothing, therefore, remains for me, but to recall 
to your remembrance, in ſupport of what you ſay, the powerful 
and decided protection of this government, which prevented me 
from inſerting in the Tuſcan papers the manifeſto of my Sovereign 
againſt the monſters who at preſent, for the misfortune of the 
world, govern France. I know certainly, beſides, that the French 
Conſtitution has been publicly ſold at Florence. I hope for, and 
deſire, -as well as your Excellency, the ſpeedy arrival of the com- 
bined fleets, in order that Italy may ſhake off the yoke of demo- 
cratical tyranny. I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 


. (Signed) * Ke. 

1 No. II. 

Memorial preſented on the 8th of October 1793, to M. de Ser- 
riflort, Miniſter for Foreign Affairs al Florence, by Lord 
Hervey, the Engliſh Minifter. 5 4 


« All Europe is witneſs of the reiterated complaints made by 
the under- ſigned Envoy Extraordinary and Miniſter Plenipotentiary 


of his Britannic Majeſty at the court of Tuſcany, on the er. 


of the partiality which the latter government obſerves in favour o 
the French. The under- ſigned has done every thing in his power 
to open the eyes of his Royal Highneſs the Grand Duke upon 
his true intereſts, and the danger to which he expoſes himſelf by 
having communication with a nation of regicides, which puts every 
art in practice to annihilate all kind of government; which deſpiſes 
all laws; which deſtroys all religion; which has at length dipped 
its guilty hands in the blood of the King—in the blood of the 
clergy, of the nobility, and of other ſubjects who remained faithful 
to their King; and which, ſeeking to extend its calamities to all 
other people, is warring againſt almoſt all the Sovereigns of Europe. 
Notwithſtanding the generous, amicable, and plain intentions of 
his Britannic Majeſty, which the under- ſigned communicated to the 
Government of Tuſcany by his memorial of Auguſt 14th laſt, he 
has ſeen the evil counſels and dangerous maxims of certain perſons 
prevail; and as the conduct which he complains of has been perſe- 
vered in, it becomes neceſſary to take vigorous meaſures. | 
The underſigned is obliged to declare, in order that his Royal 
Highneſs the Grand Duke may be informed of it, that Admiral 
Lord Hood has ordered an Engliſh ſquadron, in conjunction with a 
detachment from the Spaniſh fleet, to ſet fail for Leghorn, there 

to act according to the part which his Royal Highneſs may take, 
"I unjuſt and notorious partiality of Tuſcany in favour of 
the French, and the vaſt ſeizure of the corn and effects belonging 
to the merchants of Toulon at Leghorn, at a time when the armies 
of their Britannic and Spaniſh Majeſties had occaſion for the ſame 
articles, evidently prove the injury which enſucs from ſuch a neu- 
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trality for the operations of the Allies. In conſequence, Admiral 
Lord Hood declares in the name of the King his maſter, that if, 
within the ſpace of twelve hours after the repreſentations of the 
under-ſigned, his Royal Highneſs the Grand Duke does not reſolve 
to fend away M. de la Notte and his adherents from Tuſcany, 
the ſquadron will act offenſively againſt the port and city of Leg- 
horn, J 1 

« The unhappy conſequences of this proceeding can alone be 
imputed to thoſe who have had the audacity to give perſidious 
advice, and to make falſe repreſentations upon the preſent ſtate of 
affairs; they alone will have to anſwer for all that may happen 
henceforward. | | 

„The under-figned, who earneſtly deſires to avert ſuch a calamity 
from Tuſcany, and to ſpare his Royal Highneſs the Grand Duke 
all kind of inconvenience, again invites him to give without delay 
a clear explication of his intentions, relative to the demand made 
by Admiral Lord Hood, to order the departure of M. de la Flotte 
and his adherents, and to break off all communication with the 
National Convention, or the ſoi-diſant government of France. In 
making a common cauſe with the Allies, his Royal Highneſs the 
Grand Duke may rely upon the friendſhip and protection of his 
Britannic Majeſty and his Allies. The ſole way to prevent offenſive 
operations againſt the city and port of Leghorn, is to acquieſce in 
the demand now made, by giving the under-ſigned the Royal pro- 
miſe to conform to them punctually. POT Ds? 

It will depend then upon his Royal Highneſs to receive the 
ſaid ſquadron as a friend, or to expoſe Tuſcany to all the diſaſters 
which will happen, if it be compelled to a& offenſively. As its 
expedition at Genoa 1s concluded, it is on the point of arriving at 
Leghorn. For this reaſon the under-figned will haſten to prevent 


any offenſive meaſures, by acquainting the commanding Admiral 


with the reſolutions of his Royal Highneſs. | 

“ 'The under-figned has thought it neceſſary to make this com- 
munication for the information of his Royal Highneſs the Grand 
Duke of "Tuſcany. At the ſame time he ſincerely hopes that this 


affair will terminate amicably, and to the reciprocal ſatisfaction of 


the two courts, 


(Signed) © Hyaaver,” 


. Anſwer. 
« My Losp, | | | 
« His Royal as ee has ordered me to reply to the memorial 
which you have preſented this day, and to the explanatory note of the 
intentions of the King your Sovereign, that his Royal Highneſs has 
reſolved to make the neceſſary diſpolitions that M. de la Flotte and 
his adherents may quit Tuſcany as ſoon as poſſible. His Royal 


Highneſs flatters himſelf that his Majeſty the King of Great Britain 


will conſider this proceeding as a freſh teſtimony of the particular 


eſteem and deference which his Royal Highneſs takes a pleaſure in 
6 | | ſhewing 
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ſhewing him on every occaſion. Such are the orders that my 
Sovereign has given me. N 
| | | (Signed) © SENRITTOEI.“ 
« 02.8, Ten o'Clock at Night.” | | 


" No. III. 

On the 5th of October, the combined Engliſh and Spaniſh ſqua- 
dron entered the port of Genoa ; and, on the ſame day, Mr. Drake 
ſummoned the Republic to declare againſt France. Some days 
were neceſſary to convoke the members of the government, in order 
to deliberate according to th&forms preſcribed by the conſtitution. 
As ſoon as this could be done, they ſignified to Mr. Drake, that, 
on a point of ſo much importance, they could not decide, till they 
had received anſwers to their repreſentations to the allied courts. 
On the 19th of October they diſpatched couriers to Madrid, 
Vienna, and London. Mr. Drake did not ſay formally, that he 
would not wait for anſwers from theſe courts; but mentioned in 
general terms, that three weeks were ſufficient for taking the ne- 
celfary meaſures of defence, and for ſending all the French out of 
the territory of the Republic. Accordingly, on the gth of No- 
vember, he renewed his ſummons, and the government having ſent 
him an anſwer to the ſame effect as the former, he returned it, and 
reſolved upon quitting Genoa immediately ; which he did the next 
day; leaving behind him a note, in which he ſtated “ that though 
it had been inferred from his preceding notes, that he meant to 
force the Republic to accede to the coalition, that ſuch was not the 
intention of the King his maſter ; but that in fact nothing more 
had been intended than requiſite ſatisfaction for the inſult offered by 
French mariners to an Engliſh veffel in the harbour of Genoa; 
which ſatisfaction could be granted by no other means than by ſending 
away the French Miniſter.” 

he Genoeſe government anſwered immediately in ſubflance as 
follows: | | | | i: 

« That it learnt with the greateft pleaſure, that his Britannic 
Majefty did not mean to force a free and independent ſtate to re- 
nounce a neutrality, which its intereft required that it ſhould ob- 
ſerve; that as to what related to the ſatisfaction demanded of the 
Republic, there could be no pretext for it : As the veſſel to which 
the inſult had been offered carried the tri-coloured flag, the Repub- 
lic could not know that England had any intereſt in it; that, on the 
other hand, a very great infult had been offered by the Engliſſi 
cauſing armed frigates and fire-ſhips to enter the harbour of Genoa, 
contrary to all the rights of an independent ſtate. As to the diſ- 
miſſion of the French minifter, that requiſition could not be com- 
plied with, as it would be poſitively declarmg war againſt the French, 
who had an army on the frontiers of the Republic.“ 

Mr. Drake went firſt to Toulon, and from thence to ber 
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[The Genoeſe wiſh to remain neuter, becauſe they are convinced 
that by becoming parties in the war they muſt be ruined. They 
refuſed a paſſage to the French through their territory, when the 
French were molt formidable ; and in all their negotiations with the 
allied powers, ny never once mentioned their property in the 
French funds, which not the uncertain events of war, but a decree 
of the Convention, may anmhilate. So well aſſured were they of 
their right to be treated as friends, that on the 7th of November they 
allowed the Spaniards to ſhip a conſiderable quantity of corn at the 


port of Speza, ] | | 
No. IV. 
SWEDEN. 
Stockholm, Auguſt 6. 


Laſt week the Ruſſian Charge des Affaires delivered a note on 


the part of his Court to the Chancellor, of the following import: 

„Ihe Empreis of Ruſiia has thought proper to fit out a fleet 
of 25 ſail of the line, and a proportionable number of frigates, 
to cruize in the Eaſt and North Seas, for the purpoſe (in conjunc- 
tion with the Engliſh maritime force) of preventing the ſending 
of any provi/rons or ammunition to France. The Empreſs there- 
fore requeſts the King of Sweden, not to permit his ſhips of war 


to take any Swediſh merchantmen, laden with ſuch commodities, 


under their convoy. Her Imperial Majeſty has further ordered 
all merchant ſhips, which her ſquadron may meet in thoſe ſeas, to 
be ſearched, to ſee if their cargoes conſiſt of any ſuch goods: 
All which is done for this reaſon, namely, that no neutrality can 
take place with reſpect to a Government conſiſting only of rebels.“ 


Stockholm, Auguſt q. © | 
Mr. Notheck, Charge des Affaires from the Empreſs of Ruſſia, 


delivered to the Grand Chancellor of the Crown, the following 
official note: h 


The under-ſigned Charge des Affaires of her Imperial Majeſty 


the Empreſs of all the Ruſſias, in reference to the amicable and con- 
fidential application, which, in the beginning of the preſent year, 
Count Stackelberg, the Ambaſſador from her Imperial Majeſty, 
had been charged, in concert with the other Miniſters from the 
Courts intereſted in the preſent war, to make to the Miniſtry of 
his Swediſh Majeſty, has now the honour to notify, that her Im- 
perial Majeſty, in conſequence of a ſtipulation agreed upon be- 
tween the Empreſs and his Britannic Majeſty, has ſent a fleet of 
twenty-five ſail of the line to cruize in the Eaſt and North Sea, 
for the purpoſe of cutting off and deſtroying the trade and navi- 
gation of the French rebels, and of protecting the coaſts of thoſe 
ſeas againſt their acts of pillage and devaſtation. 

The Commanders of that fleet have inſtructions to ſeize upon 
all veſlels hoiſting.the ſo called French flag, or any other flag which 
the navigators of tliat nation ſhould dare to hoiſt ; alſo, to ſtop all 


neutral veſſels, having a cargo for any of the ports of France, to 


force 
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force them either to-return to the port from whence they came, or 
to unload their cargo in any neutral port they ſhould think fit to 
point out. | | eas: 

« After all the proofs which her Majeſty has given of the ge- 
nerous and diſintereſted care ſhe had taken to ſecure the rights o? 
neutrals ſtates, in time of war, by eſtabliſhing a particular code 
of navigation laws, which received the approbation of moſt of the 
Maritime Powers, by ſolemn treaties, ſhe has no reaſon to fear, 
leſt her preſent conduf might excite any ſuſpicion of her intend- 
ing to infringe that generous and beneficial ſyſtem, ſince that ſyſtem 
can by no means be applicable to the preſent circumſtances. 

In order to prove this aſſertion, it will be ſufficient to allege, 
that the uſarpers of the government of France, after having over- 
thrown every order in that gountry, after having dipped their 
murderous hands in the blood of their King, have, by a ſolemn 

decree, declared themſelves the protectors and ſupporters of all 
thoſe, who ſhould attempt like crimes againſt their Sovereigns and 
Governors in other ſtates. This they not only promiſed, but the 
have actually attacked moſt of their neighbouring powers — 6 
armed forces, and by this, having placed themſelves in a ſtate of 
war againſt all the Powers of Europe; no neutrality conſequently 
could exiſt from that time, in any power with regard to them, ex- 
cept where prudence, and the benefit of the common. cauſe pre- 
ſcribed a feigned peaceable diſpoſition. 

But this motive is no longer in exiſtence ſince the combina- 
tion of the formidable Powers of Europe, to make it their common 
cauſe againſt the enemies of the ſafety and happineſs of nations. 

« If there are Powers, whoſe particular ſituation or circum- 
ſtances do not permit them to make ſuch. vigorous and deciſive 
exertions, as thoſe made by the other Powers, it is but juſt, that 

they ſhould employ all other means which they immediately have 
in their hands, to ſecond the meaſures in favour of the common 
cauſe, and particularly that they ſhould interrupt and put an end 
to all commercial communications with thoſe diſturbers of public 
tranquillity. | „ 

Her Imperial Majeſty thinks herſelf ſo much the more juſti- 
fied in propoling theſe meaſures, as ſhe had been the firſt who ſet 
the example in her ſtates, notwithſtanding the actual diſadvantages 
which ariſe from ſuch meaſures, to the exportation. and fale of 
numerous articles of the produce of her empire. ; 

Her. Majeſty foreſaw too well the inconveniencies to which 

the general good would be expoſed, if it was permitted to facilitate 
to the common enemy the procuring of the neceſſary proviſions 
and ammunition, which might enable them to continue and prolong 
the troubles which they have excited in Europe, to have heſitated 
a moment to make a ſacrifice of ſome momentary advantages, the 
leaſt which fo great a cauſe deſerved. IST 2 

Her Majeſty the Empreſs of Ruſſia, therefore, with as full 
confidence in the juſtice of theſe motives, as in the friendihip of 

his Swediſh, Majeſty, thinks herſelf juſtiggd in communicating to 


— 


his Majeſty the King of Sweden, the moſt preſſing ä 
| | | 1 of 


Vol. I. 3 


Sr 
8 


4 Nee 
2 — 5 
2 5 


r * 


r AER, r 
* — 
r 
— 1 


= 
— 29 

C2 3 2 

A * gener — 


3 
1 


* 


38 


— 2 


I — w 
2 5 Bae 5 "ld 2 TI 


FP 
459 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 


of her Allies, to induce his Majeſty to perſiſt in his friendly and 
_ favourable diſpoſitions towards them, and to give orders to his 


Admiralty to refuſe all protection of convoy to Swediſh veſſels, 
bound to any port of France, and that all other Swediſh veſſels 
ſhould ſubmit to the examination and ſearching which might be 
required of them by the Commanders of the armed ſhips of her 
Imperial Majeſty, who are ordered to treat them with all the in- 


dulgence and reſpe& which is due from the Allied Powers towards 


all the other neighbouring and friendly Powers, 


(Signed) *# Norzrck. 


* Stockholm, Fuly 30, 1793.“ 


Aste delivered by the Swediſh Ambaſſador, M. Vox STEDINCK, 
| to the Cabinet of Sg, Peterſburgh. 


« As commeree has always been found indiſpenſably neceſſary 
to the exiſtence of Sweden, it has ever been, and is ſtill, an ob- 
ject of great importance to the Duke Regent to devote his whole 
and uninterrupted attention to the direction of that branch of go- 
vernment, and it was for this reaſon that that Prince thought him- 
felf obliged to watch over the obſervation of the ſtricteſt neutrality; 
not that he ever harboured any conſideration in favour of the 
French; but the Duke always had, and ever will have, the welfare 
of the faithful ſubj-&s of his nephew, the King, dear at heart. 

« His Royal Highneſs, by means of the under-ſigned Ambaſſa- 
dor of the King at the Court of her Imperial Majeſty, as well as 
by the Swedith Ambaſſador at the Court of London, has already 
expreſſed his hopes, that means will be found by which meaſures 
will be taken, in ſuch a manner that the Powers combined againſt 
France might obtain their views, without infringing any exiſting 
treaty, or any attempt being made againſt the rights of any peace- 
able ſubject. | 
This conduct, which his Royal Highnefs always ſo punctually 
pores. muſt have placed in a clear and open point of view the 


z0nourable principles by which he has always been guided, namely, 


t of juſtice and of humanity towards the nation whoſe 
ppineſs and profperity he had been intruſted with, and which he 
could not but expect would meet with the approbation of ſo ge- 
nerous and wiſe a Princeſs as her Majeſty the Empreſs, who is ſo 
a a relation to his Royal Highneſs, and to the young King, his 
ward. | | | 75 | 
«« Beſides, this magnanimous Sovereign has it in her power to 
purſue her great views, in iſſuing out orders to the Commanders of 
her men of wer, and to the Captains of other armed veſſels, like 
thoſe iſſued out by his Britannic Majeſty to the Captains and Com- 
manders of Britiſh armed veſſels, which had been communicated in 
note from the Charge des Affaires of his Majeſty, the King of 
Great Britain, delivered on the 26th of July, to the Grand, Chan- 
cellorparre. | 
The two Courts of Peterſburgh and London being allied, 
and combined in the preſent war, for the fame views, and un- 
P . doubtedly 


STATE PAPERS. > 


Joubtedly with the ſame intereſt, it is but natural to expect that 
equal meaſures would be adopted by both Courts. 
«« What particularly induces his Royal 1 to propoſe 
meaſures equally anſwering the views of the Belligerent Powers, 
and acceptable to the Government of Sweden, is the near relation 
which exiſts between Sweden and Ruſſia; a relation which is 
founded on the indiſſoluble ties of conſanguinity, as well as upon 
powerful treaties of alliance, which are of a nature not to ſuffer 
any alteration at any time whatever. 1 | 
« His Royal Highneſs' the Duke Regent therefore firmly relies, 
and with the utmoft confidence, upon the unalterable friendſhip of 
the Empreſs, hs ally, that his Royal Highneſs could never imagine 
that that Princeſs ſhould ever require of him any thing diametri- 
cally oppoſite, nor an the leaſt prejudicial to the rights and intereſts. 
of Sweden. 4 | ; 
(Signed) « Vox STEDINCK.” 


Stockholm, Auguſt 27. 


M. De Coral, hitherto Ambaſſador from the Court of Spain to 
our Court, had yeſterday an audience of leave of his Majefty ; and 
the Abbe Echiberria was preſented to his Majeſty as Charge des 
Affaires from the Spaniſh Court. = 

The following note was delivered by Mr. Keene, Charge des Af- 
faires from his Britannic Majeſty, to the members of the Cabinet 
of his Majeſty the King of Sweden : 

«© The underſigned Charge des Affaires of his Britannic Majeſty, 
has orders to communicate to the Miniſters of tis Majeſty the 
King of Sweden, a copy of the orders iſſued out by his Britannic 

Majeſty, in his Privy-Council, concerning ſeveral meaſures rela- 
tive to the trade eee of neutral nations during the pre- 
ſent war; f 

«© The Miniſtry of Sweden will no doubt obferve, that the 
rules preſeribed in theſe orders are much more favourable to 
Sweden, than thoſe ſtipulated in the treaty exifting between the 
two Courts, as in the treaty, all tranſports of proviſions to an 
enemy are declared contraband, and ſubject to confiſcation. 

The exception in favour of Sweden in the article of theſe 
regulations concerning blocked-np ports, is founded npon the ſame 
treaty ; the principles of which are perfectly conſiſtent with the 

preſcriptions given to the Coats of his Majeſty's armed 
veſſels. It can certainly not be imagined that the object of this 
treaty has been to permit to the veſſels — to Neutral Powers 
to renew their attempts of entering into blocked-up ports as 
many times, till they ſucceed in throwing proviſions into them; 
they have only been exempted from the paniſhment of gonfiſcation 
upon the firſt attempt. | | 

His Majeſty does not doubt but that the Court of Sweden 

Will conſider the particular attention which his Britannic Majeſty, 

On this occaſion, paid to the intereſts of Sweden, and of which 

| this preſent communication is not leſs a proof, | 


„„ * His 
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« His Majeſty therefore expects, on the part of Sweden, the 


flricteſt obſervance of the ſaid treaty, and that according to the 
conditions expreſſed in the 13th article, orders will be given, 


that no veſſels or goods taken by the enemy from Britiſh ſubjects, 


ſhould be permitted to enter into the Swediſh ports, and to pre- 
vent, in caſe an enemy's veſſel ſhould carry any veſſels or goods be- 
longing to Britiſh ſubjects, that captured goods or veſſels ſhould be 
ſold in the ſtates of Sweden, and that all the Britiſh ſailors, praſoners, 
Nc. carried into the ports of Sweden, as well as the enemy's veſſels 
themſelves, ſhall not be permitted to make any ſtay in theſe ports ; 
and all the Britiſh ſailors, maſters of veſſels, and all priſoners, at 


their arrival in any Swediſh port, ſhall immediately be ſet at 


liberty.” 


The follwing is the Anſwer of . BERGST EDT, the Charge 
des Afﬀaires from the Court of Stockholm to that of London, de- 


livered to the Miniſter of His Britannic Majeſty. 


% His Royal Highneſs the Duke Regent of Sweden, having 
been inſtructed of the contents of the note which the Charge 
des Affaires of his Britannic Majeſty at Stockholm tranſmitted, - 


order of his Britannic Majeſty, on the 26th of laſt month, to his 


Excellency the Great Chancellor of the Swediſh empire, Baron 


Von Sparre has given oders to the under-{igned Charge des Affaires 


of his Swediſh Majeſty at the Court of London, by means of this 
preſent official note to the Miniſter of his Britannic Majeſty to 


declare, that his Royal Highneſs the Duke Regeat of Sweden 
obſerved, with inexpreſſible pleaſure, that he had not been miſtaken 
in the favourable opinion which he ever entertained of the prin- 
ciples of juſtice by which the ſteps of the Court of Great Britain 


are guided, and of its religious obſervance of treaties, his Royal 
Hig hneſs aſſuring at the ſame time, that all the points of theſe 
trea ties ſhall be obſerved on his fide with not leſs ſtrictneſs. 
The under-ſigned, moreover, has ſpecial: orders from his 
Royal Highneſs the Duke Regent, to give the ſtrongeſt aſſurances 


on his part, that not only the ſtricteſt orders will be given in the 


name of his Majeſty of Sweden, reſpecting the punQual execution 
of the articles of the treaties of neutrality ; but likewiſe, that his 
Royal Highneſs ſhall always think it his duty to ſeize every oppor- 
tunity to convince his Britannic Majeſty of the friendſhip of the 


Court of Sweden, and of his conſtant deſire to preſerve and 


ſtrengthen the harmony and the mutual good underſtanding which 
1s reigning between the two empires. n 


(Signed) J. Von BROS TED r.“ 
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Nite dehwered by the Britiſh Ambaſſador at the Court of Copen- 


hagen, to the Minifters of the Daniſh Cabinet. 


It can by no means be miſtaken how mach the circumſtances 
of the prefent war are different from thoſe wars in which the 
Powers of Europe can depend on the eſtabliſhed laws and rights 
of nations; no more can it be denied, that this*palpable difference 
ought to have a material and powerful influence on the enjoyments 
of the previleges allowed to neutral nations, by the fame general 
laws and rights of nations, or by particular treaties. 


« At this moment there » no Government in France, which is 


either acknowledged by the neutral or by the belligerent Powers. 


The Court of Denmark has neither a Miniſter at Paris, nor has it 
accepted of any from that country fince the unfortunate” death of 
his late Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty the King of France. That Court 


has juſtly taken particular care not to acknowledge the exiſtence 


of any legal authority in France, as in fact there is none at preſent ; 
and although many particular conſiderations prevented that Court 
from entering openly into the hoſtile meaſures of the Coaleſced 
Powers, it could never look on the Government of France, as a 
party with whom they could enter into any amicable relation, and 
muſt even find a great difficulty in preſerving a ſtrict neutrality 
with reſpe& to them. | | 

In general caſes, where a neutral power keeps up a commer- 
cial relation with two Belligerent Powers, that neutral power in 
the firſt inſtance has means either by negotiations with the two 
Belligerent, or other Powers, or by the eſtabliſhed laws of Europe, 
to enforce the ſtrict obſervation of neutrality towards itſelf, equally 
from both the Powers which are. at war with each other. The two 
Powers on the other hand have aſſurances, that the neutrality of 
that power will never be exerred in favour of one of the parties, 
and to the difadvantage of the other. And iv caſe any of the 
commercial tranſactions of the neutral powers thould prove diſad- 


vantageous to one of the belligerent parties, means of amicable 


repreſentations are always left open for them, in which ſuch dif- 
ferences are eaſily ſettled, to the equal fatisfiftion of every party. 

“The circumitances, in this preſent caſe, are quite otherwiſe. 
Denmark, in retaining, with reſpect to England, all the commercial 


| hen, = af a neutral power, which are guaranteed to them by the 


general right of nations, as well as by ſtanding treaties, can by no 
means be aſſured of the obſervance of the ſame regulations and laws 
of the rights of nations on the part of France. In that country, 
this neutrality has not only already been violated, but continues 
to experience daily infringements. There the court of Denmar 
has no Miniſter, who could keep facred its rights, as well as ths 
rights of its ſubjects. In that country there is no authority from 
whom juſtice might be expected, where in fact there are no other 
laws, nor courts of juſtice, but the will of a licentious mob, ag : 
i cc 13 
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% His Daniſh Majeſty will alſo find it impoſſible to treat with 
France in an amicable manner, and as a Neutral Power, reſpecting 
the means of introducing thoſe meaſures of precaution, upon the 
obſervance of which the other Belligerent Powers have ſo great a 
right to inſiſt, in order that the prerogative Neutral Commerce, 
eſpecially the Corn and Grain Trade, be not abuſed at a time when 
ſo many circumſtances perfectly new have acceded. It is a fact of 


univerſal. notoriety, that the Corn Trade of France with foreign 


countries is no longer a mere private trade, but that, contrary to 


all cuſtom, it remains almoſt entirely in the hands of the pretended 


Executive Council, and of the different Municipalities. It can 
therefore no longer be conſidered as a mere combination of private 
ſpeculations, of which the individuals of other nations partake, but 


2 


as a buſineſs immediately carried ſon by the above-mentioned pre- 


tended Government, which has declared War againſt us. 


« [t is equally notorious, that at the preſent moment, one of the 


moſt eſſential expedients to compel thoſe who have declared war 
againſt us to equitable terms of peace, conſiſts in their being pre- 
vented by importation to remove that want, which is a neceſſary 
conſequence of what they have done, in order to arm the whole 
laborious claſs of the people of France againſt the other Govern- 
ments and the general tranquillity of Europe, It is a principle 
allowed by all the writers upon the public right, that ee hs 
may be prevented, if there are any hopes that by ſo doing one 

conquer an enemy, and eſpecially ſo, if the want of that enemy 


has been occaſioned by thoſe meaſures which they took to injure 


us: And it is incontrovertible, that this cafe, quite new in its kind, 


cannot be judged by the principles and rules which were only made 
for wars carried on according to the cuſtom introduced among the 


Sovereigns of Europe. 


It is further to be obſerved, that his Daniſh Majeſty, if he 


gives reception in his ports to French privateers with their prizes, 
cannot provide for himſelf that ſecurity which is requiſite, according 
to the laws of nations, for the validity of their letters of marque, 


and for the regularity of their conduct. The courts of juſtice can- 
not, without involving themſelves in the manifeſt contradiction, 


acknowledge the legality of any patent or letter of marque that is 
derived from a Government which his Majeſty does not acknow- 


ledge to be 323 On account of this non- acknowledgment, 


prizes can neither be condemned, nor Britiſh ſubjects and Britiſh 


property be retained, in the ports belonging to a friendly power, 


whoſe protection they are entitled to claim, without a direct vio. 
lation of the treaties; and it is, above all, impoſſible to apply, in 
this caſe, the uſual laws of an aas uf. neutrality, ſince there is no 
acknowledged authority in Franèe which can give to privateers the 


proper inſtructions reſpecting their conduct, and to which a neutral 


power might apply to bring them to puniſhment, whenever they. 


Jeviate from thoſe inſtructions, on the non-obſervance of whic 
they are not to be conſidered as legal privateers, but only as pirates. 
(Signed) „ HAlTEs.“ 
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Anfwer from the Royal Court A Denmark to the preceding 
| | official te. 

« His Majeſty cannot, but with the moſt lively regret, find him- 
| ſelf neceſſitated to complain of the conduct, or to combat the prin- 
ciples of the Powers, whom, for ſo many years, he had been uſed to 
took upon as his friends and allies. His Majeſty had always enter- 
tained hopes, that his conſcientiouſly obſerving the ſtricteſt neu- 

trality, and his adherence to the literal — of the exiſting 
treaties, ſhould have ſecured him from ſuch unpleaſant tranſactions, 
as thoſe to which he alludes; but the unexpected contents of the 
note delivered by Mr. Hailes, Ambaſſador Extraordinary of his 
Britiſh Majeſty, ſupported by a memorial delivered by Count Goltz, 

Ambaſſador Extraordinary from his Majeſty the King of Pruſſia, do 
not permit him any longer to paſs it over in ſilence. 

The reaſons which his Majeſty has to oppoſe to thoſe, which 
have been laid before him, are contained in 31 encloſed memorial. 
The deſire of maintaining an opinion which he once had expreſſed, 
is not what induces him to perſevere in the ſame principles. His 
_ Majeſty 1s entirely directed by the interior conviction of the moſt. 
important intereſts to preſerve a peace, as being an object much de- 
fired by his Majeſty's ſubjects. EE, 

«« His Majeſty being convinced that he addreſſes friendly, juſt, 
and upright Sovereigns, will therefore declare his ſentiments with 
candour, and without reſerve. £ | 

« The queſtion is not concerning the rights of Denmark. The 
rights of that kingdom are not problematical, and the King, my 
maſter, in this reſpect, appeals to the feelings of the Sovereigns, 
his friends, how painful it muſt be for him to be obliged to enter 
into a controverſy, where there is nothing neceilary but the fulfil- 
ling of the moſt clear treaties univerſally acknowledged and 

reed to. | | | 

% His Majeſty flatters himſelf, that no argument will prevail, or 
be looked upon as grounded upon juſtice, which would eſtabliſh a 
principle, that the particular nature of an accidental war could in 
any means alter the nature of mutual treaties or contracts, or that 
a mutual conſent would be confidered as a favour or privilege; 
or that certain Powers had a right to make regulations at the ex- 
pence of a third ; or that Powers, in order to lighten the burden 
which is inſeparable from the war in which they are engaged, had 
a right to lay the weight of it on the ſhoulders of innocent and 
neutral neighbours. cat 

«© Theſe objects may perhaps give occaſion to difference; but his 
Majeſty would think it an inſult againſt the reſpectable Powers to 
whom he appeals, if he harboured the leaſt ſuſpicion, that after 


| having been made acquainted with his repreſentations, they ſhould 


perſevere in their former demands, or a ſtill greater, if he mani- 
teſted a fear, leſt they ſhould make uſe of a ſuperior force, in order 
do put violence in the place of proofs of a neceſſary conſent of the 

| intereſted parties. His Majeſty not having had any communication 
upon this ſubject with the other Neutral Powers, is for this rezfon 


unacquainted 
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unacquainted with their ſentiments thereupon ;. but 1s conyinced at 


the ſame time, that their opinions, as well as oppoſition, muſt be 


unanimous ; and that they muſt be certain of the 1mpoſſibility there 
is to make a ſyſtem of neutrality agree with meaſutes, which are to- 
tally detrimental to ſuch a ſyſtem. e 

« His Majeſty is not afraid that this conduct will appear repre- 
henſible. He demanded nothing but what is agreeable to the ſenſe 


of the exiſting treaties; he remained faithful to the ſtipulations ex- 


preſſad in thoſe treaties, as well as to neutrality itſelf. His Ma- 


jeſty thinks himſelf the ſuffering party. He is at a loſs to form an 


idea how his Britannic Majeſty could have given to the Commanders 
of his Majeſty's ſhips new inſtructions, which are directly oppoſite 


to the former regulations, as well as to the ſenſe of the treaties 


exiſting between his Britannic Majeſty and the Court of Denmark, 
without the latter's knowledge or conſent. 


« His Majeſty firſt expected, that thoſe inſtructions would only 


have regarded ſuch neutral powers as had not entered into any de- 


ceiſive convention with England; but on the conviction of the con- 
trary, he could not help proteſting againſt ſuch orders and inſtruc- 


tions, confidering them as an open breach of thoſe treaties, and an 
infringement of one of the moſt ſacred and binding laws, which were 
eſtabliſhed among mankind. His Majefty, therefore, entreats his 
Britannic Majeſty to revoke ſuch inſtructions, and to iſſue orders, 
conformable to the ſtrict ſenſe of the ſacred engagements and treaties 
exiſting between the two nations. 154 

« His Majeſty, at the ſame time, is willing to ſhew his Britannic 
Majeſty, as well as his Majeſty of Pruſſia, and the other coaleſced 
powers, that his intentions are, to comply with any of their requeſts, 


which are not contrary to the rules of ſtri& neutrality, or to the 


intereſts of the Daniſh nation. He therefore conſents to conſider 
all French ſea-ports, before which there ſhall be any conſiderable 
naval force belonging to England and her Allies, as blocked ports. 
The Daniſh government will neither enter into. nor favour any 
contract with the government of France, for the purpoſe of ſup- 
plying their navy or army with proviſions. No ſale of prizes made 
by French armed veſſels, will be permitted in the Daniſh ports or 
other parts of the dominions of his Daniſh Majeſty.  _ 
| « His Majeſty, beſides, will omit nothing, in order to deſerve in 
future, as well as hitherto, the friendſhip Wi. eſteem of his Britannic 
Majeſty, and his Allies; and ſhall contribute every thing in his 
power, in order to ſtrengthen, if poſſible, the ties of friendſhip and 
alliance, which have hitherto exiſted between the Britiſh nation and 
that of Denmark. | | | 


« Given in the department for foreign affairs, at Copenhagen, 
July 28, 1793. wt | 
(Signed) © A. P. Vox BzansTORFE.” 
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Counter Declaration of the Gurt of Denmark, in reply to the 
Memorial delivered by the Britiſh Miniſter. 


«« 'The law of nations is unalterable. Its principles do not depend 
on circumſtances. An enemy engaged in war can exerciſe ven- 
geance upon thoſe who do not expect it; but in this caſe, and with- 
out violating the rigid law, a fatal reciprocity may take place 
but a neutral power, which lives in peace, cannot admit of, nor 
acknowledge ſuch a compenſation ; it can only ſcreen itſelf by its 
impartiality and by its treaties. It is not pardonable for her to re- 
nounce her rights in favour of any belligerent power. The baſis of 
her rights is the univerfal and public law, before which all authority 
muſt vaniſh : It is neither a party nor a judge; nor do the treaties 
give room to privileges and 3 All theſe ſtipulations conſtitute 
the perfect law: They are mutual obligations. That would be a 
very unnatural agreement, which any of the contracting parties 
might at pleaſure ſuppreſs, interpret, or reſtrain. In this manner 
all treaties would in general become impraQticable, becauſe they 
would be uſeleſs. What becomes of equity, fidelity, and ſurety ? 
and how much more unjuſt muſt become opprefion, when it ſets aſide 
the infringement of ſacred duties, the advantages of which have 
been enjoyed, but only acknowledged as long as they ſuited ſelf- 
intereſt! | 

« Denmark will ſurely never attempt to juſtify the preſent go- 
vernment in France, its nature and origin ; but ſhe will neither give 
her judgment, and her neutrality will not permit her to exprets her 
mind on this ſubject. We only canfine ourſelves to the lamenting 
the diſaſters which befell that country, and, on its account, all 
Europe; and to the wiſhing to ſee them brought to a ſpeedy termi- 
nation. But this is not the moment to own or acknowledge a form 
of government, which we have always refuſed to acknowledge, 
The mation is there, and the authority which it acknowledges, 15 
that to which application is made in caſes concerning individuals, 
The commercial connexions ſubſiſt likewiſe in the ſame manner as 


they did between England and France, as long as the latter choſe 


to preſerve peace. The nation has not ceaſed to acknowiedge her 
treaties. with us; at leaſt, ſhe conforms herſelf agreeable to thote 
| treaties. As ſhe appeals to them, ſo do we appeal to them—and 
frequently with good ſucceſs, both for ourſelves, and in favour of 
thoſe ſubjects of the Belligerent Powers who commit their effects to 
the protection of our flag. In caſes of refuſal and delay, we have 
frequently been obliged to hear often and reluctantly, that they 
only uſed to take repriſals, ſince the nations with whom they were 
at war, ſhewed as little regard for their treaties with us: And thus 
the neutral flag becomes the victim of errors, with which it can- 
not reproach itſelf. The path of juſtice ſtill continues open in 

France. The conſuls, and the mandatories of private individuals, 

are heard, No one is prevented from applying to the tribunals of 

commerce. This is ſufficient in ordinary caſes. No freſh nego- 

riations are required for the maintenance of exiſting treaties. Mi- 

Vor, I, M niſters 
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niſters become quite ſuperfluous in this reſpect; there are judges, 
and this is ſufficient. Cn: : | 5 

« Theſe conſiderations are already violated by the obſervation, 
that our grievances are frequently heard in France, and that there 
is no poſſibility of getting them redreſſed. The Municipalities; to 
whom application muſt be made, are certainly not alike equitable : 
The ſentences of the tribunals of commerce, are not founded upon 
uniform principles: Ihe extreme means of refuge to a medium of 
power is totally removed; and theſe circumſtances occaſion at times 
grievous acts of injuſtice. In this reſpect, none are greater ſufferers 

than the neutral powers; and it would be very unequitableto puniſh 
them doubly, and alſo on the part of thoſe powers who cry aloud 
apainſt thoſe unjuſt proceedings, and yet ſeem to juſtify them by 
their own imitation. 

«© A negotiation between a neutral and a belligerent power, which 
would have for its object, that the latter ſhould not make uſe of 
neutrality to the detriment of the former, cannot be thought of. A 
neutral power has fulfilled all its duties, if it has never receded 
from the ſtricteſt imparliality, and from the acknowledged ſenſe of 
its treaties, in caſe the neutrality ſhould prove more advantageous 
to one of the Belligerent Powers than to another, become foreign to 
the neutrality, and does not concern it. This depends on local 
ſituations and circumſtances, and does not remain alike, The de- 

triments and advantages are compenſated and balanced by time. 
All that does not abſolutely depend on a neutral power, ought to 
have no influence upon its neutrality ; otherwiſe a partial, and fre- 
quently but momentary intereft, would become the interpreter and 
judge of exiſting treaties. | 

« The diſtinction between private ſpeculations, and thoſe made 
by the government and the municipalities, ſeems to us to be as new 
as it is totally unknown. As this caſe cannot at all find place here, 
it would be ſuperfluous to diſcuſs the queſtion, whether a contract 
between a neutral government and a belligerent power, reſpecting 
ſupplies of proviſions for armies, garriſon-towns, or of ſhips of war, 
can be contrary to a treaty in which no ſuch exception has been 
mentioned. The only queſtion here is reſpecting ſpeculations which 
might be made by private individuals reſpecting the ſale of pro- 
ductions quite harmleſs in their nature, the diſpoſal of which is not 
leſs important to the vender, than the poſſeſſion of them is to the 
purchaſer reſpecting the uſe of the ſhips of the nation, which muſt 
chiefly ſeek her ſubſiſtence in navigation and the corn trade. Nor 
is the queiiion here about ports of war, but about ports of commerce; 
and if it be lau ful to reduce by famine blockaded harbours, it would 
not be quite ſo juſt to accumulate this miſery upon ſo many others, 
where it befalls the innocent, and may even reach provinces in 
France, which have not deſerved this increaſe of wretchedneſs, 
e:ther on the part of England, or on that of her Allies. : 

« The want of grain, as a conſequence of the failure of domeſtic 
productions, is not a thing unuſual, which might only take place 
in the preſent moment; or which might be occaſioned by the 
grounds which conſtitute the difference 65 often alleged * 

| pre ent 
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preſent and former wars. France is almoſt conſtantly able to make 
imports from abroad. Africa, Italy, America, furnyh her with 
much more corn than the Baltic. In the year 1709, France was 
more expoſed to famine that it now is; and yet England could not 
then avail herſelf of the ſame grounds. On the contrary, when, 
ſoon after, Frederick IV. King of Denmark, on account of his war 
with Sweden, which requires almoſt conſtantly importations from 
abroad like France, could believe that he might adopt the principle, 
that exportation can be lawfully prevented, if one has hopes to con- | 
quer an enemy by ſo doing; and he intended to apply, with regard 
to the whole country, this principle, which is only conſidered as 
 yalid with regard to blockaded ports; all the powers remonſtrated, 
eſpecially Great - Britain, and unanimouſly declared this principle to 
be new and inadmiſſible; fo that the King, convinced to the contrary, 
defiſted from it. A war can certainly differ from others with regard 
to its occaſion, tendency, neceſſity, juſtice, or injuſtice. This can 
be a moſt important concern to the Belligerent Powers. It can and 
muſt have influence upon the peace, upon the indemnification, and 
Other neceſſary circumſtances. But all this is abſolutely of no con- 
cern to the neutral powers. They will, upon the whole, give the 
utmoſt deference to thoſe on whoſe fide juſtice ſeems to be; but 
they have no right to give way to this ſentiment. Where a neu- 
trality is not quite perfeR, it ceaſes to be neutrality. | 
«© The ſhips bearing the Britiſh flag, like thoſe which bear that 
of the Allies of England, find in all the harbours of his Majeſty 
every poſſible ſafety, aſſiſtance, and protection: But thoſę cannot 
be reckoned among their number which have been captured by their 
enemies. The French privateers cannot be conſidered as pirates 
by the neutral powers, as long as England does not confider and 
treat them as ſuch. In England the priſoners are deemed to be 
priſoners of war; they are exchanged ; and negotiations have even 
bout entered into for this purpoſe. The uſual laws of war are there 
obſerved in all reſpects; and by this rule alone we ought to g0. 
The tri-coloured flag was acknowledged in Denmark, at a period 
when it was acknowledged every where elſe. Every alteration in 
this reſpect would be impoſſible, without involving ourſelves in a 
war, or without deſerving one. DS 
« The admittance of privateers in Norway, is a conſequence of 
this neutrality, before which all regard muit vanuſh. It has found 
place in all the maritime wars that ever befcil Europe. All the 
nations in their turn have ayailed themſeves of and deſired it. The 
local deſcription allows no general prohibition. It would only bring 
us into dilemmas, becauſe we could not abide by it in a remote 
country, where there are coaſts of immenſe extent, numberleſs 
harbours and anchoring-places, and only a ſmall number of inha- 
bitants. The prohibition would therefore be 1ilutory, and even 
dangerous, as the French, in virtue of their decrees, would ö 
then deſtroy the ſhips which they would no longer hope to put in 
a ſtate of ſafety. The ſubject is otherwife of imail importance; 
and the means againſt it are numerous, and calily to ye applied. 
WEE, „„ ( Signec « . P. Von BERNSTORPE,” 
3 M 2 Hifner 
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Anſwer of the Court of Denmark, to the Nate delivered on the 0th 
of Auguſt by the Imperial Ruſſian Ambaſſadur. 


„ Whereas I have given an account to the King, my maſter, 
of the note which the Ambaſſador Extraordinary and Miniſter 


Plenipotentiary of her Majeſty the Empreſs of all the Ruſſias, Baron 


de Krucdener, delivered on the 1oth of Auguſt 1793. J have re- 


ceived his Majeſty's command to anſwer, That his Majeſty ſees, 


with the greateſt ſorrow, how much the principles contained in the 
ſaid note militate at this time againft his own ; that his Majeſty 
expected no intimation that manifeſted doubts which his Majeſty 
kad not deſerved; that it could not but be known to her Irperial 
Majeſty, that the King had reſolved to give no convoys tothe Daniſh 
ſhips bound to France ; and that his Majeſty never had pretended to 
ſend naval ftores into that country; that his Majeſty could not ofcourſe 
gueſs the meaning of a declaration which did not concern him, 
nor of a proceeding which applied the principles and rights of a 
blockade to ſituations which precluded every idea of that kind; 
that the reftrited commerce in grain, as it ac ſubſiſted, was a 
quite infig"ificant circumſtance for the cauſe which her Imperial 
NMajeſty had eſpouſed ; but that it was not ſo with regard to Den- 
mark, as it involved the facrifice of her rights, her independence, 
and her treaties ; That his Majeſty did not permit himſelf to enter 
into a proper inquiry in this reſpect, fince her Imperial Majeſty 
had rejected the only judge whom his Majeſty could acknowledge, 


namely, the univerſal and ſpecial law of nat ions: That his Majeſty 


being no longer at liberty to appeal to this law, would only ap- 


peal to the friendſtip and equity of her Imperial Majeſty, which 


had been manitciied ſo many years, and by ſo many proofs : That 
his Majeſty acted thus with the greater confidence, as he thought 
to have evinced his by ſuch numerous reciprocal and deciſive teſti- 
monies, as his Majeſty did not make any uſe of his inconteſtable 
rights to claim, with regard to the liberty of his navigation, he 


protection due to him in virtue of the moſt ſolemn treaties—a pro- 


tection which her Imperial Majeſty had herſelf propoſed. 
| | (Signed) A. P. Von BERNSTORF F.“ 
Foreign Office, Copenhagen, Aug. 23, 1793. et en 
No. VI. 
SWITZERLAND. 
Mee preſ-nted to the Helvetic Body, by Lord Robert — 


<A fier Plenipotentiary ef his Britannic Majeſty to the Swiſs - 


Cantons. 
„ Iligh and Mighty Lords, Seignors, Burgomaſters, &c. and the 
Counſelors of the Thirteen Reſpectable Swiſs Cantons, 


„% The under-figned Miniſter Plenipotentiary of his Britannie 
Majefty thinks himſelf bound to expreſs to you the great indigna- 


tion Which he has felt at the new outrage committed againſt your 


Excellencies, 


* 
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Exeellencies, by thoſe vile and ferocious men aſſembled at Paris, 
under the name of the Convention. Not having been able to cor- 


rupt your brave. troops in the ſervice of his Moſt Chriſtian Ma, 
jeſty, and deſpairing to make them accomplices in their robberies, 


theſe factious men have diſarmed, 2 and murdered them. 


Europe will never forget the noble ſacrifice of ſo many generous 
Swiſs, who died in defending Louis XVI. It will never forget the 


cruelties which thoſe cannibals made them ſuffer ! Stained with the 


blood of your brothers, and of a virtuous King, your friend and 
ally, and of his auguſt Spouſe, and of an infinite number of inno- 
cent victims—authors of a moſt terrible war, which they | under- 


| took with the hopes of extending their tyranny over all Europe, 


at the moment when they have reached the laſt point of atrocity 
and madneſs, when they multiply more than ever th 
butcher one another they have had the hardineſs to call themſelves 
your Ally; they have not bluſhed to mention your treaty with the 
Sovereign whom they brought to the ſcaffold ; they have ſhewn a 
deſire to ſtrengthen their connexion with you. Objects of univer- 
ſal execration, they have had the impudence, High and Mighty 


Lords, to make for you alone, of all Europe, this diſgraceful ex- 


ception. What connexion can ſubſiſt between the freedom of the 
Swiſs, and that horrible anarchy to which they have proftituted 
its name? What common tie can there be between a people, good, 


- virtuous, religious, and the friends of morals and juſtice, and atheiſts, 


enemies of God and man, thirſting for blood and pillage? whoſe 
crimes, for theſe five years paſt, have exceeded a thouland times 


the crimes of former ages! - You know, High and Mighty Lords, 


that in their efforts to propagate their infamous doctrine beyond 
the limits of France, they have not reſpected your happy country, 
You can never forget the intrigues of their emiſſaries to deſtroy all 


reſpect for your laws. Nobody can believe, that theſe promoter 


f diſcord and anarchy, in attacking every principle of civilization 
in Europe, have any intention of preſerving them in your States; 
or that they have renounced the project of exciting internal diſſen- 


Hons in them, when an opportunity offers, The ravages which they 
have exerciſed in the Low Countries, in Savoy, and in the Biſhop- 


ric of Bale, and wherever they have penetrated, under the name of 
the Friends of the People, prove ſufficiently what may be expected 
from their teſtimonies of friendſhip. There cannot ſubſiſt a dura- 


ble peace between the wiſe councils of the Helvetic States and ſuch 


lunderers. What then is the end of their perfidious careſſes? 
They wiſh to conceal the dangers which threaten you ; they have 
the hopes, no doubtchimerical, of corrupting your citizens, and b 
diminiſhing the horrors with which they inſpire them, to be able at 
a future period to ſurpriſe you amidſt a fatal ſecurity. | 
« The Miniſter of his Britannic Majeſty will not decide, whe- 
ther juſtice, and the true intereſt of a State, permit it to remain 
neuter, againſt thoſe who would again reduce it to barbariſm, in 


a war of almoſt all the powers of Europe, in a war where not only 


the exiſtence of every eſtabliſhed government, but even that of 
Kind of property is at flake, He will only obſerve, A: 


ir victims, and 
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itſelf will not authoriſe any correſpondence, directly or indirectly, 
with the factions or their agents. When two legitimate powers 
are at war, the connexion of a State with either of them cannot 
injure their reſpective rights; but the preſent war being carried on 
- againſt uſurpers, any correſpondence with them by a neutral State, 
would be an acknowledgment of their authority, and, conſequently, 
an act prejudicial to the Allied Powers. £ . 

« His Britannic Majeſty has too high an opinion of your wiſdom, 
High and Mighty Lords, not to believe, that you will deſpiſe the 
inſinuations of the common enemy of all people; and that you will 
redouble your zeal and vigilance, to avert from your country, all 


thoſe plagues which at once overwhelm the unhappy people of 0 


France !—At all times, and on every occaſion, his Majeſty will not 
ceaſe to give you proofs of his friendſhip, and to intereſt himſelf in 
the maintenance of the independence, and of the ancient proſperity 
of your States, and of thoſe of your Allies. e 

« Done at Berne, November 30. 1793. 


(Signed) „ Roß ERT STEPHEN FiTzGeraALD, 


+ Miniſter Plenipotentiary of his 


s Britannic Majeſty.” 


No. VII. 
Auſiber of the Swiſs Republic to Lord Robert Fitzgerald's 
Doeclaration. | | 


&« Your Excellency, in a letter dated the zoth of November, 
thought proper to recommend to the ſerious conſideration of the 
Helvetic Body, fome important obſervations on the relative ſituation 
of the Republic to the Belligerent Powers. 19 

«© Theſe obſervations we have examined with all that care and 
attention which is due to the intereſts of our country, and we think 
that we afford your Excellency a poor of the eſteem which we 
entertain for your character, by making an open and ſincere expo- 
fition of our ſituation and our conduct. 

However afflicting the remembrance of thoſe terrible events 
in France (which your Excellency has brought to our recollection), 
and the fad fate of our brethren who ſuffered ſo unfortunately, may 
be, yet our grief muſt nevertheleſs yield to the principles of our 


Conſtitution : Theſe principles have reſted for ſeveral centuries on 


the relations of peace, amity, and good neighbourhood with all 
the ſurrounding powers. : | 35 
«© The operation of theſe principles has never been interrupted 
by foreign wars.—A rigid and exact neutrality was the invari- 
able maxim of our anceſtors, and having received it as a ſacred 
Inheritance, we have conceived it to be our duty to abide by it in 
the preſent war. And this conduct has produced a ſalutary influ- 
ence, not only on aur external ſafety, but on our internal peace. 


Accuſtomed to obſerve ſcrupulouſly all engagements entered 


into, we will neither wander from our deelared neutrality, on any 
| LE | pretence 
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retence whatever, nor will we liſten to any infinuation whick 
might give riſe to juſt complaints, | 
« It is for us to preſerve the enjoyment of that happy and 
eaceful ſituation to which all our moſt zealous efforts a We 
will unite our force to repel even the ſlighteſt attempts that may 


de made to diſturb our repoſe, or ta undermine the foundation of 


it by any deſtructive prinetples. | 
« Tt is towards this end that our foreſight is directed by care- 


fully guarding our frontiers, and by endeavouring to prevent any 


difficulties by a correſpondence inſeparable from our local relations. 


We intreat your Excellency to aſſure his Britannic Majeſty 
of the invariable determination of the Helvetic Body : And it is 


with entire confidence we expect, from his good-will, that, follow- 


ing the example of his illuſtrious anceſtors, who at all times have 


maintained the independence of the Helvetic Confederacy, he will 


continue henceforth to entertain a ſincere affection for our proſpe- 
rity and our repoſe. | 
| We uin, &c.” 
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